
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY REPORT  

 

  

 

March 2013 

 

 

 

Heckington 

Lincolnshire  

 



 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

           

                    Page 

 Parish map        3 
 

 Parish information       4 
 

 Who lives in the Parish?      5 
 

 House types, tenure  & affordability    6  
 

 Housing Needs Survey analysis     9 
 

 Households in need of affordable housing           10 
 

 North Kesteven DC Housing Register           17 
 

 Appendix – Comments from Respondents                    18 
 

 

CONTENTS 



 3 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 4 

 

 

 

Parish Information 

Heckington Parish is located east of Sleaford in the District of North Kesteven. With over 1200 households, Heckington is one of 

the largest villages in Lincolnshire. 

The village has an impressive range of facilities and amenities including:  

 C of E and Methodist Churches. 
 

 A variety of local shops. 
 

 2 pubs. 
 

 Tennis & cricket clubs.  
 

 A swimming pool – run by volunteers. 
 

 An allotments society. 
 

 A large list of voluntary organisations and community groups. 

Heckington has a railway station, with connections across central Lincolnshire and the wider East Midlands.  There are bus links 

to Boston, Sleaford and Lincoln. 

 The village has an eight-sail windmill, and is home to the largest village show in England.   
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Who lives in Heckington Parish? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

  

 

 

 

 

How many people 

live in Heckington 

Parish? 

3353 

 

Male:      49% 

Female:  51% 

Children        

under 16  

 

 467 

 

14% of all 

residents 

People aged       

16 – 64 

 

1945 

  

58% of all 

residents 

 

 

28% of all 

residents 

 

People            

aged 65+ 

941 

How many 

households? 

1548 

Households in 

owner occupation 

 1226 

 
 

Average size: 

2.2 persons 
 

 

79% of all 

households  

 
 

The 2011 Census recorded a total of 3353 
residents in Heckington parish. This is 
equivalent to 3.1% of the population of North 
Kesteven.  
 

 
Heckington has a high proportion (28%) of 
residents over the age of 65, compared with 
the NKDC overall, where :  
 

 18% of residents are aged 65+ 

 21% of residents are aged under 16 

 61% of residents are aged 16 – 64 
 

 
The 2011 Census identified 1548 households 
in the Parish, with an average size of 2.2 
persons. However, there were 457 single 
person households – 30% of the total. 
 

 

            Source: 2011 Census
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       House types and tenure in Heckington Parish   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Property Values  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Detached Houses 

1007 

 

Semi-detached Houses 

448 

 

Terraced Houses 

111 

 

 

9% of all homes 

England ave: 17% 

Social Rented Homes 

 

145 

Owner Occupied 

Homes 

1226 

 
 

79% of all homes 

England ave: 65% 

 

10% of all homes 

England ave: 17% 

Private Rented 

Homes 

158 

 

The current provision of social housing in 

Heckington comprises: 

 

        For Rent  
 

 

 For Shared Ownership 

 47 x 3 bed houses  1 x 3 bed house 

 23 x 2 bed houses   6 x 2 bed houses 

 73 x 2 bed bungalows   

 10 x 1 bed bungalows  

 4 x 1 bed flats  

 4 x 1 bed houses  

         Source: NKDC 

         

 

 

Source: NKDC 

 

 

The Parish has a wide spread of property values, 

ranging from below £100k to over £400K.  

                Source: Zoopla  

Source: 2011 Census 
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    Recent Trends in Property Values  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    How affordable is local housing? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

House price affordability can be demonstrated by 

comparing lower quartile house prices with lower 

quartile average earnings. This analysis is used to 

calculate the local affordability ratio.  

The table opposite confirms that, in 2011, the 

cheapest homes in North Kesteven cost 7.5 times 

the lowest gross average earnings in the District. 

          

        Source: Lincolnshire Research Observatory 

 

 

The values of all types of property have fallen 

since 2008, and remain relatively flat. 

                 Source: Zoopla 

 

England  

5.7 

Lincolnshire  

7.5 

0 2 4 6 8

House Price / Income Affordability Ratio 2011 

North Kesteven 

East Midlands 

6.5 

6.2 
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Private rented homes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The market for private rental homes in Heckington is relatively small.  

The 2011 Census indicated that 158 homes - 10% of the total housing stock - were privately rented.  

Currently, there are 5 properties advertised for rent in Heckington:  

 1 bed house - £390 pcm 

 1 bed flat - £400 pcm 

 3 bed bungalow - £670 pcm 

 3 bed house £695 pcm 

 4 bed house £750 pcm 

For people who claim Housing Benefit to help meet their housing costs, the Local Allowance is fixed at a level       

which ensures that 30% of rental properties are affordable. The Local Allowance for 3 bedroomed properties in 

Heckington is £114.23 per week.  

 

  SOURCES: Rightmove; Directgov 
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Housing Needs Survey Analysis  

 Survey Distribution and Response 

Community Lincs’ standard Affordable Housing Needs Survey Questionnaire was used for this survey, and this, together with a 

covering letter were delivered to all 1642 homes in the parish. Residents were invited to return completed questionnaires using a 

Freepost envelope provided. Residents were also given the opportunity to complete a questionnaire on line, and 4 took this option.   

 

The survey was publicised in the Heckington Village Magazine, and posters were provided for the Village Hall noticeboard and North 

Kesteven District Council’s Parish Office in Heckington.  

 

A total of 269 completed questionnaires were returned, giving a response rate of 16.38%. 

 

 Analysis of Housing Need 

Affordable housing is defined as housing for local people whose needs cannot be met on the open market. Usually provided by a 

housing association or local authority, it can include homes for rent or shared ownership.   

 

The survey questionnaire invites respondents to indicate whether they or any other member of their household is in need of affordable 

housing. If so, they are asked to indicate which of the following types of housing need apply: 

   

 Current   
 

 Need to live closer to a carer or to provid 

 

Households in Housing Need of Affordable Housing 

 

 Current accommodation is too small 

 Current accommodation is unsuitable for physical needs 

 Current accommodation is too far from work  

 Need to live closer to carer or to provide care 

 Legal reasons (end of relationship, end of tenancy etc.)  

 

 Current accommodation is too large  

 Current accommodation is too expensive 

 Want to leave parental home/live independently 

 Need to live closer to family 

 Other 



 10 

 

 Households in Need of Affordable Housing 

20 respondents completed Part B of the survey questionnaire, to indicate that members of their household were in housing need. 

The following table summarises these details: 

 

Respondent 
Reference 

 

 

Local 
Connection 

 

On NKDC 
Housing 

Register? 
 

 

Household 
Details 

 

Reason for 
Need 

 

Timescale 
 

Recommendation 
 

 

Accommodation 
 

 

Size 
 

Tenure 

 

Y12 
 

Resident  
9 years 

 

 

No 
 

2 Adults 
4 Children  

 

Other – wish to 
be home owners  

 

1 – 3 years 
 

House  
 

3 Bed 
 

SO 

 
Y28 

 

 

Resident  
15 years  

 

Yes 
 

2 Adults  
 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently. 

 
 

 

1 – 3 years 
 

Flat/Bungalow 
(wheelchair access) 

 

2 Bed  
 

Rent 

 
Y40 

 
Resident 
4 years 

 
No 

 
1 Adult 60+ 

 

 
Current 

accommodation 
unsuitable for 

physical needs. 
 

 
Immediate 

 
Flat/Bungalow 

 
1 Bed 

 
Rent 

 

Y62 
 

Resident 
33 years 

 

Yes 
 

2 Adults 
 

 

Current 
accommodation 

not secure.  
 

 

3-5 years 
 

Bungalow 
 

1 Bed 
 

Rent 

 

Y78 
 

Resident 
13 years 

 

 

No 

 

1 Adult 60+ 

 

Current 
accommodation 
unsuitable for 

physical needs.  
 

 

1-3 years 

 

Flat/Bungalow 
 

 

1 Bed 

 

Rent 
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Respondent 
Reference 

 

 

Local 
Connection 

 

On NKDC 
Housing 

Register? 

 

Household 
Details 

 

Reason for 
Need 

 

Timescale 

 

Recommendation 
 

 

Accommodation 

 

Size 

 

Tenure 

 

Y91 
 

 

Resident 
 

Yes 
 

1 Adult 
 

Current 
accommodation 

too large.  
 

 

Immediate 
 

Flat/Bungalow 
 

1 Bed  
 

Rent 

 
Y130 

 
 

 
Resident 
29 years 

 

No 
 

 

2 Adults 
2 Children 

 

Current 
accommodation 

too small. 
 

 

1-3 years 

 

House 

 

3 Bed 

 

Rent 
 

 

Y157 
 

Resident 
14 years 

 

Yes 

 

1 Adult 60+ 

 

Current 
accommodation 

too large & 
unsuitable for 

physical needs. 
 

 

1-3 years 

 

Flat/Bungalow 

 

1 Bed 

 

Rent 

 

Y162 
 

Resident 
 

No 

 

1 Adult 
 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently. 

 

 

3-5 years 

 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 

 

Rent 
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Respondent 
Reference 

 

 

Local 
Connection 

 

On NKDC 
Housing 

Register? 
 

 

Household 
Details 

 

Reason for 
Need 

 

Timescale 

 

Recommendation 
 

 

Accommodation 

 

Size 

 

Tenure 

 

Y178 

 

 

Resident  
3 years 

 

No 

 

2 Adults 
2 Children  

 

 

Current 
accommodation 
too expensive. 

 

 

1-3 years 

 

House 

 

3 Bed 

 

Rent 

 

Y185 
 

Resident  
19 years 

 

 

No 

 

1 Adult 60+ 

 

Current 
accommodation 
too expensive & 
unsuitable for 

physical needs. 
 

 

Immediate 

 

Flat/Bungalow 

 

1 Bed 

 

Rent 

 
Y187 

 

 
Resident 
62 years 

 

 
No 

 

 

2 Adults 
60+ 

 

Current 
accommodation 

too large, 
expensive & 

unsuitable for 
physical needs 

 

 

3 – 5 years 

 

Bungalow 

 

2 bed 

 

SO 

 

Y212 
 

Resident 
20 years 

 

Yes 
 

1 Adult 
1 Child  

 

 

Current 
accommodation 
too expensive. 

 

 

Immediate 

 

House   
 

2 Bed 

 

Rent 
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Respondent 
Reference 

 
 
 

  

Local 
Connection 

 

  On 
NKDC 

Housing 
Register? 

 

 

Household 
Details 

 

Reason for 
Need   

 

Timescale 
 

Recommendation 
 

 

Accommodation 

 

Size 

 

Tenure 

 

Y219 
 

 

Resident 
 

 

No 
 

1 Adult  
 

 

Current 
accommodation 
is unsuitable for 
physical needs. 

 

 

3 – 5 years  
 

 

Flat/Bungalow  

 

 

1 Bed 
 

 

Rent 

 

Y219 
 

Resident 
 

 

No 
 

1 Adult 
 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently. 

 

 

3 – 5 years  
 

 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 
 

Rent  

 

Y226 
 

Resident  
19 years 

 

Yes 
 

1 Adult 
 

Current 
accommodation 
is too expensive. 

 

 

Immediate 
 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 
 

 

Rent 
 

 

Y227 
 

 

Resident  
1 year 

 

 

Yes 

 

1 Adult 
 

Current 
accommodation 

is too small. 
 

 

3 – 5 years 

 

Flat 
 

 

 

1 Bed 
 

Rent 

 

Y239 

 
 
 
 

 

Resident 
17 years 

 

No 

 

1 Adult 60+   
 

Current 
accommodation  
unsuitable for 

physical needs. 
 

 

3 - 5 years + 
 

 

Bungalow 

 

 

2 Bed 

 

Rent 
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Respondent 
Reference 

 
 

 

  

Local 
Connection 

 

  On NKDC 
Housing 

Register? 

 

Household 
Details 

 

Reason for 
Need   

 

Timescale 
 

Recommendation 
 

 

Accommodation 

 

Size 

 

Tenure 

 

Y244 
 
 

 

Resident  
26 years 

 

 

No 

 

1 Adult  
 

 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently.  

 

 

3 - 5 years 
 

 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 
 

 

Rent 

 

Y244 
 

Resident  
22 years  

 

No 
 

1 Adult 
 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently. 

 

 

3 – 5 years 
 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 
 

Rent 

 

Y250 
 

Immediate 
family in the 

parish 
   
 
 

 

No 

 

1 Adult   
 

Staying with 
relative having 

relocated to take 
up employment 

locally.  
 

 

Immediate 

  
Flat   

 

1 Bed    
 

Rent   

 

Y269 
 

(note: no 
contact 
details 

provided) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Resident  
14 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

No 
 

 

1 Adult 
 

Want to leave 
parental home 

and live 
independently. 

 

 

1 – 3 years 

 

Flat 
 

1 Bed 

 

Rent 
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 North Kesteven DC Housing Register 

North Kesteven has surveyed its Housing Register of applicants who are seeking accommodation in Heckington, but 

do not live in the Parish. This has identified the following additional 12 households with a strong local connection who 

would be eligible for affordable housing in the parish: 

 

Household  
details 

 

Local  
Connection  

 

 

Eligible  
for  

 

Couple + 5 children  
 

Close relatives in parish. 
 

4+ bedroomed house 

 

Couple + 3 children 
 

Employment 
 

3 bed house 

 

Couple + 2 children  
(with disability) 

 

Previous residence & close relatives in parish. 
 

3 bed bungalow 

 

Couple + 1 child 
 

Employment  
 

2 bed house/flat 

 

Couple + 1 child 
 

 

Previous residence & close relatives in parish. Needs 
to receive support from local resident. 

 

2 bed house/flat 

 

Couple + 2 children 

 

 

Previous residence & close relatives in parish. Needs to 
receive support from local resident. 

 

2 bed house/flat  

 

Couple 

 

 

Close relatives in parish, and need to give/receive support 
from someone living in the parish.  
 

 

1 bed house/flat 

 

Single Person (elderly) 

 

 

Has close relatives in parish, and needs to receive support 
from someone living in the parish.  
 

 

1 bed bungalow 

 

Single person 
 

Previous residence. 
 

1 bed /house flat 

  

Single person 
 

Has close relatives in parish. 
 

1 bed house/flat 

  

Single person 
 

Has close relatives in parish. 
 

1 bed house/flat 

 

Single person 
 

Employment.  
 

1 bed house/flat 
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 Summary of Identified Housing Needs: 

  

  

For Rent 
 

 

For Shared Ownership 

 

1 Bed 
 

2 Bed 
 

3 Bed 

 

4 Bed 
 

1 Bed 
 

2 Bed 
 

3 Bed 

 

House 
 

  

4 
 

3 

 

1 
  

 
 

1 

 

Flat 
 

 

19* 
 

1* 
     

 

Bungalow 
 

 

2 
 

1 
 

1 
   

1 
 

 

        * Includes 7 respondents who are also eligible for a bungalow by virtue of age or medical condition.   
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Appendix – Comments from Respondents  

The questionnaire invited respondents to comment on whether they would support a small scheme of affordable housing in the 

parish, built to meet the needs of local people. 247 respondents replied to this question, as follows: 
 

 Those in favour of affordable housing for local people: 153 (62% of all responses). 

 Those opposed to any affordable housing development: 94 (38% of all responses). 
 

Respondents were also invited to submit comments about the survey or housing need within the parish. The following 91 

comments were received: 

 

  

 

There is no bus service – expensive trains. Cars too expensive to 

travel from the area for work. Why build more houses here. 

As having four children who have left home and made their own 

way in life to the bigger cities to seek better prospects and will not 

return, as this is the case with most young people. There is a need 

for homes for people but at what cost for residents already here, 

increase the population you increase the social problems (CRIME) 

and character of the village. As we are in a time of greed for 

wealth we residents have no say because those who want 

affordable homes have the wealth and power to dictate to meet 

their own desires. NO TO AFFORDABLE HOMES. 

 

 

Heckington already has empty affordable housing also houses for 

sale on open market down to £85,000. There’s never less than 60 

houses empty in the village so why build more? 

I understand there is affordable housing built in Kyme Road 

adjacent to A17 and there are plans to build more houses on the 

eastern side of the village in Boston Road. Which should take 

care of the need.  

Nationally, there are hundreds of thousands of empty houses; 

these should be filled before further houses are built. Bought by 

compulsory purchase if necessary. 
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In principal I support a small development of affordable housing 

but I would need to see plans and know the precise location 

before giving unqualified support. 

I haven’t anyone in household needing affordable housing but I 

do feel that families who lived in the area for many years 

should have the chance to stay in the village – with affordable 

housing. 

The village will not sustain any more housing, the doctors is 

already overcrowded.  

Affordable housing (such as in area on Kyme Road – new 

build) appears to be bought by ‘landlords’, which in turn results 

in ‘rented property’ – to landlord, sometimes leading to 

“community based/social” problems??? Village is big enough 

as it is. 

Building affordable housing is all well and good if local 

residents and families who have lived for years in the area are 

given precedence. But two members of my family waited 7+ 

years for necessary housing while newly arrived migrants were 

given immediate housing. A new development was built in 

Boston, near my family members, exclusively for migrants 

whilst local residents remained on the list. THIS IS WRONG. 

Parking already a problem. Existing school not large enough. 

 

 

At the moment, we do not need any help but may do so in the 

future. I am 75 and my husband is 67. 

This is one of the cheapest areas of England to live and I feel 

there is little need for affordable housing. 

There is plenty of property to rent in this village. We also live in 

the cheapest part of Britain possible, so where could anyone 

move to get a better deal? The village has council homes 

(prefabs) for elderly and not all houses on the council estate 

are sold. New affordable housing has just been built in Kyme 

Rd and where affordable housing (ie “small”) was built 20 

years ago (Royal Oak Court), they were snapped up by private 

investors who now rent them out for their own profiteering. 

Affordable? Who knows? 

We are in total sympathy with people in genuine housing need, 

especially the young, however we have concerns regarding the 

supporting infrastructure of Heckington given the rate of growth 

in recent years.  

How will this affect growing strain on facilities such as schools / 

doctors. We are a very large village.  

Any development should be for local residents only. 
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Who will be recorded as “local people”? Will this include 

migrants living and working in the County of Lincolnshire? Will 

they be classed as “local people”? As this survey doesn’t 

stipulate a parish on the return portion, I suspect it is for the 

“County of Lincolnshire” as this questionnaire states it the 

Community Lincs survey. 

 

“Services” in Heckington are stretched to limit. Doctors Surgery 

already cannot cope, transport almost non-existent. Roads in 

shocking condition. Money needs to be spent on medical, 

transport, roads before going down this path. 

 

I feel the village growth should be controlled carefully, as we 

lack some facilities which are needed for population growth ie 

for young people. 

 

Seats on Sleaford Road between Doctors & market, Car Park 

and Doctors to Rail Station, via walkway via estate off Burton 

Road and Doctors to Church Street via road opposite Green, top 

of Burton Road through footpaths by bungalows. 

 

 

 

We would agree to a small development of affordable housing but 

please please sort out the major roads and by-ways. We already 

find that the roads cannot take much more traffic, more housing 

will cause grid-lock. We don’t go out for a drive anymore, we go 

out for a convoy. 

 

We are currently living in a new housing development in 

Heckington down Freeston Road. As a family we have lived in the 

village for six years and wouldn’t want to live anywhere else. We 

feel that affordable housing is a great idea as it helps young 

people afford a home but also have a village life to raise your 

children.  

 

Affordable housing has already been provided off Kyme Road. 

We do not think our village is in need of further development. 

 

We moved to this village as it was relatively unspoilt by new 

housing developments (which have a habit of springing up 

everywhere if unchecked) don’t ruin our village!! 

 

Affordable housing should be well designed and integrated into 

the fabric of the village. 
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Heckington has more than enough affordable housing to meet 

the needs of truly local  people – any further low quality/low 

cost housing will damage the village in too many ways. 

There was a similar survey conducted only a few years ago 

and land was identified for affordable housing. Some 

affordable housing has been built and is occupied. It would be 

interesting to know how much of this has met a previously 

identified need for the people of Heckington – ie how many of 

of the houses are occupied by local people and how many by 

people from elsewhere before more houses are built. 

We would not support the building of council houses in 

Heckington as we feel it would cause a drain on resources – 

such as school / doctors etc. And significantly increase traffic. 

There are several small affordable houses for sale in 

Heckington at present. If the housing need is so bad they 

would have been sold by now. Heckington is a village, please 

don’t make it any bigger. 

We need more doctors and educating facilities. 

Any proposed future development should not adversely affect 

the infrastructure of this excellent village. 

 

 

 

 

Time and money would be better spent renovating both roads 

& footpaths so the disabled and elderly can safely traverse 

them. 

Heckington does not have the infrastructure to support more 

housing. Buses to Sleaford, Boston & Lincoln are very 

infrequent, almost non-existent, and the train service very 

expensive. People on low incomes could not afford to 

commute. 

We would support a small development of affordable housing 

for local people in need only. 

Less migrants would allow more homes for locals, more jobs 

for locals, more demand for employees. So higher wages. So 

more people buying. So less of a need for wasting taxes on 

such!!! 

Does the parish need more affordable housing when some of 

the last development remains unoccupied at this time. Are 

these really affordable houses that no-one wants or are they 

too expensive? 

There is already a new small development on Kyme Rd! 
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Housing within the North Kesteven area is some of the most 

affordable in the country. There are already properties available. 

Mortgage finance is another matter. 

We have recently bought a house in the area and are not in 

need of housing. Our daughter with two small children, currently 

living on benefits, would probably move to the area to be near 

us if she could find affordable housing, but as she is not from 

here she does not count as having a housing need in the terms 

of this survey. In general we support the provision of more 

genuinely affordable housing in rural areas. 

The village cannot support an increased population – the 

current facilities are already over subscribed ie Dr, school. We 

also do not have an adequate public transport system. We need 

to re-direct funds to meet current needs, not to further strain 

them. 

There is more than sufficient housing available which is 

considered “affordable”. There is no demand for any more 

development, “affordable” or otherwise. 

We do not want small houses built with O.P. bungalows, the mix 

is not always good. 

 

 

 

Survey good idea, it is getting noticeable that rents appear to 

be high for some especially as wages are limited. And where 

do we come up with these ideas – wife works in food store & I 

work for the food manufacturing industry so lots of “agency” 

people as well as full timers! 

I think a village like Heckington needs affordable housing to 

keep families together. My parent needed to move to the village 

to be near me but was unable to afford housing without my help 

which put a strain on both of us. 

Is there really a need to build housing (affordable) for those 

already living in the parish, or is it actually to house those from 

outside the parish? Seems to me that there are already local 

authority houses in the village, but how many were sold off 

under the “Right to Buy”?! 

I feel that the infrastructure of Heckington (doctor, dentist, 

school, etc) is at capacity at present without adding more 

houses. 

We have recently built affordable housing in Heckington. The 

primary school is already full. There are few facilities for young 

people. 
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Having recently moved into the village we are fortunate to be in a 

position to meet our requirements. However, we sympathise with 

those not so fortunate and fully support and recognise the need for 

affordable housing, especially for young families. 

Whilst supporting the idea in principal I am not sure the 

infrastructure of the village can cope. 

There are plenty of affordable homes in Heckington. A number of 

which are on the market – but unsold. Sewerage etc. needs 

improving before further housing is sanctioned. Form is poorly set 

out. 

I am happy to support the “small” development in the parish but as 

long as it is for “local people”, not enough is done for those in 

need. 

I would only support affordable housing that is needed by local 

people to remain in or return to their local community. Where 

migrant families who already rent in the parish, are then provided 

with affordable housing through local authority or housing 

association, it would suggest that all local needs have been met 

with no need for any further development.  

 

Although not needed by myself, I am sure many young people 

find it almost impossible to get on the housing ladder. Salaries 

etc. are low in this area and therefore saving for a large deposit 

is difficult. I do think local long term  residents should be given 

priority however.  

My concerns re building more houses are the impact on an 

already busy village eg additional traffic (there is already too 

much made worse by the village being used as a rat run), 

school already at full capacity, is the med centre already 

stretched etc. Also would the housing really only be for local 

people? There are plenty of existing houses on the market that 

could be sold to people via the joint ownership scheme? 66 for 

sale in Heckington! 

I have spent almost 19 years in the village of Heckington and 

(not in good health) I certainly want to spend the rest of my days 

here, with so many good friends made. I would love one of the 

bungalows on Willow Close which would be ideal for me, as I 

live totally alone and these homes are warden patrolled. 

Another waste of our money along with the free Council (Town 

& County) newspapers. Have you actually done a comparison of 

housing costs with other parts of the country? 
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Latest affordable housing development not fully occupied; there 

are problems in the village with sewage after heavy rainfall; the 

village does not have the utilities/amenities to support further 

development. 

It is not a question of affordable housing, it is more the type of 

resident that comes with it. Also the community resources do not 

expand at the same rate, leaving a shortage of doctors, dentists 

etc. 

There is a real need for retirement property within reach of 

amenities. Little seems to be considered for property to buy for 

older people. Many wish to remain in the parish but, when their 

mobility is impaired they need to live within easy distance of the 

High Street shops. There is a realistic possibility to build a small 

development of properties of this type but the curtilage would 

need to be extended and the landowner would expect full housing 

land prices. I would object to housing association properties for 

young residents.  

It depends on how you determine “small”. Also can the 

infrastructure cope; drainage, our local pumping station often has 

problems, electricity supply, Dr’s etc. 

 

 

I moved to Heckington because I wanted the village style of life 

with a close knit community and a house that I could afford. I 

would not have considered the village if there was an 

“affordable homes” project in prospect. Leave the village alone, 

it’s great as it is! 

I would be happy to support any move towards affordable 

housing but this must be accompanied by relevant amenities 

etc. Car parking is a good example. 

The last affordable housing scheme was used to take people 

from outside Heckington, some of whom are described by the 

police as “undesirable”. Plenty small properties are on the 

market for sale. 

Concerned that the village will expand into a town and 

affordable housing often translates into facilitating those 

unemployed, who still feel able to afford 2+ children to live in 

better accommodation and areas than those willing to work and 

save. 

The village has empty affordable homes not yet taken up. In 

addition, there are over 50 houses either up for sale or vacant. 

Services are already very strained. 
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I feel future affordable housing should only be available for 

families / children who are not recent migrants from European 

Union countries, who have settled in this village in the last 10 

years. It should be for genuinely “local” people. 

I would not support another development. I consider a 

development of 25 houses more than sufficient for the size of 

Heckington. After Kyme Road/Freeston Road being finished 

for one year there still remain empty properties so why can 

you think of another? We understood after the last survey 

there was a requirement for 65 families but this is clearly not 

the case as the uptake would have been much quicker & 

complete. The people you have moved into these houses do 

not meet the criteria that we were led to believe and the Police 

are in constant attendance.  

I would not support another development. The development at 

Kyme Road was designated for local people (ie from the 

Parish). How many foreign workers have been given houses 

on that development? How many people in that development 

have been involved in a crime in the last 12 months? It has 

not been allocated as promised to local, hardworking people 

who have been outpriced out of the local area. 

 

 

With so many houses standing empty or for sale, why can’t 

they use them instead of building more houses. I notice it’s 

nice villages that are being chosen which is putting a strain 

on the schools doctors etc. As for having homes for our 

children in the future I wouldn’t see my children stopping in 

this area, there just isn’t the work. 

In today’s Target Newspaper Feb 6th I believe there are 48 

properties for rent, 21 for auction, 196 for sale and 64 for sale 

or rent, all under or at £130,000. Instead of taking more land, 

buy the above which will be cheaper than building new ones. 

There are too many empty ones by far – enough for half the 

waiting list perhaps. There are also many others not 

advertised this week!! 

This is supposed to be a village, I paid a premium to live 

here, if I wanted to live on what will end up an oversized 

council estate I would have bought a property on one of them 

instead. You will be bringing in people from all over, this is 

just a ploy, we are not stupid. Build in Sleaford or one of the 

unpopulated villages, this one is overrun with rental housing. 
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Have re-located due to my employment status. I am lucky to 

have a relative living here, as someone who cannot afford a 

house in the Private Sector I would rely on affordable  / social 

housing. 

Drive ways / Parking for two cars or more per household. 

I agree with the suggestion that the village needs an 

additional small affordable housing scheme to cater for 

current and future demand from the village.  

I have experienced a Questionnaire like this before and all 

that happens is houses are built for people depending on 

benefits and not for people who are looking to succeed in life. 

Do feel it is necessary to get “balance” right – to keep young 

families in the village, rather than allow it to become a place 

of retirement. Though of course it isn’t just about availability 

of property but access to affordable mortgages and loans – a 

national problem. 

 

 

Please do not build social housing development only. The one 

in Heckington has been filled by a high proportion of 

immigrants who do not integrate, plus many police visits are 

made. Shared ownership gives pride and care to area. Local 

houses for local people!! 

No more housing in Heckington, the village is large enough!!! 

Without putting more people with no money or jobs in it!!! 

The last affordable housing scheme was filled with people 

from outside the area. There is already plenty of housing for 

rent in the village. 

Residents need more information, particularly about parish 

take up on past developments. Without adequate information 

for those completing it the results are meaningless. 

Not to develop into the Green Belt. Appropriately placed and 

not to de-value other properties. 

 



 26 

 

 

 

 

 

The Old Mart 

Church Lane 

Sleaford 

Lincolnshire NG34 7DF 

Tel: 01529 302466 

Email: rhe@communitylincs.com 

www.communitylincs.com 

 

 

mailto:rhe@communitylincs.com
http://www.communitylincs.com/

