
Statement by Scothern Parish Council for the Examination of the Central Lincolnshire 

Local Plan Hearing held at the Double Tree by Hilton, Brayford Wharf, Lincoln – 

November 2022 

 

 

Scothern as has been documented previously is a small village approximately 5 miles 

northeast of Lincoln in a cluster of villages including Nettleham, Dunholme, Welton and 

Sudbrooke. It is a small village and the 2021 Electoral Roll identified 755 electors and West 

Lindsey District Council has recently advised 430 properties in the village. The 2011 census 

showed approximately 345 households. 

 

The base number of dwellings identified in the Scothern Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(SNDP) adopted by referendum in 2017 is 364.  Since the 2011 census there is an increase in 

dwellings of 85. 

 

The Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (CLLP), adopted in 2017, identified Scothern as a ‘medium 

village’ through Policy LP2 and set the growth percentage as 10% as shown in Policy LP4. 

 

Since the adoption of the current CLLP a total of 78 new dwellings have been erected (viz; 1 

site of 30, 1 site of 34, 1 site of 8, the other dwellings are single or small development sites. 

This equates to considerably more than the 10% originally identified for the village. This 

growth has also been delivered much quicker than expected (within the first 5-years of the 

Plan) leading to increasing impacts to local infrastructure.  

 

Moreover, the two additional sites (identified in the draft CLLP which is now being examined) 

will increase the number of dwellings within the village by a further 94, which, combined with 

the 78 already delivered, gives an increase of 172 dwellings. This equates to a growth of 

almost 50% over the period of the current CLLP and SNDP. The Parish Council believe that 

such an increase in development does not conform to paragraphs 78 and 79 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) because there appears to be no justification on how the 

additional development is responding to local housing needs or how this will increase the 

vitality of the village, given there are very few services and facilities:  

 

➢ No shop  

➢ No medical services – medical services are available in nearby Nettleham and Welton but 

there is no public transport to either village 

➢ Only one bus per day into Lincoln (Monday to Friday only timing which does not allow 

commuters or students to travel) 

➢ No public footpaths to Nettleham or Dunholme 

➢ No cycle paths to Nettleham or Dunholme 

➢ No libraries or service “hubs” 

➢ Village Hall in need of refurbishment 

➢ Schooling is available in both Scothern (Ellison Boulters Primary Academy) and Welton 

(William Farr School [secondary academy]) but both are very much oversubscribed, and 

both are landlocked preventing further expansion. 

 

In addition, these two sites are proposed on greenfield land and are not located within the 

existing built form of the settlement which is a direct contradiction to proposed Local Plan 

Policy S4 and Policy 4 of the made Scothern Neighbourhood Plan. The loss of this greenfield 

land is considered unnecessary, especially when there are other more suitable locations to 

take additional infill development. The expansion of the village on this scale will not reflect 

local character and therefore conflict with the aims of paragraph 9 of the NPPF. 

 

Scothern Parish Council (and many residents) are of the view that due consideration has not 

been given to the increases in dwellings and that a blanket level of growth for all villages does 

not respond to local circumstances or contribute towards the achievement of sustainable 

development as identified through paragraph 8 of the NPPF. 

 

 



Recent Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) have shown the following vehicles travelling into/out 

of/through Scothern. Many of the vehicles counted are using the route as a shortcut between 

the A46 and A158 as the route considerably reduces the distance/time taken when using the 

Lincoln bypass. 

 

➢ Period 8 September 2022-11 October 2022 

− Sign 1 Dunholme Road – Incoming vehicles 49910, outgoing 61411. Speeds 

generally <40mph. Maximum speeds between 60/75+ mph; incoming 10, outgoing 

77. Outgoing speeds between 70/85 mph 10. 

 

➢ The sign below over the same period  

− Sign 2 Main Street – Incoming vehicles 24826, outgoing 26318. Speeds generally 

<40mph. Maximum speed 55 mph both ways.  

 

This sign has now been moved back to one of other major routes into/out of the village 

which is again in use following being closed for a period of some six months due to major 

road works.  

 

➢ Sign 2 is now located on Sudbrooke Road, for the period 12 – 27 October 2022 

− Sign 2 Sudbrooke Road – incoming vehicles 16918, outgoing 13623. Speeds 

generally <40mph. Speeds between 60 and 75 mph: incoming 12, outgoing 21 

including >11 between 70mph and 80 mph. 

 

nb: the school is located on Sudbrooke Road; one week of this period was during 

school half term which will have had a considerable impact on the numbers. 

 

The other major route into the village (Nettleham Road) is not suitable for a SID due to the 

bends on the road. 

 

Increasing the dwellings in the village by potentially another 94 will considerably increase 

traffic resulting in some road safety issues. 

 

In conclusion, Scothern Parish Council and residents consider that such an increase in 

dwellings will not contribute towards the delivery of sustainable development and therefore is 

in direct contradiction of National Planning Policy.  

 

 


