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INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Barton Willmore, now Stantec is instructed by Cyden Homes Limited to submit this hearing 

statement in response to the Inspectors’ Matters, Issues and Questions. This statement 

expands upon the representations submitted on behalf of Cyden Homes at the earlier 
stages of the Local Plan Review’s preparation. 

 

1.2 As background, Cyden Homes controls land to the south of Hawthorn Road, Cherry 

Willingham which is promoted as a site for residential development. The site is not 

currently proposed for allocation in the Local Plan Review; it is an omission site.   

 

1.3 This statement supplements the representation submitted at Regulation 19 consultation 

stage in May 2022.  
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RESPONSE TO MATTER 4: SITE ALLOCATIONS PROCESS AND 
METHODOLOGY 

 

Issue 1: Site Allocation Methodology 

Q4. Where allocations from the current Central Lincolnshire Local Plan had not been 

completed, what process did the Committee take? Were they automatically carried 
forward into the Local Plan Review, or, were they subject to the same analysis as 

proposed new sites? In answering this question it would be useful for the Committee 

to provide a list of the existing Local Plan allocations carried forward and include an 

update on their delivery. 

 

1.1 While it is for the Committee to advise on the process undertaken, in our view the process 

has not been subject to sufficient rigour to ensure the most sustainable sites are proposed 

for allocation.  
 

1.2 We consider that a thorough assessment of the deliverability and sustainability of 

allocations in the current Local Plan, compared to all other reasonable alternatives, should 

have been undertaken to determine which allocations can justifiably be carried forward 

into the Local Plan Review and which should be deleted.  

 
1.3 Fundamentally, sites which can no longer be demonstrated to be suitable, available and 

deliverable should be de-allocated and alternative sites allocated.  

 
1.4 In this regard, it is positive that where efforts to obtain confirmation of a site’s availability 

were unsuccessful the site has not been brought forward into the Plan (as the Committee 
state at paragraph 4.11 of the Housing Delivery Paper (document reference HOU008)). 

This suggests that the principle of de-allocating sites which cannot be confirmed to be 

available and deliverable is supported by the Committee.  

 
1.5 However, we question whether the site selection process has appropriately considered 

deliverability of sites as we discuss further below in response to Q7. In summary, we 
consider that the Committee has overestimated the realistic housing supply over the plan 

period due to the questionable deliverability of some allocated sites.  

 
1.6 As an alternative to de-allocating sites where availability, deliverability and suitability may 

be questionable, additional sites should be identified to ensure that there will be a 

sufficient supply of housing to meet identified needs if sites do not deliver as anticipated. 
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Q7. Was the site selection process robust? Was an appropriate selection of potential 

sites assessed, and were appropriate criteria taken into account? 

 
1.7 No. Further to our comments above, the site allocation process was not in our view 

sufficiently robust to ensure that all current allocations as well as potential alternative 

and/or additional allocations were fully considered. 

 

1.8 While we do not consider it unreasonable for the Committee to use existing allocations 

as a starting point, as we set out in our Regulation 19 stage representations, Cyden 

Homes’ land at Cherry Willingham is at least comparable in sustainability terms to 

allocations at Cherry Willingham in the current Local Plan. Moreover, the current 

allocations have not been delivered as intended in the Local Plan with no clear timescale 
for homes being provided (or certainty that homes will be delivered at all), whereas Cyden 

Homes’ land could readily deliver new housing, in a sustainable location and in accordance 

with the Plan’s Spatial Strategy, responding to housing needs now rather than at an 

unknown point in the future.  

 
1.9 In this context, we do not consider that deliverability, and in particular timescales for 

homes being built out, has been sufficiently taken into account in the site selection 

process.  

 
1.10 In this regard, the site selection process has not been resulted in a sound Local Plan.  
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