
 

 

Examination of the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan 

North Lincolnshire Council Examination Statement 

 

Matter 6 – Sustainable Urban Extensions (‘SUE’s’) and Regeneration Opportunity Areas 

Issue 8 – RAF Scampton – Policy S75 

Question 2. Once vacated, what mix of uses and scale of development does Policy S75 permit? Is it 

appropriate to defer decisions over the use and scale of future development to a masterplan, which would 

not be subject to examination in the same way as a development plan document? 

In terms of the first part of the question, we simply do not know what mix of uses and scale of development 

that Policy S75 seeks to permit. RAF Scampton is identified as an opportunity area (ROA10) and subject to 

policy S75 to 'safeguard RAF Scampton in the event that the Ministry of Defence withdraw from the site and 

to provide a framework to help ensure any redevelopment is sustainable and holistically planned'. At 480ha, 

however, the size of the site means that the scale of development could potentially be huge, with no ceiling 

on the scale of development specified within the policy. 

North Lincolnshire Council is generally supportive of the RAF Scampton base coming forward for 

redevelopment but has concerns over the proposed use of a masterplan and its relationship with the Local 

Plan. Policy S75 states the preparation of a masterplan in conjunction with, and for approval by, the District 

Council will be required prior to a planning application being submitted. Major development proposals on 

the site not detailed in a masterplan would not be supported. The site masterplan will be expected to 

(amongst other things): Set out the layout, mix and scale of uses; assess impacts on the landscape and 

infrastructure and proposed mitigation to make any impacts acceptable and provide a clear demonstration 

that the proposed scheme will be deliverable and viable. 

Is it clearly not appropriate to defer decisions over the use and scale of future development to a masterplan, 

which would not be subject to examination in the same way as a development plan document? That is, 

unless the Masterplan is produced as a Development Plan Document and goes through the same legal 

process as the Local Plan- such as an Area Action Plan Development Plan Document. Ideally, the setting out 

of the broad type and scale of development is something the Local Plan should do as this would provide the 

community and other stakeholders, such as neighbouring planning authorities, the opportunity to have their 

say on how the site should be developed. The site is just 10 miles away from the North Lincolnshire 

boundary down the A15, which, subject to what is proposed, might not have adequate capacity to 

accommodate development. Depending on the final proposals there may be other cross boundary impacts 

that would need to be addressed through the Duty to Cooperate and Statements of Common Ground. If it is 

not possible to set out the broad type and scale of development in the main Local Plan, then the 

‘masterplan’ should be produced as Development Plan Document to do this instead. 
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