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1.0     Overview 

 

1.1 Historic  England  (HE)  made  representations  to  the  Central Lincolnshire 

Local Plan at both Regulation 18 and Regulation 19  stages  (together with 

informal consultation letters between and after consultations). 

1.2 Following representations at earlier consultations, Central Lincolnshire have 

agreed within the Statement of Common Ground and ongoing discussions that 

the concerns raised are understood and that there is no objection to the principle 

of amending the mapped areas to include areas where it is robustly justified by 

evidence. Central Lincolnshire agreed that Historic England will provide a map 

of the area to be removed from Map 2 and the policies map and the evidence it 

is based on, and this will be submitted by HE in response to the Inspector’s 

Matters, Issues and Questions, as set out below. The requested map is included 

as Appendix One. 

 

2 HE Current position in relation to the Matters, Issues and Questions Paper 
 

2.1 With regard to the Inspector’s Matters, Issues and Questions Paper, Matter 

Matter 5 – Energy, Climate Change and Flooding , Issue 3, q u e s t i o n s  2  

a n d  3 ,  Historic England maintain our previous objections to the ‘Areas 

potentially suitable for large scale wind turbines’ map, subject to the amendment 

to the map here put forward. 

2.2 In relation to all other comments submitted by Historic England, please 

refer to the Statement of Common Ground. For those matters not agreed, 

our comments as submitted stand.  



3.  Historic England  Current  position  in  relation  to  the  Submission 
Central Lincolnshire Local Plan 

 

3.1    Rational for an area to be excluded from the Wind Map to address the 
shared setting relationship of Designated Heritage Assets to the Witham 
Fen. 
As noted in our written submissions this area of drained fen forms a key shared 

setting component in the significance of numerous designated heritage assets of 

national importance.  The Witham Fen is a natural expanse of peaty soils which 

prior to drainage formed marshland running south from Lincoln down to 

Crowland.  The Roman Car Dyke and the modern largely canalised course of 

the Witham run down through the Fen on its western and eastern sides.  Lincoln 

Cathedral / Castle at the NW and Tattershall Castle / Collegiate Church of the 

Holy Trinity to the SE derive important parts of their significance from long range 

views across this flat fenland landscape, framing this tract of county and 

anchoring them to the historic landscape.  The various religious establishments 

founded on the rising ground around the fen, utilised the wetland as both an 

economic and a spiritual resource.  This followed the model of St Guthlac of 

Crowland where fen was an analogue for the desert around Alexandria where 

the first Christian Monastic foundations (the Desert Fathers) took root.   

 

3.2  It is important to be clear that in taking these areas of ground from the already    

established Historic Landscape Characterisation work produced by the County 

Council, evidence link below, we are not seeking to map setting as a fixed area 

(see our published GPA 3 Setting of Heritage Assets, also referenced in the 

evidence links below).  The purpose of seeking this exclusion from the wind 

energy mapping is to avoid conflict between the Wind Energy and Heritage 

Policies.  The particular setting relationships of the nationally important 

designated heritage assets indicated to the Witham Fen (in terms both of their 

experience in the modern landscape and their historic siting) require we argue to 

be afforded great weight in this mapping exercise.  The Witham Fen is a natural 

environment asset to which these historic assets share a structured setting 

relationship, one which cannot be effectively managed if the mapping presents a 

sense of general acceptability for the introduction of turbines into this shared 

setting space – leaving the Heritage policy to address the specific acceptability 



of particular construction sites within that space (across which Historic England 

argue they would be generally harmful). 

 

3.3      In taking all of the ‘Witham Abbeys’ character area and that part of the ‘Witham 

Fen’ north of the Heckington Eau Historic England have sought to encompass 

the areas of the main fen and the landscape of wetlands dissecting the rising 

ground which carried the monastic sites.  This was the fenland landscape with 

which these establishments shared a setting relationship.  The cut off at the 

Heckington Eau is chosen as it would allow the inclusion of South Kyme 

Nunnery Scheduled Monument but not bring in land further south including the 

site of the Heckington Fen former Wind Turbine NSIP scheme (now being 

brought forward for solar generation).  This coverage brings in these sites within 

our view a shared relationship inwards to the Witham.  Nocton Park, and 

Revesby Abbey’s lie just outside the area proposed for exclusion but Historic 

England consider that alongside the Heritage Policy their relationship to the Fen 

can be well managed. 

 

4. Summary 

4.1      Based on the current content of the Submission Plan and its supporting   

information and the comments submitted by Historic England,  H i s t o r i c  

E n g l a n d  would welcome the opportunity to agree this map through our 

continuing work on the Statement of Common Ground. For those matters not 

agreed, our comments as submitted stand. The purpose of this Statement is 

predominantly to clarify and reiterate our earlier objection to the wind map and 

provide the map as discussed together with evidence as set out above and further 

referenced below.   

 

 
Additional source for context. 
Lincolnshire Historic Landscape Characterisation  

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/lincolnshire_hlc_2017/downloads.cf

m 

Lincolnshire Fenland Lidar  Steve Malone  2014, HTL/APS Working Paper 1 

https://www.academia.edu/5807526/Lincolnshire_Fenland_Lidar  

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/lincolnshire_hlc_2017/downloads.cfm
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/lincolnshire_hlc_2017/downloads.cfm
https://www.academia.edu/5807526/Lincolnshire_Fenland_Lidar


Volume on the landscape of Barlings 

Abbey  https://www.heritagelincolnshire.org/shop/buy/custodians-of-continuity-the-

premonstratensian-abbey-at-barlings-and-the-landscape-of-ritual 

Aerial Mapping Report 

https://historicengland.org.uk/research/results/reports/6839/WithamValleyNMP-

SummaryReport 

National Heritage List for England https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/map-

search?clearresults=true 

Historic England Good Practice Advice in Planning 3: The Setting of Heritage Assets 

https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/gpa3-setting-of-heritage-

assets/ 
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