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4 November 2022  

 

Dear Matthew and Clive,   

 

Central Lincolnshire Local Plan Examination  

Matter 5 – Sustainable water management 

Joint written representation by Anglian Water and the Environment Agency  

 

Thank you for advising us of the Examination arrangements for the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan, 

and for consulting us with the Planning Inspectors Matters, Issues and Questions. We note your email 

of 17 October acknowledging the intention of Anglian Water and the Environment Agency to submit 

a joint written response on Matter 5 Sustainable Water Management. We also note your email of 1 

November 2022 advising that matter 5 will be considered on 18 November. Please accept this written 

representation as our formal submission to that hearing. 

 

Anglian Water is the appointed water and sewerage undertaker for a significant majority of the Local 

Plan area. Anglian Water and the Environment Agency have been working with the Central 

Lincolnshire team to develop appropriate policy and ensure that sites allocated in the Plan can be 

sustainably provided with water supplies and that wastewater can then be recycled in compliance 

with regulatory controls which protect the environment. An increasing focus of our work at Anglian 

Water is to seek to use existing infrastructure to direct and support growth and so minimise the need 

for new infrastructure with its attendant carbon emissions and climate change impacts. The 

Environment Agency is committed in responding to the challenges of climate change and recognise 

the important role of planning in addressing key issues including reducing carbon emissions in 

development and ensuring a sustainable use of water resources. 

 

Matter 5 – Energy, Climate Change and Flooding  

 

Issue 5 - Sustainable Water Management and Flood Risk – Policies S12 and S21 
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Q1. Is the use of the Optional Technical Standard for water justified in Central Lincolnshire? 

 

Anglian Water and the Environment Agency consider the Optional Technical Standard for water to be 

justified and appropriate given the current and future demand on water resources which are already 

under pressure from changing weather and population growth. The future challenge we face from 

climate change will further affect the demand and availability of water resources with the possibility 

of hotter weather increasing evaporation, less rainfall in the summer and intense rainfall events not 

recharging aquifers efficiently. 

 

The National Planning Policy Framework (the Framework) sets the required approach to strategic 

policies, which includes making sufficient provision for infrastructure, including water supply 

(paragraph 20). Furthermore, paragraph 153 of the Framework states that Plans ‘should take a 

proactive approach to mitigating and adapting to climate change’, which includes taking account of 

the long-term implications for water supply. 

 

The Anglian Water region, which includes Central Lincolnshire is in an area classified as ‘seriously 

water stressed’ by the Environment Agency (2021). The Environment Agency and Anglian Water with 

Natural England have a joint statement (attached) which sets out that in order to reduce demand we 

will seek a requirement that all new homes through Local Plan policy will be required to be designed 

to meet the 110 litres per person per day (PCC) level of water efficiency. Of the 59 local planning 

authorities in the Anglian Water region all but four have or are introducing the 110 PCC water 

efficiency target.  

 

The drought of summer 2022 illustrates that we must plan for an increased frequency of dry weather 

in a region which is already the driest in England and has one of the highest levels of growth. The 

Environment Agency and Anglian Water are also working to comply with the Water Framework 

Directive and the Habitats Directive in managing water resources. The Water Framework Directive 

seeks to improve water quality in all our waterbodies, and the availability of water is important to 

achieve this. A healthy water environment with adequate supply is important for both people and 

wildlife which can support biodiversity. In the coming years sustainability reductions will reduce the 

amount of water sourced from more environmentally sensitive rivers and aquifers. Anglian Water is 

planning two new reservoirs in the region which will enable and backfill the sustainability reductions. 

 

Anglian Water’s draft Water Resource Management Plan (WRMP) will set out that the long-term 

objective is for all customers to reduce water use so that on average households will use 110 PCC. To 

achieve that it is vital that new homes enable householders to reduce water use through low cost 

fittings installed when they are built. These coupled with water efficient white goods, and our roll out 

of smart metering will inform customers on the value of water and so how to reduce their water bills. 

Smart metering will also enable householders to see when they have leaks within the home such as 

leaky loos. Over the course of the WRMP even with planned growth the overall quantum of water 

used in the region is planned to remain the same. This can only be achieved if all new homes are built 

to achieve the 110 PCC water efficiency target or better.  

 

The Environment Agency support Anglian Water’s climate change commitment to be net zero by 2030. 

The abstraction, treatment, transport of potable water to homes and then the transport, treatment 

and recycling of wastewater after it leaves the home requires significant amounts of energy. The 



 

 

reduction in water use and the quantum of wastewater reduces the operational carbon impacts from 

new homes. Higher levels of water efficiency also reduce the need for new infrastructure and 

therefore reduces embedded (capital) carbon.     

 

Q3. For the purposes of Policy S21, how would a developer demonstrate that adequate foul water 

treatment and disposal can be provided “…in time to serve the development” where works are 

required by the relevant water authority? 

 

Anglian Water and the Environment Agency work jointly to improve the environmental performance 

of the public sewer network and water recycling centres (WRC). Anglian Water’s five year Drainage 

and Wastewater Management Plan (DWM), which is currently being updated with the Environment 

Agency and other regulators, sets out plans on how growth will be catered for by investing in more 

efficient infrastructure and new capacity including nature based solutions. This investment is funded 

through customer’s bills.  

 

For individual developments developers pay for the new connections to the public sewer network. 

Developers therefore engage with Anglian Water’s Development Services team to plan for new 

connections for both wastewater and potable water supplies. Developers are advised to engage early 

with Development Services and submit a Pre-planning Enquiry. Through the report provided by 

Anglian Water we set out feasible water and drainage solutions, including asset data and provide 

network capacity information. This information can then be used to understand the impact of site 

development. We recommend that the reports are provided to or summarised by applicants in their 

planning applications to ensure that local planning authorities and consultees have the information 

before them to conclude that water and wastewater capacity is available. The Environment Agency 

support this approach and agree that early engagement in the planning process with Anglian Water, 

along with the Environment Agency, is important to ensure adequate foul water treatment and 

disposal can be provided.  

 

The Planning Practice Guidance for water supply, wastewater and water quality sets out that a lack of 

adequate infrastructure to deal with wastewater could indirectly impact the water quality of local 

waterbodies. The Environment Agency would welcome more certainty that where there is not current 

capacity, but it can be provided, that phasing for when it is available, and when the development could 

be connected is detailed alongside the planning application. Further clarity in the policy or supporting 

text on what applicants would be expected to submit to demonstrate that the relevant infrastructure 

can be provided in time to serve the development would be welcomed. 

 

Anglian Water is though not a statutory consultee on planning applications. Anglian Water is however 

consulted on applications of 10 homes or more by local planning authorities.  The submission of pre-

planning enquiries, subsequent planning application consultation responses including from the 

Environment Agency and the granting of consents and then pre commencement approaches by 

developers then enables Anglian Water to reassess investment plans annually and in some cases in 

year to rephase that investment to support growth. The bringing forward of investment in strategic 

network capacity is funded by a levy with the charges developers pay for new connections. This levy 

is regulated by Ofwat and ensures that capacity costs are shared by developers and not paid through 

existing customers water bills.  

 



 

 

One of the ways in which Anglian Water and the Environment Agency seek to manage existing capacity 

is by reducing the amount of water that enters the public sewer network. The use of sustainable 

drainage systems (SuDS) takes rainwater and surface water and manages it through natural infiltration 

rather than into the public sewer. This reduces the quantity of water which when mixed with 

greywater in sewers must then be managed and treated in the same way involving energy use and 

chemical treatment. SuDS therefore limit the quantum of water from new development as well as 

creating green and blue infrastructure which can support biodiversity and provide a local connection 

for residents to nature.           

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require clarification on the above response. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Darl Sweetland DMS MRTPI 

Spatial Planning Manager 

Anglian Water 

 

 

 

 

Nicola Reyman MSc MRTPI 

Planning Specialist  

Environment Agency 

 

 




