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Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game 
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

The site is generally fairly flat and given over to arable and pastoral farmland; both cattle and sheep were being
grazed on the latter at the time of survey. Some of the grazing land consists of improved grassland which is cut for
hay, but, particularly in the lower-lying areas beside the River Witham, it consists of neutral grassland/rough grazing,
dominated by Tufted Hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, often accompanied either by odd tussocks of rushes
Juncus spp. or, more usually, by odd patches of ruderals such as Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense or Spear Thistle
Cirsium vulgare. The most interesting plant seen in this habitat was a little Great Burnet Sanguisorba officinalis.
Meadow Barley Hordeum secalinum also seemed to occur more frequently close to the River Witham.

Ridge and furrow was present in a few places, though it was generally more obvious on air photographs than on the
ground.

There were, in a few places, chiefly associated either with old farm buildings, or adjacent to the firing ranges,
extensive patches dominated by tall ruderals such as Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense, Nettle Urtica dioica, Teasel
Dipsacus fullonum, and Bristly Oxtongue Picris echioides; these were, apparently, deliberately left for birds. There
were many other ruderals present on the site, chiefly associated with roads, paths and buildings.

The River Witham is enclosed between steep levees (embankments); these too are grazed, as are the adjacent
meadows. Adjacent to the river there are extensive stands of Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima and Reed Canary-
grass Phalaris arundinacea, whilst in places Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Brooklime Veronica
beccabunga and Hard Rush Juncus inflexus may also dominate. Water Chickweed Myosoton aquaticum is frequent.
In the water itself there were extensive patches of algae, but no macrophytes were seen.

A number of dykes / drains traverse the area. Unfortunately, these either had been, or were in the process of being,
cleared at the time of visit. However, Water Cress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum, Hard Rush Juncus inflexus,
Common Reed Phragmites australis, Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea and Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria
maxima were obviously all abundant, whilst Lesser Water-parsnip Berula erecta, Water Mint Mentha aquatica,
Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides appeared to be less frequent. (NB
Even if not cleared, the dykes would have been difficult to access safely as they had steep sides and were protected
by barbed wire fences).

A small area of mature plantation woodland (Four Acre Wood) consisted mainly of standard Pedunculate Oak
Quercus robur, though a few old Field Maple Acer campestre and Crab Apples Malus sylvestris were present on the
margins. The ground flora was limited, due to military activities, but did include a little Dog’s Mercury Mercurialis

Site name Grid reference
Beckingham Ranges S K 8 7 8 5 5 4

Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

5 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre
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perennis and a few Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas.
There are numerous hedges on the site. They are all (?) species poor.

There are, in addition, a number of newish plantation woodlands scattered across the site. A few of these have been
planted up with conifers, but the majority have been planted with native species. At present the ground flora consists
mainly of rank grasses and ruderals. Also noteworthy is a small orchard attached to Stapleford Grange
(SK8712.5631). (The BAP definition counts five fruit trees or more as an orchard) This one contained several
apples, some plums and a large pear. Identifying the cultivars is a matter for specialists, but they might be of
interest.

Probably the most interesting floras were associated with the ponds that occur scattered across the site. The largest
of these, in the south-west corner, was surrounded by new plantation woodland, which made the eastern side
difficult to access, however, on the western bank Common Centaury Centaurium erythraea, Common Knapweed
Centaurea nigra, Blue Fleabane Erigeron acer, Glaucous Sedge Carex flacca and Red Bartsia Odontites verna all
occurred. At thewater’sedge a variety of willows Salix spp. grew, along with Reed Sweet-grass Glyceria maxima,
Bulrush Typha latifolia, Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus and False Fox-sedge Carex otrubae. In the water itself, the
only plant accessible was Spiked Water-milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum. By the side of the other main pond was a
stand of Galingale Cyperus longus at SK8752.5471.

Almost all of these plants were also found in some of the other ponds examined. Some of the smaller ponds,
particularly where the margins were poached by cattle, contained additional species such as Lesser Pondweed
Potamogeton pusillus, the stonewort Chara aspersa, as well as Water Plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica, Marsh
Cudweed Gnaphalium uliginosum, Brooklime Veronica beccabunga, and Pink Water-speedwell Veronica catenata.
The infrequent moss Aphanorrhegma patens was present, on cattle poached mud, at one such pond.

Many of these same plants also occurred in the abandoned meander complex found on the eastern bank of the
Witham, though this is an area which would repay more detailed investigation at a better time of year.

Birds seen: Coot Fulica atra; Mallard Anas platyrhynchos; Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis; Rook Corvus frugilegus;
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus; Mute Swan Cygnus olor.
Birds reported: Osprey Pandion haliaetus; Buzzard Buteo buteo.
Butterflies seen: Large White Pieris brassicae; Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae; Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria.

Animals seen: Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus, Fox Vulpes vulpes (dead).
Animals reported: Mink Mustela vison; Water voles Arvicola terrestris (but not recently); Common frog Rana
temporaria; newt species.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow  Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle  Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep  Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling ? Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Bryophytes recorded:
Aphanorrhegma patens
Barbula unguiculata
Brachythecium rutabulum
Bryum dichotomum
Calliergonella cuspidata
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Ceratodon purpureus
Didymodon fallax
Didymodon insulanus
Drepanocladus aduncus
Fissidens taxifolius
Funaria hygrometrica
Hypnum cupressiforme
Kindbergia praelonga
Mnium hornum
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Tortula ruralis
Weissia sp.

Beckingham Ranges 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony
Agrostis gigantea Black Bent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain
Alnus glutinosa Alder
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernel
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache
Bellis perennis Daisy
Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Chenopodium album Fat-hen
Chenopodium rubrum Red Goosefoot
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conium maculatum Hemlock
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood
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Beckingham Ranges 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Coronopus squamatus Swine-cress
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Cyperus longus Galingale
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch
Elytrigia repens Common Couch
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb
Erigeron acer Blue Fleabane
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley
Hordeum secalinum Meadow Barley
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
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Beckingham Ranges 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Mentha aquatica Water Mint
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not
Myosoton aquaticum Water Chickweed
Myriophyllum spicatum Spiked Water-milfoil
Nymphaea alba White Water-lily
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass
Phleum pratense Timothy
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Potamogeton pusillus Lesser Pondweed
Potentilla anserina Silverweed
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus avium Wild Cherry
Prunus domestica Wild Plum
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup
Ranunculus circinatus Fan-leaved Water-crowfoot
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex crispus Curled Dock
Rumex hydrolapathum Water Dock
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sambucus nigra Elder
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Senecio viscosus Sticky Groundsel
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
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Beckingham Ranges 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Tamus communis Black Bryony
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium pratense Red Clover
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Typha latifolia Bulrush
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Ulmus procera English Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime
Veronica catenata Pink Water-Speedwell
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
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Site Information

Site Name Beckingham Ranges

Grid Ref. SK 878 554

Area (ha.) 430

Parish Stapleford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The boundaries of the SNCI and County Wildlife Sites differ in the

following respects:

 The CWS boundary excludes several buildings within the site

 The CWS boundary excludes a slightly larger area of the building

complex in the SE

 The CWS boundary includes a small area of woodland in the east

(Top Covert) which is not within the Camp Boundary or the SNCI

 The CWS boundary includes a triangle of land in the south which is

not within the Camp and which is listed as a separate SNCI

(Woodgate Farm)

 The CWS boundary includes six fields plus shelterbelts in the south-

west which are not included in the SNCI

 The SNCI boundary includes part of a field in the north of the site

which was not included in the CWS

The survey followed the SNCI boundary.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary follow the

existing SNCI boundary to exclude areas that are not within the MOD

Ranges.

Selection

Criteria met

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent with a minimum

species index score of 8.

Flo3: Rivers, streams, canals, drains and ditches with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8.

Comment:58.66 hectares of this site are included in Natural England’s 

Grassland Inventory.

Species index

score

Thirteen species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines–Neutral

Grasslands - were present on site.
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Angelica sylvestris Galium verum Juncus articulatus

Carex flacca Gnaphalium uliginosum Lathyrus pratensis

Centaurea nigra Hordeum secalinum Lotus corniculatus

Cynosurus cristatus Juncus acutiflorus Sanguisorba officinalis

Filipendula ulmaria

Species index

score

Sixteen species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines–

Freshwater Algae and Plants - were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Mentha aquatica Ranunculus circinatus

Berula erecta Myriophyllum spicatum Rumex hydrolapathum

Callitriche sp. Phalaris arundinacea Scrophularia auriculata

Glyceria fluitans Phragmites australis Veronica beccabunga

Glyceria maxima Potamogeton pusillus Veronica catenata

Lythrum salicaria

Additional

comments
Basically an area of farmland managed by the military and used as a firing

range etc. Part of the grazing has been very much ‘improved’ whilst a 

substantial area of rough grazing remains. This latter area is potentially of

most floristic interest but is rather overgrazed.

The hedges are species poor, and most of the woodland is of recent

plantation origin.

The River Witham does not seem to have any particularly interesting plants

associated with it, but some of the many ponds on the site, and the

abandoned meander complex on the eastern bank of the Witham, are more

interesting.

Some of the plantations are getting near the stage when a bit of thinning

might be a good idea, e.g. that adjacent to Four Acre Wood, which was

virtually impenetrable.

A re-survey, at a more auspicious time of year, would probably be worthwhile.

The timing of this survey was restricted, to coincide with the annual

maintenance of the ranges.
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Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Formerly open grassland/moor, planted with conifers in 1955.
Terrain quite challenging in places–dense bramble scrub.

Like most Forestry Commission sites this one was quite varied, according to compartment. Mainly covered by dense
plantations of conifers including Corsican pine Pinus nigra ssp. laricio, Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris and Norway
spruce Picea abies (NB No attempt was made to list all the conifer species present).

In some compartments there was an impenetrable cover of brambles Rubus fruticosus agg. present, with a few
saplings of species such as Birch Betula spp. present, as well as odd ferns, such as Broad Buckler-fern Dryopteris
dilatata. In other places ferns (either Broad Buckler Dryopteris dilatata or Bracken Pteridium aquilinum) were the
dominant ground covering species, whilst in other places dense thickets of sapling Birch dominated.

In those compartments where deciduous trees were dominant then there was generally either a dense leaf litter
present or, in a few places, a sparse grass cover. There were relatively few entirely open areas, the central portion
of the Turfmoor, at the western end of the site, being one. This was the only place where Ling Calluna vulgaris and
cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix both grew, although odd plants of Ling grew elsewhere on the site–though never
in quantity.

In the main investigation was along the rides, with occasional forays, where possible / appropriate, into the
compartments themselves.

Some of the bigger rides had had a crushed limestone pavement laid down, which resulted in some odd
occurrences, such as Hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum hirsutum, as well as large quantities of the liverwort Pellia
endiviifolia, another calcicole. In general, however, the flora along the rides was made up of common ruderals (often
in small quantity) or plants of damp or acid ground. The most noteworthy of these were Trailing Tormentil Potentilla
anglica and Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis, both of which had been feared lost. Both grew in at least a couple
of places (NB The P. anglica populations probably need to be looked at more critically in view of the presence of
hybrids etc.). Many of the smaller paths were very wet and largely fringed by Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea;
this was also frequent under the trees in some places. Creeping Bent Agrostis stolonifera was also one of the main
components of grassy rides, though ferns and Bramble were frequent as invaders too.

There were a few drains crossing the site, but these were all (?) very choked and overgrown by bramble and other
scrub. They would certainly benefit from more regular clearing. More regular mowing of rides and paths would also
be beneficial.

Site name Grid reference
Stapleford Moor S K 8 6 5 5 8 7

Site sub-division Date

0 2 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

6 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal A Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL
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Fauna noted included Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria, Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus and Large White
Pieris brassicae butterflies, Robin Erithacus rubecula and Common Toad Bufo bufo.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Bryophytes recorded:
Amblystegium serpens
Atrichum undulatum
Barbula convoluta
Brachythecium rutabulum
Bryum pseudotriquetrum
Bryum subelegans
Calliergonella cuspidata
Campylopus introflexus
Cratoneuron filicinum
Dicranella cerviculata
Dicranella heteromalla
Dicranoweissia cirrata
Dicranum scoparium
Didymodon insulanus
Hypnum cupressiforme
Hypnum jutlandicum
Kindbergia praelonga
Lophocolea heterophylla
Mnium hornum
Orthodontium lineare
Orthotrichum affine
Orthotrichum diaphanum
Orthotrichum lyellii
Pellia endiviifolia
Pellia epiphylla
Plagiomnium affine
Plagiomnium undulatum
Plagiothecium curvifolium
Pleurozium schreberi
Polytrichum formosum
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans
Rhynchostegium confertum
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Ulota bruchii
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Stapleford Moor 02/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Alchemilla mollis Lady's Mantle
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern
Bellis perennis Daisy
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Betula pubescens Downy Birch
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Calluna vulgaris Heather
Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Carex viridula subsp. oedocarpa Common Yellow-sedge
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury
Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Erica tetralix Cross-leaved Heath
Euphrasia agg. Common Eyebright
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
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Stapleford Moor 02/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Hieracium agg. Hawkweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush
Juncus bufonius agg. Rush
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Populus tremula Aspen
Potentilla anglica Trailing Tormental
Potentilla erecta Tormentil
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene dioica Red Campion
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
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Stapleford Moor 02/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium repens White Clover
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet
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Site Information

Site Name Stapleford Moor

Grid Ref. SK 865 587

Area (ha.) 127.8

Parish Stapleford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The CWS covers a larger area than the SNCI, including an area in the

north that is now a quarry and therefore no longer part of the Stapleford Moor

site.

The survey followed the SNCI boundary.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary follow that

of the existing SNCI boundary.

Selection

Criteria met

HE2: Other heathland and acid grassland at least 0.1ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50m long, with a minimum index score of 8.

AP1: Acid peatland with a minimum species index score of 5

Comment: Although plantation woodland, the site fails to qualify under

woodland criteria, not being ancient woodland and not supporting a sufficient

number of woodland indicator species. It does however qualify under the

heathland and acid grassland criterion HE2 and, possibly, also under the acid

peatland criterion AP1, though the area of the latter habitat is small, with the

characteristic species tending to be scattered along rides and in clearings

rather than concentrated into discrete areas of habitat.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodland habitats were present.

Athyrium filix-femina Corylus avellana Veronica officinalis

Hypericum hirsutum Populus tremula

Species index

score

Nine species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of heathland and acid grassland were present.

Calluna vulgaris Galium saxatile Potentilla erecta

Deschampsia flexuosa Molinia caerulea Rumex acetosella

Erica tetralix Potentilla anglica Ulex europaeus
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Species index

score

Five species from Table 5 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of acid peatland were present

Calluna vulgaris Juncus bufonius Stellaria uliginosa

Erica tetralix Molinea caerulea

Additional

comments

It should be noted that the survey was undertaken quite late in the season

(2/9/08) and a visit at a more optimal time (mid-late spring) could well add

additional woodland indicators.

Although the site is mainly plantation woodland, it retains a good diversity of

heathland and grassland species along the rides etc. and has potential for

restoring/extending these habitat types.
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Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Heathland / Acid Peatland A Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL
Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

Site name Grid reference
Stapleford Woods S K 8 6 0 5 6 3

Site sub-division Date

0 1 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

7 hrs
30

mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

A very large Forestry Commission site. No attempt was made to identify or list all the different conifers present.
Note: the survey excluded The Wood House and Trinity Cottages in the north, which are private residences and
non-woodland. The site boundary has therefore been modified accordingly.Large areas consisted of high forest
of planted conifers (e.g. Corsican pine Pinus nigra ssp. laricio), with a deeply shaded floor which mainly
supported ferns such as Broad Buckler Fern Dryopteris dilatata or Bracken Pteridium aquilinum. There were a
few permanent clearings, particularly at the northern end of the site, but also some extensive areas of recent
felling; according to age, these were either relatively open, but with a good ground cover of Bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg, or were covered with a dense re-growth of sapling trees–usually of Birch Betula spp. Birch
species were also often prominent as a shrub layer under the main tree canopy, along with Rhododendron
Rhododendron ponticum, Elder Sambucus nigra, and various species of willow Salix spp. In drier areas Wavy
Hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa was prominent, often accompanied by Heath Bedstraw Galium saxatile and
occasionally, Ling Calluna vulgaris. In damper (and usually more peaty areas) areas Soft Rush Juncus effusus,
Water-pepper Persicaria hydropiper and Purple Moor-grass Molinia caerulea were all frequent.

The previous site survey (1978) refers to a stream on the western side: there was deep dyke, but it was heavily
overgrown and water movement appeared to be limited, indeed in places it appeared to be completely dry. In
other places it was completely choked with species such as Greater Pond Sedge Carex riparia or Reed Sweet-
grass Glyceria maxima. Although not examined along its whole length, it looked extremely unlikely that it would
still support Bog Pimpernel Anagallis tenella or Creeping Willow Salix repens, two species that were previously
recorded here.Other plants not refound included Cotton Grass Eriophorum angustifolium. Narrow Buckler Fern
Dryopteris carthusiana = D. spinulosa, and Lemon-scented Fern (aka Mountain Fern) Oreopteris limbosperma =
Thelypteris oreopteris though they might still hold on in pockets somewhere on such a big site.

Many of the other drains on the site were in a similarly choked state, though under trees Bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg. was the main colonist. These drains had very limited botanical interest. One prominent cross
drain, however, had obviously been cleared relatively recently and it held Common Bulrush Typha latifolia, Water
Plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica, Water Forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, Meadowsweet Filipendula
ulmaria and similar plants.

The open rides were mainly colonised by common ruderals and coarse grasses, such as Cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata or False Oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius though in places more interesting species such as Corn
Mint Mentha arvensis, Musk Mallow Malva moschata and Marsh Cudweed Gnaphalium uliginosum also
occurred. Where the rides bordered dykes then damp loving species such as Common Yellow-sedge Carex
viridula ssp oedocarpa and Greater Bird’s-foot Trefoil Lotus pedunculatus also occurred sporadically. Ling
Calluna vulgaris occurred most frequently on the sides of rides; more frequent mowing would undoubtedly help
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Bryophytes recorded:
Atrichum undulatum
Brachythecium rutabulum
Bryum rubens
Calliergonella cuspidata
Campylopus introflexus
Campylopus pyriformis
Ceratodon purpureus
Conocephalum conicum
Cratoneuron filicinum
Dicranella heteromalla
Dicranella varia
Dicranoweissia cirrata
Funaria hygrometrica
Hypnum cupressiforme
Hypnum jutlandicum
Kindbergia praelonga
Leiocolea turbinata
Lepidozia reptans
Leptodictyum riparium
Lophocolea bidentata
Lophocolea heterophylla
Mnium hornum.
Orthodontium lineare
Orthotrichum affine
Pellia endiviifolia
Plagiothecium curvifolium
Pohlia melanodon
Pohlia wahlenbergii
Polytrichum formosum
Polytrichum juniperinum
Pseudoscleropodium purum
Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Ulota bruchii

its growth.Some of the rides had had a pavement of crushed limestone put down; particularly where it was damp
and shady the calcicole liverwort Pellia endiviifolia was often abundant. A small leafy liverwort, Leiocolea
turbinata was also found in this habitat; this has now been confirmed as a new Vice County Record by T.
Blackstock, the relevant British Bryological Society hepatic referee.

Fauna noted included Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria; Large White Pieris brassicae; Common Blue
Polyommatus icarus; Green Woodpecker Picus viridis; Jay Garrulus glandarius; Pheasant Phasianus colchicus.
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Stapleford Wood 01/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Alnus glutinosa Alder
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern
Bellis perennis Daisy
Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Betula pubescens Downy Birch
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush
Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Calluna vulgaris Heather
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed
Campanula persicifolia Peach-leaved Bellflower
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse
Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress
Carex binervis Green-ribbed Sedge
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Carex ovalis Oval Sedge
Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge
Carex viridula subsp. oedocarpa Common Yellow-sedge
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis
Chenopodium album Fat-hen
Chenopodium polyspermum Many-seeded Goosefoot
Chenopodium rubrum Red Goosefoot
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Corylus avellana Hazel
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Stapleford Wood 01/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Cytisus scoparius Broom
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Elytrigia repens Common Couch
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle
Galium aparine Cleavers
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw
Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Hieracium agg. Hawkweed
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush
Juncus bufonius agg. Rush
Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Larix decidua European Larch
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Lemna minor Common Duckweed
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush
Lythrum portula Water-purslane
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Stapleford Wood 01/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife
Malus domestica Apple
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Malva moschata Musk-mallow
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Melilotus altissimus Tall Melilot
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint
Mentha spicata Spear Mint
Mentha x verticillata Whorled Mint
Molinia caerulea Purple Moor-grass
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Populus tremula Aspen
Potentilla anserina Silverweed
Potentilla erecta Tormentil
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus caesius Dewberry
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
Silene dioica Red Campion
Silene latifolia White Campion
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
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Stapleford Wood 01/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Thlaspi arvense Field Penny-cress
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover
Trifolium pratense Red Clover
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Typha latifolia Bulrush
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Ulmus procera English Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
Vicia sativa Common Vetch
Viola arvensis Field Pansy
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet
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Site Information

Site Name Stapleford Woods

Grid Ref. SK 860 563

Area (ha.) 227.34

Parish Stapleford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ slightly in the south-east, with the

CWS encompassing an additional non-woodland area.

The survey followed the SNCI boundary.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary follow that

of the existing SNCI boundary i.e. that it exclude the non-woodland area in

the south-east.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1 and WD1b: All semi natural ancient and ancient re-planted woodland

listed in Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory.

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent with a minimum

species index score of 8

HE2: Heathland and acid grassland at least 0.1 ha. In extent with a minimum

species index score of 8.

AP1: Acid peatland with a minimum species index score of 5.

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: The majority of the site is included in the Ancient Woodland

Inventory as ancient re-planted woodland, though there are some small areas

of ancient semi-natural woodland, concentrated particularly along either side

of Coddington Lane which runs through the centre of the site.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present.

Athyrium filix-femina Oxalis acetosella Populus tremula

Corylus avellana

Species index

score

Ten species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present.

Alopecurus pratensis Gnaphalium uliginosum Lotus corniculatus
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Carex ovalis Juncus articulatus Lotus pedunculatus

Centaurea nigra Lathyrus pratensis Potentilla erecta

Filipendula ulmaria

Species index

score

Ten species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of Heathland/Acid Grassland were present.

Arenaria serpyllifolia Deschampsia flexuosa Potentilla erecta

Calluna vulgaris Galium saxatile Rumex acetosella

Carex pilulifera Molinia caerulea Ulex europaeus

Cytisus scoparius

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 5 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of acid peatland were present.

Calluna vulgaris Carex viridula Molinia caerulea

Carex binervis Juncus bufonius Stellaria uliginosa

Carex pilulifera Juncus bulbosus

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of standing freshwater habitats were recorded:

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Carex riparia Phragmites australis

Berula erecta Glyceria maxima Typha latifolia

Callitriche stagnalis Lythrum salicaria

Additional

comments

It should be noted that the survey was undertaken quite late in the season

(2/9/08) and a visit at a more optimal time (mid-late spring) could well add

additional woodland indicators.

The following additional woodland indicators were recorded during the 1978

survey and may still be present

 Dryopteris carthusiana

 Hypericum humifusum

 Hypericum pulchrum

Moves which would help the flora would be selective removal of invasive

species such as rhododendron (though it is not too much of a problem at

present); more regular mowing of some of the rides, to encourage growth of

Ling Heather; and more frequent clearing of drains. Some of the drains could

also be filled, to produce damper ground surface conditions.
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Grid Square SK86
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Site name Grid reference
Eagle Hall Wood S K 8 6 0 6 5 5

Site sub-division Date
1 5 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, C. Hipperson

5 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme 
Bracken A HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This ancient replanted woodland is beginning to regain its natural character following the reduction of the conifer
plantation which once covered about 90% of the site. At the time of this survey, circa 40% of the site was under
mixed plantation although the removal of the conifers was in progress. Semi-mature pedunculate oak Quercus
robur and ash Fraxinus excelsior are dominant across the site and some ancient trees remain, as do old coppiced
hazel Corylus avellana. Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus is locally frequent throughout. The southern edge
supports wych elm Ulmus glabra and small-leaved elm Ulmus minor, which are regenerating, and semi-mature
turkey oak Quercus cerris. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. dominates the ground flora over much of the site.

Other occasional woody species include guelder rose Viburnum opulus, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, field
maple Acer campestre, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, holly Ilex aquifolium, honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenium,
wild plum Prunus domestica, field rose Rosa arvensis, mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia, goat willow Salix capraea,
osier Salix viminalis, white willow Salix alba, small-leaved lime Tilia cordata and rhododendron Rhododendron
ponticum.

Wet areas in the north-east of the site support some stag-horned pedunculate oaks but are dominated by dense
scrub composed of wild plum, field rose, goat willow with young downy birch Betula pubescens. Rosebay
willowherb Chamerion angustifolium is also frequent here. A permanently wet ditch in the north of the site supports
bulrush Typha latifolia, common club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris and jointed rush Juncus articulatus. An area in
the north-west of the site is dominated by silver birch Betula pendula with occasional semi-mature hornbeam
Carpinus betulus. This area has a deep layer of leaf litter and was found to be diverse in macrofungi species
including brickcaps Hypholoma sublateritium, birch polypore Piptoporus betulinus common puffball Lycoperdon
perlatum, deceiver Laccaria laccata, amethyst deceiver Laccaria amethystina, and a lavender-scented Collybia.

The best ground flora was recorded in the south-west of the site where the rare local subspecies of yellow
archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp. galeobdolon occurred. Other species included male fern Dryopteris filix-
mas, broad buckler-fern Dryopteris dilatata, narrow buckler-fern Dryopteris carthusiana, bugle Ajuga reptans, wood
false brome Brachypodium sylvaticum, wood sedge Carex sylvatica, dogs mercury Mercurialis perennis, greater
stitchwort Stellaria holostea and the moss Plagiomnium undulatum.

The rides are generally very wet and support species such as wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, hairy sedge Carex
hirta, carnation sedge Carex panicea, tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, meadowsweet Filipendula
ulmaria, hairy st. john’s wort Hypericum hirsutum, primrose Primula vulgaris, black nightshade Solanum nigrum,
lesser stitchwort Stellaria graminea and common dog violet Viola riviniana. Water avens Geum rivale and
brooklime Veronica beccabunga occur on the rides in the south of the wood.

Animals recorded include great tit Parus major, willow tit Poecile montanus, wood pigeon Columba palumbus,
pheasant Phasianus colchicus, grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis and hornet Vespa crabro.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees  Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Eagle Hall Wood 15/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple F DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LF F = Frequent
Ajuga reptans Bugle F O = Occasional
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell O R = Rare
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica F
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass LF (P) = Planted
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome LA
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort LF
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress LF
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge LF
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge LF
Carex panicea Carnation Sedge LF
Carex remota Remote Sedge R
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge R
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge LF
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam LF
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear LF
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R
Coronopus squamatus Swine-cress O
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
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Eagle Hall Wood 15/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LF
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb F
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LD
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw LF
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill F
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Geum rivale Water Avens LF
Geum urbanum Wood Avens A
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy A
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog LF
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O
Juncus bufonius agg. Rush O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
subsp. galeobdolon Yellow Archangel F
Lamium album White Dead-nettle F
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint LF
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury LA
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Phragmites australis Common Reed LO
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine LD
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain LF
Plantago major Greater Plantain LF
Plantago media Hoary Plantain LF
Potentilla anserina Silverweed LF
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil LF
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Eagle Hall Wood 15/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry LF
Primula vulgaris Primrose F
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal F
Prunus domestica Wild Plum F
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak R
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LD
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup O
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron LF
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix alba White Willow LF
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix viminalis Osier LF
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush LF
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort O
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover LF
Trifolium repens White Clover LF
Tripleurospermum
inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush LF
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm LF
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm LF
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Urtica urens Small Nettle O
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Eagle Hall Wood

Grid Ref. SK 862 653

Area (ha.) 41.6

Parish Eagle and Swinethorpe

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ slightly on the north-eastern

edge, where the SNCI encompasses an additional strip of woodland and in

the SE, where the CWS covers a small additional area. The CWS also

includes the Eagle Protected Roadside Verge (PRV) (see following site). The

survey followed the SNCI boundary.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary follow that

of the existing SNCI boundary to incorporate the additional woodland area. It

is also recommended that it incorporate the Eagle PRV to provide a buffer on

the western margin.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1 & WD1b: All semi-natural and plantation ancient woodland listed in

Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory.

Comment: The whole site (also known as Great Low Wood) is included in the

Ancient Woodland Inventory, the majority as semi-natural ancient woodland.

There is a small area to the south of the site that is listed as ancient

replanted.

Species index

score

16 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation of

woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex remota Geum rivale Primula vulgaris

Carex sylvatica Hypericum hirsutum Scrophularia nodosa

Cornus sanguinea Lysimachia nummularia Stellaria holostea

Corylus avellana Mercurialis perennis Tilia cordata

Dryopteris carthusiana Potentilla sterilis Viburnum opulus

Fragaria vesca

Additional

comments

Excellent ancient semi-natural woodland. The rare, local Lamiastrum

galeobdolon ssp. galeobdolon is present. Also contains a number of neutral

grassland species from Table 2.
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Site name Grid reference
8 5 7 6 5 1Eagle PRV (Low Wood Lane) S K
8 6 1 6 5 8

Site sub-division Date
2 7 0 6 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A narrow protected roadside verge, extending from SK 85758 65164 to SK86125 65850. It is bounded on its east
side by a ditch (dry at the time of the visit) and a bank, beyond which are tall trees forming the edge of Eagle Hall
Wood. The trees, largely beech Fagus sylvatica, with some ash Fraxinus excelsior, hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana and oak Quercus robur provide shade for most of the length of the verge–the
northern part extends beyond the wood but is still partly shaded by a tall hedge. The width of the verge varies
along its length but, even at its widest, it is only about 1.5 m. In places the vegetation was flattened for short
stretches, suggesting that vehicles had been forced on to the verge by vehicles heading in the opposite direction.

A total of 83 plant species were recorded, but of the significant species mentioned from the previous survey:
deadly nightshade Atropa bella-donna, yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-
scripta and dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, only the last was found. Other species indicating a woodland
influence were wood millet Milium effusum, wood false-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum and hairy brome
Bromopsis ramosa. The most abundant species were grasses: false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, cock’s-foot
Dactylis glomerata, rough meadow-grass Poa trivialis and tor-grass Brachypodium pinnatum–the last suggesting
a calcareous element to the soil. Only five indicator species of neutral grassland: meadow foxtail Alopecurus
pratensis, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, meadow vetchling Lathyrus
pratensis and yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens were present, but all were quite sparsely distributed. The
presence of Italian rye-grass Lolium multiflorum in some quantity, and occasional adventives such as charlock
Sinapis arvensis, red dead-nettle Lamium purpureum and sow-thistles Sonchus spp. suggest that the verge has
been manipulated in some way, presumably in the recent past.

The verge is too narrow to harbour any macrofauna and heavy showers at the time of the visit meant that few
invertebrates were active. The only species identified were speckled wood butterfly Pararge aegeria, the nettle-tap
moth Anthophila fabriciana, which appeared to be common, and one mole-hill.

Given the heavy shade prevailing along most of its length it is doubtful that any sort of management would lead to
improvement as a strip of neutral grassland.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

92

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage 
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Eagle PRV (Low Wood Lane) 27/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony R A = Abundant
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R F = Frequent
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail O O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A (P) = Planted
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache R
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass A
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed R
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Cruciata laevipes Crosswort R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash R
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle R
Galium aparine Cleavers R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Juncus bufonius Toad Rush R
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium multiflorum Italian Rye-grass F
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Eagle PRV (Low Wood Lane) 27/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury F
Milium effusum Wood Millet F
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass R
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Phleum pratense Timothy O
Pimpinella major Greater Burnet-saxifrage O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass A
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn R
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose R
Rubus caesius Dewberry F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex acetosa Sorrel R
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene dioica Red Campion O
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Tamus communis Black Bryony R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed R
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulmus procera English Elm R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
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Site Information

Site Name Eagle PRV (Low Wood Lane)

Grid Ref. SK 857 652 –SK 862 658

Length (km) 0.79

Parish Eagle and Swinethorpe

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Protected Roadside Verge (PRV)

Note: Only the east side of the lane is designated. The CWS also includes

Eagle Hall Wood (see preceding site).

It is recommended that the PRV be included in the proposed Eagle Hall Wood

Local Wildlife Site (see above).

Selection

Criteria met

This site does not meet any of the criteria for designation as a Local Wildlife

Site in its own right. However, it does contain five neutral grassland species

listed in Table 2, four calcareous grassland species listed in Table 3 and four

woodland species listed on Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines.

The site is adjacent to Eagle Hall Wood, which does qualify under woodland

criteria. The PRV could therefore be included within the Eagle Hall Wood

Local Wildlife Site under criterion Mos2: Areas of at least 0.1 ha that add to

the wildlife value of adjacent land qualifying for Local Wildlife Site designation

on habitat grounds. Inclusion of the PRV would add a useful buffer to the

woodland on its northern-western side

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Alopecurus pratensis Filipendula ulmaria Trisetum flavescens

Centaurea nigra Lathyrus pratensis

Species index

score

Four species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium

pinnatum

Cruciata laevipes Trisetum flavescens

Centaurea nigra

Species index Four species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation
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score of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Elymus caninus Milium effusum Stellaria holostea

Mercurialis perennis

Additional

comments

The following additional woodland indicators were recorded during the 1995

survey:

 Hyacinthoides non-scripta

 Lamiastrum galeobdolon



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

96



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

97

Site name Grid reference
Enfield Farm S K 8 6 1 6 7 6

Site sub-division Date
Enfield Barn 1 8 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

hrs 50 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game 
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Two fields of semi-improved neutral grassland used for horse grazing. The shorter areas are dominated by bents
Agrostis spp., with some red fescue Festuca rubra, whilst Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus, cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata, couch Elytrigia repens and Timothy Phleum pratense occur in the less heavily grazed areas. A little
tufted hair grass Deschampsia cespitosa occurs on the margins, together with hairy sedge Carex hirta. The most
frequent forbs are creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, meadow buttercup R. acris, ribwort plantain Plantago
lanceolata, sorrel Rumex acetosa and dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg. The only grassland species of note
recorded was devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis, several plants of which occurred under the fenceline on the
eastern margin of the northern paddock.

A small pond shaded by a pedunculate oak Quercus robur tree occurs in the south-west corner of the northern
paddock. This was dry at the time of survey and contained no wetland species.

A damp ditch separates the northern and southern paddocks and this supports a few species characteristic of
damper ground, including reed canary grass Phalaris arundinacea, great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, flote grass
Glyceria fluitans and soft rush Juncus effusus. Small crack willow Salix fragilis trees grow along its southern bank,
forming in effect a scrubby hedgerow. A single Midland hawthorn Crataegus laevigata occurs amongst the willows.

Other hedgerows occur along the western, eastern and southern boundaries. For the most part these are dominated
by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, with some blackthorn Prunus spinosa and dog rose Rosa canina agg. A line of
mature pedunculate oak Quercus robur trees occur within the hedge on the southern boundary.

Fauna noted included evidence of rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus and mole Talpa europaea activity, as well as
sightings of wood pigeon Columba palumbus, magpie Pica pica and pheasant Phasianus colchicus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses  Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
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Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Enfield Farm (Enfield Barn
Sub-division) 18/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent A DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F D = Dominant
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O A = Abundant
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O F = Frequent
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O O = Occasional
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O R = Rare
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O L = Locally
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn R (P) = Planted
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb LF
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass LF
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O
Phleum pratense Timothy LA
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup A
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Sorrel F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock F
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion F
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
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Site name Grid reference
Enfield Farm S K 8 6 3 6 7 6

Site sub-division Date
Enfield Farm 2 4 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal A Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A small parcel of land lying to the east and south of Enfield Farm itself, all of the boundaries consisting of hedges,
although that on the eastern side is somewhat gappy. A deep drain also defines the eastern boundary, and lies
between it and the road into the village of North Scarle.

At the northern end, behind the hedge, is a limited amount of (temporarily?) dumped builders rubbish and stored
building materials; around that area there was a selection of common ruderals, such as Nettle Urtica dioica,
Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium, and Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense.

Apart from that, the site consists of ungrazed and unmanaged neutral grassland, dominated by Tufted Hair-grass
Deschampsia cespitosa. Other grasses present include substantial quantities of Cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata,
False Oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius and Couch-grass Elytrigia repens. Red Fescue Festuca rubra and Yorkshire-
fog Holcus lanatus occurred less frequently. Scattered through this were occasional plants of Greater Burnet
Sanguisorba officinalis, Tufted Vetch Vicia cracca, Lesser Stitchwort Stellaria graminea and Pepper Saxifrage
Silaum silaus. Knapweed Centaurea nigra, Common Sorrel Rumex acetosa and Meadow Vetchling Lathyrus
pratensis were also present.

A few species listed on the previous survey (1988) were not seen, notably Marsh Foxtail Alopecurus geniculatus,
Floating Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans, Pignut Conopodium majus, and Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria. They
may well, however, still be present.

The hedges surrounding the site were species poor, consisting mainly of Blackthorn Prunus spinosa with additional
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and occasional Elder Sambucus nigra. A few mature Oak Quercus robur were also
present, as well as smaller Ash Fraxinus excelsior. In places the Blackthorn had been clearly suckering and invading
the meadow: this growth had been cut and cleared and ditches on the southern and northern boundary had been
cleaned out. This appeared to be the only form of active management taking place.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Enfield Farm (Enfield Farm Sub-
division) 24/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Elytrigia repens Common Couch
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Phleum pratense Timothy
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosa Sorrel
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Sambucus nigra Elder
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
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Enfield Farm (Enfield Farm Sub-
division) 24/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silaum silaus Pepper-saxifrage
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Trifolium repens White Clover
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
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Site Information

Site Name Enfield Farm (including Enfield Barn)

Grid Ref. SK 863 676

Area (ha.) Enfield Farm 0.8 ha.

Enfield Barn 1.9 ha.

Parish North Scarle

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

The Enfield Farm sub-division and the northern paddock of Enfield Barn are

included in Natural England’s Grassland Inventory.

Note: The SINC and CWS boundaries differ in respect of a large field in the

south of the site, which was included in the CWS but not the SINC. The CWS

also excluded the houses in the north of the site, which the SINC did not. The

survey was carried out to the CWS boundary.

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Six species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Odontites vernus* Silaum silaus*

Lathyrus pratensis* Sanguisorba officinalis* Succisa pratensis#

Species marked # were found only in Enfield Barn part of the site, those marked* were in the

Enfield Farm sub-division.

Additional

comments

The following additional neutral grassland species were recorded during the

1988 survey from the whole site area and may still be present

 Alopecurus geniculatus
 Alopecurus pratensis
 Anthoxanthum odoratum
 Cardamine pratensis
 Conopodium majus
 Cynosurus cristatus
 Lotus corniculatus

The grassland in the Enfield Farm part of the site was long and rank, and

apparently only very occasionally mowed, whilst that in the Enfield Barn sub-
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division is grazed by horses. Ditches along the southern and northern

margins of the Enfield Farm sub-division have recently been cleaned out and

were bare of vegetation. Building materials and waste are being stored in the

northern part of the Enfield Farm sub-division.
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Site name Grid reference

Hill Holt Wood S K 8 6 2 6 0 5

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson, S. Donagain

2 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An area of ancient woodland which is home to a social and sustainable forestry enterprise. Hill Holt educates and
trains young people in forestry and sustainable construction skills. The site is open to the public and the woodland
is managed for sustainable timer production and nature conservation.

The woodland mainly comprises pedunculate oak Quercus robur standards over hazel Corylus avellana coppice.
Birch–both Betula pendula and B. pubescens–is common throughout and forms dense thickets in places where
oak was removed in early 1990’s.  Ash Fraxinus excelsior is also frequent and clonal patches of aspen Populus
tremula occur in places. Softwoods have been planted in some areas and include European larch Larix decidua,
noble fir Abies procera and Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris. Other recent plantings have included wild cherry Prunus
avium and wild service tree Sorbus torminalis.

Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum was formerly abundant in the understorey but a control programme has
been implemented and its extent is now much reduced. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. tends to dominate the
ground flora, but there are also patches of bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta and bracken Pteridium aquilinum, as
well as wood anemone Anemone nemorosa, Enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana and primrose Primula
vulgaris. Some areas on the western side of the wood and along the margins of the main driveway have a more
‘heathy’ ground flora with species such as wavy hair grass Deschampsia flexuosa, slender St. John’s-wort
Hypericum pulchrum and mosses such as Polytrichum formosum.

A lake has been created in the east central part of the wood adjacent to the house. This is fringed with bulrush
Typha latifolia, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum and galingale Cyperus longus, whilst aquatic plants
include broadleaved pondweed Potamogeton natans and white water-lily Nymphaea alba. A bund on the western
margin of the lake is being colonised by alder Alnus glutinosa and willow Salix spp. seedlings and saplings, as well
as by species of open ground such as colt’s-foot Tussilago far-fara, large bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus and
yarrow Achillea millefolium. There are also two smaller ponds, one located in the northern part of the woodland
adjacent to the entrance drive and another in the south near to the main ride.

There is a badger Meles meles sett in the western part of the wood, whilst other mammals reported from the site
include muntjac Muntiacus reevesi, roe deer Capreolus capreolus, grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis and five
species of bat (S. Donagain, pers. comm.). Birds noted during the current survey included chaffinch Fringilla
coelebs, blackbird Turdus merula, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita and, on the ponds and lake, mallard Anas
platyrhynchos and moorhen Gallinula chloropus. All three native woodpeckers are also known from the site and
kinfisher Alcedo atthis has bred near the lake. Herpetofauna include common frog Rana temporaria, common toad
Bufo bufo and grass snake Natrix natrix.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees  Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity  Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species 

Hill Holt Wood 07/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Abies procera Noble Fir O (P) DAFOR Scale
Acer campestre Field Maple O D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow F A = Abundant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut R F = Frequent
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O O = Occasional
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O R = Rare
Ajuga reptans Bugle O
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain O L = Locally
Alnus glutinosa Alder F (P) = Planted
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone LA
Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern O
Betula pendula Silver Birch A
Betula pubescens Downy Birch F
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome O
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge R
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge O
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut O (P)
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel A
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Cyperus longus Galingale O (P)
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Hill Holt Wood 07/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass R
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's Waterweed O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O

Epilobium montanum
Broad-leaved
Willowherb O

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree R
Fagus sylvatica Beech R (P)
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell R
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort R
Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort R
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Impatiens parviflora Small Balsam O
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush F
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Larix decidua European Larch O (P)
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet R
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O

Lotus corniculatus
Common Bird's-foot-
trefoil R

Lotus pedunculatus
Greater Bird's-foot-
trefoil F

Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Plantago major Greater Plantain R
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Populus tremula Aspen LF
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Hill Holt Wood 07/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Potamogeton crispus Curled Pondweed O

Potamogeton natans
Broad-leaved
Pondweed F

Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry O
Primula vulgaris Primrose O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O (P)
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn R
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LA
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak A
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron F
Ribes rubrum Red Currant R
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble D
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Salix viminalis Osier O (P)
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R
Sorbus torminalis Wild Service Tree R (P)
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Taxus baccata Yew R
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot F
Typha latifolia Bulrush O
Ulex europaeus Gorse R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
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Site Information

Site Name Hill Holt Wood

Grid Ref. SK 862 605

Area (ha.) 14.8

Parish Norton Disney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS site boundaries differ with respect to a belt of trees

along an old carriage drive in the SE, which was included in the CWS but not

in the SNCI. This is in separate land ownership from Hill Holt Wood and not

worthy of designation as a Local Wildlife Site in its own right, being mainly

pine and rhododendron. The SNCI also encompasses a block of woodland to

the south of the main wood that was not included in the CWS. This is

eseentially a continuation of the same habitat type and of similar quality to Hill

Holt Wood proper.

It is recommended that the boundary of the proposed Local Wildlife Site

boundary follow that of the existing SNCI, in that it excludes the carriage drive

area but includes the block of woodland in the south.

Local Wildlife

Site Selection

Criteria met

WD2: Woodland with characteristics of semi-natural ancient woodland that

does not appear in the Ancient Woodland Inventory with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Comment:Although not included in Natural England’s Ancient Woodland 

Inventory, most of this woodland does appear to be of ancient semi-natural

origin.

Species index

score

17 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were recorded from the site, as follows

Anemone nemorosa Euonymus europaeus Primula vulgaris

Athyrium filix-femina
Hyacinthoides non-
scripta Prunus avium*

Carex pendula Hypericum hirsutum Sorbus torminalis*
Carex sylvatica Hypericum pulchrum Veronica officinalis
Cornus sanguinea Populus tremula Viburnum opulus
Corylus avellana Potentilla sterilis

*Species known to have been planted
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Additional

comments

The site is being managed specifically for nature conservation and

sustainable forestry and has benefited from the control of rhododendron,

which was invading the understorey. The process of re-instating hazel

coppice should continue and there should be a general presumption in favour

of native broadleaved trees rather than exotic softwoods.
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Site name Grid reference
Hurn Wood S K 8 8 4 6 8 9
Site sub-division Date

1 0 0 9 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187

Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan (in
prep.)



Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A small wood (20 ha.), largely surrounded by open farmland, but with the grounds of a large house adjacent to the
south-west corner. The wood is dominated by oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior and hazel Corylus
avellana but, in places, there are significant numbers of sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and silver birch Betula
pendula. A small area in the northern part, near a pheasant release pen, had been planted with Norway spruce
Picea abies, and the previous survey (in 1977) referred to a small area in the eastern part of the wood that had
been planted with poplars. The canopy is quite dense, producing a lot of shade and, therefore, a rather sparse
ground flora, but the soil was damp and there were many ferns, mosses and other species that thrive in these
conditions. Several rides criss-cross the wood, providing slightly more open habitat, although frequent vehicle
access in the wet conditions meant that much of the vegetation of these rides had suffered from wheel damage. A
drain runs through the south-western part of the wood and at least the southern edge is bounded by a deep wet
ditch.

A total of 98 vascular plant species was recorded, including 20 woodland indicator species: remote sedge Carex
remota, wood-sedge C. sylvatica, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, hazel Corylus avellana, scaly male fern Dryopteris
affinis, bearded couch Elymus caninus, short-fruited willowherb Epilobium obscrum, woodruff Galium odoratum,
water avens Geum rivale, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum hirsutum, square-
stalked St John’s-wort H. tetrapterum, yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp. montanum, creeping-jenny
Lysimachia nummularia, dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, primrose Primula vulgaris, common figwort
Scrophularia nodosa, greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea, wood speedwell Veronica montana and guelder rose
Viburnum opulus. In addition, wood anemone Anemone nemorosa was reported in the previous survey, and was
probably overlooked during this survey because of the late date. Another species of interest was a narrow-leaved,
non-stinging nettle, possibly fen nettle Urtica galeopsifolia (see Watsonia 22: 275-278) at SK 88617 68957.

The sky was heavily overcast during most of the survey so there was little bird activity –nine species were
recorded, including buzzard Buteo buteo, marsh tit Poecile palustris, song thrush Turdus philomelos and
treecreeper Certhia familiaris. Two badger Meles meles setts showing signs of recent activity were noted near the
southern edge of the wood. Few insects were seen, but a number of common darters Sympetrum striolatum and
migrant hawkers Aeshna mixta were noted along the north-west edge of the wood.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage 
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Hurn Wood 10/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore A D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent R F = Frequent
Ajuga reptans Bugle F O = Occasional
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R R = Rare
Alnus glutinosa Alder LF
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica R L = Locally
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O (P) = Planted
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies R
Betula pendula Silver Birch F
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome F
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome F
Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress O
Carex remota Remote Sedge F
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge F
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam O
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear R
Chamaecyparis
lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb R
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle R
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R
Corylus avellana Hazel A
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Dryopteris affinis Scaly Male-fern R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern F
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern F
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch O
Epilobium obscurum Short-fruited Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb R
Fagus sylvatica Beech O
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Hurn Wood 10/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium odoratum Woodruff O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum rivale Water Avens O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass O
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort O

Hypericum tetrapterum
Square-stalked St John's-
wort O

Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Juncus effusus Soft-rush R
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
subsp. montanum Yellow Archangel R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy F
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O

Lotus corniculatus
Common Bird's-foot-
trefoil R

Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury A
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not F
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Picea abies Norway Spruce O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass R
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar O
Primula vulgaris Primrose O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum R
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O
Pyrus pyraster Wild Pear R
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak A
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes sanguineum Flowering Currant O
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rubus idaeus Rasberry R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
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Hurn Wood 10/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Salix caprea Goat Willow R
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Urtica dioica ssp.
galeopsifolia Fen Nettle R
Veronica montana Wood Speedwell F
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell R
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Hurn Wood

Grid Ref. SK884689

Area (ha.) 27?

Parish Eagle and Swinethorpe

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

WD1: All semi-natural ancient woodland listed on Natural England’s Ancient 

Woodland Inventory.

Comment: The majority of the site (15.71 ha) is listed as semi-natural ancient

woodland in the Ancient Woodland Inventory.

Species index

score

20 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex remota Galium odoratum Mercurialis perennis

Carex sylvatica Geum rivale Primula vulgaris

Cornus sanguinea Hyacinthoides non-scripta Scrophularia nodosa

Corylus avellana Hypericum hirsutum Stellaria holostea

Dryopteris affinis Hypericum tetrapterum Veronica montana

Elymus caninus Lamiastrum galeobdolon

subsp. montanum

Viburnum opulus

Epilobium obscurum Lysimachia nummularia

Additional

comments

Good quality ancient woodland site with a diverse flora. Would benefit from

some canopy thinning in places.
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Site name Grid reference

Norton Big Wood S K 8 8 0 6 0 4

Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson, S. Donagain

3 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197

Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan (in
prep.)



Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme 
Bracken A HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large area of woodland comprising a mix of planted conifers and hardwoods and longer established native
broadleaves. The majority of the site–with the exception of small areas in the north-west and south–is included
in the Ancient Woodland Inventory as either ancient semi-natural or ancient re-planted woodland. In the process
of being acquired by Hill Holt Wood, who intend to prepare and implement a conservation management plan.

The more semi-natural woodland areas are concentrated in the east and south of the site, where mature
pedunculate oak Quercus robur occurs over hazel Corylus avellana coppice. Birch–both Betula pendula and B.
pubescens–is abundant, both in the oak dominated areas and as purer stands. Ash Fraxinus excelsior is
common in some areas and rowan Sorbus aucuparia is frequent throughout. Small-leaved lime Tilia cordata is
occasional and occurs as multi-stemmed trees that appear to have been managed as coppice in the past.
Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum occurs in the understorey in places and appears to be particularly
concentrated towards the south-east. The field layer is overwhelmingly dominated by bracken Pteridium
aquilinum and, to a lesser extent, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. However, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta is
occasional whilst other species recorded included enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana, wood sedge Carex
sylvatica, wavy hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa, slender St. John’s-wort Hypericum pulchrum and common
figwort Scrophularia nodosa, amongst others. Ferns include male fern Dryopteris filix-mas, broad buckler-fern
D.dilatata plus very occasional narrow buckler-fern D. carthusiana.

The plantation areas comprise regularly spaced rows of semi-mature trees, including European larch Larix
decidua, Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris, pedunculate oak and beech Fagus sylvatica. These grow over a field layer
of that is dominated by bracken and bramble.

There are several clearings in the central part of the wood and these are also dominated by bracken. Plants such
as field wood rush Luzula campestris, tormentil Potentilla erecta and heath bedstraw Galium saxatile survive on
the margins of mammal paths etc., where the bracken canopy is more open.

A stream course meanders through the north-central part of the wood. This was dry at the time of survey. It has a
gravel bed and steep banks. It is heavily shaded for the most part and has little associated vegetation.

Fauna noted during the survey included grass snake Natrix natrix, muntjac Muntiacus reevesi, plus the following
bird species: chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, wren Troglodytes troglodytes, robin
Erithacus rubecula, blackbird Turdus merula and song thrush Turdus philomelos. A possible outlying badger
Meles meles sett was also noted.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species 

Norton Big Wood 16/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O DAFOR Scale
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F D = Dominant
Ajuga reptans Bugle R A = Abundant
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O F = Frequent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R R = Rare
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Betula pendula Silver Birch A L = Locally
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O (P) = Planted
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle R
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia flexuosa Wavy Hair-grass LA
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch R
Fagus sylvatica Beech O
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass O
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Norton Big Wood 16/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O
Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort O
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Juncus effusus Soft-rush R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Larix decidua European Larch O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle F
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla erecta Tormentil R
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken D
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F-LD
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow R
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan F
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime R
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley R
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Ulex europaeus Gorse R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
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Site Information

Site Name Norton Big Wood

Grid Ref. SK 880 604

Area (ha.) 37

Parish Norton Disney

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

WD1 and WD1b: All semi-natural and plantation ancient woodland listed in

Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory.

Comment: Majority of site is included (along with the adjacent Hawdins

Wood) in the Ancient Woodland Inventory as ancient semi-natural or ancient

re-planted woodland.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of woodland habitats were present on site.

Carex sylvatica Hyacinthoides non-scripta Stellaria holostea

Corylus avellana Hypericum pulchrum Tilia cordata

Dryopteris carthusiana Scrophularia nodosa

Additional

comments

A large wood which has been neglected for a number of years. Dense

bracken and bramble in the field layer made access difficult to some areas

and further survey visits would undoubtedly add to the species lists for the

site.

Would benefit from ride and glade management to reduce the predominance

of bracken, together with control of Rhododendron. Long-term

thinning/removal of conifers and reversion to broadleaves is also

recommended. Coppicing of the hazel understorey could be re-instated in

some areas.
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Site name Grid reference
Tunman Wood S K 8 8 7 6 4 8

Site sub-division Date

0 3 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

2 hrs 40 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme 

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A managed woodland which showed the usual mosaic of high forest trees, cleared areas largely covered with scrub
and invading saplings, and intermediate stands. As a consequence investigation of the forest floor was possible in
places, and elsewhere either difficult or impossible due to brashings and brambles. Most of the areas which were
open to investigation had a relatively poor ground flora, due to a combination of deep shade or heavy litter fall.

The previous survey in 1977 noted that Beech Fagus sylvatica and conifer plantations were being interplanted into
areas previously occupied by coppice. These blocks are now much more mature. Other blocks have clearly been
felled some time ago, but not replanted (?) and are now, as noted above, impenetrable due to sapling and bramble
growth. Those areas which are still relatively open are currently dominated by tall ruderal herb and grass
communities of little interest.

The rides were the most productive areas floristically, though most of the species concerned were common ruderals.
Some of the more interesting plants included Heath Speedwell Veronica officinalis, Hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum
hirsutum, Whorled Mint Mentha x verticillata, Garden Alchemilla Alchemilla mollis and Creeping Jenny Lysimachia
nummularia. There were also a couple of unidentifiable sedges Carex sp.present.

Some of the rides, on the heavier clay soil were very wet, and species such as Tufted Hair-grass Deschampsia
cespitosa and Water-pepper Persicaria hydropiper were not infrequent, along with Creeping Bent Agrostis
stolonifera, Floating Sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans, etc. On the side of one of these damp rutted rides the moss
Pseudephemerum nitidum was found–new to Vice County 53.

Several of the plants listed on the previous survey were not refound, e.g. Bugle Ajuga reptans, Lords & Ladies Arum
maculatum, Water Avens Geum rivale and Wood Anemone Anemone nemorosa. However, they are most probably
still there but were not located due to the season, chance, and inclement weather conditions.

Fauna noted included Rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus; Grey Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis; Muntjac Muntiacus
reevesi.; a pair of Buzzards Buteo buteo; and Speckled Wood butterfly Pararge aegeria.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Bryophytes recorded:
Atrichum undulatum
Calliergonella cuspidata
Campylopus introflexus
Ceratodon purpureus
Dicranella cerviculata
Dicranella heteromalla
Eurhynchium striatum
Kindbergia praelonga
Lophocolea heterophylla
Lunularia cruciata
Mnium hornum
Plagiomnium undulatum
Polytrichum formosum
Pottia truncata
Pseudephemerum nitidum–New Vice County Record
Pseudotaxiphyllum elegans
Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus
Thamnobryum alopecurum

Tunman Wood 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alchemilla mollis Lady's Mantle
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Betula pubescens Downy Birch
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Carex remota Remote Sedge
Centaurea cyanus Cornflower
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Chenopodium album Fat-hen
Chenopodium polyspermum Many-seeded Goosefoot
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
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Tunman Wood 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Cytisus scoparius Broom
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium saxatile Heath Bedstraw
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed
Hieracium agg. Hawkweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush
Juncus bufonius agg. Rush
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Malva moschata Musk-mallow
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed
Melissa officinalis Balm
Mentha x verticillata Whorled Mint
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
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Tunman Wood 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Populus tremula Aspen
Potentilla anserina Silverweed
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Primula vulgaris Primrose
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rubus idaeus Rasberry
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Sagina apetala ssp apetala Annual Pearlwort
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Senecio sylvaticus Heath Groundsel
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
Silene dioica Red Campion
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey
Trifolium pratense Red Clover
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare
Viola arvensis Field Pansy
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet
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Site Information

Site Name Tunman Wood

Grid Ref. SK 887 648

Area (ha.) 18.9

Parish Thorpe on the Hill

District North Kesteven

Existing

Status

Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

WD1b: All plantations on ancient woodland sites listed in Natural

England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory

Comment: The site is included in the Ancient Woodland Inventory as

ancient re-planted woodland.

Species index

score

Twelve species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex remota Lysimachia nummularia Scrophularia nodosa

Corylus avellana Mercurialis perennis Veronica officinalis

Hypericum hirsutum Populus tremula Viburnum opulus

Hypericum

tetrapterum

Primula vulgaris Viola reichenbachiana

Additional

comments

The following additional woodland indicators were recorded during the

1977 survey and may still be present

 Anemone nemorosa

 Geum rivale.

The present management seems to be adequate to ensure the

continuation of the recorded flora. A little more selective intervention

would enhance it. Eventual replacement of conifers with native

hardwood species, preferably in more mixed stands, would be the ideal

long-term management aim.
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Grid Square SK95
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Site name Grid reference

Carlton-le-Moorland Grassland S K 9 2 2 5 7 5

Site sub-division Date
2 4 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

0 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This is a very small site, occupying a ‘leg’ protruding southwards from a much larger arable field. It is surrounded on 
the southern, eastern and western sides by species poor hedges, whilst to the north it runs into a wide grassy
‘conservation margin’ with a somewhat different flora. Running north-south through the site are several shallow
damp depressions, possibly remnants of a ridge & furrow system. These do not extend northwards onto the
conservation margins.

The vegetation consists of neutral meadowland; the dominant grass appears to be cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata,
with smaller amounts of tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, red fescue Festuca rubra, false oat-grass
Arrhenatherum elatius and Yorkshire-fog Holcus lanatus. Greater burnet Sanguisorba officinalis was present in great
quantity, as was meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, with the latter largely confined to the bottom of the depressions
or furrows mentioned above. The only other forbs that were abundant were common sorrel Rumex acetosa and
nettle Urtica dioica, though the latter was only common at the southern end of the site, near the hedge; common
knapweed Centaurea nigra occurred frequently and hogweed Heracleum sphondylium was also present. The owner
of this site reported having previously recorded pignut Conopodium majus, marsh bedstraw Galium palustre, betony
Stachys officinalis and devils bit scabious Succisa pratensis and also advised that the hedge to the west is an old
parish boundary hedge.

The hedgerows were mainly comprised blackthorn Prunus spinosa and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, with a few
elder Sambucus nigra bushes, an apple Malus domestica, and a few trees–notably a crack willow Salix fragilis, an
oak Quercus robur and an ash Fraxinus excelsior.

The owner of this site reported having previously recorded pignut Conopodium majus, marsh bedstraw Galium
palustre, betony Stachys officinalis and devil’s bit scabious Succisa pratensis and also advised that the hedge to the
west is an old parish boundary hedge.

The conservation margin which runs up the edge of the main field included selfheal Prunella vulgaris, ribwort
plantain Plantago lanceolata, musk mallow Malva moschata, yarrow Achillea millefolium, wild carrot Daucus carota,
lady’s bedstraw Galium verum and chicory Cichorium intybus, as well as a variety of grasses.

The moss Ephemerum minutissimum var minutissimum was also present amongst the stubble on the field margin.
Although recorded for South Lincolnshire it is by no means common, although it is very small and easily overlooked.
Three common butterflies were recorded: red admiral Vanessa atalanta, large white Pieris brassicae and speckled
wood Pararge aegeria.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas ?
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow ? Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle ? Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Carlton-Le-Moorland
Grassland
Scientific Name Common Name 24/09/2008
Achillea millefolium Yarrow CM
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent CM
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Cichorium intybus Chicory CM
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle CM
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle CM
Conopodium majus Pignut Recorded by William Booth
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn CM
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard CM
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail CM
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Daucus carota Carrot CM
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw
Galium palustre Common Marsh-bedstraw Recorded by William Booth
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Malus domestica Apple
Malva moschata Musk-mallow CM
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Potentilla erecta Tormentil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal CM
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup CM
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosa Sorrel
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
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Sambucus nigra Elder
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
Stachys officinalis Betony Recorded by William Booth
Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious Recorded by William Booth
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil CM
Urtica dioica Common Nettle

CM = species recorded in the conservation margin
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Site Information

Site Name Carlton-le-Moorland Grassland

Grid Ref. SK922575

Area (ha.) 0.44

Parish Bassingham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The CWS as shown on the Local Plan Proposals Map and the SNCI

shown on the GIS layer are located in in different but adjacent fields. It has

been determined from field survey and aerial photographs that the SNCI

boundary shown on the GIS is the corrent boundary, with the area shown as

CWS on the Proposals Map being an arable field. The recommended

boundary for the proposed Local Wildlife Site on the accompanying plan

follows that of the existing SNCI. The survey covered the SNCI plus an

adjacent area of conservation margin.

Selection

Criteria met

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent with a minimum

species index score of 8.

Comment: This site it is clearly a remnant area of old meadow and is listed

on Natural England’s Grassland Inventory.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral and calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Galium verum Stachys officinalis

Conopodium majus Potentilla erecta Succisa pratensis

Filipendula ulmaria Sanguisorba officinalis

Additional

comments

Additional neutral grassland species, crested dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus,

and calcareous grassland species, wild carrot Daucus carota, were noted in

the conservation margin adjacent to the site.
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Site name Grid reference

Cranwell Grassand S K 9 9 5 5 0 4

Site sub-division Date

1. Grassland 1 6 0 7 0 8

0 4 1 0 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

2 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An area of limestone grassland on the north-eastern margins of Reeve’s Plantation within the grounds of RAF
Cranwell. The original site has now been largely planted up with trees and shrubs (see sub-division 2) and has
lost much of its interest. However a small area of grassland remains in the north east. The site boundary has
been extended to include a contiguous area of grassland used for training purposes, which supports a similarly
rich limestone flora.

The eastern extension comprises a relatively short sward maintained by mowing (?). Grasses include red fescue
Festuca rubra, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens and common bent Agrostis
capillaris, amongst others. A rich assortment of forbs are present, including abundant eyebright Euphrasia
officinalis agg., as well as stemless thistle Cirsium acaulon, glaucous sedge Carex flacca, fairy flax Linum
catharticum, salad burnet Sanguisorba minor, centaury Centaurium erythraea, rough hawkbt Leontodon hispidus,
red bartsia Odontites vernus and common knapweed Centaurea nigra. Heath bedstraw Gallium saxatile was
noted on sandy hummocks in the north of the site. As the site was originally designated for its calcareous
grassland flora it is suggested that the boundary be extended to include this area of rich calcareous grassland,
which is likely to be similar to that of the original SNCI description. The proposed extension is a reverse ‘L’ shape 
to the east of the plantation. At present this area of grassland is used for physical training; the horse-grazed fields
between the present site and the suggested extension appear to be of lesser quality so were not included in the
suggested extension area.

The area immediately alongside the plantation is more structurally complex, with areas of ranker sward
dominated by species such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius and tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum
interspersed with shorter grassland of red fescue etc. Some scrub invasion is taking place in this area,
comprising species such as hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, buckthorn Rhamnus catharticus, bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg. and ash Fraxinus excelsior. Frequent forbs in this area include hairy violet Viola hirta, lady’s 
bedstraw Galium verum, agrimony Agrimonia eupatoria, field scabious Knautia arvensis, perforate St. John’s-wort
Hypericum perforatum, common toadflax Linaria vulgaris and red clover Trifolium pratense.

Fauna noted during the visit included rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus, mole Talpa europaea (molehills) and
meadow brown Maniola jurtina, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus and gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus butterflies.

The mowing carried out on the eastern extension appears to be conducive to maintaining the conservation
interest. The strip alongside Reeve’s Plantation would benefit from some scrub control and the implementation of 
a cutting regime. Pruning back of adjacent woodland trees would also be beneficial. Horse manure is being
disposed of in small quantities over the fence from the adjacent paddock. This could lead to localised nutrient
enrichment on the margins of the site and the practice should therefore be stopped if possible and the existing
accumulations removed.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management
(part)

 No grazing / cutting
(part)


Silage / hay / hay with grazing

Inappropriate management
([part)

 Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal 

Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing 

Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
(drift)

Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Cranwell Grassland - Sub-Division 1: Grassland
16/07/2008
04/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F A = Abundant
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A F = Frequent
Bellis perennis Daisy O O = Occasional
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass F R = Rare
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome O
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge F L = Locally
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F (P) = Planted
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cirsium acaule Dwarf Thistle O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Euphrasia agg. Eyebright F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium saxatile Heath bedstraw R
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort F
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit F
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax O
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil F
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
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Cranwell Grassland - Sub-Division 1: Grassland
16/07/2008
04/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Sanguisorba minor subsp. minor Salad Burnet F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover F
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet F
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Site Information

Site Name Cranwell Grassland–Sub-division 1: Grassland

Grid Ref. SK 994 502

Area (ha.) 2.9

Parish Cranwell and Byard’s Leap

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Part of this site (2.14ha) is also listed in Natural England’s Grassland

Inventory.

Note: The CWS only covered a small area on the eastern edge of Reeve’s 

Plantation, whereas the SNCI identified on the GIS layer covers a larger area

that includes the bulk of the Plantation. The survey covered the SNCI and

CWS plus an additional grassland area to the east. We recommend that the

boundary of the proposed Local Wildlife Site be expanded to include not only

the existing SNCI and CWS areas, but also this additional grassland area

which is of at least equal quality to that which occurs elsewhere on site.

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: The grassland (including additional survey area) meets selection

criterion CG1 Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or

linear areas at least 50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8.

Species index

score

17 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium

pinnatum

Galium verum Odontites vernus

Bromopsis erecta Hypericum perforatum Reseda lutea

Carex flacca Knautia arvensis Sanguisorba minor

Centaurea nigra Lotus corniculatus Trisetum flavescens

Cirsium acaule Linum catharticum Viola hirta

Euphrasia spp. Leontodon hispidus

Additional

comments

The bulk of the original site is now under plantation woodland and has lost

much of its interest, though a few calcareous indicator species (e.g.

Brachypodium pinnatum, Hypericum perforatum) hang on in the more open

areas. Spurge laurel Daphne laureola is quite frequent in the woodland
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understorey.

The surviving calcareous grassland is in the north-east: a small strip along the

edge of Reeve’s Plantation. An adjacent area of good calcareous grassland 

(used for exercises and camping by the RAF) was also included in this survey

and was found to support grassland of at least equal quality to that which

occurs elsewhere on site. As noted above, it is recommended that this also

be included in the proposed Local Wildlife Site.
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Site name Grid reference
Cranwell Grassland S K 9 9 4 5 0 2
Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 7 0 8
2.Reeve’s Plantation

0 4 1 0 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson, A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The original survey in 1983 recorded this as a narrow strip of calcareous grassland sandwiched between the
eastern edge of Reeve’s Plantation and the Assault Course/Clay Shooting area. It noted that the grassland was
being invaded by scrub.

The area is now largely covered by plantation woodland, comprising a mix of broadleaves such as ash Fraxinus
excelsior, beech Fagus sylvatica, hornbeam Carpinus betulus and silver birch Betula pendula, and conifers such
as pine Pinus sp. Understorey development is variable, but includes hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, spindle
Euonymus europaea, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare and spurge laurel Daphne laureola, the latter quite frequent in
some areas. The field layer is generally dominated by either ivy Hedera helix or bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.,
with frequent nettle Urtica dioica patches. However, it also includes wood avens Geum urbanum, sweet violet
Viola odorata, herb robert Geranium robertianum and male fern Dryopteris filix-mas, amongst others.

Some small patches of grassland and ruderal vegetation survive in the more open areas and along margins and
some of these include calcareous indicators such as tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum, field scabious Knautia
arvensis, perforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum and lady’s bedstraw Galium verum.

Fauna noted in the woodland areas included grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis, mole Talpa europaea (molehills),
robin Erithacus rubecula and ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus butterfly.

Fungi species recorded in the wood include curry-scented milk cap Lactarius camphoratus, Agaricus semotus,
Psathyrella gracilis and parasol mushroom Macrolepiota procera.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management

Appropriate management No grazing / cutting
(part)


Silage / hay / hay with grazing

Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal 
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing 

Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use (drift)



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

141

Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Cranwell Grassland: Sub-Division 2
16/07/2008
04/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F DAFOR Scale
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O F = Frequent
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O O = Occasional
Betula pendula Silver Birch F R = Rare
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O L = Locally
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam F (P) = Planted
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel F
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree F
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine F
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Vinca major Greater Periwinkle O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Cranwell Grassland - Sub-division 2: Reeve’s Plantation

Grid Ref. SK 994 502

Area (ha.)

Parish Cranwell and Byard’s Leap

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Part of this site (2.14ha) is also listed in Natural England’s Grassland 

Inventory.

Note: The CWS only covered a small area on the eastern edge of Reeve’s 

Plantation, whereas the SNCI identified on the GIS layer covers a larger area

that includes the whole of the Plantation. The survey covered the SNCI and

CWS plus an additional grassland area to the east. We recommend that the

boundary of the proposed Local Wildlife Site be expanded to include not only

the existing SNCI and CWS areas, but also this additional grassland area

which is of at least equal quality to that which occurs elsewhere on site.

Selection

Criteria met

Mos2: Areas of at least 0.1 ha that add to the wildlife value of adjacent land

qualifying for Local Wildlife Site designation on habitat grounds.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Hypericum perforatum Viola hirta

Galium verum Knautia arvensis

Additional

comments

The majority of this section (Sub-division 2) has been under plantation for

over 120 years. Spurge laurel Daphne laureola is quite frequent in the

woodland understorey and a number of interesting fungus species including

curry-scented milk-cap Lactarius camphortatus were recorded. An area in the

west has been planted with trees more recently, having previously been a

calcareous grassland site. A few grassland species such as Brachypodium

pinnatum remain in the more open areas.
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Site name Grid reference
9 5 4 5 0 9Fulbeck - Leadenham Dismantled Railway S K
9 5 5 5 2 5

Site sub-division Date

South - Central 0 8 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

3 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game 
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Note: Due to intensive game rearing, parts of this site were not accessible during this visit. This included Stonepit
Plantation and the intervening grassland.

This section of the disused railway runs through a cutting with steep banks now covered in woodland and scrub.
The site is sub-divided by an old ivy-covered bridge now only used by farm vehicles and by the bridge that carries
Sleaford Road. The woodland is dominated by ash Fraxinus excelsior with frequent pedunculate oak Quercus
robur and sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, elder Sambucus nigra and
blackthorn Prunus spinosus are abundant in the shrub layer, which is very dense in places. Field maple Acer
campestre, apple Malus domestica, silver birch Betula pendula, spindle Euonymus europaeus and hybrid
hawthorn Crataegus × media are occasional. Wych elm Ulmus glabra and small leaved elm Ulmus minor are also
occasional and their hybrid is present as a single tree. The elms on the site are recovering from a recent attack of
Dutch elm disease–dead wood marked with galleries is abundant throughout the site. Two walnut Juglans regia
trees are present in the north of the site.

The ground flora (on the banks) includes occasional woodland species such as bugle Ajuga reptans, wood false
brome Brachypodium sylvaticum, tufted hair-grass Deschampsia caespitosa, male fern Dryopteris filix-mas,
ground ivy Glechoma hederacea, nipplewort Lapsana communis, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare, harts tongue
Phyllitis scolopendrium, wood forget-me-not Myosotis sylvestris, sweet violet Viola odorata, dog violet Viola
riviniana and hairy violet Viola hirta. In the shaded areas in the north of the site the ground flora is very sparse,
leaving the railway ballast bare.

In patches in the centre of the site is a mosaic of light scrub composed of elder, field rose Rosa arvensis, bramble
Rubus fruticosus agg. and snowberry Symphoricarpos albus. Some damp grassland species occur on the floor of
the cutting here (including greater birdsfoot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus and glaucous sedge Carex flacca), with dry
grassland species on the slopes (including common knapweed Centaurea nigra, ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum
vulgare, common centaury Centaurium erythraea and cowslip Primula veris).

Ruderal species in these areas of scrub, and on the edges of the site, include nettle Urtica dioica, rosebay
willowherb Chamerion angustifolium and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum.

The southernmost part of the site is used for rearing pheasants Phasianus colchicus. Rabbit Oryctolagus
cuniculus holes are frequent on the banks and a dead badger Meles meles was found next to the road.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species



Fulbeck-Leadenham
Dismantled Railway (South-
Central) 08/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F D = Dominant
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O F = Frequent
Ajuga reptans Bugle O O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O R = Rare
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome LF L = Locally
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O (P) = Planted
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb LA
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Crataegus x media Hawthorn O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern LF
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb LF
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree R
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LD
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Juglans regia Walnut O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
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Fulbeck-Leadenham
Dismantled Railway (South-
Central) 08/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Malus domestica Apple O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort O
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not O
Phyllitis scolopendrium Hart's-tongue R
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Primula veris Cowslip O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose A
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry O
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey O
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet F
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Site Information

Site Name Fulbeck-Leadenham Disused Railway

Grid Ref. SK 954 509–955 525

Area (ha.) 25.51

Parish Leadenham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ in several respects, with the

SNCI encompassing a larger area that includes an adjacent area of grassland

and woodland (Stonepit Plantation), as well as an additional length of the

disused railway in the north. Due to access restrictions (pheasant rearing),

the survey was limited to the disused railway (i.e. the CWS).

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for selection

as a Local Wildlife Site although the more open areas support a number of

neutral grassland species.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Cornus sanguinea Euonymus europaeus

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Carex flacca Leucanthemum vulgare Primula veris

Centaurea nigra Lotus pedunculatus

Additional

comments

It was only possible to survey the disused railway line itself due to pheasant

rearing. Therefore the adjacent plantations and grassland to the east of the

site were not thoroughly surveyed. It is likely that if further surveys were

carried out to include these areas then additional species would be found.

The following additional grassland species were recorded during the 1977

survey:

 Lotus corniculatus

 Helianthemum nummularia

 Sanguisorba minor ssp. minor
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Site name Grid reference
Fulbeck- Leadenham Dismantled Railway S K 9 5 7 5 2 7

Site sub-division Date
North 1 8 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The northern most section of the Fulbeck-Leadenham disued railway, stretching between an unnamed lane in the
south and Cliff Road (A607) in the north.

The southern most-section has now been incorporated into a horse paddock, complete with stables. It is mostly
close grazed improved grassland, with some patches of nettle Urtica dioica. A ditch with a treeline of ash Fraxinus
excelsior, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, hawthorn and dog rose Rosa canina agg. runs along what would have
been the edge of the old track bed. The section immediately north of this has been incorporated into a private
garden and also consists of improved grassland with scattered trees.

A small area of secondary woodland dominated by sycamore with some ash occurs in the central part of the site.
Hawthorn and elder Sambucus nigra plus the occasional apple Malus domestica form a scattered understorey,
whilst ivy Hedera helix, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. and nettle occur in the field layer. A blackthorn Prunus
spinosa hedge is present on the eastern margin. A small stream flows across the site in this area - its banks are
mainly covered by nettle and other tall herbs, but a little crack willow Salix fragilis is also present.

The northern-most section is largely covered by rank semi-improved neutral grassland, dominated by cock’s-foot
Dactylis glomerata and false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius. A little tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa
occurs in places. Tall ruderal species occur scattered throughout including broadleaved dock Rumex obtusifolius,
rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium, hemlock Conium maculatum and horseradish Armoracia rusticana,
amongst others. Perforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum was also noted in one location. A Lawson’s 
cypress Chamaecyparis lawsoniana hedge has been planted along the western boundary with the industrial
estate, whilst scattered Italian alder Alnus cordata, Norway maple Acer platanoides and hybrid black poplar
Populus x canadensis have been planted near the eastern margin. An area of hawthorn and Prunus scrub occurs
at the extreme northern end of the site where it meets Cliff Road.

Fauna noted included brown hare Lepus europaeus, jackdaw Corvus monedula and redwing Turdus iliacus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species
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Fulbeck-Leadenham
Dismantled Railway (North) 18/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer platanoides Norway Maple O (P) DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F-LD D = Dominant
Alnus cordata Italian Alder O (P) A = Abundant
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O F = Frequent
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F O = Occasional
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O R = Rare
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress LF (P)
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb F L = Locally
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O (P) = Planted
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F-LD
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Malus domestica Apple O
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet O
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black Poplar O (P)
Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Prunus sp. Cherry R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
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Site Information

Site Name Fulbeck - Leadenham Disused Railway (North)

Grid Ref. SK 957 527

Area (ha.)

Parish Leadenham and Wellbourn

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

Note: This section of the site is not included in the Fulbeck - Leadenham

Disused Railway County Wildife Site.

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for selection

as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

One species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands was present on site.

Cornus sanguinea

Species index

score

One species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland was present on site.

Hypericum perforatum

Additional

comments

The disused railway has been subdivided into several ‘plots’ which have been 

sold off and in some cases incorporated into adjacent gardens, paddocks etc.

As a result it has lost much of its potential ecological value as a corridor.
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Site name Grid reference
9 6 6 6 5 5Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 6 9 6 7 5

Site sub-division Date
Section A - Waddington to Lincoln 2 9 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Most of this part of the site has been built on, and a large part is now within private gardens. The remaining
accessible part of the site is of little interest bar some garden escapes (false acacia Robinia pseudoacacia,
blackcurrant Ribes nigrum, double greater celandine Chelidonium majus flore pleno, rose of sharon Hypericum
calycinum and cultivated rose varieties Rosa cv.). Ruderal vegetation dominates including frequent greater
plantain Plantago major, ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, nettle Urtica dioica, spear thistle Cirsium vulgare,
false oat grass Arrenatherum elatius and wall barley Hordeum murinum.

An area of short dry calcareous grassland at SK 969 672 is fenced off and supports a flora including common
knapweed Centaurea nigra, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis and a dense population of red bartsia
Odontites vernus. The grasses are red fescue Festuca rubra and cocksfoot Dacytlis glomerata. The area was
accessed via the adjacent aggregates company who rent the land.

Animals recorded include red admiral Vanessa atalanta, large white Pieris brassicae and common darter
Sympetrum striolatum.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section A) 29/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer platanoides Norway Maple O DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O F = Frequent
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O O = Occasional
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F R = Rare
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort F
Brassica napus Rape O L = Locally
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O (P) = Planted
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed F
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill F
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill F
Helianthus annus Sunflower R
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Hypericum calycinum Rose-of-Sharon R
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R
Laburnum anagyroides Laburnum R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling R
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Linaria purpurea Purple Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed F
Medicago lupulina Black Medick F
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O

Oxalis corniculata
Procumbent Yellow-
sorrel O

Phleum pratense Timothy O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass F
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section A) 29/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Ribes nigrum Black Currant R
Robinia pseudoacacia False-acacia R
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Ulex europaeus Gorse LF
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section A

Grid Ref. SK 954 509–955 525

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Odontites vernus Plantago media

Reseda lutea

Additional

comments

Most of the site has now been built on or incorporated into gardens.
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Site name Grid reference
6 4 3 9 6 4Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
6 4 6 9 6 5

Site sub-division Date
Section B - North of Somerton Gate Lane, Near
Waddington 3 0 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This section of the site comprises a farm track through arable land. The margins of the track support vegetation
typical of such agricultural tracks, the dominant species being cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata and perennial
ryegrass Lolium perenne, with frequent plantains (Plantago major, P. media and P. lanceolata). A hedge
dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, elder Sambucus nigra and ash
Fraxinus excelsior runs alongside most of the track.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section B) 30/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F DAFOR Scale
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F D = Dominant
Crataegus x media Hybrid Hawthorn O A = Abundant
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F F = Frequent
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O O = Occasional
Galium aparine Cleavers O R = Rare
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F L = Locally
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O (P) = Planted
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion F
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section B

Grid ref.: SK 643 964–646 965

Area (ha.)

Parish Waddington

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of Calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Plantago media

Additional

comments

This section is only of very minimal wildlife value, mainly on account of the

presence of a hedge.
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Site name Grid reference
6 4 3 9 6 4Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
6 2 3 9 6 2

Site sub-division Date
Section C - South of Somerton Gate Lane, near
Waddington to Blackmoor Rd. near Harmston 3 0 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

Although largely ruderal in character, this part of the site supports some small patches of neutral grassland
dominated by false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata with occasional axiophyte
species such as great burnet Sanguisorba officinalis, sorrel Rumex acetosa, red bartsia Odontites vernus,
meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, hairy sedge Carex hirta and common knapweed Centaurea nigra.

Tree mallow Lavatera arborea is also occasional, as is great lettuce Lactuca virosa on the open areas of ballast.

The hedges/scrub includes buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, hybrid hawthorn
Crataegus × media, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, goat willow Salix caprea, elder Sambucus nigra, wild cherry
Prunus avium, hornbeam Carpinus betulus, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, turkey oak Quercus cerris, chestnut
Castanea sativa, pear Pyrus communis and numerous apple Malus domestica varieties. Some species such as
the hornbeam and turkey oak are obviously planted but others appear to be natural, and the apples and pears
appear to have grown from fruits discarded when the railway was in use.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section C) 30/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O R = Rare
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O L = Locally
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O (P) = Planted
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge R
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam R
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Cotoneaster horizontalis Wall Cotoneaster R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw R
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lavatera arborea Tree-mallow R
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Ligustrum ovalifolium Garden Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle R
Malus domestica Apple F
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia F
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Populus alba White Poplar LF
Populus x canescens Grey Poplar LD
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section C) 30/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Pyrus communis Pear R
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn R
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Ulex europaeus Gorse LF
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section C

Grid ref. SK 643 964–623 962

Area (ha.)

Parish Waddington/Harmston

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Lathyrus pratensis Sanguisorba officinalis

Galium verum

Species index

score

Four species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Galium verum Odontites vernus

Plantago media

Additional

comments

Some small fragments of interesting grassland remain, as well some
interesting fruit trees, but on the whole this section is not of great ecological
value.
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Site name Grid reference
9 6 2 6 2 3Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 6 8 6 0 1

Site sub-division Date
Section D - Blackmoor Road, Harmston to
Coleby 0 3 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

2 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A mechanic’s garage now occupies the northernmost part of the site adjacent to Blackmoor Road. Further south 
the line is dominated by calcareous grassland. A small section (around SK 963 617) is dominated by woodland.
The southernmost part of this section, just north of the bridge on the road running west from Coleby, is now
ploughed and incorporated into an arable field.

The calcareous grassland is dominated by upright brome Bromopsis erectawith cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata
and some patches of red fescue Festuca rubra and meadow fescue Festuca pratensis. Forbs include yarrow
Achillea millefolium, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum, meadow vetchling
Lathyrus pratensis, fairy flax Linum catharticum, sorrel Rumex acetosa, white campion Silene latifolia and smooth
tare Vicia tetrasperma. Lesser periwinkle Vinca minor is rare.

The small area of woodland on the site is dominated by aspen Populus tremula with a large patch of the hybrid
elm Ulmus × vegeta. In the south of the section scattered scrub includes frequent hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. Occasional scrub species include blackthorn Prunus spinosa and buckthorn
Rhamnus cathartica. Ash Fraxinus excelsior is also occasional. Plagiomnium undulatum is locally frequent here
and there is a lot of rotting elm wood.

Animals recorded on this section of the site include brown hare Lepus europaeus, mole Talpa europaea, pygmy
shrew Sorex minutus, rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus, grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis, woodpigeon Columba
palumbus, blackbird Turdus merula, chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, fieldfare Turdus pilaris, wren Troglodytes
troglodytes, pheasant Phasianus colchicus and comma butterfly Polygonia c-album. A fox Vulpes vulpes was
seen running across the field to the west of the site.

The bracket fungus Heterobasidion annosum was recorded on elm.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section D) 03/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent A DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow F D = Dominant
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F A = Abundant
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress O F = Frequent
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O O = Occasional
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O R = Rare
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O L = Locally
Conium maculatum Hemlock O (P) = Planted
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail LF
Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Gallium verum Ladies Bedstraw O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass LF
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel D
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia tetrasperma Hairy Tare O
Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle R
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway. Sub-section D

Grid ref. SK 962 623–968 601

Area (ha.)

Parish Harmston/Coleby

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of Calcareous grassland were present on site.

Plantago media Centaurea nigra Gallium verum

Linum catharticum

Additional

comments

The calcareous grassland is the feature of greatest significance and would

merit active management to maintain its interest.
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Site name Grid reference
9 6 8 6 0 1Leadenham to Lincoln Dismantled Railway S K
9 7 2 5 9 0

Site sub-division Date
Section E–South of road west of Coleby to
North of Castle Lane, Boothby Graffoe 0 2 1 2 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, G. Hopkins

0 hrs 58 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This section of the railway was found to support a few species of interest despite the survey taking place in mid-
winter, with a thin covering of snow on the ground. The north of the section has been used for dumping waste
including concrete, bricks and scrap metal. There is a small pond surrounded by scrub near the north of the section
which may be of wildlife value in the spring/summer. It appears that the southern part of the section has, at a time
long ago, been covered with a layer of sand.

The vegetation is dominated by dense scrub composed mainly of blackthorn Prunus spinosa and hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna. Field rose Rosa arvensis, field maple Acer campestre, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare, wild
plum Prunus domestica, bramble Rubus fruticosus and goat willow Salix caprea are occasional. Occasional tree
species include sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, ash Fraxinus excelsior, white willow Salix alba, and elder
Sambucus nigra as well as planted Scots pine Pinus sylvestris and cherry Prunus sp.

Ground flora under the scrub includes occasional tufted hair-grass Deschampsia caespitosa, wood avens Geum
urbanum, wood forget-me-not Myosotis sylvestris, wood dock Rumex sanguineus and hedge woundwort Stachys
sylvestris. Ivy Hedera helix is locally frequent in the north, near the bridge.

A small area of neutral grassland in the south of the site supports a few species of interest including common
knapweed Centaurea nigra, common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum, meadow vetchling Lathryus pratensis, ox-
eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, fox-and-cubs Pilosella aurantiaca, hoary plantain Plantago media, ribwort
plantain Plantago lanceolata, creeping cinquefoil Potentilla repens and white clover Trifolium repens. Locally
dominant grasses are cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, upright brome Bromopsis erecta and red fescue Festuca
rubra. Yellow oat grass Trisetum flavescens is occasional.

Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata and harebell Campanula rotundifolia (flowering!) were recorded in short
grassland/short scrub on the sand. An area of disturbed sand supports great lettuce Lactuca virosa, weld Reseda
luteola and hairy rupturewort Herniaria hirsuta (SK 972 593).

Fungi recorded on the site include giant polypore Meripilus giganteus, Hygrocybe virginea and an indet. Hygrocybe
sp.

A buzzard Buteo buteo was seen circling overhead and hunting in a field adjacent to the site. Other birds recorded
on the site include blackbird Turdus merula, robin Erithacus rubecula, song thrush Turdus philomelos and wren
Troglodytes troglodytes

Survey at a more appropriate time of year may well record additional plant species.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section E)

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Beta vulgaris Beet O A = Abundant
Campanula rotundifolia Harebell R F = Frequent
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse O O = Occasional
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bittercress O R = Rare
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O L = Locally
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O (P) = Planted
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Cornus sanguineus Dogwood R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cocksfoot F
Deschampsia caespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium disectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Hedera helix Ivy LF
Heracleum sphondyllium Hogweed O
Herniaria hirsuta Hairy rupturewort LF
Hyopchaeris radicata Catsear O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling R
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy LF
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not F
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section E)

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Pilosella aurantica Fox-and-cubs LF
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine LF
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain LF
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Potentilla repens Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prinus spinosa Blackthorn A
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda luteola Weld O
Rosa arvensis Field Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Salix alba White Willow R
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobea Common Ragwort O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Urtica dioica Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section E

Grid ref. SK 968 601–SK 972 590

Area (ha.) 2.86 ha

Parish Coleby

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Hypochaeris radicata Lathyrus pratensis

Leucanthemum vulgare Trisetum flavescens

Additional

comments

Mostly dense scrub with a small area of neutral grassland in the south. An

area with sandy soil supports harebell Campanula rotundifolia. A small pond

is present in the north of the site. Buzzard Buteo buteo recorded.
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Site name Grid reference
9 7 4 5 8 9Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 7 3 5 9 1

Site sub-division Date
Section F - North of Castle Lane, nr. Boothby
Graffoe 1 4 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This small section of the site runs along a cutting through arable fields. It is becoming scrubbed over by elder
Sambucus nigra, blackthorn Prunus spinosus, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
and field rose Rosa arvensis. Rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium is abundant. An apple tree Malus
domestica is present near the northern part of the site. Species growing in the shade of the scrub include cow
parsley Anthriscus sylvestris, black horehound Ballota nigra and ground ivy Glechoma hederacea.

Neutral-calcareous flora is present on the slopes in the open areas. The dominant grass is cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata. Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa and yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens are also frequent,
whilst Timothy Phleum pratense is occasional. Herbs include common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum and
creeping cinquefoil Potentilla repens.

The floor of the cutting is quite damp and ruts in the track appear to be almost permanently flooded. Species
present in this area include locally dominant creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera, frequent daisy Bellis perennis,
bulbous rush Juncus bulbosus, hairy willowherb Epilobium parviflorum and red bartsia Odontites vernus.

The site is used for dumping and burning rubbish.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section F) 14/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LD D = Dominant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley R A = Abundant
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O F = Frequent
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O O = Occasional
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb LD R = Rare
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle LF
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O L = Locally
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F (P) = Planted
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert R
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Juncus bulbosus Bulbous Rush R
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Malus domestica Apple R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia F
Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow-sorrel O
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose LF
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey R
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow oat-grass O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section F

Grid ref. SK 973 589

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Three species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of Calcareous grassland were present on site.

Odontites vernus Plantago media Trisetum flavescens

Additional

comments

A small section with a few relict species of interest.
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Site name Grid reference
9 7 3 5 8 8Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 7 5 5 8 3

Site sub-division Date
Section G - South of road west of Boothby
Graffoe to the lake 0 3 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This section of the site comprises mainly neutral grassland, which is locally dominated by upright brome Bromus
erectus, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata. Frequent forbs include yarrow
Achillea millefolium, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, hoary plantain
Plantago media and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla repens. Agrimony Agrimonia eupatorium, mouse-ear hawkweed
Pilosella officinalis, hare’s-foot clover Trifolium arvense and sweet violet Viola odorata are occasional. Great
burnet Sanguisorba officinalis and musk strawberry Fragaria moschata are locally abundant near the south of this
section (SK 975 584). Hemlock Conium maculatum is occasional as a tall ruderal.

Scattered scrub occurs along this section, mainly consisting of goat willow Salix caprea and hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna with some elder Sambucus nigra. Wild privet Ligustrum vulgare and raspberry Rubus idaeus are locally
frequent. Ash Fraxinus excelsior is occasional.

An undetermined species of parasol mushroom Macrolepiota sp. was found under elder. Dog lichen Peltigera
canina and a Cladonia sp. lichen were found in short vegetation in the north of this section.

Animals recorded on the site include pheasant Phasianus colchicus, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, and
blackbird Turdus merula. A lake adjacent to the site was found to support waterfowl including mute swan Cygnus
olor and mallard Anas platyrhynchos. Piles of dumped concrete hard core provide a potential habitat for reptiles.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln
Disused Railway (Section G) 03/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow F DAFOR Scale
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley O D = Dominant
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome F O = Occasional
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge F R = Rare
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear F L = Locally
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O (P) = Planted
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail LF
Fragaria moschata Hautbois Strawberry LA
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed LF
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus idaeus Rasberry LF
Salix caprea Goat Willow LD
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet LF
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Clover F
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot LF
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet LF
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section G

Grid ref. SK 973 588–975 583

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Three species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Lathyrus pratensis Sanguisorba officinalis

Species index

score

Three species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Bromopsis erecta Centaurea nigra Plantago media

Additional

comments

The pond in this section of the line supports a number of waterfowl and is

probably of moderate local value. The grassland would be worth managing

with wildlife value in mind (hay meadow). A good patch of musk strawberry

Fragaria moschata is present - a relic cultivated species from central Europe

which is becoming increasingly scarce in Britain. The piles of dumped

concrete are suitable for colonisation by madder Rubia tinctorum, another

rare relic of cultivation which is locally present although not recorded on the

site.
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Site name Grid reference
9 7 6 5 7 8Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 7 4 5 8 3

Site sub-division Date
Section H - North of Navenby Lane at Station
House to the fishing lake 2 9 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic M Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This section of the site is dominated by brownfield mosaic vegetation with abundant teasel Dipsacus fullonum.
Occasional species include common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium, red bartsia Odontites vernus, white campion
Silene latifolia and great mullein Verbascum thaspus. Scrub includes broom Cytisus scoparius, elder Sambucus
nigra and a hawthorn Crataegus monogyna hedge. Damp areas support common comfrey Symphytum officinale,
hairy sedge Carex hirta and tufted hair-grass Deschampsia caespitosa.

An interesting area of short grassland has established ca 20m to the north-east of the building (at SK 97564
58067), near a butterfly bush Buddlia davidii. Notable plants present here include hedge bedstraw Gallium
mollugo, imperforate st. john’s-wort Hypericum maculatum, vervain Verbena officinalis and pennyroyal Mentha
pulegium. Common evening primrose Oenothera biennis is present to the south-east of the works.

Additionally some garden escapes are established on heaps of soil in the north of the site. These include lamb’s-
ears Stachys byzantina, opium poppy Papaver somniferum and columbine Aquilegia vulgaris var. Garlic penny-
cress Thalaspi alliaceum is also present here.

The southern part of the section, nearest the road, is now used as a private garden and should be deleted from
the site.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section H) 29/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort F DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder LF D = Dominant
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell O A = Abundant
Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine R F = Frequent

Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
O =
Occasional

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort F R = Rare
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Brassica napus Rape R L = Locally
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush O (P) = Planted
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Cytisus scoparius Broom O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail LF
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LF
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Linaria purpurea Purple Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha pulegium Pennyroyal R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O

Oenothera biennis
Common Evening-
primrose O

Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda luteola Weld O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section H) 29/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Stachys byzantina Lamb's-ear R
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein O
Verbena officinalis Vervain R
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section H

Grid ref. SK 976 578–974 583

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Odontites vernus Plantago media

Additional

comments

Notable for the presence of pennyroyal Mentha pulegium, although it almost

certainly arrived here as a seed contaminant.
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Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This part of the site is in a cutting below the general level of the surrounding land and is thus rather damp. Scrub
composed of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, elder Sambucus nigra, with some semi-mature ash Fraxinus
excelsior dominates. A pond has recently been dug at the northern end of the site. As yet the pond supports
nothing of interest however the spoil heap supports opium poppy Papaver somniferum and a single plant of field
woundwort Stachys arvensis.

Damp grassland along the site supports a few species of interest including occasional false fox-sedge Carex
obtrubae, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, hedge woundwort Stachys sylvatica, yarrow Achillea millefolium,
tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa and creeping cinquefoil Potentilla repens.

A small pheasant-rearing pen is present in the south of the site.

Animals recorded include pheasant Phasianus colchicus, blackbird Turdus merula, wood pigeon Columba
palumbus, wren Troglodytes troglodytes, small tortoishell Aglais urticae and comma Polygonia c-album.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Site name Grid reference
9 7 6 5 7 7Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 7 6 5 7 2

Site sub-division Date
Section I - Near Navenby, South of Station
House 2 9 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section I) 29/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F D = Dominant
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F A = Abundant
Ballota nigra Black Horehound F F = Frequent
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O O = Occasional
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress O R = Rare
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F L = Locally
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb F (P) = Planted
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Malus domestica Apple O
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot O
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy O
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Stachys arvensis Field Woundwort R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section I) 29/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section I

Grid ref. SK 976 577–976 572

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This sub-section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Filipendula ulmaria

Additional

comments

Apart from the scrub, which provides general cover and shelter for wildlife, the

small pond, and the damp grassland in the base of the cutting, this section is

of comparatively low wildlife value.
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Site name Grid reference
9 7 6 5 7 1Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 7 2 5 5 6

Site sub-division Date
Section J - West of lake south of Navenby Lane,
Navenby to Hooks Lane, Wellingore 2 2 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, G. Hopkins, C. Hipperson

2 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed A Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
North of Skinnand Lane this section of the dismantled railway is mainly wooded, with occasional ponds. South of
the lane it is little more than a farm track through arable fields.

The scrubby, dense woodland in the north of the site is edged by an old hawthorn Crataegus monogyna hedge.
Field maple Acer campestre, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, ash Fraxinus excelsior, wild plum Prunus
domestica, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, goat willow Salix caprea and elder
Sambucus nigra, are all frequent. Apple Malus domestica is occasional. One crab apple Malus sylvestris tree was
recorded. Field rose Rosa arvensis and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. are frequent in the shrub layer. Wild privet
Ligustrum vulgare and honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenium are occasional. The ground flora includes occasional
wood sedge Carex sylvatica and herb robert Geranium robertianum, and frequent ground ivy Glechoma
hederacea.

Grassy edges support occasional yarrow Achillea millefolium, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, hairy sedge Carex
hirta, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum, red fescue Festuca rubra,
autumn hawkbit Leontodon autumnale and greater birdsfoot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus. A stand of green alkanet
Pentaglottis sempervirens is established under the Skinnand Lane bridge.

Two shallow (less than a boot’s depth) but apparently permanent ponds have formed in the lower parts of the
cutting. The southernmost pond (just north of Skinnand Lane) is dominated by an impressive bed of an unusual
form of lesser bulrush Typha angustifolia. Yellow flag iris Iris pseudocorus is occasional and common duckweed
Lemna minor is present. The northern pond is edged by hard rush Juncus inflexus and soft rush Juncus effusus,
and was inhabited by a surprisingly large number of waterfowl.

South of Skinnand Lane the track sides are dominated by scrub and ruderal species including frequent rosebay
willlowherb Chamerion angustifolium, great willlowherb Epilobium hirsutum and teasel Dipsacus fullonum. A large
bed of Jerusalem artichoke Helianthus tuberosus is established along the eastern edge of the site. Shaggy ink cap
Coprinus comosus was also noted here.

Various tree species have been planted along this southern section including sycamore, larch Larix decidua, wild
cherry Prunus avium, and an area of Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris.

A number of animal traps were found on the southern part of the site.Animals recorded on the site include rabbit
Oryctolagus cuniculus, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, magpie Pica pica, carrion crow Corvus corone, pheasant
Phasianus colchicus, about 20 coot Fulica atra, 10 moorhen Gallinula chloropus and 40 mallard Anas
platyrhynchos.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham - Lincoln
Disused Railway (Section J) 22/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer platanoides Norway Maple LF D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Ajuga reptans Bugle F O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O R = Rare
Brassica rapa Turnip O
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome LF L = Locally
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge LF (P) = Planted
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear LF
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb LF
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel LF
Elytrigia repens Common Couch LF
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert LF
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy LF
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris LF
Juncus effusus Soft-rush LF
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush LF
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
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Leadenham - Lincoln
Disused Railway (Section J) 22/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Larix decidua European Larch R
Lemna minor Common Duckweed LF
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Malus domestica Apple R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet R
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine LF
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass LF
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LF
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Sinapis alba White Mustard R
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelioin O
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush LD
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section J

Grid ref. SK 976 571–972 556

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Three species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Bromopsis erecta Centaurea nigra Plantago media

Additional

comments

Now mainly covered in scrubby secondary woodland in the north. The

woodland is probably flooded in the winter, and appears to be valuable to the

more common bird species. The wetland ponds add interest, supporting good

populations of waterfowl and an unusual form of lesser bulrush Typha

angustifolia.
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Site name Grid reference
9 7 1 5 5 6Lincoln–Leadenham Disused Railway Line S K
9 6 5 5 4 4

Site sub-division Date
Section K - south of Hooks Lane, Wellingore to
Welbourne 2 6 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast

0 hrs 57 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This section of the line runs through arable fields. In the north the site is dominated by dense elder Sambucus
nigra and field rose Rosa arvensis scrub. This section (like the majority of the disused railway line) is edged by a
sparse hawthorn Crataegus monogyna hedge. In the northern part there is some evidence of dumping including
cultivated wallflowers Cheiranthus cheiri cv. that appear to be naturalising near a mature pedunculate oak
Quercus robur.

The central section has been ploughed away and now forms a narrow arm of a larger arable field. Arable weeds
include white campion Silene latifolia, field madder Sheradia arvensis, field pansy Viola arvense and hemlock
Conium maculatum. Rough grassland dominated by creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera edges the field. A few
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, wild cherry Prunus avium and ash Fraxinus excelsior trees have been planted on
the field edge. Rough clover Trifolium scabrum is occasional in this edge habitat.

The southern part is an unpaved track with a neutral grassland flora and edged by hawthorn and blackthorn
Prunus spinosa scrub. The grassland element is dominated by perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne and creeping
bent Agrostis stolonifera. Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata are frequent. Patches of
red fescue Festuca rubra are locally dominant. Hairy sedge Carex hirta, common knapweed Centaurea nigra and
white clover Trifolium repens are frequent. Lesser trefoil Trifolium dubium is rare. A patch of a very large-leaved
violet (probably the hybrid Viola × scabra) is present on the eastern edge of this southern section.

An area of marsh/reedbed dominated by common reed Phragmites australis and some bulrush Typha latifolia lies
immediately west of the southern part of this section.

Animals recorded on the site include fox Vulpes vulpes, rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus, blackbird Turdus merula,
fieldfare Turdus pilaris, starling Stumus vulgaris, lapwing Vanellus vanellus and woodpigeon Columba palumbus.
The fungus Collybia butyracea was recorded in the northern part of this section.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section K) 26/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LD D = Dominant
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress O A = Abundant
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge LF F = Frequent
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF O = Occasional
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O R = Rare
Cheiranthus cheiri Wallflower R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O L = Locally
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O (P) = Planted
Conium maculatum Hemlock LF
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LD
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry R
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LF
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose LA
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LF
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort F
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Sherardia arvensis Field Madder LF
Silene latifolia White Campion LF
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
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Leadenham - Lincoln Disused Railway (Section K) 26/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil LF
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Trifolium scabrum Rough Clover R
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell F
Viola arvensis Field Pansy LF
Viola × scabra Hybrid Violet R
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section K

Grid ref. SK 971 556–SK 965 544

Area (ha.) 2.80

Parish Welbourn

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

One species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland was present on site.

Centaurea nigra

Additional

comments

Although this section meets none of the criteria, and part has been ploughed

away, it supports a few interesting plants: A large patch of hybrid violet Viola

× scabra is present as is rough clover Trifolium scabrum (a relatively

uncommon species not often encountered in Lincolnshire). The site is well

used by birds; the hawthorns appear to be particularly attractive to fieldfares.
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Site name Grid reference
9 6 2 5 3 8Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 5 8 5 3 0

Site sub-division Date
Section L–Hall Orchard Lane to Dycote Lane 2 8 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson 1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

Section of disused railway line on an embankment to the west of the village of Welbourn.

The sides of the embankment are mainly covered by secondary woodland or dense scrub, comprising species
such as ash Fraxinus excelsior, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, field maple Acer campestre, wild cherry Prunus
avium, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa and wild plum Prunus domestica. The ground
flora is largely dominated by ivy Hedera helix, with occasional herb robert Geranium robertianum, wood avens
Geum urbanum and garlic mustard Alliaria petiolata.

The margins of the trackbed support a narrow fringe of grassland, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. and tall
herbaceous vegetation. The grassland is dominated by species such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius
and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, whilst associated herbs include common knapweed Centaurea nigra, common
toadflax Linaria vulgaris, oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare and field sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis.Ploughman’s 
spikenard Inula conyza occurs in small quantity towards the northern end of this section, perhaps indicating some
calcareous influence in the soil.

An area on the edge of the trackbed in the south has been subject to the dumping and spreading of soil. This
supports a ruderal/ephemeral flora that includes common poppy Papaver rhoeas, opium poppy Papaver
somniferum, small toadflax Chaenorhinum minus and larkspur Consolida ajacis, as well as relicts of cultivation
such as wheat, barley and beet.

A section of the railway embankment at the northern end of the site has been removed and the land graded and
incorporated into the adjacent pasture, leaving only a narrow belt of hawthorn, blackthorn, ash etc. along what
would have been the western boundary of the railway.

The following butterflies were noted on the site: meadow brown Maniola jurtina, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus,
and small white Pieris rapae. Evidence of rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus activity was also noted.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham-Lincoln Disused Railway (Section L) 28/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort R L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A (P) = Planted
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache R
Avena fatua Wild-oat R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Beta vulgaris Beet R
Borago officinalis Borage R
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed R
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear R
Chaenorhinum minus Small Toadflax R
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Consolida ajacis Larkspur R
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
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Leadenham-Lincoln Disused Railway (Section L) 28/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Hordeum Barley R
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Inula conyzae Ploughman's-spikenard R
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle R
Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy R
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Reseda luteola Weld O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene latifolia White Campion R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Solidago canadensis Canadian Goldenrod O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
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Leadenham-Lincoln Disused Railway (Section L) 28/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed R
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey R
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Tripleurospermum
inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell R
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare R
Vicia sativa subsp.
segetalis Common Vetch R
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section L

Grid ref. SK 962 538–958 530

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Leucanthemum vulgare

Additional

comments

This section provides useful cover for wildlife and may have value as a

corridor, in conjunction with section M to the south. Unfortunately the corridor

has been broken at the northern end of the section, where the railway

embankment has been removed and the land incorporated into a pasture.
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Site name Grid reference
9 6 2 5 3 8Leadenham –Lincoln Disused Railway S K
9 5 8 5 3 0

Site sub-division Date
Section M–Dycote Lane to Cliff Road (A607) 2 8 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson 1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A section of disused railway line on an embankment, running between the villages of Welbourn and Leadenham.

The flanks of the embankment are covered by either dense mature scrub or rank semi-improved neutral
grassland. Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna is the dominant scrub former but a variety of other species are also
represented, including buckthorn Rhamnus cathartica, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, wild plum Prunus domestica
and young ash Fraxinus excelsior. The ground below is either carpeted by ivy Hedera helix or bare. A few
scattered mature crack willow Salix fragilis trees occur at the foot of the embankment on its western side. Tall
herbs such as cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris and nettle Urtica dioica grow along the margins of the scrub.
Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. is also frequent, either as a transition to the taller scrub or forming patches of low
scrub in its own right.

The grassland is dominated by tall bulky perennial species such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, cock’s-
foot Dactylis glomerata and Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. Associated herbs include common knapweed
Centaurea nigra, common toadflax Linaria vulgaris, musk mallow Malva moschata, ragwort Senecio jacobaea
and field sow-thistle Sonchus arvensis. Great horsetail Equisetum telmateia grows amongst the grassland in
damper areas towards to south (near the Piggeries).

The former trackbed is used as a public footpath and the compacted clinker supports a more open and patchy
vegetation cover that includes perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne, soft brome Bromus hordeaceus, squirrel-tail
fescue Vulpia bromoides, thyme-leaved speedwell Arenaria serpyllifolia, mousear hawkweed Pilosella
officinarum, field forget-me-not Myostis arvensis and small-flowered crane’s-bill Geranium pusillum.

The following butterflies were noted on the site: small skipper Thymelicus sylvestris, small tortoiseshell Aglais
urticae, meadow brown Maniola jurtina, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus and small white Pieris rapae. Birds
included wood pigeon Columba palumbus, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita and robin Erithacus rubecula.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Leadenham-Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section M) 28/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O D = Dominant
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell R A = Abundant
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O F = Frequent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R R = Rare
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D L = Locally
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome F (P) = Planted
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn D
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Erigeron acer Blue Fleabane O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Malus domestica Apple O
Malva moschata Musk-mallow R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick F
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Leadenham-Lincoln Disused
Railway (Section M) 28/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass x
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum R
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow R
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort F
Senecio viscosus Sticky Groundsel R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare O
Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis Common Vetch O
Vulpia bromoides Squirreltail Fescue F
Vulpia myuros Rat's-tail Fescue O
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Site Information

Site Name Leadenham to Lincoln Disused Railway - Section M

Grid ref. SK 962 538–958 530

Area (ha.)

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This section of the Leadenham to Lincoln disused railway line

does not meet any of the criteria for selection as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

One species from Tables 2 & 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral and calcareous grassland was present on site.

Centaurea nigra

Species index

score

Two species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of heathland/acid grassland was present on site.

Arenaria serpyllifolia Pilosella officinarum

Additional

comments

In conjunction with section L to the north, forms a potential wildlife corridor

and a useful area of habitat in its own right. The presence of great horsetail

Equisetum telmateia towards the southern end of the site is of note.
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Site name Grid reference
Black’s Hillside, Waddington S K 9 7 3 6 4 0

Site sub-division Date

3 0 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Only the southern field appears to be of significant interest. This field contains a good fossilised ridge and furrow
system (5 strips wide). It is grazed by horses and is probably overgrazed in spring and summer.

The dominant grass is crested dogstail Cynosurus cristatus. Upright brome Bromopsis erecta and red fescue
Festuca rubra are locally frequent. The forb flora is unusually low, however the site is still suitable for green
winged orchids Orchis morio, which have previously been recorded here and the field is rich in ancient grassland
fungi species including meadow coral Clavulinopsis corniculata, field mushroom Agaricus campestris, liberty cap
Psilocybe semilanceata, blackening waxcap Hygrocybe nigrescens, snowy waxcap Hygrocybe virginea var.
ochraceopallida and a further indet. golden-brown capped, cream stalked species of Hygrocybe.

The edges support a few interesting species including field madder Sherardia arvensis. The stream and strip of
wet grassland which runs along the northern edge of the site supports watercress Rorippa nasturtium-aquatica,
brooklime Veronica beccabunga and fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum.

The northern field is used as a shooting range. It is covered by scattered scrub, tall herbs and coarse grasses. A
semi-mature standard beech Fagus sylvatica tree is present in the field.

Hedges are dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with frequent elder Sambucus nigra, blackthorn Prunus
spinosa, occasional wild plum Prunus domestica, and rare guelder rose Viburnum opulus. Ash Fraxinus excelsior
trees are frequent in the hedges. One small-leaved lime Tilia cordata tree is present in the hedge in the centre of
the northern field.

At the time of the survey a house was being built on the northern part of the northern field (adjacent to Somerton
Gate Lane). The site boundary has been amended to exclude this area.

The fields to the south of the site (running along the Lincoln Cliff) also have very prominent fossilised ridge and
furrow and some steep slopes, and are very likely to support patches of good grassland flora and fungi

Animals recorded on the site include grass snake Natrix natrix, blackbird Turdus merula, woodpigeon Columba
palumbus and robin Erithacus rubecula
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow  Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses  Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Black's Hillside, Waddington 30/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LA A = Abundant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O F = Frequent
Apium nodiflorum Fool's Parsley R O = Occasional
Bellis perennis Daisy O R = Rare
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome LF
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF L = Locally
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear LF (P) = Planted
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle LF
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil LF
Coronopus didymus Lesser Swine-cress R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LD
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail LD
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LA
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LA
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LF
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Hedera helix Common Ivy LF
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass LF
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa pratensis agg. Meadow-grass O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress LF
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LF
Rumex acetosa Sorrel F
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Black's Hillside, Waddington 30/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime R
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime LF
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
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Site Information

Site Name Black’s Hillside, Waddington

Grid Ref. SK 973 640

Area (ha.) 3.58

Parish

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: On the basis of the current survey this site does not meet any of

the criteria for designation as a Local Wildlife Site. However, the survey was

constrained by a combination of close grazing (in parts) and the late survey

date. The presence of a good range of grassland fungi suggests that the

grassland is still of conservation value.

Species index

score

Three species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Cynosurus cristatus Poa pratensis

Species index

score

Four species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Bromopsis erecta Clinopodium vulgare Plantago media

Centaurea nigra

Additional

comments

Quite an interesting site with good quality grassland in parts and species rich

hedges. Would probably repay further survey at a more appropriate time of

year. The southern field is probably overgrazed, particularly in spring and

summer. Less grazing here (and more grazing in the northern field) would

benefit the flora greatly.
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Site name Grid reference
Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit S K 9 7 2 6 7 2

Site sub-division Date

0 3 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game 
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp ? A Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal M Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The original brick pits were used as a refuse dump 30 or so years ago, and then capped. The vast bulk of the site
now consists of this capped material.

Following capping it had (apparently) largely reverted to tall ruderal communities, but the present owner then
introduced horse grazing, in order to deter motor bike scrambling etc. Fairly large chunks of the site are still covered
by tall ruderal communities, but elsewhere re-seeding has taken place, to produce grazing for horses. In many of the
fields intensive grazing has resulted in very species poor communities. Some of the meadows have, however, been
re-seeded with more species rich mixtures, including black medick Medicago lupulina, red clover Trifolium
campestre and alsike clover Trifolium hybridum. Such meadows seem to be used more for exercising of horses than
for regular grazing. One or two enclosed areas still seem to be dominated by ruderals, such as nettle Urtica dioica.

The most interesting meadow lies in the south-eastern corner of the site. This contained several plants of great
burnet Sanguisorba officinalis, as well as hairy sedge Carex hirta, and a variety of grasses. Also present near the
entrance were a few plants of corn marigold Chrysanthemum segetum. The owner said that this field was the only
part of the site that was ‘original’ and had not formed part of the dump; it was also only used for grazing sick horses.
It would possibly benefit from a little more grazing than it gets at present.

The pond in the south-western corner is used for fishing. It has a limited marginal flora which includes species such
as gypsywort Lycopus europaeus and water mint Mentha aquatica. Some ornamental shrubs have been planted on
the side which, considering it forms part of the view from adjacent housing, seems fair enough. Ornamental water
lilies have been planted, but do not seem to be acting at all invasively.

Although the species list is quite long, few of the species are of particular note, however, the site owner is clearly
very keen on maintaining and improving the site. He has, for instance, planted some trees and it is understood that
more are to be planted. There is an extensive bird list for the site (compiled by Les Batt), and grass snakes Natrix
natrix, foxes Vulpes vulpes, and deer were also reported. Owl boxes have been erected at several points.

Clearly this site has considerable potential, though it would benefit from some advice, particularly about which
species of trees to plant, and about the disposal of horse manure. Re-seeding of more of the grazed areas with
richer mixtures, plus some sort of rotation programme for resting individual fields would also be beneficial, though
possibly not economically viable. It would be a shame to miss an opportunity to work with a keen and enthusiastic
site owner.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses  Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent
Agrostis gigantea Black Bent
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache
Ballota nigra Black Horehound
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Chenopodium album Fat-hen
Chenopodium rubrum Red Goosefoot
Chrysanthemum segetum Corn Marigold
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conium maculatum Hemlock
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard
Cytisus scoparius Broom
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Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel
Elytrigia repens Common Couch
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge
Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp Nettle
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Hippophae rhamnoides Sea-buckthorn
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy
Linaria purpurea Purple Toadflax
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort
Malus domestica Apple
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Melilotus altissimus Tall Melilot
Melissa officinalis Balm
Mentha aquatica Water Mint
Mentha spicata Spear Mint
Mentha suaveolens Round-leaved Mint
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
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Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Oxalis corniculata Procumbent Yellow-sorrel
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rosa canina agg. Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosa Sorrel
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
Sinapis arvensis Charlock
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Thlaspi arvense Field Penny-cress
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime
Tilia x europaea Lime
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover
Trifolium pratense Red Clover
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Typha latifolia Bulrush
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
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Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Vicia sativa Common Vetch
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare
Viola arvensis Field Pansy
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Site Information

Site Name Bracebridge Heath Clay Pit

Grid Ref. SK972672

Area (ha.) 20.85

Parish Bracebridge Heath

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha. in extent, or linear areas

at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: There are also 6 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site

Guidelines for designation of swamp, marsh and fen habitats, four of which

are not on the neutral grassland list.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral grasslands were present on site.

Alopecurus pratensis Juncus acutiflorus Lotus pedunculatus

Centaurea nigra Leucanthemum vulgare Sanguisorba officinalis

Hypochaeris radicata Lotus corniculatus

Additional

comments

An extensive site, only a small corner of which retains any of the original

vegetation. However, it has large areas of rough ground to the east, at the top

of the scarp, which act as a refuge for wildlife, and it has a sympathetic owner

who is keen to improve the site. As it is adjacent to large blocks of housing it

obviously has considerable amenity value, as well as educational potential.
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Site name Grid reference

Canwick Hill Wood S K 9 9 1 6 9 4

Site sub-division Date

1 8 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

4 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A complex area topographically, though less so from the point of view of the vegetation. The western half is flat, and
is bounded by plantation woodland, with considerable natural re-growth. There are also extensive areas of improved
grassland, particularly a large area running diagonally NE– SW. The eastern ‘half’ [The Pits] has clearly been 
quarried in the past, yielding a varied topography of steep sided elongate pits running more-or-less north-south
(these show up well on air photos); the vegetation in this area is, to a greater extent, semi-natural –there are
certainly few of the obviously planted tree species such as occur on the western and southern peripheral woods.

Despite this topographic variety, however, the vegetation is very limited. Over most of the area self-sown (?)
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, and–to a leser extent - Ash Fraxinus excelsior dominate although a variety of
other tree species, such as Lime Tilia x europea, and Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum are also present,
particularly around the edges. An understorey of Hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare,
Elder Sambucus nigra and Snowberry Symphoricarpos rivularis is patchily present. In places Wild Gooseberry Ribes
uva-crispa and Red Currant Ribes rubrum also made an appearance. The ground flora is very limited, in parts
carpeted with Ivy Hedera helix, whilst elsewhere Nettle Urtica dioica and / or Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea
dominate. In the northeast corner of the eastern block of woodland (The Pits) Dog’s Mercury Mercurialis perennis
becomes locally dominant. The most interesting plant seen was a small clump of Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Campanula trachelium near Keeper’s Cottage (SK989.694).

Rides through the woods are limited to The Pits area, but support nothing other than very ordinary weedy species.

Similarly, the areas of grassland are of very limited interest: the area immediately to the north of Keeper’s Cottage is 
sheep grazed improved grassland whilst the small field to the west of the track to the cottage was ungrazed, but also
improved. The most extensive area of grassland, that running diagonally NW –SE, had a very curious patchwork of
plants. Different areas were dominated by single species, such as Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, Creeping
Cinquefoil Potentilla reptans, Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea or one of several other weedy species. Grasses
were, in the main, subordinate in the overall vegetation. The map indicates there was formerly a riding school in the
NW corner of the site: the odd vegetation in this field is, perhaps, a result of significant overgrazing in the past.

Given the limited botanical interest of the site it is difficult to see what sort of management would improve things
much. However, selective thinning of much of the Sycamore would certainly allow more light in, and would reduce
the heavy litter load which covers much of the floor. There is mercifully little Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg present.

Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus burrows were noted throughout.

A visit earlier in the season might pick up a few more species.

Additional features
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Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility OK
Structural diversity Invasive species Educational potential ?

Management
Appropriate management ? No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep  Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal ? Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning

Bryophytes recorded:
Amblystegium serpens
Brachythecium rutabulum
Eurhynchium crassinervum
Eurhynchium straitum
Kindbergia praelonga
Plagiomnium undulatum
Thamnobryum alopecurum

Canwick Hill Wood 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush
Buxus sempervirens Box
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
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Canwick Hill Wood 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort
Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Ribes rubrum Red Currant
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene latifolia White Campion
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry
Tilia x europaea Lime
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium repens White Clover
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
Viola arvensis Field Pansy
Viola hirta Hairy Violet
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Site Information

Site Name Canwick Hill Wood

Grid Ref. SK 991 694

Area (ha.) 8

Parish Canwick

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Campanula trachelium Mercurialis perennis Scrophularia nodosa

Hypericum tetrapterum

Additional

comments

An extensive area of former quarry workings over which a sycamore wood

has naturally developed. The site is surrounded by shelter belt plantation

woodland, containing numerous specimen trees. There are also some areas

of improved grassland and ruderal communities.

The overall flora is very impoverished, but it is difficult to see what sort of

management would improve that situation. However, selective thinning of the

sycamore would probably be a good idea.
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Site name Grid reference
Hykeham Railway Line S K 9 4 1 6 7 6
Site sub-division Date
Eastern Section (Station Road to B1190
Doddington Road) 1 8 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

1 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken A HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

Eastern-most section of the North Hykeham railway line, running between North Hykeham Station and Station
Road in the west and the B1190 Doddington Road in the east. Access was restricted due to safety considerations
and the site was viewed from adjacent land - mainly from the southern side of the line or from the platform of North
Hykeham Station. The railway is mainly in a very shallow cutting in this section, with a c. 4 metre wide vegetated
strip on the southern side and a 2m wide strip on the northern side.

The principal vegetation is rank semi-improved neutral grassland dominated by false oat-grass Arrhenatherum
elatius. Other frequent grasses are Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, whilst
associated herbs include field scabious Knautia arvensis, tufted vetch Vicia cracca, field horsetail Equisetum
arvense and white campion Silene latifolia. Some patches of finer, sparser turf also occur, especially close to the
tracks. These tend to be dominated by red fescue Festuca rubra, with herbs including mouse-ear-hawkweed
Pilosella officinarum, perforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum tetrapterum, common toadflax Linaria vulgaris, common
stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium, sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella and small toadflax Chaenorhinum minus.
Sheep’s-bit Jasione montana was formerly recorded from the site (1977), presumably in this sort of habitat, but
was not seen on this occasion. However, it was recorded on the edge of Inn’s Pit (Richmond Lakes), within c. 1m 
of the railway boundary, so may well still occur somewhere along this section.

Scattered scrub occurs along both sides of the railway, comprising species such as bramble Rubus fruticosus
agg., dog rose Rosa canina agg., hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, gorse Ulex europaeus and broom Cytisus
scoparius. There are also occasional small silver birch Betula pendula, pedunculate oak Quercus robur and
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus trees, though those closer to the track have been removed. A patch of bracken
Pteridium aquilinum dominates one area on the southern edge of the railway towards the eastern end of the
section.

Fauna noted included rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus, magpie Pica pica, small tortoiseshell Aglais urticae and small
white Pieris rapae.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use 
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Hykeham Railway Line
(East) 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R A = Abundant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F F = Frequent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F O = Occasional
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R R = Rare
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss O
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O L = Locally
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F (P) = Planted
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Carduus crispus Welted Thistle R
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Cerastium tomentosum Snow-in-summer R
Chaenorhinum minus Small Toadflax O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass R
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash R
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley R
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort F
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Hykeham Railway Line
(East) 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass R

Oenothera glazioviana
Large-flowered Evening-
primrose O

Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy R
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum R
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LD
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Reseda luteola Weld R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sedum album White Stonecrop R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio squalidus Oxford Ragwort R
Senecio viscosus Sticky Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sorbus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam R
Syringa vulgaris Lilac R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Ulex europaeus Gorse O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vinca major Greater Periwinkle R



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

237

Site Information

Site Name Hykeham Railway Line (East)

Grid Ref. SK 941 676 (centre of section)

SK 936 673–944 680

Area (ha.) 1.9 ha.

Parish North Hykeham

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: None of the habitats present are of sufficient extent or diversity to

merit selection in their own right. However, the site may be worth considering

under Mos 3 since it forms part of a habitat corridor connecting several Local

Wildlife Site in the vicinity, including Whisby Nature Park, Inns Pit and the

various sites that make up the North Hykeham Gravel Pits complex.

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of heathland and acid grassland were present on site.

Anchusa arvensis Hypochaeris radicata Rumex acetosella

Cytisus scoparius Pilosella officinarum Ulex europaeus

Erodium cicutarium

Species index

score

Two species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Hypochaeris radicata Leucanthemum vulgare

Species index

score

Two species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Hypericum perforatum Knautia arvensis

Additional

comments

Of the three sections of railway in this area surveyed, easily the most diverse

and well vegetated. Sheep’s bit Jasione montana has previously been

recorded here and may well still survive, as during the current survey it was

found close to the railway on the edge of Inn’s Pit (Richmond Lakes).
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Site name Grid reference
Hykeham Railway Line S K 9 2 8 6 7 0
Site sub-division Date
Central Section (A46 to Station Road) 1 8 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken A HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

Central section of the Hykeham railway line, running between the A46 in the west and Station Road in the east.
Access was restricted due to safety considerations and the site was viewed from adjacent land - mainly from the
southern side of the line or from the platform of North Hykeham Station. The railway is very slightly embanked in
this section, though much of the ballast that makes up the embankment is bare of vegetation. In common with
adjacent sections of the line, it appears that scrub and tree clearance works have recently taken place, as piles of
wood chips were frequent along the margins of the track.

Vegetation cover is generally quite sparse, limited mainly to ruderal vegetation or sparse grassland growing on
the ballast that occurs on either side of the track. Nettle Urtica dioica, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and false oat-
grass Arrhenatherum elatius are frequent, whilst other more occasional species are prickly sow-thistle Sonchus
asper, ragwort Senecio jacobea, Oxford ragwort S. squalidus, rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium,
creeping thistle Cirsium arvense and wood small-reed Calamagrostis epigejos. A few plants of musk thistle
Carduus nutans were present on disturbed soil near to North Hykeham Station, together with species such as
opium poppy Papaver somniferum and large evening primrose Oenothera glazioviana. Scattered scrub occurs in
places, comprising species such as bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., elder Sambucus nigra, hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna, silver birch Betula pendula, pedunculate oak Quercus robur and grey willow Salix cinerea. Occasional
patches of bracken Pteridium aquilinum are also present.

Fauna noted included rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus and small white Pieris rapae.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use 
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

240

Hykeham Railway Line
(Centre) 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass E DAFOR Scale
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss R D = Dominant
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R A = Abundant
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O F = Frequent
Betula pendula Silver Birch O O = Occasional
Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed O R = Rare
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle R L = Locally
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O (P) = Planted
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern R
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Oenothera glazioviana Redsepal Evening Primrose O
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy R
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio squalidus Oxford Ragwort O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed R
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O-F
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
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Site Information
Site Name North Hykeham Railway Line (Centre)

Grid Ref. SK 928 670 (centre of section)
SK 919 669–936 673

Area (ha.) 2.9 ha.

Parish Doddington & Whisby and North Hykeham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildife Site (CWS)

Note: Forms part of the Whisby Nature Park CWS

Selection
Criteria met

None

Comment: None of the habitats present are of sufficient extent or diversity to

merit selection in their own right. However, the site may be worth considering

under Mos 3 since it forms part of a habitat corridor connecting several Local

Wildlife Site in the vicinity, including Whisby Nature Park, Inns Pit and the

various sites that make up the North Hykeham Gravel Pits complex.

Species index

score

One species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodland was present on site.

Viburnum opulus

Additional

comments

Will probably increase in value as vegetation begins to re-colonise following

(recent) scrub/ tree removal, though herbicide use may restrict recovery.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

242



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

243

Site name Grid reference
Hykeham Railway Line S K 9 1 0 6 6 6
Site sub-division Date
West (Whisby Nature Park) 1 8 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

0 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A section of active railway line running through Whisby Nature Park. Access was restricted due to safety
considerations and the site was viewed from adjacent land - mainly from the southern side of the line. The railway
is very slightly embanked in this section, though much of the ballast that makes up the embankment is bare of
vegetation. It appears that scrub and tree clearance works had recently taken place, as piles of wood chips were
frequent along the margins of the track.

Vegetation cover is largely concentrated in a narrow (c. 1-2m wide) belt on both sides of the railway, adjacent to
the fenceline. This mainly comprises bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., scrub and tall ruderal vegetation, including
species such as rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium, nettle Urtica dioica, field horsetail Equisetum
arvense and, occasionally, common hemp-nettle Galeopsis tetrahit. There are also some small patches of semi-
improved neutral grassland vegetation dominated by false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, couch Elytrigia
repens and other tall coarse grass species. Occasional patches of shorter turf occur and feature species such as
common bent Agrostis capillaris, sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella, cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata, common
cudweed Filago vulgaris and, at grid reference SK 912 666, harebell Campanula rotundifolia. Also of note was a
rather late flowering changing forget-me-not Myosotis discolor. Occasional shrubs and trees occur on the
fenceline, including silver birch Betula pendula, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna,
gorse Ulex europaeus and hazel Corylus avellana. To the west of a footbridge that crosses the railway, the
vegetation becomes quite sparse, not least in part due to shading from adjacent woodland. There are however a
few semi-mature oak trees on the lineside in this section.

A short section of ditch occurs adjacent to the southern boundary towards the eastern end of the section.
Although heavily overgrown with bramble, great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, nettle and other tall ruderals, this
does support some wetland species including bulrush Typha latifolia, angelica Angelica sylvestris, meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria, fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides and gipsywort
Lycopus europaeus.

Fauna noted included magpie Pica pica, jay Garrulus glandarius and willow tit Poecile montanus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use 
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Hykeham Railway Line (West) 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O O = Occasional
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress O R = Rare
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F L = Locally
Betula pendula Silver Birch O (P) = Planted
Campanula rotundifolia Harebell R
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Corylus avellana Hazel R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filago vulgaris Common Cudweed R
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet R
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil R
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O
Myosotis discolor Changing Forget-me-not R
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not O
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Hykeham Railway Line (West) 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix alba White Willow R
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio viscosus Sticky Groundsel O
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha latifolia Bulrush O
Ulex europaeus Gorse O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell R
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
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Site Information

Site Name Hykeham Railway Line (West)

Grid Ref. SK 910 666 (centre of section)

SK 902 664–919 668

Area (ha.) 3.5 ha.

Parish Doddington & Whisby

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildife Site (CWS)

Note: Forms part of the Whisby Nature Park CWS

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: None of the habitats present are of sufficient extent or diversity to

merit selection in their own right. However, the site may be worth considering

under Mos 3 since it forms part of a habitat corridor connecting several Local

Wildlife Site in the vicinity, including Whisby Nature Park, Inns Pit and the

various sites that make up the North Hykeham Gravel Pits complex.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of heathland and acid grassland were present on site.

Campanula rotundifolia Hypochaeris radicata Ulex europaeus

Filago vulgaris Rumex acetosella

Additional

comments

Will probably increase in value as vegetation begins to re-colonise following

(recent) scrub/ tree removal, though herbicide use may restrict recovery.
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Site name Grid reference
Inn’s Pit (Richmond Lakes) S K 9 4 3 6 7 5

Site sub-division Date

0 3 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

3 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The site comprises three lakes, edged by damp grassland, marshy, recently ploughed fields and drier, more acid
areas with acid grassland and scrub. A small peninsular and islets in the northernmost lake are occupied by wet
woodland.

The open water supports abundant Nuttall’s pondweed Elodea nuttallii, frequent spiked water milfoil Myriophyllum
spicatum and occasional yellow water-lily Nuphur lutea and white water-lily Nymphaea alba. The edges of the
lakes have been planted with Norway maple Acer platanoides, alder Alnus glutinosa, grey alder Alnus incana,
dogwood Cornus sanguineus, ash Fraxinus excelsior and osier Salix viminalis.

Marginal vegetation includes locally abundant pendulous sedge Carex pendula, American galingale Cyperus
eragrostis, galingale Cyperus longus, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpoides, common reed Phragmites
australis, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum and bulrush Typha latifolia. Occasional marginal species
include water plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica, fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum, marsh marigold Caltha
palustris, false fox sedge Carex obtrubae, yellow flag Iris pseudocorus, sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus,
jointed rush Juncus articulatus, toad rush Juncus bufonius, soft rush Juncus effusus, gypsywort Lycopus
europaeus and water mint Mentha aquatica.

The areas of acid wet woodland are dominated by silver birch Betula pendula with frequent downy birch Betula
pubescens, occasional alder Alnus glutinosa and mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia. The ground flora includes
scaly male fern Dryopteris affinis and rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum is beginning to establish.

Areas of damp neutral grassland are dominated by perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne and creeping bent
Agrostis stolonifera. Hairy sedge Carex hirta, marsh willowherb Epilobium palustre, marsh horsetail Equisetum
palustre, fennel Foeniculum vulgare, imperforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum maculatum, perforate St. John’s-wort
Hypericum perforatum, square-stalked st. john’s wort Hypericum tetrapterum, meadow vetchling Lathyrus
pratensis, ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, field wood-rush Luzula campestris, red bartsia Odontites vernus,
common fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica are all occasional. Spearmint Mentha spicata, water dock Rumex
hydrolapathum and grey club-rush Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani are rare.

Acid grassland and scrub in the north of the site supports common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutaraium, cat’s-ear
Hypochaeris radicata, sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella and mouse-ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum. Sheep’s-
bit Jasione montana is rare. The scrub is dominated by gorse Ulex europaeus with frequent broom Cytisus
scoparius.

Tracks and recently disturbed ruderal areas support occasional hemlock Conium maculatum, common ramping
fumitory Fumaria muralis, evening primrose Oenothera biennis, cotton thistle Onopordum acanthinum, field popy
Papaver rhoeas and opium poppy Papaver somniferum. A number of garden escape species are present in
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ruderal areas including butterfly bush Buddleja davidii, dotted loosestrife Lysimachia punctata, pot marigold
Calendula officinalis, Mexican aster Cosmos bipinnatus, lupin Lupinus cv and reticulate thistle Onopordum
nervosum.

Fungi recorded on the site include birch bolete Leccinum aurantiaca and the deceiver Laccaria laccata.

Animals noted included dunnock Prunella modularis, woodpigeon Columba palumbus, magpie Pica pica, robin
Erithacus rubecula, blackbird Turdus merula and fieldfare Turdus pilaris. The site is important for waterfowl;
species recorded include pochard Aythya farina, coot Fulica atra, mute swan Cygnus olor and about 50 tufted
duck Aythya fuligula. This site also provides potential habitat for grass snake Natrix natrix and common lizard
Zootoca vivipara, particularly in the north of the site adjacent to the railway. The lakes are stocked with carp
Cyprinus carpio and swan mussels Anodonta cygnea are present.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Inn's Pit (Richmond Lakes) 03/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer platanoides Norway Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent LF F = Frequent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LF O = Occasional
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain R R = Rare
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard LF
Alnus glutinosa Alder O L = Locally
Alnus incana Grey Alder O (P) = Planted
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort LF
Bellis perennis Daisy LF
Beta vulgaris cv. Cultivated Beet R
Betula pendula Silver Birch LD
Betula pubescens Downy Birch LF
Brassica nigra Black Mustard O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony R
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold LF
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
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Inn's Pit (Richmond Lakes) 03/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress O
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge LF
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb LF
Chenopodium album Fat-hen LF
Chenopodium rubrum Red Goosefoot O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle LF
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock LF
Conopodium majus Pignut O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Coronopus squamatus Swine-cress O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LF
Crocosmia x crocosmiiflora Montbretia R
Cyperus eragrostis Pale Galingale F
Cyperus longus Galingale R
Cytisus scoparius Broom LF
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel F
Dryopteris affinis Scaly Male-fern R
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's Waterweed LD
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb LF
Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail LF
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill LF
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Fallopia baldschuanica Russian-vine R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LD
Foeniculum vulgare Fennel LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hypericum maculatum Imperforate St John's-wort O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear LF
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Jasione montana Sheep's-bit R
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush R
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush R
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Inn's Pit (Richmond Lakes) 03/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Juncus bufonius agg. Toad Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling R
Lemna minor Common Duckweed LA
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit LF
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy LF
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass LD
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush R
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort LF
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny LF
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick F
Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot R
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Mentha spicata Spear Mint R
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not LF
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily R
Nymphaea alba White Water-lily R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia LF
Oenothera biennis Common Evening-primrose LF
Onopordum acanthium Cotton Thistle LF
Onopordum nervosum Reticulate Thistle O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy R
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy LF
Phragmites australis Common Reed LD
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue LF
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed LF
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal F
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup LF
Reseda luteola Weld LF
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron R
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rosa rugosa Japanese Rose R
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LF
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel LF
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex hydrolapathum Water Dock R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
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Inn's Pit (Richmond Lakes) 03/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort O
Salix viminalis Osier LF
Schoenoplectus
tabernaemontani Grey Club-rush R
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Tanacetum vulgare Tansy O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Thlaspi arvense Field Penny-cress O
Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha latifolia Bulrush LD
Ulex europaeus Gorse LD
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein R
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
Viola arvensis Field Pansy LF



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

253

Selection

Criteria met

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha. in extent , or linear areas

at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8

Comment: The fishing lakes meet the criteria for standing water while the

surrounding grassland and scrub meet the neutral grassland and swamp,

marsh and fen criteria.

Species index

score

Eleven species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Caltha palustris Hypochaeris radicata Leucanthemum vulgare

Conopodium majus Juncus acutiflorus Lotus pedunculatus

Equisetum palustre Juncus articulatus Trisetum flavescens

Gnaphalium uliginosum Lathyrus pratensis

Species index

score

Nine species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Mentha aquatica Rumex hydrolapathum

Equisetum palustre Nuphar lutea Schoenoplectus

tabernaemontani

Iris pseudacorus Phragmites australis Typha latifolia

Species index

score

Eleven species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Caltha palustris Juncus acutiflorus Myosotis scorpioides

Carex otrubae Lycopus europaeus Phragmites australis

Equisetum palustre Lysimachia

nummularia

Pulicaria dysenterica

Iris pseudacorus Mentha aquatica

Site Information

Site Name Inn’s Pit (Richmond Lakes) 

Grid Ref. SK 945 675

Area (ha.) 24

Parish North Hykeham

District North Kesteven
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Species index

score

Six species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of heathland/acid grassland were present on site.

Cytisus scoparius Juncus acutiflorus Rumex acetosella

Erodium cicutarium Pilosella officinarum Ulex europaeus

Additional

comments

A complex site with a good diversity of habitats. Supports several notable

plants and is clearly of value for waterfowl. May also be of value for

invertebrates and, potentially, reptiles.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

255



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

256

Site name Grid reference
North Hykeham Gravel Pits S K 9 2 6 6 6 3

Site sub-division Date
1 8 0 9 0 8Cemex Angling Lake
2 2 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, G. Hopkins, C. Hipperson, B.
Nicholson

3 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large lake formed from gravel workings, now used for angling and sailing.

The large expanse of open water contains three small wooded islands, two roughly at its centre and a third close
to the western shore. The lake supports a limited flora, however Nuttall’s pondweedElodea nuttallii is abundant.
Spiked water milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum and blanketweed Cladophora sp were also recorded. Emergent
vegetation comprising species such as yellow flag iris Iris pseudacorus, bulrush Typha latifolia, soft rush Juncus
effusus, conglomerate rush Juncus conglomeratus, bittersweet Solanum dulcamara and water forget-me-not
Myosotis scorpioides occurs patchily along the lake margins. The steep banks are generally covered by scrub
and (planted?) trees, including osier Salix viminalis, grey willow S. cinerea, goat willow S. caprea, white willow
Salix alba, alder Alnus glutinosa, silver birch Betula pendula, wild cherry Prunus avium, gorse Ulex europaeus,
broom Cytisus scoparius and elder Sambucus nigra.

A fragment of original woodland on the northern edge of the lake (SK 923 665) is dominated by mature
pedunculate oak Quercus robur and silver birch, with alder buckthorn Frangula alnus and hazel Corylus avellana
frequent in the understory. Beech Fagus sylvatica, aspen Populus tremula, sweet chestnut Castanea sativa and
mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia are occasional. The ground flora includes abundant bramble Rubus fruticosus
agg., plus frequent ivy Hedera helix, honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum, raspberry R. idaeus, male fern
Dryopteris filix-mas and broad buckler-fern Dryopteris dilatata. Narrow buckler-fern Dryopteris carthusiana is
occasional. Foxglove Digitalis purpurea occurs here and scattered across the site. Wood small reed
Calamagrostis epigejos occurs in more open areas close to the lake margin. The fungi Scleroderma citrinum and
Lycoperdon molle were found here.

On the southern edge of the lake a peninsula (SK 925 662) is covered by (inaccessible) birch woodland. Both
silver and downy birch Betula pubescens are present as well as aspen. To the south of this peninsula lie ridges of
sand which have been colonised by broom and gorse. Cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata and sheep’s sorrel Rumex
acetosella are frequent. The moss Polytrichum juniperinum, the sand fibrecap fungus Inocybe arenicola and a
species of Cladonia lichen were also noted here.

An area of wet scrub with scattered elder and goat willow occurs on the southern edge of the lake (SK 929 661).
This area supports frequent common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium, perforate st. john’s wort Hypericum
perforatum, ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, greater birdsfoot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus, red bartsia
Odontites vernus, evening primrose Oenothera biennis, opium poppy Papaver somniferum and biting stonecrop
Sedum acre. Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa and teasel Dipsacus fullonum are locally dominant.
Pendulous sedge Carex pendula and pirri-pirri-bur Acaena novae-zelandiae are beginning to establish. Silver
birch and field rose Rosa arvensis form more dense scrub to the east of this area.
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The remaining area mainly comprises coarse semi-improved neutral grassland dominated by species such as
false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata. Tall ruderals such as horseradish
Armoracia rusticana, mugwort Artemisia vulgaris, rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium and nettle Urtica
dioica occur scattered amongst the grassland, together with forbs such as meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria,
common knapweed Centaurea nigra, tufted vetch Vicia cracca, hedge bedstraw Gallium mollugo, sorrel Rumex
acetosa and lesser stitchwort Stellaria graminea. Areas of shorter, more open sward occur in places, especially
on steep banks overlooking the lake, and these support species such as red fescue Festuca rubra, common bent
Agrostis capillaris, smaller cat’s-tail Phleum bertolonii, autumn hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis, thyme-leaved
sandwort Arenaria serpyllifolia, common stork’s-bill, parsley piert Aphanes sp., a hawkweed Hieracium sp. and
the blue-flowered form of scarlet pimpernel Anagallis arvensis foemina.

Pike Drain runs across the northern edge of the site and has a well established emergent and bankside flora,
including branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum, common bulrush, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, fool’s 
watercress Apium nodiflorum, yellow flag iris, comfrey Symphytum officinale, watercress Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum and water chickweed Myoston aquaticum. Aquatic species include broad-leaved pondweed
Potamogeton natans and water starwort Callitriche sp.

A line of fine old pedunculate oak trees stand on the western edge of the site.

The smaller lake at the western end of the site is of more limited interest. The only aquatic species recorded were
Nuttall’s pondweed and common club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris. The edges are scrubby, with common
ruderal species, planted willows, pedunculate oak and gorse.

The main lake supports good numbers of wetland birds, with c. 30 greylag geese Anser anser, c.30 Canada
geese Branta canadensis, c.50 mallard Anas platyrhynchos, c.20 coot Fulica atra, a family of mute swans
Cygnus olor, a few pochard Aythya ferina and moorhen Gallinula chloropus, cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo and
grey heron Ardea cinerea noted during the site visits. Gulls also use the lake for roosting, with mixed flocks of
black-headed Larus ridibundus, common L. canus, lesser black-backed L. fuscus and occasional Mediterranean
gull L. melanocephalus. Other birds recorded on the site included wood pigeon Columba palumbus, blackbird
Turdus merula, great tit Parus major, long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus and wren Troglodytes troglodytes.
Rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus were common in the grassland/scrubby areas, where evidence of mole Talpa
europaea was also noted. Speckled wood butterfly Pararge aegeria occurred in some of the woodland/scrubby
areas.

It is suggested that the site boundary be amended to exclude a small area around the active works in the south of
the site.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees  Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species 
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North Hykenham Gravel Pit (Cemex Angling Lake) 22/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acaena novae-zelandiae Pirri-pirri-bur R DAFOR Scale
Acer campestre Field Maple R D = Dominant
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F A = Abundant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F F = Frequent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F O = Occasional
Alnus glutinosa Alder O R = Rare
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell LF
Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert O L = Locally
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress LF (P) = Planted
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort F
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Betula pendula Silver Birch LD
Betula pubescens Downy Birch LD
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush O
Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed O
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort LF
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge R
Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge LF
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock R
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane F
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel LF
Cytisus scoparius Broom F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LD
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass LD
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel LF
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern LF
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern LF
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's Waterweed LD
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill O
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Fagus sylvatica Beech R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
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North Hykenham Gravel Pit (Cemex Angling Lake) 22/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Fragaria vesca var.
semperflorens Wild Strawberry R
Frangula alnus Alder Buckthorn LF
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw R
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Hedera helix Common Ivy LA
Hieracium agg. Hawkweed O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear LF
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle F
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit F
Lepidium draba Hoary Cress O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle LF
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort LF
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not O
Myosoton aquaticum Water Chickweed O
Myriophyllum spicatum Spiked Water-milfoil LF
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia LF

Oenothera biennis
Common Evening-
primrose LF

Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy LF
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn Plantain O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Populus tremula Aspen LF
Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved Pondweed R
Potentilla anserina Silverweed R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LA
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LD
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress LF
Rosa arvensis Field Rose LF
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North Hykenham Gravel Pit (Cemex Angling Lake) 22/10/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rubus idaeus Rasberry LA
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel LA
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Salix alba White Willow F
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Salix fragilis Crack-willow R
Salix viminalis Osier F
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop LF
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sinapis arvensis Charlock O
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan LF
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed LF
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha latifolia Bulrush LF
Ulex europaeus Gorse LF
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name North Hykeham Gravel Pits (Cemex Angling Lake)

Grid Ref. SK 926 663

Area (ha.) 72 ha.

Parish North Hykeham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: Forms part of the Whisby Nature Park CWS. It is recommended that

this site along with the adjacent Millenium Green be designated as a separate

Local Wildlife Site to to that of Whisby Nature Park

Selection

Criteria met

Sta 2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Mos2: Areas of at least 0.1 ha that add to the wildlife value of adjacent land

qualifying for Local Wildlife Site designation on habitat grounds.

Comment: The grassland habitat within this site is also of some interest

although it does not quite meet the criteria having a species index score of 5.

There are also six species present here that are listed as woodland indicators

on Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Sites Guidelines.

Species index

score

Nine species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of fresh water habitats were present on site

Callitriche sp. Myriophyllum spicatum Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum

Iris pseudacorus Phalaris arundinacea Sparganium erectum

Lythrum salicaria Potamogeton natans Typha latifolia

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site

Centaurea nigra Hypochaeris radicata Lotus pedunculatus

Filipendula ulmaria Leucanthemum vulgare

Species index

score

Six species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodland and parkland were present on site

Carex pendula Corylus avellana Fragaria vesca

Cornus sanguinea Dryopteris carthusiana Frangula alnus
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Additional

comments

Used for angling and sailing and therefore suffers some disturbance, but the

large size of the lake and the likely concentration of activity to particular parts

of the lake will probably mean that there will be quiet refuges somewhere on

the lake. The relict woodland on the north bank with alder buckthorn etc. is

worthy of note.
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Site name Grid reference
North Hykeham Gravel Pits S K 9 3 5 6 6 8
Site sub-division Date

Millennium Green 1 8 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson 1 hrs 20 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A former gravel pit restored and landscaped as public open space.

The main feature is a large lake, which occupies the majority of the site. This has gently shelving edges with well
developed marginal vegetation present along much of the shoreline. This comprises tall emergent species such as
bulrush Typha latifolia, lesser bulrush T. angustifolia, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum, yellow-flag Iris
pseudacorus and common reed Phragmites australis, as well as a range of wetland herbs including water plantain
Alisma plantago-aquatica, trifid bur-marigold Bidens tripartita, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, brooklime
Veronica beccabunga, fool’s water-cress Apium nodiflorum and water cress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum. Alder
Alnus glutinosa and willows Salix spp. grow on the water’s edge in places. Nuttall’s waterweed Elodea nuttallii
grows abundantly as a submerged aquatic in some parts of the lake. A little water starwort Callitriche sp. and
common duckweed Lemna minor was also noted washed up along the margins.

A narrow fringe of land surrounding the lake is variously covered by semi-improved neutral grassland, scrub and
young plantation woodland. Some of the grassland is possibly derived from wildflower seed mix and contains a
range of common meadow species such as common knapweed Centaurea nigra, tufted vetch Vicia cracca, oxeye
daisy Leucanthemum vulgare and bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus. The presence of a little corn marigold
Chrysanthemum segetum in these areas possibly betrays the use of a cornfield annual seed mix. Other areas are
more uniform and rank, dominated by coarse grasses such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, cock’s-foot
Dactylis glomerata and couch Elytrigia repens. There is a small lined pond in the grassland at the eastern end of
the site but this appears to have been punctured and was dry at the time of survey.

Scrub includes gorse Ulex europaeus, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and dogwood Cornus sanguinea amongst
others. This merges into young plantation woodland of silver birch Betula pendula, wild cherry Prunus avium,
pedunculate oak Quercus robur, aspen Populus tremula etc. Native hedges of hawthorn, hazel Corylus avellana
and other species have been planted along some of the site boundaries.

A variety of wetland birds use the lake, with great crested grebe Podiceps cristatus, coot Fulica atra, mute swan
Cygnus olor, greylag Anser anser, tufted duck Aythya fuligula, mallard Anas platyrhnchos and wigeon Anas
penelope being noted. Other birds seen on the site were wood pigeon Columba palumbus and magpie Pica pica.
Molehills were frequent in the grassland areas. A variety of dragonflies and damselflies occurred on the lake
margins and elsewhere, including blue-tailed damselfly Ishnura elegans and common darter Sympetrum
striolatum.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
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Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor (planted) 
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity  Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

North Hykeham Gravel Pits - Millennium Green 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O (P) DAFOR Scale

Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F A = Abundant

Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain O F = Frequent
Alnus glutinosa Alder F (P) O = Occasional

Alnus incana Grey Alder O (P) R = Rare

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress O L = Locally

Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O (P) = Planted
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache O

Bellis perennis Daisy O

Betula pendula Silver Birch F (P)
Bidens tripartita Trifid Bur-marigold R

Callitriche sp Water-starwort R
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb R
Chrysanthemum segetum Corn Marigold R (P)

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O

Corylus avellana Hazel O (P)
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F

Cyperus longus Galingale R

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's Waterweed A

Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O

Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
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North Hykeham Gravel Pits - Millennium Green 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score

Fraxinus excelsior Ash R

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O (P)

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris F
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O

Juncus bufonius Toad Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F

Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O

Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil O

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O

Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not O
Phragmites australis Common Reed R

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Populus tremula Aspen F (P)

Prunus avium Wild Cherry O (P)

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F (P)
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O

Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup O
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress O

Rosa canina Dog Rose R

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F

Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Salix fragilis Crack-willow F

Salix viminalis Osier O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O

Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O

Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O (P)

Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed F
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion F

Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O

Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Clover O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O

Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
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North Hykeham Gravel Pits - Millennium Green 18/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score

Trifolium repens White Clover F

Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O

Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush O

Typha latifolia Bulrush F
Ulex europaeus Gorse F

Veronica beccabunga Brooklime O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch F

Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare O
Viola arvensis Field Pansy O
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Site Information

Site Name North Hykeham Gravel Pits (Millennium Green)

Grid Ref. SK 935 668

Area (ha.) 16.5 ha.

Parish North Hykeham

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Mos2: Areas of at least 0.1 ha that add to the wildlife value of adjacent land

qualifying for Local Wildlife Site designation on habitat grounds.

Comment: The lake meets the standing water criterion, with a species index

score of 9 while the grassland, scrub and other habitats within the site meet

the criteria for mosaic habitats. The grassland has a species index score of 6,

so almost qualifies in its own right.

Species index

score

Nine species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of fresh water habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Phragmites australis Typha angustifolia

Callitriche sp Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum

Typha latifolia

Iris pseudacorus Sparganium erectum Veronica beccabunga

Species index

score

Six species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral and calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Juncus articulatus Lotus corniculatus

Hypochaeris radicata Leucanthemum vulgare Lotus pedunculatus

Additional

comments

Further surveys of the grassland areas at a more appropriate time of year may

well add to the species total. However, it is likely that much of the grassland is

derived from a wildflower seed mix.

Would benefit from the implementation of a meadow management regime in

some areas; scrub and woodland will also require management in the longer

term. The small pond at the eastern end of the site should be

repaired/restored and possibly fenced off to prevent dogs/people gaining

access to it.
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Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This undulating neutral and calcareous pasture slopes down the western side of the Lincoln Cliff. Traces of ridge
and furrow are present and are most evident in the north-west of the field. A bank with hawthorn Crataegus
monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra scrub and ash Fraxinus excelsior trees occupies the eastern edge. A
spring emerges near the eastern boundary, creating a strip of damp grassland and a small marshy area in the
north of the site. A seasonal pond with poached edges is present on the western edge. The field is grazed by
cattle.

The best flora is present on the drier, steeper slopes which are less disturbed by the cattle. The dominant grass
here is crested dogstail Cynosurus cristatus. Red fescue Festuca rubra and tor-grass Brachypodium pinnatum
are frequent, and smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis (including an unusual dark red based form) is occasional.
Forbs include frequent yarrow Achillea millefolium, pignut Conopodium majalis, ladies bedstraw Gallium verum,
autumn hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis, meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris, bulbous buttercup Ranunculus
bulbosus and sorrel Rumex acetosa. Mouse-ear hawkweed Pilosella officinarum is rare.

Elsewhere the grassland is more heavily grazed by cattle. Here the dominant grasses are cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne. Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia
caespitosa is frequent, as are common daisy Bellis perennis, meadow buttercup, creeping buttercup Ranunculus
repens and lesser celandine Ranunculus ficaria.

The pond is covered by floating sweet-grass Glyceria fluitans. Both the pond and the marshy area in the north
support dense stands of hard rush Juncus inflexus and locally frequent brooklime Veronica beccabunga. A few
patches of hairy sedge Carex hirta are present in these areas. Annual meadow-grass Poa annua is frequent in
the poached areas. Hedges and areas of scrub support frequent cow parsley Anthriscus sylvestris, rough chervil
Chaerophyllum temulum, black horehound Ballota nigra and wood avens Geum urbanum. Field rose Rosa
arvensis is occasional.

The field supports a number of ancient grassland/manured grassland fungi species including Panaeolus
sphinctrinus, Hygrocybe aff. pratensis (with bright pink internal hyphae), Stropharia semiglobata, Entoloma sp.,
Hygrocybe virginea and Mycena flavoalba.

Animals recorded on the site include pheasant Phasianus colchicus, blackbird Turdus merula and evidence of
mole Talpa europaea.

A house and private garden now occupy the southernmost corner of the site, so the boundary should be
amended to exclude this southern area.

Site name Grid reference
Waddington Grassland (Viking Way) S K 9 7 3 6 4 5

Site sub-division Date

1 4 1 1 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson, C. Hipperson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle  Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching  Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Waddington Grassland (Viking
Way) 14/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Achillea millefolium Yarrow LF DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder LF D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent A A = Abundant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley LF F = Frequent
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R O = Occasional
Ballota nigra Black Horehound LF R = Rare
Bellis perennis Daisy LF
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass LF L = Locally
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle O (P) = Planted
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear LF
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conopodium majalis Pignut LF
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LF
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail LD
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LD
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LA
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw LF
Geranium columbinum Long-stalked Crane's-bill LF
Geum urbanum Wood Avens LF
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass LA
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog A
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit LF
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass A
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed R
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass LF
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Waddington Grassland (Viking
Way) 14/11/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass LF
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup F
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup F
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LF
Rumex acetosa Sorrel LF
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder LF
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed LF
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime LF
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
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Site Information

Site Name Waddington Grassland (Viking Way)

Grid Ref. SK973645

Area (ha.) 4.7

Parish Waddington

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site, though the survey was constrained by being

undertaken late in the season.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Conopodium majus Galium verum Ranunculus bulbosus

Cynosurus cristatus Poa pratensis

Species index

score

Two species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Galium verum

Additional

comments

Varied site which would possibly repay survey at a more appropriate time of

year.
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Site name Grid reference
Waddington Pasture S K 9 7 5 6 4 0

Site sub-division Date
Sub-division 1. Western Field 1 6 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, C. Hipperson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An old grassland site grazed mainly by horses and some goats. A wide, shallow ditch runs east-west dividing the
site. Fossilised ridge and furrow is evident running north-south north of the ditch and east-west south of the ditch.
The two fields are under different ownerships; the eastern field has been allowed to become rank with tall
grasses and invading scrub. The western field is better for being grazed.

The flora of this western field includes frequent daisy Bellis perennis, selfheal Prunella vulgaris, meadow
buttercup Ranunculus acris and bulbous buttercup Ranunculus bulbosus. Common knapweed Centaurea nigra,
lesser celandine Ranunculus ficaria, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, sorrel Rumex acetosa, white clover
Trifolium repens and thyme-leaved speedwell Veronica serpyllifolia are occasional. The dominant grass is
perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne with frequent creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera, cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata and Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa is occasional.

The ditch and patches of other damp grassland across the site support fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum, ladies
smock Cardamine pratensis, glaucous sedge Carex flacca, hairy sedge Carex hirta, marsh thistle Cirsium
palustris, tufted hair-grass, hard rush Juncus inflexus and brooklime Veronica beccabunga.

Grassland fungi are abundant including blue roundhead Stropharia caerulea, dung roundhead Stropharia
semiglobata, liberty cap Psilocybe semilanceata, Panaeolus sphinctrinus, Volvariella speciosa and Mycena
flavoalba.

The bordering hedges are composed mainly of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with occasional ash Fraxinus
excelsior standards. Ivy Hedera helix, field maple Acer campestre, field rose Rosa arvense, bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg. and elder Sambucus nigra are occasional. Ground flora associated with the hedges includes
ground ivy Glechoma hederacea, nettle Urtica dioica, chickweed Stellaria media and wood dock Rumex
sanguineus.

Green winged orchid Orchis morio has been recorded on the site previously but was not recorded during this
survey. The new owner of the western field has not seen any orchids on the site in recent years.

Animals recorded on the site include blackbird Turdus merula.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
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Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow  Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses  Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing  Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Waddington Pasture (Sub-division 1: Western Field) 16/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O DAFOR Scale
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress LF D = Dominant
Bellis perennis Daisy O A = Abundant
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower F F = Frequent
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge LF O = Occasional
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge LF R = Rare
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium arvense Field Mouse-ear O L = Locally
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O (P) = Planted
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LD
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LF
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy LF
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush LF
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup F
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup LF
Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose LF
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LA
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock LF
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Waddington Pasture (Sub-division 1: Western Field) 16/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed LF
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime LF

Veronica serpyllifolia
Thyme-leaved
Speedwell O
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Site name Grid reference
Waddington Pasture S K 9 7 5 6 4 0

Site sub-division Date
Sub-division 2. Eastern Field 3 0 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson, C. Hipperson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This eastern field has become quite rank, with tall grasses and invading scrub. A few additional species of interest
were recorded including meadow cranesbill Geranium pratense, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis and lesser
stitchwort Stellaria graminea.

The bordering hedges are composed mainly of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with occasional ash Fraxinus
excelsior standards. Ivy Hedera helix, field maple Acer campestre, field rose Rosa arvense, bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg. and elder Sambucus nigra are occasional. Ground flora associated with the hedges includes
ground ivy Glechoma hederacea, nettle Urtica dioica, chickweed Stellaria media and wood dock Rumex
sanguineus.

Green winged orchid Orchis morio has been recorded on the site previously but was not seen during this survey.
The new owner of the western field has not seen any orchids on the site in recent years.

Green woodpecker Picus viridis was heard on the site.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Waddington Pasture (Sub-
division 2: Eastern Field) 30/10/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell R DAFOR Scale
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O D = Dominant
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O A = Abundant
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O F = Frequent
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F O = Occasional
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O R = Rare
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LF
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LF L = Locally
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass A (P) = Planted
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb A
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LF
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens LF
Hedera helix Common Ivy LF
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot R
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum LF
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose LF
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex acetosa Sorrel O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder LF
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF

Veronica persica
Common Field
Speedwell O
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Site Information

Site Name Waddington Pasture

Grid Ref. SK 972 640

Area (ha.) 3.58

Parish Waddington

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: On the basis of the current survey this site does not meet any of

the criteria for designation as a Local Wildlife Site. However, the survey was

constrained by a combination of close grazing (in parts) and the late survey

date.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Cardamine pratensis Centaurea nigra Ranunculus bulbosus

Carex flacca Lathyrus pratensis

Additional

comments

Quite an interesting site with good quality grassland and old ridge and furrow.

Would probably repay further survey at a more appropriate time of year. Light

grazing (horses) of the rank grassland in the eastern field would benefit the

flora.
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Site name Grid reference

Whisby Nature Park S K 9 1 4 6 6 7

Site sub-division Date

2 7 0 7 0 8

2 5 0 9 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp, Alex Prendergast 10 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed A Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh A Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Heathland / Acid Peatland A Ruderal A Advice being followed 
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large Local Nature Reserve, opened in 1989, and located about 7 miles SW of Lincoln, north of the village of
Thorpe on the Hill. The site is well recorded - the current survey therefore concentrated on gaining an overview of
the site for comparison with other potential local wildlife sites.

Whisby Nature Park comprises a complex of small, medium and large flooded gravel pits which have now become
‘greened’ by nearly 40 years of natural colonisation. There is only one significant flowing stream, the Pike Drain, a
small agricultural channel that runs east-west across the southern part of the Park. Some former pits have been
used as sediment lagoons and now support wet willow scrub. Of these, one has subsequently been cleared and
developed into clay grassland, and others are undergoing systematic coppicing to maintain more open scrub
conditions. The majority remain as ‘non-intervention’ areas. Dense willow and birch scrub occurs over wide areas 
in the north on spoil between the pits. This is gradually developing tall canopy scrub resembling woodland. A small
oak woodland of some maturity lies alongside a railway crossing. Near to the sites of former gravel works there
are very dry, open expanses of gravel-pit waste that, over time, are developing interesting plant communities.
Some more orthodox grasslands, both dry and wet, support a variety of flowering plants, and the richest of these is
the Orchid Glade.

The ‘Sandhills’ area of Whisby Nature Park is an area ofold sand spoil heaps with slack areas and small pits.
Calcicole species grow alongside calcifuge species, presumably due to the mixing of the substrate during
excavation of the pits. The main grasses in this area are creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and false oat grass
Arrhenatherum elatius. Ruderal species such as mugwort Artemisia vulgaris and creeping thistle Cirsium arvense
are frequent. However, the flora is good and includes frequent yellow wort Blackstonia perfoliata, common
centaury Centaurium erythraea, common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium, ladies bedstraw Gallium verum and cat’s-
ear Hypochaeris radicata. Broom Cytisus scoparius is occasional. The area has damper hollows where downy
birch Betula pubescens, hairy wood-rush Luzula pilosa, tufted hair-grass Deschampsia caespitosa and wood small
reed Calamagrostis epigejos occur occasionally. The moss Politrchum formosum is frequent and various species
of fungi were recorded in this area including Coprinus atramentarius, Clitocybe dealbata, Collybia butyracea,
Russula emetica, Helvella lacunosa, Leccinum versipelle and Lycoperdon perlatum. Additional important taxa
previously recorded in this area but not recorded during this survey include maiden pink Dianthus deltoides,
pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis and green-flowered helleborine Epipactis phyllanthes,

The northern edge of ‘Grebe Lake’, south of the railway line appears to be one of the more floristically diverse 
areas of the site. Habitats in this area include open water, reedbed, grazing marsh and scrub. The reedbeds are
composed largely of common reed Phragmites australis. Unfortunately New Zealand pigmyweed Crassula helmsii
dominates the ground layer of the lake edge. A small area of grazing marsh on the northern shore of Grebe Lake
is grazed by a small flock of friendly Hebridean Sheep. Typical marshy forbes are abundant in this area: species
present include water horsetail Equisetum fluviatile, marsh horsetail Equisetum palustre, common spike-rush
Eleochaeris palustris, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, brooklime Veronica beccabunga, marsh bedstraw
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Gallium palustre, soft rush Juncus effusus, compact rush Juncus conglomeratus, hard rush Juncus inflexus,
purple loosetrife Lythrum salicaria, water mint Mentha aquatica, water forgetmenot Myosotis scoparius, gypsywort
Lycopus europaeus, trifid bur-marigold Bidens tripartita, bittersweet Solanum dulcamara and black nightshade
Solanum nigrum. New Zealand pigmyweed is still frequent across the marsh.

A tiny fragment of acid grassland occurs in the north-western corner of the southern part of the site. Sparse
heather Calluna vulgaris and harebell Campanula rotundifolia were recorded here.

A total of 502 plant species are recorded on a list maintained by the Park wardens. Some of the latter species
have not been reported in recent years but at least 421 species have been recorded since 2000. Despite the lack
of well established woodland a total of 26 woodland indicator species have been reported, thus meeting the
criteria for habitat WD3. The site also meets the criteria for NG1 (39 indicator spp.), CG1 (27 indicator spp.), HE2
(39 indicator spp.), Sta2 (43 indicator spp.) and Sw2 (37 indicator spp.).

The site has records for 205 bird species, including 48 species that definitely bred in 2007, and a further 17 that
probably bred (Whisby Nature Park and North Hykeham Pits Bird Report 2007) (see attached species list). This
includes 8 UK Red List species that bred, 2 Red List species that probably bred, and 14 Amber List species that
bred or probably bred. No list of mammal species was available but water vole Arvicola terrestris is present and
brown hare Lepus capensis, rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus, mink Mustela vison and grey squirrel Sciurus
carolinensis were noted during the current survey. A total of 28 butterfly species have been recorded from the site
and at least 20 species of dragonfly and damselfly, as well as 407 moths (267 macros and 140 micros), 28
spiders, 47 mosses, 2 liverworts and 47 fungi.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Invasive species Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle  Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep  Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning

Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Acer campestre Field Maple R 27/07/2008

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Achillea millefolium Yarrow O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Agrimony eupatoria Agrimony O 25/09/2008

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F 27/07/2008

Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Aira caryophyllea Silver Hair-grass O 27/07/2008

Alchemilla mollis Garden Lady's-mantle R 27/07/2008

Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R 27/07/2008

Alnus glutinosa Alder O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Alnus incana Grey Alder R 27/07/2008

Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell O 27/07/2008

Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R 27/07/2008

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Aphanes arvensis agg. Parsley-piert O 27/07/2008

Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O 27/07/2008

Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F 27/07/2008

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Ballota nigra Black Horehound O 27/07/2008

Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress R 27/07/2008

Bellis perennis Daisy O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Betula pendula Silver Birch A 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Betula pubescens Downy Birch F 27/07/2008

Blackstonia perfoliata Yellow-wort O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O 27/07/2008

Bryonia dioica White Bryony O 27/07/2008

Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R 27/07/2008

Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed LF 25/09/2008

Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-
starwort

R 27/07/2008

Calluna vulgaris Heather O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed O 27/07/2008

Campanula rotundifolia Harebell O 25/09/2008

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R 27/07/2008

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress O 25/09/2008

Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress R 27/07/2008

Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower O 27/07/2008

Carduus crispus Welted Thistle O 25/09/2008

Carduus nutans Musk Thistle O 25/09/2008

Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge O 27/07/2008

Carex disticha Brown Sedge R 27/07/2008

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge R 25/09/2008

Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O 27/07/2008

Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O 27/07/2008

Carex pseudocyperus Cyperus Sedge O 27/07/2008

Carex remota Remote Sedge R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Catapodium rigidum Fern-grass R 27/07/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear O 27/07/2008

Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Chamaenerion
angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb

F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Chenopodium album Fat-hen R 27/07/2008

Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O 25/09/2008

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Conium maculatum Hemlock R 27/07/2008

Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O 27/07/2008

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O 27/07/2008

Coronopus squamatus Swine-cress R 27/07/2008

Corylus avellana Hazel O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cotoneaster horizontalis Wall Cotoneaster R 27/07/2008

Crassula helmsii New Zealand
Pigmyweed

LA 25/09/2008

Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O 27/07/2008

Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Cytisus scoparius Broom F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-
orchid

F 27/07/2008

Dactylorhiza praetermissa Southern Marsh-orchid F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Echium vulgare Viper's-bugloss R 27/07/2008

Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Elodea canadensis Canadian Waterweed O 27/07/2008

Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb F 27/07/2008

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved
Willowherb

O 27/07/2008

Epilobium palustre Marsh Willowherb LF 25/09/2008

Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb LF 25/09/2008

Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved
Helleborine

O 27/07/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Epipactis phyllanthes Green Flowered
Helleborine

R 27/07/2008

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Equisetum fluviatile Water Horsetail R 25/09/2008

Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail LF 25/09/2008

Erigeron acer Blue Fleabane O 27/07/2008

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill F 27/07/2008

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O 25/09/2008

Euphrasia agg. Eyebright O 25/09/2008

Festuca rubra Red Fescue F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Filago vulgaris Common Cudweed O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Fraxinus excelsior Ash O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Galeopsis bifida Hemp-nettle R 27/07/2008

Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle O 27/07/2008

Galium aparine Cleavers F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Geranium pusillum Small-flowered
Crane's-bill

O 27/07/2008

Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed R 27/07/2008

Hedera helix Common Ivy O 27/07/2008

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Hieracium umbellatum agg. Hawkweed O 27/07/2008

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass O 27/07/2008

Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O 25/09/2008

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-
wort

F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Ilex aquifolium Holly R 27/07/2008

Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008

Juncus bufonius agg. Rush O 27/07/2008
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Juncus squarrosus Heath rush R 27/07/2008
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious R 27/07/2008
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce O 27/07/2008
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O 27/07/2008
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Lapsana communis Nipplewort O 27/07/2008
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O 27/07/2008
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Lemna minuta Least Duckweed O 27/07/2008
Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed O 27/07/2008
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Leontodon saxatilis Lesser Hawkbit O 27/07/2008
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O 27/07/2008
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O 27/07/2008
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax R 27/07/2008
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O 27/07/2008
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-

trefoil
F 27/07/2008

Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush O 25/09/2008
Luzula pilosa Hairy Wood-rush R 25/09/2008
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny R 27/07/2008
Lysimachia punctata Dotted Loosestrife R 27/07/2008
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Malus domestica Apple R 27/07/2008
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R 27/07/2008
Malva moschata Musk-mallow O 27/07/2008
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow R 27/07/2008
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O 27/07/2008
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed R 27/07/2008
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Melilotus altissimus Tall Melilot O 27/07/2008
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Mentha x verticillata Whorled Mint R 27/07/2008
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Myosotis laxa Tufted Forget-me-not O 27/07/2008
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Myriophyllum spicatum Spiked Water-milfoil 27/07/2008
Oenothera glazioviana Large-flowered

Evening-primrose
R 27/07/2008

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy R 27/07/2008
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria R 27/07/2008
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Phragmites australis Common Reed O 27/07/2008
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Plantago major Greater Plantain O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O 27/07/2008
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O 27/07/2008
Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved

Pondweed
R 27/07/2008

Potentilla anserina Silverweed O 27/07/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Prunella vulgaris Primrose F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Prunus avium Wild Cherry R 27/07/2008
Prunus domestica Wild Plum R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O 27/07/2008
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup R 27/07/2008
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup R 27/07/2008
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved

Buttercup
R 27/07/2008

Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette R 27/07/2008
Reseda luteola Weld O 27/07/2008
Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle R 27/07/2008
Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum Water-cress

O 27/07/2008

Rosa arvensis Field-rose R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rosa canina agg. Dog Rose O 27/07/2008
Rubus caesius Dewberry R 27/07/2008
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rubus idaeus Rasberry O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rubus tricolor Chinese Bramble R 27/07/2008
Rumex acetosa Sorrel R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O 27/07/2008
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O 25/09/2008
Sagina apetala Annual Pearlwort O 27/07/2008
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort R 27/07/2008
Salix alba White Willow O 27/07/2008
Salix caprea Goat Willow F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F 27/07/2008
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Salix viminalis Osier O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Salix x sericans Hybrid willow R 27/07/2008
Salix x smithiana Hybrid willow R 27/07/2008
Sambucus nigra Elder F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush R 27/07/2008
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R 27/07/2008
Silene latifolia White Campion O 27/07/2008
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R 27/07/2008
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade O 25/09/2008
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle R 27/07/2008
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O 27/07/2008
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O 27/07/2008
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Whisby Nature Park
Scientific Name

Common Name DAFOR
Score

Date recorded

Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Spergularia rubra Sand Spurrey R 27/07/2008
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O 27/07/2008
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey O 27/07/2008
Tamus communis Black Bryony O 27/07/2008
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Thlaspi arvense Field Penny-cress R 27/07/2008
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Trifolium arvense Hare's-foot Clover O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O 27/07/2008
Trifolium pratense Red Clover R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Trifolium repens White Clover O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Tripleurospermum
inodorum Scentless Mayweed

O 27/07/2008

Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Typha latifolia Bulrush F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Ulex europaeus Gorse F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Urtica urens Small Nettle R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Valerianella locusta Common Cornsalad R 27/07/2008
Veronica anagallis-aquatica Blue Water-Speedwell R 27/07/2008
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime R 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O 25/09/2008
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell R 27/07/2008
Veronica persica Common Field-

speedwell
O 27/07/2008

Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved
Speedwell

O 27/07/2008

Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O 27/07/2008
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O 27/07/2008
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare O 27/07/2008
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O 27/07/2008 25/09/2008
Viola arvensis Field Pansy R 27/07/2008

Note: This list was compiled over two visits in 2008 and does not represent the full species list
for the reserve, which extends to over 502 vascular plant species

DAFOR Scale
D = Dominant
A = Abundant
F = Frequent
O = Occasional
R = Rare

L = Locally
(P) = Planted
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Site Information

Site Name Whisby Nature Park

Grid Ref. SK915672

Area (ha.) 107.30

Parish Doddington & Whisby

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

Note: The CWS identified in the local plan is much larger than the Whisby

Nature Park SNCI and is located in an area that has undergone a lot of

change since the CWS was originally identified. On the GIS layer it is split into

a number of different SNCIs. Some of these have already been surveyed and

are listed separately in this document (North Hykeham Gravel Pit, Hykeham

Railway Line); the remaining areas will be covered by the 2009 surveys.

We therefore recommend that the original CWS be split into a number of

separate Local Wildlife Site based on different land ownerships/boundaries.

The Whisby Nature Park Local Wildlife Site should conform to the

Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust reserve boundary.

Selection

Criteria met

WD3: Woodland not covered by other criteria with a minimum species index

score of 10.

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha. in extent , or linear areas

at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: The additional habitats within this site also meet the following

criteria: CG1–11, HE1–12, Flo3/St2–21, Sw2 - 20

Species index

score

Eleven species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodland and parkland were recorded.

Carex acutiformis Dactylorhiza fuchsii Prunus avium
Carex remota Epipactis helleborine Veronica officinalis
Cornus sanguinea Luzula pilosa Viburnum opulus
Corylus avellana Lysimachia nummularia

Species index

score

21 species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of fresh water habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-
aquatica

Lemna trisulca Potamogeton natans
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Callitriche stagnalis Lythrum salicaria Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum

Carex acutiformis Mentha aquatica Schoenoplectus lacustris
Carex riparia Myosotis laxa Sparganium erectum
Eleocharis palustris Myriophyllum spicatum Typha latifolia
Equisetum fluviatile Phalaris arundinacea Veronica anagallis-

aquatica
Equisetum palustre Phragmites australis Veronica beccabunga

Additional

comments

A large and well known site of high conservation interest that merits
designation as Local Wildlife Site under several criteria.
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Site name Grid reference

Skellingthorpe Hall Field S K 9 3 3 7 1 9

Site sub-division Date

2 3 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

1 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken A HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
When last surveyed in 1977 this was a grassland site with scattered scrub. It has since been ploughed - at the
time of the current survey part of the field supported a rather poor crop of barley, whilst the remainder appeared to
be fallow.

Although it no longer meets any of the Local Wildlife Site criteria, the field is notable for its arable weed flora which
includes very abundant bugloss Anchusa arvensis and field pansy Viola arvensis, as well as corn spurrey
Spergula arvensis, long-headed poppy Papaver dubium ssp. dubium, parsley piert Aphanes arvensis, green field
speedwell Veronica agrestis and thyme-leaved speedwell Arenaria serpyllifolia. Of particular note was a small
population of flixweed Descurania sophia, which grew on the edge of the barley crop in the western part of the
field (SK 930 719).

A gappy hawthorn Crataegus monogyna dominated hedgerow runs along the northern boundary of the field. A
mature pedunulate oak Quercus robur occurs at its western end, whilst bracken Pteridium aquilinum dominates
the hedge bottom. Some relict acid grassland species occur on the margins of the bracken at the interface with
the arable area, including sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella, common stork’s-bill Erodium cicutarium and common
bent Agrostis capillaris.

The Catchwater Drain which runs along the western margin was being cleaned out at the time of the survey. It has
a well developed fringe of marginal vegetation which includes reed sweet grass Glyceria maxima and reed canary
grass Phalaris arundinacea.

The disused railway to the south of the site is fringed with rough, semi-improved neutral grassland, tall ruderal
vegetation and scrub.

The field is subject to heavy grazing by rabbits Oryctolagus cunniculus. Other fauna noted during the course of the
visit were mole Talpa europaea (molehills), hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus (dead animal) and small tortoiseshell
Aglais urticae and comma Polygonia c-album butterflies.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
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Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use ?
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Skellingthorpe Hall Field 23/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Agrostis capillaris Common Bent R DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F D = Dominant
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss LA A = Abundant
Aphanes arvensis Parsley-piert F F = Frequent
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O O = Occasional
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O R = Rare
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O L = Locally
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse F (P) = Planted
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle R
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LF
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Descurainia sophia Flixweed O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb O
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass LA
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Juncus bufonius agg. Toad Rush O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Papaver dubium subsp.
dubium Long-headed Poppy F
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass LA
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak R
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sagina apetala Annual Pearlwort LF
Sambucus nigra Elder O
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Skellingthorpe Hall Field 23/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort F
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Spergula arvensis Corn Spurrey O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Urtica urens Small Nettle O
Veronica agrestis Green Field-speedwell O
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell F
Viola arvensis Field Pansy A
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Selection

Criteria met

None.

Comment: The site fails to meet any of the current grassland criteria, having

been ploughed and cultivated in recent years. It does however have some

interest for its arable weed flora.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 4 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of heatland/acid grassland were present on site.

Anchusa arvensis Erodium cicutarium Rumex acetosella

Arenaria serpyllifolia

Additional

comments

Although it no longer meets any of the Local Wildlife Site criteria, the field is

notable for its arable weed flora which includes very abundant bugloss

Anchusa arvensis and field pansy Viola arvensis, as well as corn spurrey

Spergula arvensis, long-headed poppy Papaver dubium ssp. dubium, parsley

piert Aphanes arvensis, green field speedwell Veronica agrestis and thyme-

leaved speedwell Arenaria serpyllifolia. Of particular note was a small

population of flixweed Descurania sophia, which grew on the edge of the

barley crop in the western part of the field (SK 930 719).

Site Information

Site Name Skellingthorpe Hall Field

Grid Ref. SK933719

Area (ha.) 4

Parish Skellingthorpe

District North Kesteven
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Site name Grid reference
Skellingthorpe Big Wood–Old Wood and Old
Hag Wood S K 9 0 4 7 2 2

Site sub-division Date
0 1 0 7 0 8
1 0 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 5 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large wood (93.5 ha), situated 3 km west from the outskirts of Lincoln and 1 km from the village of
Skellingthorpe. An ancient semi-natural wood that was subject to extensive conifer planting from 1940 to the
1960s. The conifers started to dominate some areas to the detriment of the ancient woodland, but are now
gradually being removed by the Woodland Trust, the current owners. Note that the map accompanying the
description of the previous surveys (1978-1983) excluded the southern area of woodland but this has been
included here following the Woodland Trust described boundary.

The majority of the site forms an ash-field maple-wood anemone woodland of various types, with a rich 
assemblage of trees, including ash Fraxinus excelsior, field maple Acer campestre, large-leaved lime Tilia 
platyphyllos, small-leaved limes T. cordata, aspen Populus tremula, pedunculate oak Quercus robur, silver birch 
Betula pendula and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, and a rich ground flora, especially of spring flowering plants 
such as bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, yellow archangel Lamiatrum galeobdolon ssp. montanum, lesser 
celandine Ranunculus ficaria and wood anemone Anemone nemorosa. A smaller area of more acid and free 
draining soils is dominated by oak-bracken-bramble woodland, with a sparse ground flora, and on wet seepage 
areas wet alder Alnus glutinosa woodland with downy birch Betula pubescens and willows Salix spp. has 
developed. A network of drains runs through and round the wood, and four ponds are marked on maps –however, 
only one small pond, that was densely surrounded by thick scrub, was located during this survey. The wood has 
been divided into 35 compartments and sub-compartments, and these are described in a Woodland Trust 
management plan.

A total of 209 species of vascular plants were recorded during the survey, including 36 woodland indicators: wood
anemone, lady fern Athyrium filix-femina, remote sedge Carex remota, wood-sedge C. sylvatica, lily-of-the-valley
Convallaria majalis, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, hazel Corylus avellana, common spotted-orchid Dactylorhiza
fuchsii, scaly male-fern Dryopteris affinis, bearded couch Elymus caninus, short-fruited willowherb Epilobium
obscurum, wild strawberry Fragaria vesca, water avens Geum rivale, bluebell, hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum
hirsutum, slender St John’s-wort H. pulchrum, square-stalked St John’s-wort H. tetrapterum, yellow archangel,
bitter-vetch Lathyrus linifolius, ragged-robin Lychnis flos-cuculi, creeping-jenny Lysimachia nummularia, wood
melick Melica uniflora, dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, wood millet Milium effusum, wood-sorrel Oxalis
acetosella, wood meadow-grass Poa nemoralis, aspen, barren strawberry Potentilla sterilis, primrose Primula
veris, common figwort Scrophularia nodosa, betony Stachys officinalis, greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea, small-
leaved lime, common valerian Valeriana officinalis, wood speedwell Veronica montana and guelder-rose Viburnum
opulus.

A total of 21 species of birds was recorded during the survey, including singing chiffchaffs Phylloscopus collybita,
willow warblers P. trochilus, blackcaps Sylvia atricapilla, garden warbler S. borin, whitethroat S. communis, song
thrush Turdus philomelos and coal tit Periparus ater. Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, siskin Carduelis spinus and
crossbill Loxia curvirostra were also noted. A badger Meles meles sett was noted in the northern part of the wood.
Seven species of butterflies were seen during the survey, including white admiral Limenitis camilla. During the
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second visit four species of dragonfly were frequent: common darter Sympetrum striolatum, brown hawker Aeshna
grandis, migrant hawker A. mixta and southern hawker A. cyanea. Other invertebrates recorded include the mud
snail Omphiscola glabra (a RDB species) and Dolycoris baccarum, a bug for which the first Lincolnshire record
was from Skellingthorpe Old Wood (http://www.hetnews.org.uk/pdfs/Issue%207_Spring%202006_853Kb.pdf).

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity  Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Skellingthorpe Big Wood
–Old Wood and Old Hag
Wood

01/7/2008 &
10/9/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple F DAFOR Scale
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent D D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O A = Abundant
Ajuga reptans Bugle O F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Alnus glutinosa Alder O R = Rare
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail R
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone O L = Locally
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O (P) = Planted
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass O
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Aquilegia vulgaris Columbine R
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound R
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress R
Betula pendula Silver Birch F
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome O
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed R
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Skellingthorpe Big Wood
–Old Wood and Old Hag
Wood

01/7/2008 &
10/9/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bitter-cress O
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Carex remota Remote Sedge F
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge O
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge F
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil R
Conium maculatum Hemlock R
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley R
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Crataegus x media O
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard O
X Cupressocyparis
leylandii Leylandii R (P)
Cytisus scoparius Broom O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted-orchid O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Dryopteris affinis Scaly Male-fern O
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern F
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern F
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb O
Epilobium obscurum Short-fruited Willowherb R
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail R
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed R
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle R
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw F
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Skellingthorpe Big Wood
–Old Wood and Old Hag
Wood

01/7/2008 &
10/9/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill R
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum rivale Water Avens O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Glyceria notata Plicate Sweet-grass O
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed R
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O
Hypericum humifusum Trailing St John's-wort O
Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort O

Hypericum tetrapterum
Square-stalked St John's-
wort R

Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush F
Juncus bufonius Toad Rush O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce R
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
subsp. montanum Yellow Archangel O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus linifolius Bitter-vetch R
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lemna minor Common Duckweed R
Lemna minuta Least Duckweed R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle F
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin R
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Melica uniflora Wood Melick R
Melissa officinalis Lemon Balm O
Mentha spicata Spear Mint R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury F
Milium effusum Wood Millet O
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort O
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Skellingthorpe Big Wood
–Old Wood and Old Hag
Wood

01/7/2008 &
10/9/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Picea abies Norway Spruce O
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass R
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Populus tremula Aspen O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla erecta Tormentil R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry O
Potentilla x mixta Hybrid Cinquefoil R
Primula vulgaris Primrose O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Pseudotsuga menziesii Douglas Fir F
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Pyrus pyraster Wild Pear R
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Ribes rubrum Red Currant O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rubus idaeus Raspberry O
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Scutellaria galericulata Skullcap O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
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Skellingthorpe Big Wood
–Old Wood and Old Hag
Wood

01/7/2008 &
10/9/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Senecio sylvaticus Heath Groundsel O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet R
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan R
Stachys officinalis Betony O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort O
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage R
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime F
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum
inodorum Scentless Mayweed R
Tsuga heterophylla western hemlock F
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha latifolia Bulrush R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian O
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell R
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Veronica montana Wood Speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell R
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch R
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare R
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

304

Site Information

Site Name Skellingthorpe Big Wood–Old Wood & Old Hag Wood

Grid Ref. SK905724 - SK907724

Area (ha.) 175

Parish Skellingthorpe and Doddington and Whisby

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ in several respects. The CWS

encompasses a number of separately identified SNCIs such as Western

Plantation and Mill House Wood, as well as Old Wood and Old Hag Wood.

The CWS also includes several areas that are no longer woodland, as well as

some private houses and gardens. The survey covered only that part of the

CWS known as Old Wood and Old Hag Wood and which is managed by the

Woodland Trust.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary include all

of the area managed by the Woodland Trust but that it exclude houses,

gardens and other non-woodland areas. Other components of the CWS

should be surveyed and, where appropriate, proposed as separate Local

Wildlife Site.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1 & WD1b: All semi-natural and replanted ancient woodland listed in

Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory. 

Comment: The majority of Old Wood and Old Hag Wood is listed as ancient

replanted woodland, though there are some smaller areas of Semi-natural

Ancient Woodland. The site also potentially qualifies under several additional

criteria; NG1 neutral grassland, HE2 acid grassland, St2 standing water and

SW2 swamp, marsh and fen.

Species index

score

36 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Anemone nemorosa Geum rivale Oxalis acetosella

Athyrium filix-femina Hyacinthoides non-scripta Poa nemoralis

Carex remota Hypericum hirsutum Populus tremula

Carex sylvatica Hypericum pulchrum Potentilla sterilis

Convallaria majalis Hypericum tetrapterum Primula vulgaris

Cornus sanguine Lamiastrum galeobdolon Scrophularia nodosa
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subsp. montanum

Corylus avellana Lathyrus linifolius Stachys officinalis

Dactylorhiza fuchsia Lychnis flos-cuculi Stellaria holostea

Dryopteris affinis Lysimachia nummularia Tilia cordata

Elymus caninus Melica uniflora Valeriana officinalis

Epilobium obscurum Mercurialis perennis Veronica montana

Fragaria vesca Milium effusum Viburnum opulus

Additional

comments

This is a large and very complex site which qualifies under several criteria.

The main habitat is ancient woodland but the network of drains along with

several ponds present on site mean that parts also qualify under wetland

criteria. Slightly more open areas within the woodland have allowed many

grassland species to persist and as such theses areas also potentially qualify

under the criteria for neutral grassland and acid grassland.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

306



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

307

Grid Square TF04
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Site name Grid reference
Flowerpot Brick Pit T F 0 8 4 4 2 7

Site sub-division Date

0 8 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s)
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson Time on site

2 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This old brick pit is now flooded and is currently used as a private fishing lake. The edges are dominated by ash
Fraxinus excelsior woodland with frequent pedunculate oak Quercus robur and occasional silver birch Betula
pendula and downy birch Betula pubescens. Field maple Acer campestre is frequent in the shrub layer. Some
walnut Juglans regia and copper beech Fagus sylvatica trees have been planted. Both apple Malus domestica
and crab apple Malus sylvestris are rare on the eastern edge of the main lake. The shrub layer is dense in
places; it is dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna with hybrid hawthorn Crataegus × media and
occasional red-osier dogwood Cornus sericea. The ground flora includes occasional enchanter’s nightshade 
Circaea lutetiana, foxglove Digitalis purpurea, wild strawberry Fragaria vesca, dog violet Viola riviniana and early
dog violet Viola reichenbachiana.

Areas of wet woodland with scattered small pools and dominated by goat willow Salix caprea scrub occur across
the eastern part of the site. Here the ground flora includes occasional tufted hair-grass Deschampsia caespitosa,
broad buckler fern Dryopteris dilatata, male fern Dryopteris filix-mas and water mint Mentha aquatica. This area is
likely to be of increasing value to wildlife as it matures. Hornwort Ceratophyllum demersum is present in the large
main lake. The margins support some good stands of lesser bulrush Typha angustifolia as well as common
bulrush Typha latifolia and common reed Phragmites australis. Marsh bedstraw Gallium palustre, mare’s-tail
Hippurus vulgaris and gypsywort Lycopus europaeus are occasional.

Some dry grassland species remain in the lighter areas of the site such as around the car park and the bank of
the ditch on the eastern edge of the site. These species include cowslips Primula veris, teasel Dipsacus fullonum,
common knapweed Centaurea nigra and common centaury Centaurium erythraea.

The bryophyte flora includes frequent Plagiomnium undulatum and Atrichum undulatum. This site appears to be
good for fungi. Species recorded include laughing mushroom Gymnopilus spectabilis, aniseed cap Clitocybe
odora, common earthball Scleroderma citrinum, deceiver Laccaria laccata, amethyst deceiver Laccaria
amethystina, Jew’s ear Hirneola auricula-judae, charcoal burner Russula cyanoxantha and many-zoned polypore
Coriolus versicolor.

The lake is stocked with carp Cyprinus carpio and supports a variety of waterfowl including mute swan Cygnus
olor, heron Ardea cinerea, mallard Anas platyrhynchos, Canada goose Branta canadensis and greylag geese
Anser anser. Swan mussels Anodonta cygnea are present in the lake. Common toad Bufo bufo and evidence of
badgers Meles meles was also recorded on the site.

The piles of bricks and old kilns on the western edge of the main lake have been reported to support reptiles
(snakes and lizards–probably grass snake Natrix natrix and common lizard Zootoca vivipara) although the
habitat is quite shaded in some areas which may reduce its suitability for these species. There were also juvenile
toads seen during the visit and the owners report having seen water vole Arvicola terrestris on site.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

309

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Flowerpot Brick Pit 08/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O A = Abundant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O F = Frequent
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O O = Occasional
Bellis perennis Daisy LF R = Rare
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O L = Locally
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O (P) = Planted
Bryonia dioica White Bryony R
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge R
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury LF
Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid Hornwort LF
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle R
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle R
Cornus sericea Red-osier Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crataegus x media Hybrid hawthorn R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove O
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel LF
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry LF
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LD
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw LF
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Flowerpot Brick Pit 08/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum rivale Water Avens O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Hippuris vulgaris Mare's-tail R
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort O
Juglans regia Walnut R
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush LA
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet LA
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort LF
Malus domestica Apple R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha aquatica Water Mint LF
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not LF
Phragmites australis Common Reed LD
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Primula veris Cowslip LF
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal F
Prunus domestica Wild Plum F
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LD
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush LD
Typha latifolia Bulrush LD
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica agrestis Green Field-speedwell LF
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Flowerpot Brick Pit 08/09/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell LF
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Flowerpot Brick Pit

Grid Ref. TF 084 427

Area (ha.) 8

Parish Burton Pedwardine

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: It is recommended that the boundary for the proposed Local Wildlife

Site exclude two houses and gardens in the SW corner of the site that are

currently included in the SNCI and CWS.

Selection

Criteria met

WD4: Wet woodland with a minimum species index score of 6 using Table 1

and 6 using Table 7.

Species index

score

Six species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex sylvatica Fragaria vesca Hypericum pulchrum

Corylus avellana Geum rivale Viola reichenbachiana

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Ceratophyllum

demersum

Phragmites australis Typha angustifolia

Hippuris vulgaris Scrophularia

auriculata

Typha latifolia

Mentha aquatica

Additional

comments

An interesting site which is likely to increase in wildlife value in the next few

decades. A good site for fungi species.
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Site name Grid reference
Goodson’s Holt T F 0 6 3 4 4 8

Site sub-division Date

0 9 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

B. Nicholson 1 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An area of urban woodland owned by North Kesteven District Council and managed as a public amenity. A
network of paths run through the site, which is well used by dog walkers and other visitors.

The canopy comprises mainly pedunculate oak Quercus robur, ash Fraxinus excelsior and sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus, with some horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum on the margins. Some of the oak trees in
particular are very large and may qualify as veteran trees. There is a scattered understorey of hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna, elder Sambucus nigra, holly Ilex aquifolium etc., whilst dead and regenerating elm Ulmus
minor agg. from a thicket in one area in the west of the site. The field layer is generally dominated by ivy Hedera
helix, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. and nettle Urtica dioica. Ivy also grows up many of the trees. Garden
escapes such as ground elder Aegopodium podagraria and garden yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon
ssp. argentatum are established in some areas. Other ground flora species include cuckoo pint Arum maculatum,
wood sedge Carex sylvatica, wood avens Geum urbanum, stinking iris Iris foetidissima and sweet violet Viola
odorata, amongst others.

Two glade areas occur, one in the south-west corner and another towards the north-central part of the wood.
These tend to be dominated by nettle, but also support a range of tall grasses and ruderal species. A wet hollow
is located near the glade in the north-central part of the wood and this supports a little false fox sedge Carex
otrubae and yellow flag Iris pseudacorus. A ditch runs along the boundary with London Road in the south-east.
This is dry for the most part but becomes wetter in the vicinity of a culvert to the north.

The wood contains abundant dead wood, including some large fallen trunks and standing monoliths.

Birds noted during the visit included wood pigeon Columba palumbus, song thrush Turdus philomelos, blackbird
Turdus merula and blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees  Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Goodson's Holt 09/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple R DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F D = Dominant
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder A A = Abundant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome F R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R L = Locally
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O (P) = Planted
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge R
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge O
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass R
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree R
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy D
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Hyacinthoides x
massartiana Hybrid bluebell O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Iris foetidissima Stinking Iris O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
subsp. argentatum Garden Yellow Archangel O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue R
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry R
Prunus cerasifera Cherry Plum O



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

316

Goodson's Holt 09/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup R
Ribes nigrum Black Currant O
Ribes rubrum Red Currant O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry O
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelioin R
Tilia x europaea Lime R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm R
Ulmus minor agg. Small-leaved Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Goodson's Holt

Grid Ref. TF063449

Area (ha.) 1.2

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: Fails to meet the woodland selection criteria as the woodland is

clearly not of ancient origin and contains fewer than 10 indicator species.

Might qualify under Mos4 - Areas of at least 1.0 ha that support at least one

individual habitat with an index score below the qualifying threshold, with a

suite of additional features–on the grounds that it contains good quantities of

standing and fallen dead wood and has a good structure.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex sylvatica Prunus avium Viburnum opulus

Euonymus europaea

Additional

comments

A useful area of urban woodland habitat and a local amenity.
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Site name Grid reference
0 2 2 4 7 0

Heath Farm Road Verge T F
0 2 2 4 7 7

Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal M Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A c. 770m long section of road verge along either side of the lane leading from North Rauceby to the A17. The
verges on both sides are backed by hedgerows for the most part, which are generally species poor and
dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and blackthorn Prunus spinosa. Other species which occur at
lower frequency include wych elm Ulmus glabra, hazel Corylus avellana, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare, spindle
Euonymus europaeus, apple Malus domestica and elder Sambucus nigra. Trees have been planted
within/alongside the hedges in places, and include field maple Acer campestre, ash Fraxinus excelsior and wild
cherry Prunus avium. Some shrub species have also been added through planting, including guelder rose
Viburnum opulus and wayfaring tree V. lantana.

The verges themselves are largely dominated by a mix of bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. underscrub, tall, rank
grasses and tall ruderal vegetation, comprising false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, cow parsley Anthriscus
sylvestris, nettle Urtica dioica and creeping thistle Cirsium arvense,

A relict calcareous grassland element occurs in small patches on both the eastern and western verges and
features species such as tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum, glaucous sedge Carex flacca, burnet saxifrage
Pimpinella saxifraga, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, field scabious Knautia arvensis, lady’s bedstraw 
Galium verum, common knapweed Centaurea nigra and hairy violet Viola hirta.

The most interesting surviving area of calcareous grassland is an area subject to frequent mowing on the western
verge, to the south of Heath Farm (TF 022 474). The sward here is dominated by red fescue Festuca rubra, with
some sweet vernal grass Anthoxanthum odoratum and yellow oat-grass Tristeum flavescens. Associated forbs
include, amongst others, hoary plantain Plantago media, rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus, salad burnet
Sanguisorba minor, musk thistle Carduus nutans, stemless thistle Cirsium acaulon, common restharrow Ononis
repens and wild mignonette Reseda lutea. Fern grass Catapodium rigidum occurs on exposures of sandy
material.

Some of the most extensive surviving grassy areas occur at the northern end of the lane, near the junction with
the A17 (TF 022 477), and these have been added to the site. Dominated by false oat-grass, these areas contain
greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, tufted vetch Vicia cracca, as well as some burnet saxifrage.

A c. 2m wide visibility splay on ether side of the road is cut on a regular basis whilst the western verge in front of
Heath Farm is managed as a lawn area. Otherwise the verges appear to be unmanaged and as result are
becoming increasingly rank, with scrub spreading in from adjacent hedges etc. A little grazing by rabbits
Oryctolagus cunniculus occurs. Other fauna noted during the course of the visit were mole Talpa europaea
(molehills), hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus (dead animal) and meadow brown Maniola jurtina, ringlet
Aphantopus hyperantus and green-veined white Pieris napi butterflies.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal 
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing 

Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
(drift) ?

Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Heath Farm Road Verge 16/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple F DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O F = Frequent
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O O = Occasional
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F R = Rare
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O L = Locally
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O (P) = Planted
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass O
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley A
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Bergenia ssp. Elephant-ears O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed O
Carduus crispus Welted Thistle O
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle O
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge O
Catapodium rigidum Fern-grass R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium acaule Dwarf Thistle O
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Heath Farm Road Verge 16/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree O
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Malus domestica Apple O
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Ononis repens Common Restharrow O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
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Heath Farm Road Verge 16/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry F
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn A
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sanguisorba minor subsp.
minor Salad Burnet O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree O (P)
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis Common Vetch O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Heath Farm Road Verge

Grid Ref. TF022470 - TF022477

Length (m.) c. 870

Parish North Rauceby

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site incorporate an

additional area at the northern end of the lane, which has grassland of similar

quality to the existing CWS.

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8.

Species index

score

18 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Knautia arvensis Plantago media

Carex flacca Leontodon hispidus Reseda lutea

Centaurea nigra Lotus corniculatus Sanguisorba minor

Centaurea scabiosa Odontites vernus Silene vulgaris

Cirsium acaule Ononis repens Trisetum flavescens

Galium verum Pimpinella saxifraga Viola hirta

Additional

comments

The surviving areas of calcareous grassland are scattered along both sides of

the verge, with the most extensive and species rich area being on the western

side adjacent to Heath. This area is maintained by regular mowing as a lawn,

but as such is potentially vulnerable to damage by vehicles (parking etc.) or

through changes in management. Other areas are rank and unmanaged.

There is an urgent need to undertake scrub control and implement an

appropriate cutting regime if the existing interest is not to be lost.
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Site name Grid reference
Kirkby La Thorpe Pit (Sleaford South Junction) T F 0 8 2 4 5 2
Site sub-division Date

1 8 1 1 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

B. Nicholson 1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut

Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
(Active railway)



Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A triangular area of land isolated between three active railway lines. The main feature is a large pond
(presumably an old borrow pit) but the site also includes a variety of other habitats including calcareous
grassland.

The pond occupies the western half of the triangle. Although it still contains some open standing water, much of it
is covered either by fringing wet woodland (mainly goat willow Salix caprea and grey willow S. cinerea) or by
swamp vegetation composed of common bulrush Typha latifolia, lesser bulrush T. angustifolia, soft rush Juncus
effusus etc. Other wetland plants found around the margins include marsh bedstraw Galium palustre and water
figwort Scrophularia auriculata, whilst common duckweed Lemna minor is frequent as a floating aquatic.

To the west of the pond is a small area of young sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus dominated secondary
woodland, with an understorey of elder Sambucus nigra and wild privet Ligustrum vulgare. Nettle Urtica dioica
and ivy Hedera helix dominate the field layer, whilst traveller’s joy Clematis vitalba occurs as a climber.

The eastern part of the triangle is mainly open calcareous and neutral grassland. Tor-grass Brachypodium
pinnatum forms a tussocky sward in some areas but there are also some areas of shorter, rabbit-grazed
grassland with species such as red fescue Festuca rubra, glaucous sedge Carex flacca and field woodrush
Luzula campestris. Associated herbs include hairy violet Viola hirta, cowslip Primula veris, mouse-ear hawkweed
Pilosella officinarum, oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, field scabious Knautia arvensis, lady’s bedstraw 
Galium verum and perforate St. John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum, amongst others. Grassland of more neutral
character occurs on the margins, characterised by species such as false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius and
cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata. Common knapweed Centaurea nigra is frequent in the latter areas.

The embankments of the railway surrounding the grassland are covered by scrub vegetation of hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., and elder. Elsewhere, the
immediate railside land supports rank grassland, tall herbaceous and ruderal vegetation. Of interest in these
areas is the presence of a little blue fleabane Erigeron acer and sticky groundsel Senecio viscosus.

Birds noted on site were wood pigeon Columba palumbus, mallard Anas platyrhynchos, blackbird Turdus merula,
redwing T. iliacus and house sparrow Passer domesticus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
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Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Kirkby La Thorpe Pit 18/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow F D = Dominant
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony O A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O F = Frequent
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort R O = Occasional
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass LA R = Rare
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass LD L = Locally
Brachypodium sylvaticum Wood False-brome O (P) = Planted
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R
Carduus crispus Welted Thistle R
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge LF
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Erigeron acer Blue Fleabane O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill F
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
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Kirkby La Thorpe Pit 18/11/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort F
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lemna minor Common Duckweed F
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy F
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Luzula campestris Field Wood-rush O
Malus domestica Apple O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint R
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed LF
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Poa pratensis agg. Meadow-grass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Primula veris Cowslip O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rosa canina Dog Rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Sorrel F
Salix caprea Goat Willow LA
Salix cinerea Grey Willow LD
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio viscosus Sticky Groundsel O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion F
Taxus baccata Yew R
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush F
Typha latifolia Bulrush A
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F-A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Kirkby-la-Thorpe Pit

Grid Ref. TF082452

Area (ha.) 2.25

Parish Kirkby La Thorpe

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: This site also narrowly misses qualifying under NG1: neutral

grassland, having a species index score of 7.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Galium verum Primula veris

Carex flacca Hypericum perforatum Viola hirta

Centaurea nigra Knautia arvensis

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Carex flacca Lathyrus pratensis Primula veris

Centaurea nigra Leucanthemum vulgare

Galium verum Poa pratensis

Additional

comments

An interesting site with a diversity of habitats for such a small area, including

open water, swamp, wet woodland, secondary broadleaved woodland,

ruderal and scrub, as well as neutral and calcareous grassland. Its isolated

nature means that it provides a quiet sanctuary for wildlife. Would benefit from

some management to control scrub but on the whole the site seems to be

getting on fine without human intervention. A survey during the growing

season would undoubtedly add to the species list.
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Site name Grid reference
Lollycock’s Field T F 0 7 2 4 5 9
Site sub-division Date

1 2 0 6 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson, J. Come and M. Thomas

2 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A roughly triangular area of meadowland located on the north bank of the Sleaford Navigation (New River Slea),
close to the centre of Sleaford. The main habitats are semi-improved neutral grassland, damp grassland and fen;
there are also some small copses of planted woodland and scrub as well as a large pond.The site was purchased
by North Kesteven District Council in 1983 and at that time was a wet pasture used for horse grazing. The
grassland was partially re-seeded in 1986, when tree and shrub planting was also carried out and the pond
added. The site was declared a statutory Local Nature Reserve in 1993 and is managed for nature conservation
and quiet recreation.

The neutral grassland areas are quite rank and dominated by false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, with frequent
meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata.
Associated herbs include meadow crane’s-bill Geranium pratense, oxeye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare, meadow
vetchling Lathyrus pratensis and, occasionally, yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor. Damp grassland occurs in the
lower lying parts of the site in the south and centre and is characterised by species such as tufted hair grass
Deschampsia cespitosa, reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, hairy sedge Carex hirta, marsh horsetail Equisetum
palustre, amphibious bistort Persicaria amphibia, fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica and common meadow rue
Thalictrum flavum. This passes into tall herb fen vegetation places, with reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea,
nettle Urtica dioica and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum. The pond has a fringe of emergent vegetation that
includes common bulrush Typha latifolia, reed canary-grass and yellow-flag Iris pseudacorus. Water quality is
very good, as evidenced by an abundant growth of common stonewort Chara vulgaris var. vulgaris. The pond
appears to have been recently dredged and the arisings have been placed over an area adjacent to northern
bank. This remains relatively bare but is being colonised by species such as common bulrush, reed canary-grass,
nettle, creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and cleavers Galium aparine.

The tree planting areas are now quite mature and comprise several discrete blocks of woodland and
woodland/scrub. As is appropriate to the locality, they include species characteristic of wet woodland such as
common alder Alnus glutinosa, aspen Populus tremula, crack willow Salix fragilis, grey willow S. cinerea, bay
willow S. pentandra, silver birch Betula pendula, guelder rose Viburnum opulus and dogwood Cornus sanguinea.
There are also several non-native species, including some moderately large hybrid black poplar Populus x
canadensis.

A good range of birds were noted on site during the survey including moorhen Gallinula chloropus, mallard Anas
platyrhynchos, kestrel Falco tinnunculus, house sparrow Passer dometicus, swift Apus apus, blackbird Turdus
merula, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, magpie Pica pica and rook Corvus frugilegus. Barn owl Tyto alba,
blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, sedge warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus and reed warbler A. scirpaceus are also
reported from the site. Mole Talpa europaea, grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis and house mouse Mus musculus
were the only mammals noted during the survey but water vole Arvicola terrestris is reportedly present around the
pond. Other fauna noted were small skipper butterfly Thymelicus sylvestris and banded snail Cepea spp.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Lollycock's Field 12/06/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder F D = Dominant
Aesculus carnea Red Horse Chestnut R A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Alnus glutinosa Alder O R = Rare
Alnus incana Grey Alder R
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail F L = Locally
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome F (P) = Planted
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Betula pendula Silver Birch F
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid Hornwort O
Chara vulgaris Stonewort LA
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F-A
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail O
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill O
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Lollycock's Field 12/06/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass LF
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F-A
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife O
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed O
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass LA
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar R
Populus x canescens Grey Poplar O
Populus tremula Aspen O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup O
Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle O
Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum Water-cress O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow F
Salix pentandra Bay Willow O
Salix viminalis Osier O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sinapis arvensis Charlock O



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

333

Lollycock's Field 12/06/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-rue O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime O (P)
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Typha latifolia Bulrush F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
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Site Information

Site Name Lollycock’s Field

Grid Ref. TF 072 459

Area (ha.) 2.05

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Local Wildlife

Site selection

criteria met

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha. in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8.

Comment: Almost meets NG1 Semi-natural grassland at least 0.1 ha. in

extent, with a minimum species index score of 8.

Species index

score

14 species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Ceratophyllum demersum Iris pseudacorus Scrophularia auriculata

Chara vulgaris Lythrum salicaria Thalictrum flavum

Eleocharis palustris Mentha aquatica Typha latifolia

Equisetum palustre Phalaris arundinacea Veronica beccabunga

Glyceria maxima Rorippa nasturtium-

aquatica

Species index

score

Ten species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Eleocharis palustris Lythrum salicaria Pulicaria dysenterica

Equisetum palustre Mentha aquatica Scrophularia auriculata

Iris pseudacorus Phalaris arundinacea Thalictrum flavum

Lycopus europaeus

Species index

score

Six species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of semi-natural neutral grassland were present on site.

Alopecurus pratensis Juncus articulatus Leucanthemum vulgare
Equisetum palustre Lathyrus pratensis Rhinanthus minor

Additional

comments

A valuable wildlife area in the heart of Sleaford. Designated as a statutory

Local Nature Reserve.
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Site name Grid reference
Sleaford Accommodation Pasture T F 0 7 9 4 6 9

Site sub-division Date

2 0 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic M Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This site has lost much of its wildlife interest having been redeveloped as a business park. It is now largely
wasteland with planted borders, turfed areas of lawn and planted trees (although these are largely native species
including mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia and field maple Acer campestre). A few species of interest survive at
roadsides and lawn edges including occasional common knapweed Centaurea nigra, birdsfoot trefoil Lotus
corniculatus, sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella, salad burnet Sanguisorba minor and thyme-leaved speedwell
Veronica serpyfolia.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Sleaford Accomodation
Pasture 20/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple (P) DAFOR Scale
Anagallis arvensis Scarlrt Pimpernell O D = Dominant
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O A = Abundant
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O F = Frequent
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O O = Occasional
Beta vulgaris Cultivated Beet O R = Rare
Betula sp. Birch species (P)
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome LF L = Locally
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O (P) = Planted
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn LD
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel LF
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb F
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LF
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort R
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass LD

Lotus corniculatus
Common Bird's-foot-
trefoil O

Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
Reseda luteola Weld O
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
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Sleaford Accomodation
Pasture 20/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sanguisorba minor subsp.
minor Salad Burnet R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O (P)
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell O
Vicia sepium Bush Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Sleaford Accommodation Pasture

Grid Ref. TF 079 468

Area (ha.) 1.1

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Formerly a County Wildlife Site (CWS), now de-scheduled.

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: While the overall site is over 0.1 ha, the grassland areas only

cover a small proportion of this area and are fragmented.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Bromopsis erecta Lotus corniculatus Reseda lutea

Centaurea nigra Leontodon hispidus Sanguisorba minor

Hypericum perforatum Plantago media

Additional

comments

Despite having been developed as a business park this site retains some of

the species that presumably led to its designation originally. However, the

remaining areas of habitat are now only fragments and as such it is likely to

be unsuitable for designation as a Local Wildlife Site.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

340



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

341

Site name Grid reference
Sleaford Fen T F 0 5 5 4 5 8

Site sub-division Date

2 2 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

2 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal A Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A rather challenging site to survey. A long rectangular strip of woodland runs ENE –WSW, parallel to a major slow-
flowing drain. On the other side of the drain a narrow widening strip of hedges and woodland is present. A main
track, leading south bends abruptly, to form the perimeter of the main woodland block: to the south of this path is
another block, which is much more open in character, although it is also tree bounded.

The drains are shallow and slow-flowing. On their banks are species such as Water Forget-me-not Myosotis
scorpioides, Blue Water-speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica, Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Watercress Rorippa
nasturtium-aquaticum, whilst Water Starwort Callitriche sp, Fool’s Watercress Apium nodiflorum and the aquatic
moss Fontinalis antipyretica occur in the water.

The western end of the main woodland block has been planted up with poplars Populus x canadensis, beneath
which are a few shrubs, such as Elder Sambucus nigra and Grey Willow Salix cinerea, etc. The field layer consisted,
in the main, of dense Nettle Urtica dioica.

The eastern end of the main woodland block had a more natural vegetation, with large Crack Willows Salix fragilis,
and a variety of other willow and tree species occurring in the shrub layer. The field layer had a mixture of tall
ruderals, such as Nettle, Common Reed Phragmites australis, and Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, as well as
smaller species such as Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea. The ground surface was uneven, and in lower damper
patches plants such as Hemp Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica, Angelica Angelica
sylvestris and Meadow-sweet Filipendula ulmaria were also present. A shallow pond cuts diagonally across the site:
this was full of the moss Fontinalis antipyretica. Near it grew the only plant of Yellow Loosestrife Lysimachia vulgaris
seen.

On the north side of the drain the path beside the river was bordered by a Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus hedge,
in which a couple of plants of Himalayan Honeysuckle Leycesteria formosum were also present. The only distinctive
feature of this narrow strip was the large quantities of non-flowering Comfrey present. This looked much like Russian
Comfrey Symphytum x uplandicum.

Floristically the most diverse portion of the site was the small square most southerly block, even though the species
present are common and widespread: Hairy Sedge Carex hirta, Teasel Dipsacus fullonum and Bird’s-foot Trefoil
Lotus corniculatus.

Butterflies noted on the site were Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria and Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Bryophytes recorded:
Amblystegium serpens
Bryum capillare (E)
Calliergonella cuspidata
Fontinalis antipyretica
Hypnum cupressiforme
Kindbergia praelonga
Leptodictyum riparium
Metzgeria fruticulosa (E)
Orthotrichum affine (E)
Orthotrichum pulchellum (E)
Plagiomnium undulatum
Pseudocrossidium hornschuchianum
Rhizomnium punctatum
Syntrichia intermedia (E)

(E) = epiphyte

Sleaford Fen 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
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Sleaford Fen 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Conium maculatum Hemlock
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Humulus lupulus Hop
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Leycesteria formosa Himalayan honeysuckle
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife
Lythrum Salicaria Purple-loosestrife
Medicago Lupulina Black Medick
Mentha aquatica Water Mint
Mentha spicata Spear Mint
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Ribes rubrum Red Currant
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
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Sleaford Fen 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Rubus caesius Dewberry
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio Jacobaea Common Ragwort
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Trifolium repens White Clover
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica catenata Pink Water-Speedwell
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

345

Site Information

Site Name Sleaford Fen

Grid Ref. TF055458

Area (ha.) 8

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ in the SE, with the SNCI

encompassing an additional area of woodland/wetland habitat.

The survey followed the SNCI boundary.

It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site boundary follow that

of the existing SNCI i.e. that it includes the additional block of

woodland/wetland in the SE.

Selection

Criteria met

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8.

Comment: The main habitat type here is woodland, however the site

contained very few woodland indicator species and as such does not qualify

under the woodland criteria. It does contain high numbers of wetland

species, particularly in and around ditches, and as such qualifies under the

swamp, marsh or fen criteria.

Species index

score

Thirteen species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of swamp, marsh and fen habitats were present on site.

Angelica sylvestris Lysimachia vulgaris Phalaris arundinacea

Apium nodiflorum Lythrum salicaria Phragmites australis

Eupatorium

cannabinum

Mentha aquatica Pulicaria dysenterica

Filipendula ulmaria Myosotis scorpioides Scrophularia auriculata

Iris pseudacorus

Additional

comments

While this site qualifies because of its wetland and freshwater species there

were also four woodland species recorded that are listed in Table 1 of the

guidelines. It is possible that additional woodland indicator species may be

identified if were a survey to be carried out in the spring, in which case the
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site may also qualify as WD4 wet woodland

A very neglected and overgrown site which would certainly benefit from some

scrub clearance, at the eastern end. The western end, which has been

planted up with Poplars is probably beyond redemption. The strip on the

northern bank of the main drain, which runs alongside a public footpath, is

also probably not worth trying to improve, except by clearing the footpaths.

The small square block on the south-eastern corner of the site has a varied

flora of common species, including many (such as Teasel) which form a

valuable food resource for birds. It should be kept open, so a bit of scrub

clearance, and some disturbance (?) might be worthwhile.
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Site name Grid reference
Sleaford Meadows T F 0 6 1 4 5 7

Site sub-division Date

2 9 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

B. Nicholson 1hrs 30mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
Two small fields of damp, neutral grassland located on the western edge of Sleaford between Electric Station
Road and the railway. A grassy track with tree-lined margins runs along the western edge of the site, whilst the
eastern boundary abuts houses and gardens. Both of the fields had recently been cut for hay at the time of the
survey, so the species recorded will not reflect the full botanical diversity of the site.

The southern-most field (Field 1) is triangular in shape and, overall, is the damper of the two. The sward is
dominated by false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius, with frequent red fescue Festuca rubra, reed canary-grass
Phalaris arundinacea and tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa. Both hard rush Juncus inflexus and sharp-
flowered rush J. acutiflorus are common. Hairy sedge Carex hirta is also frequent, whilst another sedge–
possibly C. nigra–occurs occasionally. A good range of wetland and damp grassland herbs occur, with marsh
horsetail Equisetum palustre, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, water figwort Scrophularia auriculata, angelica
Angelica sylvestris and meadow rue Thalictrum flavum being amongst the most prominent. Tall ruderal herbs
such as great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, creeping thistle Cirsium arvense and nettle Urtica dioica are
common in some areas, and hedge bindweed Calystegia sepium is spreading in from the margins. Other species
noted included common sorrel Rumex acetosa, cuckoo-flower Cardamine pratensis, common knapweed
Centaurea nigra and meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis. Several large bushes of grey willow Salix cinerea
occur scattered across the south-eastern part of the field.

A wet ditch with an overgrown hedgerow of ash Fraxinus excelsior, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, elder
Sambucus nigra, grey willow and goat willow Salix caprea runs along the northern edge of the field and separates
it from the northern field (Field 2). The more open sections of the ditch support emergent and marginal species
such as branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum, common reed Phragmites australis, bulrush Typha latifolia,
sharp-flowered rush, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, hemp agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, and water
mint Mentha aquatica. Another ditch occurs on the eastern margin, below a treeline of ash, white willow Salix
alba etc. Some tipping from adjacent properties has occurred on this boundary. The southern margin with the
railway is marked by a fenceline, with a belt of young scrubby growth of ash and other species along the railway
side of the fence.

Field 2 is irregular in shape, with a roughly rectangular section in the south from which a square tongue extends
north between recent housing to Electric Station Road. The southern section is damp neutral grassland similar in
character to that in Field 1. The sward becomes progressively drier in the north, with for example more red
fescue, hairy sedge and herbs such as ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata, creeping cinquefoil Potentilla
reptans, red clover Trifolium pratense and meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris. Several piles of brash and
garden waste have been placed in the field. A dry ditch with a row of recently felled grey willow bushes occurs on
the northern boundary with Electric Station Road.

The western boundary of the site is marked by a mature treeline of ash and crack willow Salix fragilis over a wet
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ditch that contains common reed, meadowsweet and great willowherb. Guelder rose Viburnum opulus and wild
privet Ligustrum vulgare occur in the shrub layer.

Fauna noted included mole Talpa europaea (molehills); blackbird Turdus merula, wren Troglodytes troglodytes
and long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus; and speckled wood Pararge aegeria and small white Pieris rapae
butterflies.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management

Appropriate management

(part)

No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 

Inappropriate management

(part)

Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal

Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Sleaford Meadows 29/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O D = Dominant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut R A = Abundant
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O F = Frequent
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica A O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O R = Rare
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R L = Locally
Bellis perennis Daisy R (P) = Planted
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass R
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed F
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower O
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge F
Carex nigra Common Sedge O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb R
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail F
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony R



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

350

Sleaford Meadows 29/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush F
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass R
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick R
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass LF
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue R
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain R
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex acetosa Sorrel F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock R
Salix alba White Willow O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Salix matsudana Dragon's Claw Willow (P)
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-rue O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
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Sleaford Meadows 29/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot O
Typha latifolia Bulrush O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Vicia sativa Common Vetch R
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Site Information

Site Name Sleaford Meadows

Grid Ref. TF 061 457

Area (ha.) 2.2

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent with a minimum

species index score of 8.

Comment:This site is also listed in Natural England’s Grassland Inventory.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of Neutral Grasslands were present on site.

Angelica sylvestris Centaurea nigra Juncus acutiflorus

Cardamine pratensis Equisetum palustre Lathyrus pratensis

Carex nigra Filipendula ulmaria

Additional

comments

The following additional species were recorded by the 1983 survey and may

still be present but overlooked due to the timing of the survey.

 Anthoxanthum odoratum

 Primula veris

Two small damp fields with a good diversity of neutral grassland species.

Additional habitats include ditches and hedgerows. The southern field has

possibly suffered from neglect in recent years but had recently been cut for

hay at the time of the survey. There is some dumping of garden waste and

brash in the northern field. There has been some encroachment on the latter

by housing development since the previous survey, hence the modified

boundary.
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Site name Grid reference

Sleaford Wood S K 0 7 1 4 6 9

Site sub-division Date

2 3 0 6 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

2 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large area of broadleaved woodland on the edge of Sleaford managed by the Woodland Trust. It is thought to
have been planted sometime between 1766 and 1888 (Woodland Trust 2008).

The canopy comprises mature ash Fraxinus excelsior, with sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and pedunculate oak
Quercus robur in some areas. Some of the ash and sycamore are multi-stemmed, suggesting management as
coppice in the past. Sycamore is also frequent in the regeneration. Other tree species include frequent wych elm
Ulmus glabra plus occasional small-leaved elm Ulmus minor agg., wild cherry Prunus avium, downy birch Betula
pubescens, silver birch Betula pendula and, towards the north-east corner of the wood, alder Alnus glutinosa.
There are several standing dead birch trees within the wood, as well as a good amount of other standing/fallen
dead wood. Some trees are evidently hollow, whilst others are well provided with cracks and splits that could
provide a niche for bats and other animals.

The shrub layer is fairly scattered and includes hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, hazel Corylus avellana, wych elm,
elder Sambucus nigra, holly Ilex aquifolium, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, guelder rose Viburnum opulus, wild
privet Ligustrum vulgare and, in places, blackthorn Prunus spinosa. Bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. is dominant in
the field layer together with ivy Hedera helix. Dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis is also prominent in some areas,
whilst other ground flora species include enchanter’s nightshade Circaea lutetiana, cuckoo pint Arum maculatum,
dog violet Viola riviniana, wood avens Geum urbanum, and wood false brome Brachypodium sylvaticum.

Two major rides cross the wood in an east-west and north-south direction. These are mainly grassy, with tall
herbaceous and low scrub vegetation on their margins. In places they are quite damp and support species such as
creeping jenny Lysimachia nummularia, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and bugle Ajuga reptans. There are
also some nettle Urtica dioica dominated glades in the northern part of the wood.

There is a small pond located just to the west of the north-south ride at its southern end. At the time of survey it
was no more than a muddy hollow in-filled with branch debris, though it may hold standing water at other times.
Ditches occur on the eastern, southern and western boundaries. That on the eastern margin of the wood had just
been cleaned out and scraped clean of vegetation as part of works associated with an adjacent industrial
development. The southern ditch has a slight flow and supports occasional fool’s watercress Apium nodiflorum
and water figwort Scrophularia auriculata.

Birds noted during the current survey included wood pigeon Columba palumbus, chaffinch Fringilla coelebs,
blackbird Turdus merula, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, robin Erithacus rubecula and wren Troglodytes
troglodytes. Mammals include rabbit Orytolagus cunniculus, mole Talpa europaea and grey squirrel Sciurus
carolinensis.

Reference: Woodland Trust 2008, Sleaford Wood Management Plan, Woodland Trust, Grantham.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity  Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species 

Sleaford Wood 23/06/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R D = Dominant
Ajuga reptans Bugle R A = Abundant
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O F = Frequent
Alnus glutinosa Alder R O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley A R = Rare
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies R (P) = Planted
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome F
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge O
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle R
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle R
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern F
Festuca gigantea Giant Fescue R
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet R
Fraxinus excelsior Ash D
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy D
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Sleaford Wood 23/06/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog R
Hyacinthoides x
massartiana Hybrid Bluebell R
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush R
Lamiastrum galeobdolon
subsp. argentatum Garden Yellow Archangel x
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass R
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle R
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury LD
Picea sitchensis Sitka Spruce (P)
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes rubrum Red Currant F
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble D
Rubus idaeus Raspberry O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock R
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort R
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry R
Tamus communis Black Bryony R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Tsuga heterophylla Western Hemlock-spruce (P)
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm O
Ulmus procera English Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell O
Viburnum lantana Wayfaring-tree R
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet R



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

357

Site Information

Site Name Sleaford Wood

Grid Ref. TF 071 469

Area (ha.) 10.5

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: Fails to meet woodland criteria with the Local Wildlife Site

Guidelines, being secondary in origin and supporting only seven indicator

species from Table 1: Woodland Plants.

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex sylvatica Lysimachia nummularia Viburnum opulus

Cornus sanguinea Mercurialis perennis

Corylus avellana Prunus avium

Additional

comments

A moderately large wood which is certainly of ecological value. However, its

secondary origin and relative lack of indicator species means that it fails to

qualify under existing woodland selection criteria.
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Site name Grid reference

T F 0 0 8 4 3 1
Wilsford Bank

T F 0 1 1 4 2 9

Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

1 hr mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

An very interesting site comprising calcareous grassland, neutral grassland, dry sandy exposures, scrub and
plantation woodland on the northern side of the A153 just to the east of the village of Wilsford.

On the northern edge of the site close to the railway is an exposure of limestone which forms a steep scarp like
bank that supports a mosaic of calcareous grassland, scrub and plantation woodland. The calcareous grassland
includes a mix of rather rank areas dominated by tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum and upright brome Bromopsis
erecta, as well as shorter more open turf with species such as red fescue Festuca rubra, yellow oat grass
Trisetum flavescens, downy oat grass Helictotrichon pubescens and crested hair grass Koeleria macrantha. A
good range of calcareous grassland herbs occur in the latter areas, including purging flax Linum catharticum,
salad burnet Sanguisorba minor, common milkwort Polygala vulgaris, ploughman’s spikenard Inula conyza, wild
basil Clinopodium vulgare, hairy rock-cress Arabis hirsuta and hairy violet Viola hirta, amongst others. Bee orchid
Ophrys apifera is also locally frequent here, as well as on the flatter ground nearer the road. The scrub element
includes hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare, blackthorn Prunus spinosa, dog rose
Rosa canina agg. and sweet briar Rosa rubiginosa, as well as a little gorse Ulex europaeus. Trees have been
planted along the top of the bank close to the railway and include ash Fraxinus excelsior, field maple Acer
campestre, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, beech Fagus sylvatica and Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris.

The calcareous grassland also extends onto the flatter ground at the foot of the bank, where it occurs in a mosaic
with neutral grassland dominated by false oat grass Arrhenatherum elatius, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata and
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. Common restharrow Ononis repens is frequent on this flatter ground, especially to
the east. To the west are some areas of (tipped?) sandy material that supports a rather different dry grassland
flora that includes fern grass Catapodium rigidum, silver hair-grass Aira caryophyllea, rough clover Trifolium
scabrum, field mouse-ear Cerastium arvense and biting stonecrop Sedum acre. The grassland immediately
adjacent to the road is more species poor and generally dominated by perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne.

Grazing by rabbits Oryctolagus cunniculus occurs patchily. Other fauna noted during the course of the visit were
mole Talpa europaea (molehills), magpie Pica pica, cinnabar moth Tyria jacobaeae and meadow brown Maniola
jurtina, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus and small white Pieris rapae butterflies.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops  Earthworks / hummocky ground
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Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Wilsford Bank 16/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O F = Frequent
Aira caryophyllea Silver Hair-grass R O = Occasional
Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress R R = Rare
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass LF (P) = Planted
Ballota nigra Black Horehound R
Bellis perennis Daisy R
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass F
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome O
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge R
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Carlina vulgaris Carline Thistle R
Catapodium rigidum Fern-grass R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed LF
Cerastium arvense Field Mouse-ear O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Cirsium acaule Dwarf Thistle O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Clematis vitalba Traveller's-joy O
Clinopodium acinos Basil Thyme O
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Fagus sylvatica Beech O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash LF
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Wilsford Bank 16/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Helictotrichon pubescens Downy Oat-grass O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Hieracium agg. Hawkweed R
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Inula conyzae Ploughman's-spikenard O
Koeleria macrantha Crested Hair-grass O
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Larix decidua European Larch O
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit R
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass LA
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil F
Malus domestica Apple O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Ononis repens Common Restharrow A
Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid LF
Ornithopus perpusillus Bird's-foot O
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed LA
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygala serpyllifolia Heath Milkwort R
Polygala vulgaris Common Milkwort O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup R
Reseda luteola Weld R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rosa rubiginosa Sweet-briar O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex acetosa Sorrel R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sanguisorba minor subsp.
minor Salad Burnet O
Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop LF
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort R
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Wilsford Bank 16/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme LF
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard R
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Trifolium scabrum Rough Clover R
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Ulex europaeus Gorse O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle R
Verbascum nigrum Dark Mullein O
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein R
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa subsp. segetalis Common Vetch O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet R
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Site Information

Site Name Wilsford Bank

Grid Ref. TF 008 431–TF 011 429

Area 1.1 ha.

Parish Wilsford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8.

Species index

score

23 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Clinopodium vulgare Ophrys apifera

Bromopsis erecta Helictotrichon pubescens Polygala vulgaris

Carex flacca Hypericum perforatum Sanguisorba minor

Carlina vulgaris Koeleria macrantha Silene vulgaris

Centaurea nigra Leontodon hispidus Thymus polytrichus

Centaurea scabiosa Lotus corniculatus Trisetum flavescens

Cirsium acaule Linum catharticum Viola hirta

Clinopodium acinos Ononis repens

Additional

comments

A very interesting and diverse site which merits careful management. Would

benefit from some scrub control to prevent encroachment into the grassland

areas. Consideration should also be given to removing the planted woodland

at the top of the bank and restoring this area to calcareous grassland/scrub.
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Site name Grid reference
Wilsford Carr T F 0 0 5 4 4 3

Site sub-division Date

2 2 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

2 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This is a site that, despite obvious major changes, has retained most of the species listed on the original citation.
Wilsford Carr itself, which was an irregularly shaped protrusion on the northern side of the site, has disappeared
completely, having been very successfully reclaimed for agriculture. It is suggested that the site boundary be
amended to exclude this northern area.

The northern part of the site is defined by a small stream, the banks of which are lined with trees and shrubs.
Various willows, notably Grey Willow Salix cinerea and Crack Willow Salix fragilis are dominant, but other species,
such as Ash Fraxinus excelsior, Buckthorn Rhamnus catharticus, Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and Elder
Sambucus nigra are also present. This strip is, literally, only a few trees wide. On its northern flank, where it abuts
against an arable field, the edging vegetation is dominated by tall ruderals such as Nettle Urtica dioica, Mugwort
Artemisia vulgaris and various grasses. Less frequent are species such as Musk Thistle Carduus nutans, and arable
weeds such as Small Nettle Urtica urens. The area is obviously used intensively for game bird rearing, with many
feeders–which probably accounts for the presence of Cockspur Echinochloa crus-gallii. Somewhat more
unexpected were Brookweed Samolus valerandi and Blue Water-speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica at
TF00349.44195. These, presumably, had ‘escaped’ from the adjacent stream.

On the southern side of the stream there are now three ponds (only two are shown on OS maps). The
largest of these, at the NE end was bordered by a fenny community dominated by Blunt-flowered Rush Juncus
subnodulosus. Mixed in were species such as Hard Rush Juncus inflexus, Angelica Angelica sylvestris, Hemp
Agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, Gipsywort Lycopus europaeus, Water
Mint Mentha aquatica and Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum. In the pond itself Chara globularis was completely
dominant, although a small stand of Broad-leaved Pondweed Potomageton natans was present at one point. In the
adjacent pond Fennel-leaved pondweed Potomageton pectinatus and Curled Pondweed Potomageton crispus were
also present, along with Chara globularis and a narrow leaved submergent, which was probably Branched Bur-reed
Sparganium erectum. On the banks of both ponds Bulrush Typha latifolia was frequent, though Marsh Woundwort
Stachys palustris was only present by the second pond, at TF0068.4424.
(The third pond, at the SW end of the site, was very overgrown and muddy; the only thing growing in it appeared to
be Mare’s-tail Hippuris vulgaris).

The north-eastern tip of the site contained a parcel of rough grass which added a few common weedy species to the
site list, though nothing of note. Much more interesting were the marshy areas running south and westwards from
the two main ponds. Near the stream and its carr edging the vegetation was much more fenny in character,
presumably due to a richer supply of nutrients, whilst going southwards it tended to become less species rich, and
more marshy.

The most prominent components of the ‘Fen Fringe’ were as listed above for the pond. Additional components 
included Meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria and Common Reed Phragmites australis. [The latter was never
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sufficiently frequent, in my opinion, to qualify as Reedswamp, however.]

In the more species–poor marshy areas a curious patchwork of vegetation was present. Some areas were
dominated by tall rushes, such as Blunt-flowered Rush Juncus subnodulosus and Hard Rush Juncus inflexus, whilst
other areas were distinctly greener and lower and dominated by Marsh Horsetail Equisetum palustre and Sharp-
flowered Rush Juncus acutiflorus. These communities were also rather more species rich than the taller one (?),
containing Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens, Water Mint Mentha aquatica, Fool’s Water-cress Apium
nodiflorum, and Fen Bedstraw Galium uliginosum rather more frequently. However, these, and other plants,
occurred sporadically though out the marsh areas. Greater Bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus pedunculatus, Blue Water-
speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica, Tufted vetch Vicia cracca, Reed Canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea and
Square-stemmed St. John’s-wort Hypericum tetrapterum all occurred in the marsh, but tended to occur more
frequently in the fenny fringes of the steam.

The marsh area is mown–this seems to be doing the trick as far as most of the plants are concerned.

The only plant not refound was Water Parsnip Sium latifolium though it could well have been overlooked.

The liverwort Pellia endiviifolia occurred on the banks of the stream, along with the mosses Kindbergia praelonga
and Brachythecium rutabulum. Hypnum cupressiforme occurred as an epiphyte on willow.

Other species observed: Rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus, Coot Fulica atra, Mute Swan Cygnus olor, various dragon
and damselflies plus Peacock Inachis io and Common Blue Polyommatus icarus butterflies.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding ?
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle ? Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Wilsford Carr 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle
Chenopodium album Fat-hen
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Echinochloa crus-galli Cockspur
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Wilsford Carr 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Equisetum fluviatile Water Horsetail
Equisetum palustre Marsh Horsetail
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Galium uliginosum Fen Bedstraw
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Hippuris vulgaris Mare's-tail
Hydrocotyle vulgaris Marsh Pennywort
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush
Juncus subnodulosus Blunt-flowered Rush
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Mentha aquatica Water Mint
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria
Persicaria maculosa Redshank
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar
Potamogeton crispus Curled Pondweed
Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved Pondweed
Potamogeton pectinatus Fennel Pondweed
Potentilla anserina Silverweed
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix alba White Willow
Salix caprea Goat Willow
Salix cinerea GreyWwillow
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
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Wilsford Carr 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Silene latifolia White Campion
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed
Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort
Typha latifolia Bulrush
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Urtica urens Small Nettle
Veronica anagallis-aquatica Blue Water-Speedwell
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
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Site Information

Site Name Wilsford Carr

Grid Ref. TF 005 443

Area (ha.) 11

Parish Wilsford

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ with respect to an area in the

north, which is slightly larger in the CWS. In practice this northern section of

the site is no longer of ecological value, having been reclaimed for arable

agriculture. It is therefore recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site

boundary exclude those sections of the SNCI and CWS north of the stream.

Selection

Criteria met

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8

Species index

score

18 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Angelica sylvestris Hydrocotyle vulgaris Phalaris arundinacea

Apium nodiflorum Hypericum tetrapterum Phragmites australis

Equisetum fluviatile Juncus acutiflorus Pulicaria dysenterica

Eupatorium cannabinum Juncus subnodulosus Scrophularia auriculata

Filipendula ulmaria Lycopus europaeus Sparganium erectum

Galium uliginosum Mentha aquatica Stachys palustris

Additional

comments

The existing management of the marsh and fen areas seems to be

satisfactory, in that it has retained all (?) of the species of interest. The extra

pond which has been created should enhance the value of the site.

Although the large block of wet woodland at the western end of the site was

not looked at, it seemed to contain a varied flora with a lot of nectar-rich

species such as Hemp-agrimony (Eupatorium cannabinum). A substantial

part of it is, at present, used for game-rearing, however, it probably forms a

valuable adjunct to the main designated site.
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Site name Grid reference
Mareham Pastures T F 0 7 1 4 4 7
Site sub-division Date

2 6 0 6 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan 
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed 
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The area of 11.5 ha, which was originally farmland, was used by Lincolnshire CC as a landfill site between 1976
and 1998. It lies on the south side of Sleaford and has housing to the north and west, arable fields to the south,
and some arable land, a recycling centre and a few large houses to the east.

It mainly comprises open grassland, largely dominated by false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, and is bordered
by a thick hedge dominated by hawthorn Crataegus monogyna but mixed with 11 other shrub species including
Midland hawthorn C. laevigata–in the north-west corner there are a few standing dead elms Ulmus sp
surrounded by live suckers.

On the west side a small fenced area is kept mown as a recreation area, and the western boundary is formed by
Bullock Pasture Lane, which has a hedge along its east side and garden fences on its west side. A narrow drain
runs along the northern, north-eastern and part of the southern edge but was dry at the time of the visit. In the
north-east corner there is a triangular grove of mature Lawson’s cypresses Chamaecyparis lawsoniana, with a few
Norway maples Acer platanoides and other broadleaved trees along the edge–some of the cypresses have been
felled and the cut wood stacked nearby. A few bushes are invading from the edges but many small trees and
shrubs have been planted throughout much of the grassland, mainly involving native species, but including some
white poplars Populus alba and a commemorative gingko tree Ginkgo biloba. An electricity power line crosses the
site and one pylon is situated on the site. A circular surfaced path has been laid down, traversing much of the site,
and other small paths run off from this main one. The site is apparently visited by large numbers of local people,
many with dogs.

A previous survey, carried out by Lapwings Consultants in June/July 2005, recorded 157 plant species, 40 bird
species and 144 invertebrate species. They described a small open grass area in the north-east corner that
supported a remnant old meadow type flora, including great burnet Sanguisorba officinalis, cowslip Primula veris,
downy oat-grass Helictotrichon pubescens and selfheal Prunella vulgaris. This remnant meadow flora was not re-
found and none of the species mentioned above were seen elsewhere on the site. Towards the centre of the site
there was an area of short grass with bee orchids Ophrys apifera interspersed with coarse tussocky grasses.
Other species present here included interesting perennial species such as meadow crane’s-bill Geranium
pratense, bladder campion Silene vulgaris, yellow rattle Rhinanthus minor and field scabious Knautia arvensis.
During this survey a total of 141 plant species were recorded (including 33 species not found in the previous
survey, but 11 of these relate to planted trees and shrubs).

Twenty two bird species were also recorded, including 3 not found in the previous survey: a singing grasshopper
warbler Locustella naevia at the south end, a singing goldcrest Regulus regulus in the cypresses in the north-east
corner and a great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major. Few invertebrate species were evident, although
good numbers of the butterflies were seen: large skipper Ochlodes faunus, meadow brown Maniola jurtina and
ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus. Other invertebrates recorded were two hoverfly species (Syrphus ribesii and
Chrysotoxum bicinctum), two moth species (riband wave Idaea aversata and mullein moth Shargacucullia
verbasci caterpillars on water figwort Scrophularia auriculata) and the dark bush cricket Pholidoptera griseoaptera.
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It was not clear whether the management recommendations proposed following the previous survey had been
adopted. The areas of short grass harbouring the bee orchids and other interesting plants were small and will be
overgrown by the tussocky grass and newly planted shrubs. The introduction of controlled grazing by cows could
be considered to reduce the prevalence of tall, coarse species such as false oat-grass.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Mareham Pastures 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer platanoides Norway Maple O D = Dominant
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R A = Abundant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O F = Frequent
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O O = Occasional
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F R = Rare
Ajuga reptans Bugle R
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R L = Locally
Alnus glutinosa Alder (P) (P) = Planted
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell R
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome F
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress R
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Atriplex patula Common Orache R
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Betula pendula Silver Birch (P)
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed R
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Cardamine hirsuta Hairy Bitter-cress R
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress (P)
Chenopodium album Fat-hen R
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Mareham Pastures 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Chenopodium ficifolium Fig-leaved Goosefoot R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed F
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel (P)
Crataegus laevigata Midland Hawthorn R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge R
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory R
Galium aparine Cleavers A
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium pratense Meadow Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Ginko biloba Maidenhair (P)
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog A
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley R
Hordeum vulgare Common Barley R
Humulus lupulus Hop R
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort R
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass A
Malus domestica Apple R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
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Mareham Pastures 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Narcissus agg. Narcissus R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy R
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine (P)
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain A
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Poa pratensis agg. Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass A
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Populus alba White Poplar (P)
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry (P)
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak (P)
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak R
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rhinanthus minor Yellow-rattle O
Ribes nigrum Black Currant R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rosa rubiginosa Sweet Briar (P)
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow R
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion O
Sinapis alba White Mustard R
Sinapis arvensis Charlock O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan (P)
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelioin O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime (P)
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard R
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
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Mareham Pastures 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Trifolium pratense Red Clover F
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulmus sp Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare O
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Site Information

Site Name Mareham Pastures

Grid Ref. TF071447

Area (ha.) 11.5

Parish Sleaford

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

Mos1: Areas of at least 1.0 ha that support a combination of two or more

individual habitats, each with an index score that is no more than three points

below the qualifying threshold.

Comment: The site overall provides a valuable mosaic of habitats for wildlife,

with the grassland habitats falling no more than 3 points below the qualifying

thresholds for neutral grassland and calcareous grassland.

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Odontites vernus Rhinanthus minor

Hypericum perforatum Ophrys apifera Silene vulgaris

Knautia arvensis

Species index

score

Five species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Leucanthemum vulgare Rhinanthus minor

Lathyrus pratensis Poa pratensis

Additional

comments

The following additional calcareous grassland species were recorded during

the 2005 survey and may still be present

 Helictotrichon pubescens

 Primula veris

The following additional neutral grassland species were recorded during the

2005 survey and may still be present

 Alopecurus pratensis

 Primula veris

 Ranunculus bulbosus

 Sanguisorba officinalis
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Grid Square TF05
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Site name Grid reference
Gilbert’s Wood (Overton’s Wood) T F 0 4 8 5 9 4
Site sub-division Date

1 0 0 7 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A medium-sized wood (11.78 ha) situated on the east side of Bloxholm Lane and bounded on the other three
sides by open farmland. Apart from pheasant rearing pens around Blankney Grange on the east side there is little
evidence of disturbance elsewhere in the wood, although in some parts there are many small planted trees, both
native and non-native.The wood is dominated by sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, and ash Fraxinus excelsior is
also abundant; other frequent trees are beech Fagus sylvatica and elm Ulmus sp. A previous survey in 1978
reported that the southern part of the wood consisted predominantly of oak Quercus sp. but very few trees were
found during this survey. Planted trees include wild cherry Prunus avium, lime Tilia sp. (large-leaved?), larch Larix
decidua and Norway spruce Picea abies. The undergrowth is dominated by nettles Urtica dioica and brambles
Rubus fruticosus and, consequently, access is very difficult in much of the wood.

A total of 65 plant species were recorded but, excluding wild cherry Prunus avium (only planted trees seen), there
were only five woodland indicator species: bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum
hirsutum, common figwort Scrophularia nodosa, sanicle Sanicula europaea and guelder rose Viburnum opulus–
of these only bluebell was frequent. In 1978 it was described as a ‘Remarkable wood’ but the current survey
findings do not support this claim.

The birds were more interesting, with 18 species recorded, including marsh tit Poecile palustris, bullfinch Pyrrhula
pyrrhula, and singing turtle dove Streptopelia turtur, blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita,
robin Erithacus rubecula and wren Troglodytes troglodytes. The only butterfly noted was speckled wood Pararge
aegeria, but two moths: dark marbled carpet Dysstroma citrata and yellow shell Camptogramma bilineata were
also seen.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species
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Gilbert's (Overton's) Wood 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore D DAFOR Scale
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O F = Frequent
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock F O = Occasional
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O R = Rare
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony R L = Locally
Buxus sempervirens Box R (P) = Planted
Castanea sativa Sweet Chestnut R
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear R
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue R
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell F
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Larix decidua European Larch O (P)
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Listera ovata Common Twayblade R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Phleum pratense Timothy R
Picea abies Norway Spruce R (P)
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal R
Prunus avium Wild Cherry R (P)
Prunus domestica Wild Plum R
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Sanicula europaea Sanicle R
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Gilbert's (Overton's) Wood 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Silene dioica Red Campion O
Silene latifolia White Campion R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry O
Taxus baccata Yew R
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime R (P)
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Ulmus procera English Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet F
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Gilbert’s Wood (Overton’s Wood)

Grid Ref. TF048594

Area (ha.) 11.78

Parish Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: Fails to meet woodland criteria with the Local Wildlife Site

Guidelines, being secondary in origin and supporting only five of the indicator

species from Table 1: Woodland Plants.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Hyacinthoides non-scripta Sanicula europaea Viburnum opulus

Hypericum hirsutum Scrophularia nodosa

Additional

comments

Wild Cherry Prunus avium was also present however as it had been planted it

is not included in the species index score. This site also supports a good bird

population and contains additional species of interest including three neutral

grassland species (table 2): meadow fescue Festuca pratensis, oxeye daisy

Leucanthemum vulgare and common twayblade Listera ovata.
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Site name Grid reference
0 1 3 5 7 6

Gorse Lane T F
0 1 4 5 6 6

Site sub-division Date
2 6 0 6 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A narrow lane, 1300 m long, running north from Gorse Hill Lane (TF014563), east of Wellingore, to a minor road
(TF013576) connecting Navenby to the A15. It forms the border to three parishes: Navenby CP in the NW,
Wellingore CP in the SW, and Temple Bruer with Temple High Grange CP in the E.

It is separated from arable fields on the west side by a thick, apparently unmanaged hedge. On the east side, the
southern half merges into Gorse Hill Covert, a small mainly deciduous wood, and the northern half is separated
from arable fields by a hedge along most of its length. In places a stone wall further marks its outer boundary.

Since it was last surveyed in 1983 the lane has become overgrown with dense areas of bramble Rubus fruticosus
agg., bracken Pteridium aquilinum and scrub. A total of 91 plant species were recorded, including 11 woody
species in the hedges, but no decent areas of calcareous grassland remained and none of the significant species
recorded previously (pyramidal orchid Anacamptis pyramidalis, quaking grass Briza media, dropwort Filipendula
vulgaris, rockrose Helianthemum nummularium, small scabious Scabiosa columbaria, burnet saxifrage Pimpinella
saxifraga, wild parsnip Pastinaca sativa and restharrow Ononis sp.) was found. However, 12 indicator species of
calcareous grassland were found: Tor-grass Brachypodium pinnatum, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, Common
knapweed Centaurea nigra, greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum, field scabious
Knautia arvensis, common bird’s-foot trefoil Lotus corniculatus, red bartsia Odontites vernus, hoary plantain
Plantago media, wild mignonette Reseda lutea, bladder campion Silene vulgaris and yellow oat Trisetum
flavescens, and so the site meets the criteria for habitat CG1; however, all of these species were in very small
numbers and mainly in gaps in the hedge where there was a field entrance. This suggests that management of the
habitat by grazing/scrub clearance could increase the species and numbers of calcicolous plants. Some of the
fields margins on the east side held small numbers of calcicolous plants, including woolly thistle Cirsium
eriophorum (TF014574), a species apparently unrecorded in TF05. At the southern end, under the trees on the
east side of the lane, were 35 plants of wall lettuce Mycelis muralis, apparently a rare species in this part of
Lincolnshire.

At the time of the visit there were heavy blustery showers so little was recorded in the way of fauna. Only two
species of butterflies were noted: meadow brown Maniola jurtina and speckled wood Pararge aegeria, and only 12
species of birds were seen within the confines of the lane: singing blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, chiffchaff
Phylloscopus collybita, song thrush Turdus philomelos, robin Erithacus rubecula, chaffinch Fringilla coelebs,
yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella and wood pigeon Columba palumbus; a whitethroat Sylvia communis alarming;
also green woodpecker Picus viridis and bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, with house martins Delichon urbica feeding
over the lane.

In summary, the site has some potential wildlife value but, unless a management regime is introduced, it will
gradually lose most of the more interesting species.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Gorse Lane 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony R A = Abundant
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R F = Frequent
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F R = Rare
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass D (P) = Planted
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Avena fatua Wild-oat R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass F
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome R
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear R
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium eriophorum Woolly Thistle R
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
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Gorse Lane 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious R
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick R
Mycelis muralis Wall Lettuce R
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain R
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass A
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken A
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex crispus Curled Dock R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion R
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed R
Stellaria pallida Lesser Chickweed R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
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Gorse Lane 26/06/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulex europaeus Gorse O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet R
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Site Information

Site Name Gorse Lane

Grid Ref. TF013576 - TF014563

Area (ha.) 2.21

Parish Navenby/Wellingore/Temple Bruer

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Species index

score

13 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Gallium verum Plantago media

Bromopsis erecta Knautia arvensis Reseda lutea

Centaurea nigra Lotus corniculatus Silene vulgaris

Centaurea scabiosa Odontites vernus Trisetum flavescens

Cirsium eriophorum

Additional

comments

The site has some potential wildlife value but, unless a management regime

is introduced, it will gradually lose most of the more interesting species.
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Site name Grid reference

Green Man Wood T F 0 2 5 5 9 8

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 7 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A long narrow wood, extending 2250 m east from the A15 to Bloxholm Lane and c. 45 ha in extent. A drivable
track extends from Green Man Farm in the south-west corner right through the wood to Bloxholm Lane; alongside
the track the trees are fairly widely spaced and the undergrowth is limited. Away from the track the trees are much
denser and the undergrowth is thicker. In various places there are disused RAF buildings. In the north-west corner
a path marked on the map as a public footpath was completely overgrown and could not be followed. There were
pheasant rearing pens in several places in the wood and large numbers of recently fledged pheasants at the time
of the visit.

The wood is largely dominated by sycamores Acer pseudoplatanus, many of which are quite tall; there are large
numbers of ash Fraxinus excelsior and beech Fagus sylvatica trees, with smaller numbers of field maple Acer
campestre, silver birch Betula pendula, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, pedunculate oak Quercus robur and elms
Ulmus sp.. Planted trees include wild cherry Prunus avium, rowan Sorbus aucuparia, large-leaved lime Tilia
platyphyllos, larch Larix decidua and pines Pinus sp.. The understory is dominated by dog’s mercury Mercurialis
perennis and stinging nettles Urtica dioica but, apart from bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, other woodland
indicator species are virtually absent –a small patch of heath speedwell Veronica officinalis was the only relevant
one. Most of the species recorded in 1978 were found, including three plants of stinking hellebore near the A15. A
total of 101 plant species were recorded on this current survey but many of these were present in small numbers
and around the more open areas.

The wood was too shaded for many butterflies but around the edges there were meadow browns Maniola jurtina,
ringlets Aphantopus hyperantus green-veined whites Pieris napi, and a single red admiral Vanessa atalanta. Bird
species were few but included a calling buzzard Buteo buteo, singing blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, chiffchaff
Phylloscopus collybita, goldcrest Regulus regulus, song thrush Turdus philomelos, wren Troglodytes troglodytes,
dunnock Prunella modularis and chaffinch Fringilla coelebs.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

391

Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Green Man Wood 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore D D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent R F = Frequent
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O R = Rare
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock F
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort R (P) = Planted
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Betula pendula Silver Birch O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass O
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome R
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Buxus sempervirens Box O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Cupressocyparis x leylandii Leyland Cypress O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb R
Fagus sylvatica Beech A
Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue O
Festuca pratensis Meadow Fescue R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw R
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore R
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell F
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
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Green Man Wood 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Larix decidua European Larch O (P)
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury A
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine O (P)
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O (P)
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O (P)
Prunus domestica Wild Plum R
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry R
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rubus idaeus Rasberry O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O (P)
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry O
Taxus baccata Yew R
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime R (P)
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed R
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Ulmus procera English Elm O
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Green Man Wood 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell R
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell R
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Green Man Wood

Grid Ref. TF016595

Area (ha.) 45.88

Parish Metheringham / Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: Fails to meet woodland criteria with the Local Wildlife Site

Guidelines, being secondary in origin and supporting only three indicator

species from Table 1: Woodland Plants.

Species index

score

Three* species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Hyacinthoides non-

scripta

Mercurialis perennis Veronica officinalis

Additional

comments

A moderately large wood which is certainly of ecological value. However, its

secondary origin and relative lack of indicator species means that it fails to

qualify under existing woodland selection criteria.

* Wild Cherry Prunus avium was present–however, as a planted species, it is not included in the

species index score.
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Site name Grid reference

Long Wood (North of Road) T F 0 6 0 5 9 6

Site sub-division Date

1 0 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water ? Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A thin strip of woodland (2.4 ha) bounded on the south side by Long Wood Lane, and on the other sides by open
farmland. The section west of a small dividing road is largely a larch Larix decidua plantation, with deciduous trees
and shrubs along the road edge. The section east of the road is dominated by sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus,
with frequent ash Fraxinus excelsior, beech Fagus sylvatica and elm Ulmus spp, and abundant nettles Urtica
dioica and ivy Hedera helix on the ground. It is bounded on the north side by a drain, but this appeared to be dry
at the time of the survey.

A total of 41 plant species were recorded, but only one, spindle Euonymus europaeus, is a woodland indicator.

Birds recorded included spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata, and singing blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, blackbird
Turdus merula, song thrush Turdus philomelos, goldcrest Regulus regulus and wren Troglodytes troglodytes.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Long Wood (North of Road) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore A DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O F = Frequent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O R = Rare
Ballota nigra Black Horehound R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O L = Locally
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F (P) = Planted
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree O
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Larix decidua European Larch F
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed R
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn R
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed R
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica filiformis Slender Speedwell R
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Site Information

Site Name Long Wood (North of Road)

Grid Ref. TF060596

Area (ha.) 2.4

Parish Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

Selection

Criteria met

WD1: All semi-natural ancient woodland listed in Natural England’s Ancient

Woodland Inventory.

Comment: The eastern two thirds of this woodland is listed in Natural

England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory as ancient & semi-natural woodland.

Species index

score

One species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Euonymus europaeus

Additional

comments

Provides some useful cover and habitat for wildlife and part is apparently a

relict area of ancient woodland, though on the ground the site displays few of

the characteristics of such woodland.
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Site name Grid reference
Long Wood (South of Road) T F 0 6 0 5 9 2
Site sub-division Date

1 0 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An area of woodland (6.2 ha) to the south of Long Wood Lane, bounded on the southern side by quarries, one
currently in use and a bigger area around it that was formerly worked. Most of the wood is on a fairly steep north-
west facing slope and is quite shady with dense canopy and thick undergrowth and fallen trees. There are some
small cleared areas along the route of overhead power lines and the south-western aspect is bounded by a grassy
track and species more typical of open habitats. The wood is dominated by sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, and
other common trees are ash Fraxinus excelsior, beech Fagus sylvatica and elm Ulmus spp. In the southern part a
few pines Pinus spp. have been planted and one or two horse chestnuts Aesculus hippocastanum and small-
leaved limes Tilia cordata were probably also planted.

A total of 108 plant species were recorded during the survey (with 3 others reported during a previous survey in
1978). These included six woodland indicators: wood anemone Anemone nemorosa, dogwood Cornus
sanguineus, spindle Euonymus europaeus, hairy St John’s-wort Hypericum hirsutum, wild cherry Prunus avium
and guelder rose Viburnum opulus, Five calcareous grassland indicators were present: Tor-grass Brachypodium
pinnatum, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, wild basil Clinopodium vulgare, lady's bedstraw Galium verum
and red bartsia Odontites vernus and the southern track had two additional neutral grassland indicators: common
sedge Carex nigra and ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare (with cowslip Primula veris reported in 1978).

Birds recorded included 6 crossbills Loxia curvirostra flying out of the pines, spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata,
and singing blackcap Sylvia atricapilla, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, blackbird Turdus merula and wren
Troglodytes troglodytes. Along the southern track meadow browns Maniola jurtina, gatekeepers Pyronia tithonus
and ringlets Aphantopus hyperantus were frequent.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species
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Long Wood (South of Road) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore A DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow R D = Dominant
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R A = Abundant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O F = Frequent
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O O = Occasional
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O R = Rare
Ajuga reptans Bugle O
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O L = Locally
Anemone nemorosa Wood Anemone O (P) = Planted
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock F
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O
Ballota nigra Black Horehound R
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass F
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Carex nigra Common Sedge R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Clinopodium vulgare Wild Basil R
Conium maculatum Hemlock R
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard R
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb R
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb O
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree O
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
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Long Wood (South of Road) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Malva moschata Musk-mallow O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip R
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine R
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry R
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn R
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Sagina apetala Annual Pearlwort R
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime R (P?)
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime R
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed R
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
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Long Wood (South of Road) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Ulmus procera English Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet F
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Long Wood (South of Road)

Grid Ref. TF060592

Area (ha.) 6.2

Parish Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The CWS is known as Scopwick Long Wood and covers only the

section of the wood south of the road.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1 & 1b: All semi-natural and re-planted ancient woodland listed in Natural

England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory.  

Comment: The whole of this woodland is listed in Natural England’s Ancient

Woodland Inventory as either ancient & semi-natural (the eastern 2/3) or

ancient re-planted woodland (the western 1/3).

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Anemone nemorosa Hypericum hirsutum Tilia cordata (Planted?)

Cornus sanguinea Prunus avium Viburnum opulus

Euonymus europaeus

Species index

score

Five species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Clinopodium vulgare Odontites vernus

Centaurea nigra Galium verum

Additional

comments

A small but interesting area of woodland.
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Site name Grid reference

Moor Wood T F 0 2 0 5 2 5

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
B. Nicholson

2 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A roughly rectangular block of mainly broadleaved woodland with a few planted conifers. The main canopy
species is ash Fraxinus excelsior, with occasional wych elm Ulmus glabra, pedunculate oak Quercus robur and
sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus. Conifers include larch Larix decidua, Norway spruce Picea abies and Scot’s pine 
Pinus sylvestris. The scattered understorey includes hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, wild privet Ligustrum vulgare
and, in places, spurge laurel Daphne laureola. Oregon grape Mahonia aquifolium is frequent and possibly invasive
some areas. Dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis is dominant in the field layer over large areas, though bramble
Rubus fruticosus agg. and nettle Urtica dioica are also abundant. Other woodland species include cuckoo pint
Arum maculatum, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, sweet violet Viola odorata and, in a couple of locations in
the south, a little bearded couch Elymus caninus.

Several rides run through the wood and serve pheasant feeding hoppers. The rides and the areas around the
hoppers are mainly grassy and mown. They support a few common forbs such as creeping buttercup Ranunculus
repens, self heal Prunella vulgaris and germander speedwell Veronica chamaedrys, whilst tall ruderals including
burdock Arctium minus agg. and nettle grow along their margins. One small glade area in the south of the wood is
being used as a dump.

Some of the boundaries of the wood are marked by now defunct and broken down dry stone walls, whilst the
western edge is marked by a low hawthorn hedge. Fragments of calcareous grassland vegetation occur on the
southern and eastern boundaries, in association with bramble and tall ruderal vegetation. Species noted included
tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum, greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, field scabious Knautia arvensis and
hairy violet Viola hirta.

Fauna noted during the survey included wood pigeon Columba palumbus, chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, blackbird
Turdus merula, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita and mole Talpa europaea (molehills). Ringlet Aphantopus
hyperantus occurred on the wood margins.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Moor Wood 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O F = Frequent
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O R = Rare
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O L = Locally
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O (P) = Planted
Avena fatua Wild-oat O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass O
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel O
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch R
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash D
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell R
Hyacinthoides x massartiana Hybrid Bluebell R
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
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Moor Wood 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Larix decidua European Larch O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy O
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax R
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape F
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury D
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Papaver dubium Long-headed Poppy O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Picea abies Norway Spruce O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes rubrum Red Currant R
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Viola hirta Hairy Violet R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Moor Wood

Grid Ref. TF 020 525

Area (ha.) 7.48

Parish Brauncewell

District N. Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: Fails to meet either woodland or calcareous grassland criteria.

Lack of woodland indicator species also means that it fails under the habitat

mosaic criteria

Species index

score

Three species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of woodland and parkland were present on site.

Elymus caninus Hyacinthoides non-

scripta

Mercurialis perennis

Species index

score

Six species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site

Brachypodium

pinnatum

Galium verum Knautia arvensis

Centaurea scabiosa Hypericum perforatum Viola hirta

Additional

comments

It is possible that a survey earlier in the season could pick up some additional

woodland indicator species, bringing it up to the threshold for Mos1 (Areas of

at least 1.0ha that support a combination of two or more individual habitats,

each with an index score that is no more than three points below the

qualifying threshold), though it is considered unlikely that it would qualify

under woodland criteria alone.

Managed for pheasant rearing. Would benefit from some thinning of the

woodland canopy in places, as well as management of the woodland edges

to maintain the calcareous grassland interest.
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Site name Grid reference
Scopwick Heath Old Quarry T F 0 5 2 5 8 7

Site sub-division Date

0 3 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation A Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This site is an old limestone quarry, although there is only one small exposure of limestone left. Most of the site is
covered in a thick deep cover of grasses–mainly tor grass Brachypodium pinnatum. There is a little elder
Sambucus nigra scrub in the north-eastern corner, associated with a dense ground cover of nettle Urtica dioica and
rosebay willowherb Chamerion angustifolium. This corner is also where some tipping has occurred in the past.

There is no sign that this scrub is encroaching onto the grassland, indeed a large percentage of the elders are
moribund.

In the south-eastern corner there is also a small block of planted trees. These are all native or naturalised species.
They include sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus which is potentially invasive, though no sign of any seedlings were
seen on the main site. Nonetheless, it might be a good idea to cull this particular species, also the single, sickly,
conifer.

The main interest lies in the grassland where species such as rockrose Helianthemum nummularium, harebell
Campanula rotundifolium, burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella saxifraga, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum and knapweed
Centaurea nigra are still present in quantity. Less frequent species include restharrow Ononis repens, glaucous
sedge Carex flacca, carline thistle Carlina vulgaris, thyme Thymus praecox, viper’s bugloss Echium vulgare, and
salad burnet Sanguisorba minor.

A number of the species listed previously were not seen, but that may be because of the late visit. They included:
dropwort Filipendula vulgaris, small scabious Scabiosa columbaria and hairy violet Viola hirta.

The flora also includes a number of more-or-less ubiquitous species that are not particularly characteristic of
limestone grassland.

There are some signs of rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus activity, and there were a few bare patches of soil on some of
the steeper south facing slopes, but there were no obvious signs of the small bryophyte communities which are often
characteristic of such habitats. Butterflies recorded were Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria; Small White Pieris rapae

The site would probably benefit from (preferably) some grazing, or, failing that, some selective mowing with
subsequent removal of the litter. At present the density and vigour of the Tor Grass growth is possibly inhibiting
some of the less competitive species.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops  Earthworks / hummocky ground 
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Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species ?

Bryophytes recorded:
Barbula unguiculata
Brachythecium rutabulum
Ctenidium molluscum
Eurhynchium hians
Fissidens taxifolius
Homalothecium lutescens
Hypnum cupressiforme
Plagiomnium rostratum
Rhynchostegium murale
Weissia brachycarpa var obliqua

Scopwick Heath Old Quarry 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass
Briza media Quaking-grass
Campanula rotundifolia Harebell
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge
Carlina vulgaris Carline Thistle
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conium maculatum Hemlock
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Echium vulgare Viper's-bugloss
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
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Scopwick Heath Old Quarry 03/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Ononis repens Common Restharrow
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Primula veris Cowslip
Prunus avium Wild Cherry
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Sambucus nigra Elder
Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene latifolia White Campion
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion
Sorbus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam
Tilia x europaea Lime
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch
Viola hirta Hairy Violet
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Site Information

Site Name Scopwick Heath Old Quarry

Grid Ref. TF062587

Area (ha.) 1.74

Parish Scopwick

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland with a minimum species index score

of 8.

Species index

score

15 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Centaurea nigra Ononis repens

Briza media Galium verum Pimpinella saxifrage

Campanula rotundifolia Helianthemum

nummularium

Sanguisorba minor

Carex flacca Knautia arvensis Silene vulgaris

Carlina vulgaris Lotus corniculatus Viola hirta

Additional

comments

Although there was little sign of the ‘finer turf’ referred to in the 1996 citation, 

the majority of the species listed were still present.

Scrub invasion does not seem to be a problem, but the aggressive growth of

the Tor Grass community could usefully be curbed, either by some sheep

grazing (if feasible) or selective mowing. Some of the more potentially

invasive trees in the small plantation could also be removed, before they

become a problem.
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Site name Grid reference

Springwell Plantation T F 0 4 4 5 4 7

Site sub-division Date

2 2 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense M Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal A Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An interesting site in that it was basically only examinable from around the edges: the bulk of the site was
inaccessible, on account of the sheer density of the scrub vegetation inside the perimeter fence. Only in a few
places was it possible to penetrate more than a few yards in.

The vegetation was much as described on previous surveys, although there is a lot of buckthorn Rhamnus
catharticus present, which was not mentioned before. At the road end of the site there is a large stand of wych elm
Ulmus glabra which is substantially taller than most of the other woody species. The main focus of attention - the
black poplars Populus nigra were difficult to verify. There is a group at the eastern end of the site, at TF 0450 5471,
but they were completely surrounded by blackthorn scrub, making it impossible to see if there were any trunk bosses
present or not. A second, single, poplar occurs at TF 0444 5473. Its trunk appeared unblemished, so it was
assumed to be one of the other poplar hybrids (default position: x canadensis). A third poplar, at TF 0463 5473 was
actually accessible. It had, at some stage been blown over, but was otherwise growing vigorously. ‘Mini’ bosses on 
some of the trunks appear to confirm that this was the real thing. A ditch which runs parallel to the northern edge
had a variety of more-or-less weedy plants in it which boosted the site totals somewhat. The most interesting plants
in the ditch were tor-grass Brachypodium pinnatum, nodding thistle Carduus nutans and dewberry Rubus caesius.

Butterflies noted included speckled wood Pararge aegeria, peacock Inachis io, meadow brown Maniola jurtina,
common blue Polyommatus icarus, large white Pieris brassicae.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility Low
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Bryophytes Recorded:
Orthotrichum affine
O. diaphanum
Hypnum cupressiforme
Brachythecium rutabulum
Kindbergia praelonga

Springwell Plantation 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Anagallis arvensis Scarlrt Pimpernell
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort
Ballota nigra Black Horehound
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Larix decidua European Larch
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Mahonia aquifolium Oregon-grape
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy
Populus nigra Black-poplar
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette
Reseda luteola Weld
Rhamnus cathartica Buckthorn
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rubus caesius Dewberry
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Sambucus nigra Elder
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Springwell Plantation 22/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene latifolia White Campion
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Viola odorata Sweet Violet
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Site Information

Site Name Springwell Plantation

Grid Ref. TF044547

Area (ha.) 0.84

Parish Ashby-de-la-Launde and Bloxholm

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not meet any of the criteria for designation as a

Local Wildlife Site. Despite being plantation woodland with scrub the site

contains none of the woodland species listed in Table 1 of the Local Wildlife

Sites Guidelines. The presence of native black poplar is noteworthy.

Species index

score

Three species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Centaurea nigra Reseda lutea

Additional

comments

One (and possibly both?) of the Black Poplars noted during the previous

survey (05/05/1982) look as if they have been blown over. However, they are

still alive. Clearing some of the dense scrub around the edges of the site

would make inspection and verification much easier–however, it may also

have a protective role.
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Grid Square TF06
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Site name Grid reference

Blankney Brick Pit T F 0 8 8 6 0 3

Site sub-division Date
0 7 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland A Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A disused brick pit of 4.7 ha, about 2 km east of Blankney village on the south side of a minor road to Walcott. The
east side is bounded by a railway line and the south and west sides by open farmland.

The previous survey in 1978 described it as an ‘Area of clear water, deep pits with sedgey edges. Difficult to
negotiate. Also woodland.’ This suggests that it was fairly open habitat at that time. However, it is now very 
overgrown, with almost complete tree cover, and the pits are shallow and shaded. Access is very difficult because
the boundary is lined with thick bushes and nettles Urtica dioica. For this survey access was made in the north-
east corner and a zigzag course was followed between fallen trees, thick bushes, extensive nettle patches and the
wet pits, eventually emerging on a track on the south side.

A total of 82 plant species were recorded, including a few woodland indicator species, suggesting that at least
some woodland has existed here for some time: lady fern Athyrium filix-femina, hazel Corylus avellana, creeping-
jenny Lysimachia nummularia, primrose Primula vulgaris, common figwort Scrophularia nodosa and guelder rose
Viburnum opulus (with bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta and marsh valerian Valeriana dioica recorded in 1978).
It is likely that there were more water plant species when the habitat was more open; of those remaining the most
notable were tufted sedge Carex elata and the introduced least duckweed Lemna minuta.

Very few animal species were noted, given the nature of the terrain. A few birds were singing: blackcap Sylvia
atricapilla, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, blackbird Turdus merula, robin Erithacus rubecula and wren
Troglodytes troglodytes, and a hobby Falco subbuteo was noted flying over just outside the site. Mosquitoes were
extremely abundant.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires

Invasive species
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Blankney Brick Pit 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple R DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F D = Dominant
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O A = Abundant
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock F F = Frequent
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O O = Occasional
Athyrium filix-femina Lady-fern R R = Rare
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O L = Locally
Caltha palustris Marsh-marigold O (P) = Planted
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed R
Carex elata Tufted-sedge O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Corylus avellana Hazel O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern F
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium uliginosum Fen Bedstraw O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush R
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Lemna minuta Least Duckweed O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort O
Lysimachia nummularia Creeping-Jenny O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
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Blankney Brick Pit 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Mentha aquatica Water Mint F
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not F
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Primula vulgaris Primrose O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ribes nigrum Black Currant R
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress F
Rosa arvensis Field-rose O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Salix alba White Willow O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow F
Salix viminalis Osier R
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Silene latifolia White Campion R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Tamus communis Black Bryony R
Trifolium repens White Clover R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Ulmus procera English Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
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Site Information

Site Name Blankney Brick Pit

Grid Ref. TF088603

Area (ha.) 4.7

Parish Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The boundaries of the SNCI and County Wildlife Sites differ in the north

and south-west, with the SNCI boundary excluding some dwellings in the

north and extending over a slightly larger area in the SE. The survey followed

the SNCI boundary. It is recommended that the proposed Local Wildlife Site

boundary follow that of the existing SNCI, so as to exclude houses/ gardens

and include an additional area of woodland on the western boundary.

Selection

Criteria met

WD4: Wet woodland with a minimum species index score of 6 using Table 1

and 6 using Table 7.

SW2: Other swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum

species index score of 8

Species index

score

Six species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Athyrium filix-femina Lysimachia nummularia Scrophularia nodosa

Corylus avellana Primula vulgaris Viburnum opulus

Species index

score

Six species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of fresh water habitats were present on site.

Carex elata Iris pseudacorus Mentha aquatica

Carex riparia Lythrum salicaria Rorippa nasturtium-

aquatica

Species index

score

Ten species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Caltha palustris Iris pseudacorus Lythrum salicaria

Carex elata Lycopus europaeus Mentha aquatica

Carex otrubae Lysimachia nummularia Myosotis scorpoides

Galium uliginosum
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Additional

comments

Varied secondary woodland and wetland habitats providing a relatively

undisturbed sanctuary area for wildlife.
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Site name Grid reference
Bloxham Lane Woods (Boundary Wood) T F 0 2 2 6 2 6

Site sub-division Date

1 8 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This wood consists of two blocks, separated by Bloxham Lane. A public footpath runs along the northern edge of the
more easterly block. Both blocks show little sign of any active management, although a few fallen larch trees Larix
decidua have been sawn up and left in situ.

Both woods are dominated by sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus although ash Fraxinus excelsior is also very frequent
in places, whilst –over limited areas (see map)–regenerating elm Ulmus procera dominates. A few beech trees
Fagus sylvatica have been planted along the roadside, where there are also a few larch. Some dead birch Betula
pendula trunks were also present in the western block.

The shrub layer is patchy, but consists mainly of elder Sambucus nigra and wild privet Ligustrum vulgare. Hawthorn
Crataegus monogyna occurs more sparsely, being commoner around the edges, where it may have been planted as
hedging (although there are remains of fallen dry-stone walls around some of the edges). Ivy Hedera helix carpets
the floor in places, as well as covering tree trunks.

The ground flora was limited: in places ivy Hedera helix dominated, whilst elsewhere nettle Urtica dioica, ground ivy
Glechoma hederacea and sweet violet Viola odorata were common. Considerable areas were more-or-less devoid
of vegetation, with an extensive covering of litter. Lords and ladies Arum maculatum was occasional. In areas
disturbed by rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculusa a few weedy species such as field forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis and
creeping thistle Cirsium arvense were also present.

The only fern present was male fern Dryopteris filix-mas.

Of the plants previously recorded sanicle Sanicula europaea was only found again in the western block (at
TF0221.6260 and TF0209.6261, whilst no sign was seen of twayblade Listera ovata, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-
scripta or nettle-leaved bellflower Campanula trachelium. However, there are no grounds for assuming that these
plants are no longer present. Some leaves which were probably those of cowslip Primula veris were seen at
TF0236.6252, again in the eastern, rather than western, block. A patch of greater periwinkle Vinca major was
present at TF0229.6248–sufficiently near the road to suggest a garden throwout.

A variety of weedy species occurred round the wood edge.

It would be useful if a more active management regime were in place: selective culling of sycamore would be
desirable. Planting of native species might be useful, though ash seedlings were frequent in places. Encouragement
of the regenerating elm would be desirable too. There appears to be a very high rabbit population: thinning them out
might help more interesting vascular plants survive?

Additional features
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Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Bryophytes recorded:
Amblystegium serpens
Brachythecium rutabulum
Bryum capillare
Bryum laevifilum
Fissidens taxifolius
Hypnum cupressiforme
Kindbergia praelonga
Orthotricun affine
Radula complanata

Bloxham Lane Woods (Boundary Wood) 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Larix decidua European Larch
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia
Phleum pratense Timothy
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
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Bloxham Lane Woods (Boundary Wood) 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Primula veris Cowslip
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Sambucus nigra Elder
Sanicula europaea Sanicle
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Ulmus procera English Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Vinca major Greater Periwinkle
Viola hirta Hairy Violet
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Site Information

Site Name Bloxham Lane Woods (Boundary Wood)

Grid Ref. TF022626

Area (ha.) 3.6ha

Parish Nocton

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site. Not included in Natural England’s Ancient Woodland 

Inventory.

Species index

score

Two species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Elymus caninus Sanicula europaeus

Additional

comments

The following additional species of interest were recorded during the 1978

survey and may still be present;

 Campanula trachelium

 Hyacinthoides non-scripta

 Listera ovata

Two blocks of woodland, lying on either side of Bloxham Lane. Neither

appears to be subject to anything other than minimal management, ie cutting

up of fallen trees. They are basically ash / elm woods, with a few planted

larches and much invasion by sycamore. The ground flora is fairly limited, and

only a few of the plants listed on the description provided were re-found,

though that may be because of the late recording. Thinning and selective

culling of the sycamore could only have a beneficial effect.
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Site name Grid reference
Boothby Graffoe PRV T F 0 0 6 6 0 0
Site sub-division Date
West (TF05), East (TF06) 0 7 0 7 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

The site is a Protected Roadside Verge (715 m long) running along the south side of Heath Lane (B1202) from a
turning to Gray’s Buildings at TF004599 east to TF011602. It was divided into two parts for recording purposes: 
West (TF05) and East (TF06). The verge is about 1 m wide at the eastern end but widens to about 3 m in the
middle, where there is a south-facing bank. It is bounded by crop fields along its entire length, and with a short
length of hawthorn hedge at the western end. Originally a tarmac footpath ran through the middle of the verge but,
at the time of the previous survey (1983), it was noted to be ‘gradually breaking up’; it has now been almost 
entirely colonised by vegetation. The verge had not been mown at the time of the visit but the man who regularly
cuts it stopped as he was driving past and explained that it was due for mowing in a few days from that date –well
before many of the plant species would have set seed. However, the verge had still not been mowed on 10
August.

A total of 113 plant species was recorded including 14 calcareous grassland indicator species: upright brome
Bromopsis erecta, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, greater knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, sheep’s-fescue
Festuca ovina, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum, field scabious Knautia arvensis, fairy flax Linum cartharticum
common bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, spiny restharrow Ononis spinosa, burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella
saxifraga, hoary plantain Plantago media, wild mignonette Reseda lutea, bladder campion Silene vulgaris and
yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens. In addition, small scabious Scabiosa columbaria was recorded in 1983 but
was not found in this survey. The site therefore meets the criteria for habitat CG1.

Very few animal species were noted using the verge itself: meadow browns Maniola jurtina and ringlets
Aphantopus hyperantus were not uncommon and a single silver y moth Autographa gamma was noted. In the
fields rabbits Oryctolagus cuniculus and a brown hare Lepus europaeus were seen. Of the few birds seen, yellow
wagtail Motacilla flava and skylark Alauda arvensis were the most significant.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing ?
Inappropriate management ? Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal ?
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Boothby Graffoe PRV (East) 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer campestre Field Maple R DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell R O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O (P) = Planted
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Atriplex littoralis Grass-leaved Orache F
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache R
Avena fatua Wild-oat R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome A
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Cerastium arvense Field Mouse-ear O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil R
Chenopodium album Fat-hen R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R
Corylus avellana Hazel O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass R
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Erodium cicutarium Common Stork's-bill R
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Festuca ovina Sheep's-fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
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Boothby Graffoe PRV (East) 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious F
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy F
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet R
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Melilotus officinalis Ribbed Melilot R
Ononis spinosa Spiny Restharrow O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear-hawkweed F
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Puccinellia distans Saltmarsh-grass F
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
Reseda luteola Weld F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sedum album White Stonecrop F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Spergularia marina Lesser Sea-spurrey F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
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Boothby Graffoe PRV (East) 07/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard R
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil R
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Urtica urens Small Nettle R
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch R
Viola arvensis Field Pansy O
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Site Information

Site Name Boothby Graffoe PRV

Grid Ref. TF006600-TF010601

Area (m.) 715

Parish Boothby Graffoe / Metheringham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Protected Roadside Verge (PRV)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha. In extent, or linear

areas at least 50m long with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: The eastern section meets the criteria and the western section

just falls short of meeting the minimum species index score by only one

species.

Species index

score

14 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Bromopsis erecta Knautia arvensis Plantago media*

Centaurea nigra Linum catharticum* Reseda lutea

Centaurea scabiosa Lotus corniculatus* Silene vulgaris*

Festuca ovina* Ononis spinosa* Trisetum flavescens

Galium verum Pimpinella saxifrage*

Species marked * were found on the Eastern section only.

Species index

score

9 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation of

neutral grassland were present on site.

Centaurea nigra Leucanthemum vulgare Pimpinella saxifraga

Galium verum Lotus corniculatus* Poa pratensis

Hypochaeris radicata Ononis spinosa* Trisetum flavescens

Additional

comments

Both sections of verge are of conservation value, supporting good quality

calcareous grassland.
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Site name Grid reference
Branston Delph T F 0 7 5 7 0 0
Site sub-division Date

0 8 0 8 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 3 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water M Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A long (3.4 km) straight delph, about 22 m wide, flanked by a bank on each side, and on the outer side of each
bank is a flat area about 18-25 m wide, which in places on the south side was damp or wet, with patches of
sedges. The whole site was 26.2 ha in area. The north side of the site is bounded by a drain, and the south side is
bounded by North Causeway–a metalled road for most of its length. The delph was densely fringed with three
main dominant species: reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, common reed Phragmites australis and reed canary-
grass Phalaris arundinacea. It was difficult to see the water along most of the length of the delph because of the
high vegetation, but it appeared to be shallow and eutrophic, with few submerged and emergent plants. The top of
the northern bank had been mown for about 0.5 km but the remaining section and the whole of the southern bank
was covered with tall grass and nettles Urtica dioica and was very difficult to traverse.

A total of 148 species of plants was recorded, including 18 freshwater indicator species: water-plantain
Alisma plantago-aquatica, lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis, greater pond-sedge Carex riparia, rigid hornwort
Ceratophyllum demersum, reed sweet-grass, mare’s-tail Hippuris vulgaris, yellow iris Iris pseudacorus, ivy-leaved
duckweed Lemna trisulca, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, water mint Mentha aquatica, yellow water-lily
Nuphar lutea, reed canary-grass, common reed, broad-leaved pondweed Potamogeton natans, water dock
Rumex hydrolapathum, grey club-rush Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani, branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum
and bulrush Typha latifolia, thus meeting the criteria for habitat Flo3. The 1977 survey additionally recorded
meadow-rue Thalictrum flavum near the eastern end of the site and also flowering rush Butomus umbellatus. Ten
of the species were indicators of swamp, marsh and fen: wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, brown sedge Carex
disticha, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, yellow iris, yellow loosestrife Lysimachia vulgaris, purple loosestrife,
water mint Mentha aquatica, reed canary-grass, common reed and branched bur-reed, thus meeting the criteria
for habitat Sw2.

Twenty four species of birds were noted on or over the site, the most significant of which was a juvenile quail
Coturnix coturnix, flushed from the long grass about half way along the north bank. Other of particular interest
were grey partridge Perdix perdix (also a juvenile), marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus, linnet Carduelis cannabina ,
reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus, yellow wagtail Motacilla flava, reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus, sedge
warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus, whitethroat Sylvia communis, shelduck Tadorna tadorna and mute swan
Cygnus olor (with cygnets). Ten species of butterflies were seen: peacock Inachis io, red admiral Vanessa
atalanta , comma Polygonia c-album, painted lady Vanessa cardui, meadow brown Maniola jurtina, gatekeeper
Pyronia tithonus, Essex skipper Thymelicus lineola, small skipper Thymelicus sylvestris, large white Pieris
brassicae and green-veined white Pieris napi; in addition, orange tip Anthocharis cardamines and small heath
Coenonympha pamphilus were noted in 1977. Only three species of dragonfly and damselfly (Odonata) were
seen: azure damselfly Coenagrion puella, emerald damselfly Lestes sponsa and brown hawker Aeshna grandis,
but the weather was not very conducive for them to fly. A number of moths were recorded: the yellow satin veneer
Crambus perlella was extremely abundant in the long grass along the northern bank, and a few pale straw Udea
lutealis and one blood-vein Timandra griseata were also noted.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting  Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Branston Delph 08/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F A = Abundant
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain R F = Frequent
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail R O = Occasional
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O R = Rare
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F L = Locally
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O (P) = Planted
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Atriplex patula Common Orache R
Avena fatua Wild-oat O
Ballota nigra Black Horehound R
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Beta vulgaris Cultivated Beet R
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed F
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O
Carduus crispus Welted Thistle R
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle O
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge F
Carex disticha Brown Sedge R
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge F
Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid Hornwort O
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Chenopodium polyspermum Many-seeded Goosefoot R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle A
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
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Branston Delph 08/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Coronopus didymus Lesser Swine-cress O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail O
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch A
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed R
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet A
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory R

Galeopsis speciosa
Large-Flowered-Hemp-
Nettle R

Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill O
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane's-bill R
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass A
Hedera helix Common Ivy R
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Hippuris vulgaris Mare's-tail O
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris R
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce F
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling R
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lepidium draba Hoary Cress R
Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lysimachia vulgaris Yellow Loosestrife O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife F
Malus domestica Apple R
Malva neglecta Dwarf Mallow R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Medicago sativa subsp. sativa Lucerne R
Melilotus altissimus Tall Melilot R



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

442

Branston Delph 08/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Myosoton aquaticum Water Chickweed O
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy R
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet R
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort F
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria F
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass A
Phleum pratense Timothy O
Phragmites australis Common Reed A
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue R
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potamogeton natans Broad-leaved Pondweed R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn R
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup R
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda luteola Weld R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry R
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex hydrolapathum Water Dock F
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Salix alba White Willow R
Salix caprea Goat Willow R
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani Grey Club-rush O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio sylvaticus Heath Groundsel O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene latifolia White Campion R
Sinapis arvensis Charlock O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Solanum tuberosum Potato R
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle F
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle F
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed F
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort R
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
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Branston Delph 08/08/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Tilia x europaea Lime R
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Typha latifolia Bulrush F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell R
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch F
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name Branston Delph

Grid Ref. TF061692 - TF090709

Area (ha.) 21.22

Parish Branston and Mere / Heighington

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

Flo3: Rivers, streams, canals, drains and ditches with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8.

Species index

score

18 species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of fresh water habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Iris pseudacorus Phragmites australis

Carex acutiformis Lemna trisulca Potamogeton natans

Carex riparia Lythrum salicaria Rumex hydrolapathum

Ceratophyllum

demersum

Mentha aquatica Schoenoplectus

tabernaemontani

Glyceria maxima Nuphar lutea Sparganium erectum

Hippuris vulgaris Phalaris arundinacea Typha latifolia

Species index

score

10 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp marsh or fen were present on site.

Angelica sylvestris Lysimachia vulgaris Phalaris arundinacea

Carex disticha Lythrum salicaria Phragmites australis

Filipendula ulmaria Mentha aquatica Sparganium erectum

Iris pseudacorus

Additional

comments

There are also a number of grassland species of interest present at this site

including six of the neutral grassland species listed in Table 2 of the Local

Wildlife Sites Guidelines, some of which are also indicators for flowing water

and/or swamp, marsh or fen (Angelica sylvestris, Alopecurus pratensis, Carex

disticha, Cynosurus cristatus, Filipendula ulmaria and Lathyrus pratensis).
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Site name Grid reference
T F 0 0 7 6 8 0Cliff Farm Footpaths
T F 0 2 4 6 9 0

Site sub-division Date
0 1 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The site comprises the verges of two footpaths–one running from the B1188, just south of Ashfield Cottage Farm
(TF007681) to Washingborough Top Farm, then on through Cliff Farm (TF018689) and east to Branston Road
(length 1.5 km), and the other from Cliff Farm south to TF019683 (length 0.65 km). The first path on the stretch
west from Cliff Farm had narrow verges along a wide track used by tractors; on the south/east side as far as
Washingborough Top Farm the verge was bounded by a hedge (mixed, but predominantly hawthorn), and on the
north/west side the verge was bounded by crop fields and some scattered bushes. The verges had been mown at
the time of the visit –in some places the cut had removed the first few rows of the neighbouring cereal fields, as
well as all tall vegetation on the verges, so there was little left except for low-growing plants. Cliff Farm has some
large trees bordering the path but most of the track to the east was bounded by crop fields–a short unmown
stretch on the south side just above the farm had a wider verge flanking a dry ditch and with a hedge on the
outside. The other path, running south from Cliff Farm had a small stream running along the east side and crop
fields on the west side–the verges had not been mown and were consequently richer in identifiable plant species.

A total of 139 plant species was recorded, including nine calcicolous indicator species: tor-grass Brachypodium
pinnatum, upright brome Bromopsis erecta, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, greater knapweed Centaurea
scabiosa, wild carrot Daucus carota, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum, field scabious Knautia arvensis, bird’s-foot-
trefoil Lotus corniculatus and yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens but, of these, only common knapweed was
frequent; thus the site meets the criteria for habitat CG1. Meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis, meadowsweet
Filipendula ulmaria, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis and smooth meadow-grass Poa pratensis are more
typical of neutral grassland. Other interesting species were Venus’s looking-glass Legousia hybrida (recorded by
the previous survey, and found in some quantity at TF 02275 69045), treacle mustard Erysimum cheiranthoides
and dwarf spurge Euphorbia exigua (neither apparently recorded recently in TF06). The stream had few water
plants but reed canary-grass Phalaris arundinacea, common reed Phragmites australis, water figwort Scrophularia
auriculata and branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum were significant.

Not many animal species were recorded: 15 species of birds included Tree Sparrows Passer montanus nesting in
a barn at Cliff Farm; reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus, yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella, skylark Alauda
arvensis, goldfinch, Carduelis carduelis wren Troglodytes troglodytes and dunnock Prunella modularis singing; a
whitethroat Sylvia communis alarming and six linnets Carduelis cannabina. A dead brown rat Rattus norvegicus
and a dead mole Talpa europaea were the only evidence of mammals. Meadow brown Maniola jurtina and small
tortoiseshell Aglais urticae were fairly common and one brimstone moth Opisthograptis luteolata was noted.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground  Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
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Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Cliff Farm Footpaths 01/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore R D = Dominant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O A = Abundant
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley F F = Frequent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O O = Occasional
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R R = Rare
Alopecurus myosuroides Black-grass O
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail R L = Locally
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell R (P) = Planted
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss R
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome F
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress F
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies R
Atriplex patula Common Orache R
Avena fatua Wild-oat O
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Barbarea vulgaris Winter-cress O
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass O
Brassica rapa Turnip R
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome R
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome R
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle O
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Cerastium arvense Field Mouse-ear R
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Coronopus squamatus Swine-cress R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
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Cliff Farm Footpaths 01/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard R
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Daucus carota Carrot R
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail O
Erysimum cheiranthoides Treacle-mustard R
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony O
Euphorbia exigua Dwarf Spurge R
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge O
Fagus sylvatica Beech R
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory R
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw F
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw R
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill R
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Hordeum vulgare Common Barley R
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling R
Legousia hybrida Venus's-looking-glass R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil R
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed F
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not O
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort R
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank F
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
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Cliff Farm Footpaths 01/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak R
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion F
Sinapis arvensis Charlock O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry R
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis nodosa Knotted Hedge-parsley O
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil R
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover R
Trifolium pratense Red Clover R
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Urtica urens Small Nettle R
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Veronica polita Grey Field-speedwell R
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch R
Viola arvensis Field Pansy F
Viola odorata Sweet Violet R
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Site Information

Site Name Cliff Farm Footpaths

Grid Ref. TF007680 - TF025690 (and TF018689–TF018683)

Area (ha.) 1.4

Parish Washingborough

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear

areas at least 50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

NG1: Semi-natural neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent, or linear areas

at least 50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Species index

score

Nine species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of calcareous grassland were present on site.

Brachypodium pinnatum Centaurea scabiosa Knautia arvensis

Bromopsis erecta Daucus carota Lotus corniculatus

Centaurea nigra Galium verum Trisetum flavescens

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Alopecurus pratensis Galium verum Poa pratensis

Centaurea nigra Lathyrus pratensis Trisetum flavescens

Filipendula ulmaria Lotus corniculatus

Additional

comments

Interesting site of note not just for its calcareous and neutral grassland flora

but also the presence of rare arable weeds such as Venus’s looking glass 

Legousia hybrida.
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Site name Grid reference
Curtois’s Holt T F 0 5 0 6 7 1

Site sub-division Date

1 3 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

CR Stevenson 2 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

The bulk of this site consists of secondary plantation woodland, with sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus as the
dominant component. However there were considerable variations across the site [see attached map]. The main
‘square’ block fell into three sections: 1) an area in the NW corner dominated by sycamore though with some oak 
Quercus robur and ash Fraxinus excelsior, with a bracken dominated field layer, 2) a very dry area in the SW
dominated by sycamore (+ a few other species) in which there was a very limited ground flora, but much leaf litter,
and 3) an area in the NE where ash became much commoner, if not actually dominant, but where there was a richer
field layer, dominated by dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis and, in places, nettle Urtica dioica. Seed pods of
bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta were present in areas 1 and 2.

A long narrow strip of woodland runs across the whole southern boundary; at the western end this forms a
continuation of the ash wood referred to above, though there seemed to be a greater variety of tree species present,
with field maple Acer campestre, holly Ilex aquifolium, spindle Euonymus europaeus, crab apple Malus sylvestris
and wild cherry Prunus avium all present. sycamore was still present in quantity, however. The narrowness of the
strip allows more light in, and the ground flora, though very limited, was slightly more varied. At its eastern end this
strip changed considerably in character and silver birch and oak were dominant, with a ground flora including
sheep’s sorrel Rumex acetosella and climbing corydalis Ceratocapnos claviculata, though the latter was very rare.

The last major element of the site consists of a broad strip running NNW, back towards the road. This was
exceptionally boring, consisting dominantly of semi-mature and sapling sycamore with a deep litter layer and very
few plants in the field layer. Occasional oaks are also present, as are a few coppiced hazel Corylus avellana. At its
northern extremity there was a vigorous growth of bracken, which, with subsidiary bramble Rubus fruticosus agg,
dominated the field layer.

A series of marginal dykes round the whole site were either deeply shaded by overhanging trees and scrub, or
choked with rank growths of great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, nettle etc; if cleared these might support a richer
aquatic vegetation. In places it was clear that water movement was occurring.

The only fauna encountered were: 1) A pair of very agitated buzzards Buteo buteo, circling and calling overhead,
which was suggestive of a nest in the NE corner of the main, square, block; 2) a young hedgehog Erinaceus
europaeus in the main ash wood; 3) a tawny owl Strix aluco, disturbed on entering the end of the western strip.

The site citation refers to the substrate as ‘Boulder Clay’ but the visible substrate appeared to be glacio-fluvial sand
and gravel.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Bryophytes recorded:
Atrichum undulatum
Brachythecium rutabulum
Campylopus introflexus
Ceratodon purpureus
Dicranella heteromalla
Eurhynchium striatum
Fissidens taxifolius
Hypnum cupressiforme
Kindbergia praelonga
Lophocolea bidentata
Mnium hornum
Orthodontium lineare
Plagiomnium undulatum
Plagiothecium curvifolium
Polytrichum formosum
Thamnobryum alopecurum
Thuidium tamariscinum
Ulota bruchii

Curtois's Holt 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Carex remota Remote Sedge
Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Corylus avellana Hazel
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
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Curtois's Holt 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree
Fagus sylvatica Beech
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort
Picea abies Norway Spruce
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine
Populus tremula Aspen
Prunus avium Wild Cherry
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix alba White Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Ulex europaeus Gorse
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
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Site Information

Site Name Curtois’s Holt

Grid Ref. TF050671

Area (ha.) 9

Parish Branston and Mere

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site as it is not of ancient origin and has a species index

score of only seven.

Species index

score

Seven species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex remota Hyacinthoides non-scripta Populus tremula

Corylus avellana Mercurialis perennis Prunus avium

Euonymus europaeus

Additional

comments

A fairly small area of mainly secondary plantation woodland. Access is mainly

fairly open, but the late visit meant some of the plants on the site citation were

probably missed.

It is managed for pheasants, though not very intensively, so better

management for conservation purposes would probably not interfere with this.

The main long term objective should be to try and control the growth of

sycamore, and encourage growth / regeneration of native tree species.

Clearing the dead conifers from the main block and general thinning of other

trees would allow more light to reach the woodland flora and the ground flora.

Similarly, more regular clearing of the marginal (and internal) drains would

probably be beneficial.
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Site name Grid reference
0 3 3 6 0 8

Metheringham Heath Lane T F
0 4 9 6 1 3

Site sub-division Date
West: TF033608-040610
East: TF040610-049613 1 0 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The site comprises both sides of a long stretch (3630 m) of Metheringham Heath Lane (B1202), from the junction
with Bloxholm Lane east to TF05. It is bounded by a hedge along most of the north side of the road, and by a
combination of stretches of hedges, fences and low stone walls on the south side. On the north side the verge is
generally quite narrow (1-2 m) but on the south side it is of variable width (2-4 m). A short stretch at the SW end
and another by a house halfway along the north side had been mown but the rest of the site was unmown (and
was still the same when I passed along there on 24 August), and the grass varied from 1+ m tall to very short
(presumably rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus grazed). The eastern stretch, despite having a larger number of species,
was less interesting than the western stretch for the calcicolous species, and was largely dominated by tall false
oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius. The soil was largely sandy but clearly was of a calcareous nature.

The site was divided into two for recording purposes with the boundary at TF04. A total of 94 species was
recorded along the western stretch and 106 species along the eastern stretch, comprising 126 different species
and including 24 calcareous indicator species: tor-grass Brachypodium pinnatum, quaking-grass Briza media,
upright brome Bromopsis erecta, glaucous sedge Carex flacca, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, greater
knapweed Centaurea scabiosa, dropwort Filipendula vulgaris, lady’s bedstraw Galium verum, common rock-rose
Helianthemum nummularium, perforate St John’s-wort Hypericum perforatum, field scabious Knautia arvensis,
rough hawkbit Leontodon hispidus, bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, common restharrow Ononis repens,
burnet-saxifrage Pimpinella saxifrage, hoary plantain Plantago media, cowslip Primula veris, wild mignonette
Reseda lutea, salad burnet Sanguisorba minor, saw-wort Serratula tinctoria, bladder campion Silene vulgaris, wild
thyme Thymus polytrichus, and yellow oat-grass Trisetum flavescens. In addition, purple milk-vetch Astragalus
danicus was recorded on the previous survey (no date given) and may have been overlooked currently because of
the late survey date. The site thus meets the criteria for habitat CG1.

The survey was carried out in the early evening so few insects were apparent. However, large numbers of
meadow browns Maniola jurtina and ringlets Aphantopus hyperantus were disturbed from the grass, and singles of
large skipper Ochlodes venata and Essex skipper Thymelicus lineola were noted. A couple of tree sparrows
Passer montanus in the hedge at the SW end, and several molehills Talpa europaea were the only other fauna of
note.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage 
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Metheringham Heath Lane (East) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Achillea millefolium Yarrow D DAFOR Scale
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley R D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Anagallis arvensis Scarlrt Pimpernell R O = Occasional
Anchusa arvensis Bugloss R R = Rare
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O L = Locally
Arabis hirsuta Hairy Rock-cress R (P) = Planted
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort R
Armoracia rusticana Horse-radish O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort O
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache F
Avena fatua Wild-oat R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor Grass A
Briza media Quaking-grass F
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome A
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge O
Catapodium rigidum Fern-grass R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed F
Coronopus didymus Lesser Swine-cress R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawk's-beard R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F
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Metheringham Heath Lane (East) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Hedera helix Common Ivy O
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley R
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lamium hybridum Cut-leaved Dead-nettle R
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling F
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil F
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Ononis repens Common Restharrow O
Onopordum acanthium Cotton Thistle R
Papaver dubium Long-headed Poppy R
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Papaver somniferum Opium Poppy R
Pastinaca sativa Wild Parsnip R
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Primula veris Cowslip O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken O
Puccinellia distans Saltmarsh-grass F
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette O
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene latifolia White Campion O
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Metheringham Heath Lane (East) 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Spergularia marina Lesser Sea-spurrey F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey R
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell R
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch F
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O

Metheringham Heath Lane (West) 10/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Score
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F A = Abundant
Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal-grass O F = Frequent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O O = Occasional
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A R = Rare
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache F L = Locally
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor grass A (P) = Planted
Brassica napus Rape R
Briza media Quaking-grass F
Bromopsis erecta Upright Brome A
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed F
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O
Carduus crispus Welted Thistle R
Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge R
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed F
Centaurea scabiosa Greater Knapweed F
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear F
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula vulgaris Dropwort F
Galium aparine Cleavers F
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Metheringham Heath Lane (West) 10/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw F
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane's-bill R
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rock-rose F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort R
Knautia arvensis Field Scabious F
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leontodon hispidus Rough Hawkbit O
Leontodon saxatilis Lesser Hawkbit R
Lepidium draba Hoary Cress O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil F
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick F
Medicago sativa Medick R
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pimpinella saxifraga Burnet-saxifrage F
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Plantago media Hoary Plantain F
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Primula veris Cowslip O
Puccinellia distans Saltmarsh-grass F
Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup O
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Reseda lutea Wild Mignonette F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet F
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Serratula tinctoria Saw-wort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion O
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle O
Spergularia marina Lesser Sea-spurrey F
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Thymus polytrichus Wild Thyme R
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Metheringham Heath Lane (West) 10/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Tragopogon pratensis Goat's-beard O
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil R
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover F
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass F
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch F
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
Viola arvensis Field Pansy R
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Site Information

Site Name Metheringham Heath PRV

Grid Ref. TF033608 - TF049613

Area (ha.) 3630m (both sides)

Parish Metheringham

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Protected Roadside Verge (PRV)

Selection

Criteria met

CG1: Semi-natural calcareous grassland at least 0.1ha. In extent or linear

areas at least 50m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: This site also meets the criteria for NG1 with the whole site

containing five additional species from Table 2 that are not included in Table 3.

The whole site is listed on Natural England’s Grassland Inventory. 

Species index

score

24 species from Table 3 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation of

calcareous grassland were present on site.

Astragalus danicus* Galium verum Plantago media

Brachypodium

pinnatum

Helianthemum

nummularium

Primula veris

Briza media Hypericum perforatum* Reseda lutea

Bromopsis erecta Knautia arvensis Sanguisorba minor

Carex flacca Leontodon hispidus* Serratula tinctoria*

Centaurea nigra Lotus corniculatus Silene vulgaris

Centaurea scabiosa Ononis repens.# Thymus polytrichus*

Filipendula vulgaris Pimpinella saxifrage Trisetum flavescens

Species marked * were found only on the West verge, those with # were only on the East.

Additional

comments

Good quality calcareous grassland of high conservation value.
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Site name Grid reference
Murray Wood & The Belt T F 0 3 9 6 0 2
Site sub-division Date

1 0 0 7 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A wood of 10.6 ha, situated on the east side of Bloxholm Lane, and roughly rectangular in shape with a narrow
part (c. 65 m wide)–The Belt, extending north-eastwards. It is bordered by open farmland to the north, east and
south. A track, which is also a public path, runs along the northern edge of the wood and through The Belt, and
provides the only easy access within the site. Along the sides of the track there is thick scrub and dense grass,
and in the main wood it is very overgrown, mainly with nettles Urtica dioica and brambles Rubus fruticosus agg.,
and very difficult to traverse.

The wood is dominated by sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and ash Fraxinus excelsior, with smaller numbers of
beech Fagus sylvatica, pedunculate oak Quercus robur and wych elm Ulmus glabra. Some larch Larix decidua
and pine Pinus spp. trees were clearly planted and a large small-leaved lime Tilia cordata was probably also.

A total of 89 plant species were recorded. This included five woodland indicator species: hazel Corylus avellana,
bearded couch Elymus caninus, dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, wild cherry Prunus avium and common
figwort Scrophularia nodosa (Ramson’s Allium ursinum and bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta were additionally
reported in 1978). Other notable species were common gromwell Lithospermum officinale (local and apparently
decreasing in Lincolnshire) and spurge laurel Daphne laureola in some quantity near the west end of the track.

Few birds were noted but included bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula and spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata, and
singing song thrush Turdus pilomelos and blackcap Sylvia atricapilla. Along the track a few meadow browns
Maniola jurtina and ringlets Aphantopus hyperantus were noted.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

466

Murray Wood and the Belt 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore A DAFOR Scale
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut O D = Dominant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O F = Frequent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O L = Locally
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F (P) = Planted
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort R
Ballota nigra Black Horehound O
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass F
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O
Campanula rapunculoides Creeping Bellflower O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chaerophyllum temulum Rough Chervil O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane R
Corylus avellana Hazel R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel F
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Larix decidua European Larch O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet F
Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell R
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury A
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia O
Pentaglottis sempervirens Green Alkanet R
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Murray Wood and the Belt 10/07/2008

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail O
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rubus caesius Dewberry F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rubus idaeus Rasberry O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Salix cinerea Grey Willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle R
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O
Sorbus intermedia Swedish Whitebeam O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Tamus communis Black Bryony R
Taxus baccata Yew O
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime R
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell R
Viola odorata Sweet Violet F
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Site Information

Site Name Murray Wood & The Belt

Grid Ref. TF039602

Area (ha.) 12

Parish Blankney

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site.The wood is not listed in Natural England’s Ancient 

Woodland Inventory.

Species index

score

Five species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Corylus avellana Mercurialis perennis Scrophularia nodosa

Elymus caninus Prunus avium

Additional

comments

The following additional woodland indicators were recorded by the 1978 and

may still be present

 Allium ursinum

 Hyacinthoides non-scripta.

This site currently also supports a few other species of interest including

common gromwell Lithospermum officinale and spurge laurel Daphne

laureola.
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Site name Grid reference

Neville Wood T F 0 6 9 6 5 7

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 2 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A wood of 7.9 ha, situated on the north side of Nocton Fen Lane, bounded by open farmland and a drain on the
north side, by open farmland on the west side, by a fairly recently planted wood on the east side, and by open
farmland and Top Barff Wood on the south side. Most of the wood has dense undergrowth and is difficult to
access–a track leads into the wood from TF 070 656 but becomes overgrown after a short distance. In the
western part is an area of beech Fagus sylvatica with sparse undergrowth. A small stream runs through part of the
wood but was dry at the time of the survey. The drain on the north side runs along a deep ditch and had a small
flow of water at the time of the survey. An area on the north side has recently been replanted with native trees,
including silver birch Betula pendula, hawthorn Crataegus mongyna, wild cherry Prunus avium, rowan Sorbus
aucuparia and small-leaved lime Tilia cordata–this area was almost entirely covered in tall bracken Pteridium
aquilinum.A total of 107 plant species was recorded, including 16 woodland indicator species: nettle-leaved
bellflower Campanula trachelium, remote sedge Carex remota, hazel Corylus avellana, scaly male-fern Dryopteris
affinis, bearded couch Elymus caninus, woodruff Galium odoratum, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, yellow
pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum, dog’s mercuryMercurialis perennis, wood millet Milium effusum, wood sorrel
Oxalis acetosella, wild cherry Prunus avium, sanicle Sanicula europaea, common figwort Scrophularia nodosa,
greater stitchwort Stellaria holostea and small-leaved lime Tilia cordata, thus meeting the criteria for habitat WD3.
Also noteworthy was creeping forget-me-not Myosotis secunda, found on the track into the wood.The birds
recorded included marsh tit Poecile palustris, bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, buzzard Buteo buteo, goldcrest Regulus
regulus, green woodpecker Picus viridis, great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major, blackcap Sylvia
atricapilla, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita and jay Garrulus glandarius. Due to heavy rain during the survey few
insects were seen and the only species identified was the mother-of-pearl moth Pleuroptya ruralis.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species
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Neville Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple O DAFOR Scale
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore A D = Dominant
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley R A = Abundant
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent O F = Frequent
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O O = Occasional
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard R R = Rare
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome R
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O L = Locally
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress R (P) = Planted
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock F
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies R
Betula pendula Silver Birch F
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass R
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome F
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome O
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower R
Carex remota Remote Sedge F
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Ceratocapnos claviculata Climbing Corydalis R
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Chenopodium album Fat-hen R
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot O
Dryopteris affinis Scaly Male-fern R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elymus caninus Bearded Couch O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb R

Epilobium tetragonum
Square-stemmed
Willowherb O

Fagus sylvatica Beech F
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galeopsis tetrahit Common Hemp-nettle O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium odoratum Woodruff R
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill R
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass O
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Neville Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley R
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell F
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Juncus effusus Soft-rush O
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle F
Lysimachia nemorum Yellow Pimpernel R
Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed O
Matricaria recutita Scented Mayweed R
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury A
Milium effusum Wood Millet F
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not F
Myosotis secunda Creeping Forget-me-not R
Oxalis acetosella Wood-sorrel F
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper F
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Pinus nigra Austrian Pine R
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken A
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa canina Dog Rose R
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Salix fragilis Crack-willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Sanicula europaea Sanicle R
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene dioica Red Campion O
Silene x hampeana Red Campion R
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort O
Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort O
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort O
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Neville Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion R
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell R
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell O
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Neville Wood

Grid Ref. TF070658

Area (ha.) 7.9

Parish Potterhanworth

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

WD1b: All plantations on ancient woodland sites listed in Natural England’s 

Ancient Woodland Inventory

WD3: Woodland not covered by other criteria with a minimum species index

score of 10

Comment:The whole of this site is included on Natural England’s Ancient 

Woodland Inventory as Ancient Replanted Woodland. It forms a continuous

unit with the adjacent woodlands of Top Barff and Batton Barf (both listed as

ancient and semi-natural woodland).

Species index

score

16 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodland and parkland were recorded

Campanula

trachelium

Hyacinthoides non-

scripta

Prunus avium

Carex remota Lysimachia nemorum Sanicula europaea

Corylus avellana Mercurialis perennis Scrophularia nodosa

Dryopteris affinis Milium effusum Stellaria holostea

Elymus caninus Oxalis acetosella Tilia cordata

Galium odoratum

Additional

comments

A small wood with a rich flora indicative of ancient woodland. Would benefit

from management to thin the undergrowth.
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Site name Grid reference

Nocton Delph T F 1 0 6 6 5 2

Site sub-division Date

3 0 0 7 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 4 hrs 00 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water M Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A long delph, running 4674 m in a north-easterly direction from Nocton Wood to the River Witham. It widens from
about 7 m at the south-west end to 29 m at the north-east end and is bordered by banks around 3 m in height,
which mainly slope gently down to the water, although in some places erosion has steepened the incline. Outside
each bank is a flat grassy area and these are bounded by a fence and a drain –the Dunston Bankside Drain on
the south side and the Nocton Bankside Drain to the north. The width between the two fences is about 110 m,
although it is somewhat narrower at the west end. The delph is quite shallow, especially at the south-western end,
where two pumps were pushing water onto the nearby fields at the time of the survey. The water is quite clear,
although there is quite a lot of algae in places and the number of both emergent species and flowering plants
along the edges is quite small. The banks are heavily grazed by sheep, although less so at the north-eastern end.
The flat areas outside the banks are less grazed and in places were extensively covered with various dominant
species: rushes of several species, common bent Agrostis capillaris, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, tufted hair-
grass Deschampsia cespitosa, field horsetail Equisetum arvense, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus, wall barley
Hordeum murinum and perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne. Most of the site is open habitat with no bushes, but at
the north-eastern end the delph and outer drain are partly lined with sallow Salix spp. bushes, some of which are
quite substantial.

A total of 109 plant species were recorded from the main habitat areas. From the fresh water areas 20 indicator
species were recorded: water-starwort Callitriche stagnalis, lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis, greater pond-
sedge Carex riparia, a stonewort Chara vulgaris, common spike-rush Eleocharis palustris, floating sweet-grass
Glyceria fluitans, reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, yellow iris Iris pseudacorus, purple loosestrife Lythrum
salicaria, water mint Mentha aquatica, yellow water-lily Nuphar lutea, common reed Phragmites australis, fennel-
leaved pondweed Potamogeton pectinatus, water-crowfoot Ranunculus sp (probably common Ranunculus
aquatilis), water-cress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum, grey club-rush Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani, branched
bur-reed Sparganium erectum, blue water-speedwell Veronica anagallis-aquatica, pink water-speedwell Veronica
catenata and brooklime Veronica beccabunga. It thus meets the criteria for habitat type Flo3.

Given that there are extensive marshy areas alongside the delph, particularly along the north-eastern stretch, and
also alongside the outer drains, it is significant that 11 indicators of swamp, marsh or fen were recorded (some of
which are the same as the freshwater species): fool’s-water-cress Apium nodiflorum, cuckoo-flower Cardamine
pratensis, common spike-rush , meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, yellow iris , blunt-flowered rush Juncus
subnodulosus, purple loosestrife, water mint, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, common reed and
branched bur-reed. This meets the criteria for habitat Sw2.

The grassland, although heavily grazed, nevertheless has a good variety of species, including 8 neutral grassland
indicators: marsh foxtail Alopecurus geniculatus, meadow foxtail Alopecurus pratensis, cuckoo-flower , crested
dog’s-tail Cynosurus cristatus, meadowsweet , meadow barley Hordeum secalinum, cat’s-ear Hypochaeris
radicata and jointed rush Juncus articulatus, thus meeting the criteria for habitat NG1.
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A number of bird species were recorded on or over the site: grey heron Ardea cinerea, little egret Egretta garzetta
(1), mallard Anas platyrhynchos (20), mute swan Cygnus olor, marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus (1), kestrel Falco
tinnunculus, red-legged partridge Alectoris rufa, pheasant Phasianus colchicus, moorhen Gallinula chloropus, coot
Fulica atra, lapwing Vanellus vanellus, common gull Larus canus, wood pigeon Columba palumbus, swift Apus
apus, kingfisher Alcedo atthis (1), green woodpecker Picus viridis, great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major,
skylark Alauda arvensis, pied wagtail Motacilla alba, yellow wagtail Motacilla flava (10), meadow pipit Anthus
pratensis, swallow Hirundo rustica, house martin Delichon urbicum, blackbird Turdus merula, reed warbler
Acrocephalus scirpaceus (singing), chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus, wren
Troglodytes troglodytes (singing), starling Sturnus vulgaris, carrion crow Corvus corone, chaffinch Fringilla
coelebs, greenfinch Carduelis chloris, linnet Carduelis cannabina, reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus (singing)
and yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella (singing).

Several small frogs Rana temporaria and toads Bufo bufo were noted, and one small pike Esox lucius was the
only fish identified. A good variety of insects were seen, including eight species of butterfly: meadow brown
Maniola jurtina, speckled wood Pararge aegeria, peacock Inachis io (at least 100 on thistles), small tortoiseshell
Aglais urticae, comma Polygonia c-album (1), Essex skipper Thymelicus lineola, large white Pieris brassicae and
green-veined white Pieris napi; nine dragonfly and damselfly (Odonata): banded demoiselle Calopteryx splendens,
azure damselfly Coenagrion puella, common blue damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum, blue-tailed damselfly
Ischnura elegans, emperor dragonfly Anax imperator, southern hawker Aeshna cyanea, brown hawker Aeshna
grandis, common darter Sympetrum striolatum and ruddy darter Sympetrum sanguineum; several moths: silver y
Autographa gamma, pale straw Udea lutealis and garden grass-veneer Chrysoteuchia culmella; meadow
grasshopper Chorthippus parallelus; and two horseflies (the twin-lobed deerfly Chrysops relictus and the notch-
horned cleg Haematopota pluvialis).

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills  Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep  Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Nocton Delph 30/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent A D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F A = Abundant
Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail O F = Frequent
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail O O = Occasional
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O R = Rare
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F L = Locally
Bellis perennis Daisy O (P) = Planted
Bromus hordeaceus Soft-brome O
Bryonia dioica White Bryony R
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort O
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed R
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
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Nocton Delph 30/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Cardamine pratensis Cuckooflower F
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle F
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge F
Carex hirta Hairy Sedge O
Carex riparia Greater Pond-sedge F
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Chara vulgaria Stonewort R
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle A
Conium maculatum Hemlock R
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Coronopus didymus Lesser Swine-cress R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass A
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Eleocharis palustris Common Spike-rush R
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O

Epilobium tetragonum
Square-stemmed
Willowherb R

Epilobium x brevipilum Epilobium x brevipilum R
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail A
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash R
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Glyceria fluitans Floating Sweet-grass R
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass A
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog A
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley A
Hordeum secalinum Meadow Barley F
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O
Juncus bufonius Toad Rush O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush A
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush F
Juncus subnodulosus Blunt-flowered Rush O
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet R
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass A
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife R
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not F
Myosotis secunda Creeping Forget-me-not O
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily O
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Nocton Delph 30/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Nymphaea alba White Water-lily R
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Persicaria lapathifolia Pale Persicaria R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass R
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potamogeton pectinatus Fennel Pondweed O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Ranunculus aquatilis Common Water-crowfoot O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup O
Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum Water-cress O
Rosa canina Dog Rose R
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex acetosa Sorrel R
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel A
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Salix viminalis Osier R
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Schoenoplectus
tabernaemontani Grey Club-rush O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort R
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle R
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed O
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium repens White Clover O
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica anagallis-
aquatica Blue Water-Speedwell F
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime O
Veronica catenata Pink Water-Speedwell F
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Site Information

Site Name Nocton Delph

Grid Ref. TF085643 - TF127664

Area (ha.) 48.33

Parish Nocton/Dunston

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

Flo3: Rivers, Streams, canals, drains and ditches with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Sw2. Other swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum

species index score of 8.

NG1: Semi-natural; neutral grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent or linear areas

at least 50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Species index

score

20 species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Callitriche stagnalis Iris pseudacorus Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum

Carex acutiformis Lythrum salicaria Schoenoplectus

tabernaemontani

Carex riparia Mentha aquatica Sparganium erectum

Chara vulgaris Nuphar lutea Veronica anagallis-

aquatica

Eleocharis palustris Phragmites australis Veronica beccabunga

Glyceria fluitans Potamogeton pectinatus Veronica catenata

Glyceria maxima Ranunculus aquatilis

Species index

score

11 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp, marsh or fen were recorded

Apium nodiflorum, Iris pseudacorus Myosotis scorpioides

Cardamine pratensis Juncus subnodulosus Phragmites australis

Eleocharis palustris Lythrum salicaria Sparganium erectum

Filipendula ulmaria Mentha aquatica

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral and calcareous grasslands
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Alopecurus geniculatus Cynosurus cristatus Hypochaeris radicata

Alopecurus pratensis Filipendula ulmaria Juncus articulatus

Cardamine pratensis Hordeum secalinum



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

482



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

483

Site name Grid reference

Nocton Wood T F 0 8 5 6 3 8

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

Tim Inskipp 4 hrs 20 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A large and diverse wood (101.5 ha) bounded on all sides by open farmland. It varies from open birch/oak
woodland in the north to more dense ash/oak in the south. There are small areas of planted conifers and scattered
non-native deciduous trees, some very large. In some areas rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum is becoming
dominant and bracken Pteridium aquilinum is common in some more open areas. There is a network of wide rides
through the wood, with drainage ditches along each side or, in the case of the westernmost ride, a ditch in the
middle and seasonally wet areas on each side. In addition, the wood is completely surrounded by a network of
drains and two drains run through the middle of the wood. The rides have a rich variety of flowering plants, and
large numbers of butterflies and other insects were apparent at the time of the survey. Away from the rides the
undergrowth is dense and those areas are difficult to access, especially in the south part of the wood. An old
gravel pit near the east edge is quite shallow and surrounded by overhanging trees but has a few emergent plants
and good numbers of dragonflies and damselflies.

A total of 200 plant species were recorded from the woodland, wetland and grassland areas. From the woodland
28 indicator species were recorded: lesser pond-sedge Carex acutiformis, remote sedge Carex remota, wood-
sedge Carex sylvatica, dogwood Cornus sanguinea, hazel Corylus avellana, narrow buckler-fern Dryopteris
carthusiana, spindle Euonymus europaeus, hemp-agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum, wild strawberry Fragaria
vesca, water avens Geum rivale, hop Humulus lupulus, bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta, hairy St John’s-wort
Hypericum hirsutum, square-stalked St John’s-wort Hypericum tetrapterum, ragged-robin Lychnis flos-cuculi,
yellow pimpernel Lysimachia nemorum, dog’s mercuryMercurialis perennis, wood millet Milium effusum, barren
strawberry Potentilla sterilis, primrose Primula vulgaris, common figwort Scrophularia nodosa, common valerian
Valeriana officinalis, wood speedwell Veronica montana, heath speedwell Veronica officinalis (and, in addition, the
1978 survey recorded moschatel Adoxa moschatellina, wood anemone Anemone nemorosa, wood horsetail
Equisetum sylvaticum and yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon). Thus the site meets the criteria for habitat
WD3.

The wet areas, including the edges of the pit and the ditches by the rides, had a rich flora with 17 indicator species
for swamp, marsh or fen: angelica, fool’s water-cress Apium nodiflorum, brown sedge Carex disticha, false fox-
sedge Carex otrubae, hemp-agrimony, meadowsweet Filipendula ulmaria, water avens, square-stalked St John’s-
wort, yellow iris Iris pseudacorus, sharp-flowered rush Juncus acutiflorus, ragged-robin, yellow pimpernel, purple
loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, water mint Mentha aquatica, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, water figwort
Scrophularia auriculataand devil’s-bit scabious Succisa pratensis, thus meeting the criteria for habitat Sw2.

The wide rides have many grassland species, including 14 indicators of neutral grassland: meadow foxtail
Alopecurus pratensis, angelica Angelica sylvestris, common knapweed Centaurea nigra, crested dog’s-tail
Cynosurus cristatus, meadowsweet, lady’s bedstrawGalium verum, water avens, cat’s-ear Hypochaeris radicata,
jointed rush Juncus articulatus, meadow vetchling Lathyrus pratensis, bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus corniculatus, greater
bird’s-foot-trefoil Lotus pedunculatus, ragged robin and devil’s-bit scabious, thus meeting the criteria for habitat
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NG1.

Indian muntjac Muntiacus reevesi were widespread, and grey squirrel Sciurus carolinensis and rabbit Oryctolagus
cuniculus were fairly common. Eighteen bird species were recorded, including buzzard Buteo buteo, two recently
fledged sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus, kingfisher Alcedo atthis, great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major,
green woodpecker Picus viridis, chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita, goldcrest Regulus regulus, linnet Carduelis
cannabina, bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula, and about 30 very shy common peafowl Pavo cristatus, which were
presumed breeding ferally in a wood of this size. One grass snake Natrix natrix was seen and both frogs Rana
temporaria and toads Bufo bufo were noted. Insects were very conspicuous, with 15 species of butterflies: small
white Pieris rapae , green-veined white Pieris napi, large white Pieris brassicae, brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni ,
gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus, meadow brown Maniola jurtina, speckled wood
Pararge aegeria, small copper Lycaena phlaeas, brown argus Aricia agestis, holly blue Celastrina argiolus, Essex
skipper Thymelicus lineola, peacock Inachis io, comma Polygonia c-album and white admiral Limenitis camilla; 7
species of dragonfly and damselfly (Odonata): blue-tailed damselfly Ischnura elegans, azure damselfly
Coenagrion puella, common blue damselfly Enallagma cyathigerum , common darter Sympetrum striolatum ,
ruddy darter Sympetrum sanguineum, southern hawker Aeshna cyanea and migrant hawker Aeshna mixta.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources  Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits  Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Both Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland)  Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Nocton Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple F DAFOR Scale
Acer platanoides Norway Maple R D = Dominant
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore F A = Abundant
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O F = Frequent
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder R O = Occasional
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut R R = Rare
Agrostis capillaris Common Bent F
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent O L = Locally
Ajuga reptans Bugle O (P) = Planted
Alnus glutinosa Alder F
Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail R
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica O
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O
Apium nodiflorum Fool's-water-cress R
Arctium lappa Greater Burdock O
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock F
Arenaria serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Sandwort O
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F
Bellis perennis Daisy O
Betula pendula Silver Birch F
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass O
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Nocton Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome F
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome O
Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed O
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort R
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed R
Campanula trachelium Nettle-leaved Bellflower F
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb O
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge F
Carex disticha Brown Sedge O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Carex pallescens Pale sedge R
Carex remota Remote Sedge F
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge F
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed O
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury O
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear R
Ceratophyllum demersum Rigid Hornwort O
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress O
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade F
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed R
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood O
Corylus avellana Hazel F
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Cynosurus cristatus Crested Dog's-tail O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove O
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel R
Dryopteris carthusiana Narrow Buckler-fern R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb O
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb R
Epilobium tetragonum Square-stemmed Willowherb F
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail F
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree R
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash F
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw O
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O
Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw R
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Nocton Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium pusillum Small-flowered Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Geum rivale Water Avens O
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass O
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed R
Hedera helix Common Ivy F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass O
Humulus lupulus Hop O
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell O
Hypericum hirsutum Hairy St John's-wort O
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John's-wort O
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort O
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus acutiflorus Sharp-flowered Rush O
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush O
Juncus bufonius Toad Rush R
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush O
Juncus effusus Soft-rush F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Laburnum anagyroides Laburnum R
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle R
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Larix decidua European Larch O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil R
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil F
Luzula multiflora Heath Wood-rush O
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged-Robin R
Lysimachia nemorum Yellow Pimpernel O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife F
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Malva moschata Musk-mallow O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha aquatica Water Mint F
Mentha arvensis Corn Mint O
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury A
Milium effusum Wood Millet F
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not F
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not R
Odontites vernus Red Bartsia F
Persicaria hydropiper Water-pepper R
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
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Nocton Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain F
Plantago major Greater Plantain F
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass F
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
P. x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar R
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla erecta Tormentil R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Potentilla sterilis Barren Strawberry O
Primula vulgaris Primrose O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal F
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken F
Quercus cerris Turkey Oak R
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron F
Ribes sanguineum Flowering Currant R
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus caesius Dewberry O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rubus idaeus Rasberry R
Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel R
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Salix caprea Goat Willow F
Salix cinerea Grey Willow F
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort R
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort O
Sedum telephium Orpine R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel R
Silene dioica Red Campion F
Silene x hampeana Pink Campion R
Silene latifolia White Campion R
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Stellaria uliginosa Bog Stitchwort O
Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious O
Symphytum x uplandicum Russian Comfrey R
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taxus baccata Yew R
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage O
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime O
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil R
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover F
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Nocton Wood 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed R
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot R
Typha latifolia Bulrush O
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Ulmus procera English Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
Valeriana officinalis Common Valerian F
Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell O
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Veronica montana Wood Speedwell R
Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell R
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell O
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell O
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose O
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
Vulpia bromoides Squirreltail Fescue R
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Site Information

Site Name Nocton Wood

Grid Ref. TF085638

Area (ha.) 102.43

Parish Nocton

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ slightly in the north, with the

SNCI encompassing an additional area of woodland that includes a pond.

The survey followed the SNCI boundary. It is recommended that the

boundary of the proposed Local Wildlife Site follow that of the existing SNCI

so as to incorporate the additional woodland and pond habitat.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1: All semi-natural and replanted ancient woodland listed in Natural

England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory. 

WD1b:All plantations on ancient woodland sites listed in Natural England’s 

Ancient Woodland Inventory

WD3: Woodland not covered by other criteria but with a minimum species

index score of 10

SW2: Other swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum

species index score of 8

NG1.: Semi-natural grassland at least 0.1 ha in extent or linear areas at least

50 m long, with a minimum species index score of 8

Comment: The majority of this site (73.69 ha.) is listed as ancient semi-

natural woodland although there are also several smaller areas of Ancient

Replanted Woodland. Wetland vegetation occurs primarily along and within

ditches. Grassland occurs primarily along woodland rides.

Species index

score

28 species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Campanula trachelium Eupatorium cannabinum Mercurialis perennis

Carex acutiformis Fragaria vesca Milium effusum

Carex pallescens Geum rivale Potentilla sterilis

Carex remota Humulus lupulus Primula vulgaris

Carex sylvatica Hyacinthoides non-scripta Scrophularia nodosa

Convallaria majalis Hypericum hirsutum Valeriana officinalis

Cornus sanguinea Hypericum tetrapterum Veronica montana
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Corylus avellana Lychnis flos-cuculi Veronica officinalis

Dryopteris carthusiana Lysimachia nemorum Viburnum opulus

Euonymus europaeus

Species index

score

17 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of swamp, marsh or fen were recorded

Angelica sylvestris Geum rivale Lythrum salicaria

Apium nodiflorum Hypericum tatrapterum Mentha aquatica

Carex disticha Iris pseudacorus Myosotis scorpioides

Carex otrubae Juncus acutiflorus Scrophularia auriculata

Eupatorium cannabimum Lychnis flos-cuculi Succisa pratensis

Filipendula ulmaria Lysimachia nemorum

Species index

score

14 species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral and calcareous grassland were recorded

Alopecurus pratensis Galium verum Lotus corniculatus

Angelica sylvestris Geum rivale Lotus pedunculatus

Centaurea nigra Hypochaeris radicata Lychnis flos-cuculi

Cynosurus cristatus Juncus articulatus Succisa pratensis

Filipendula ulmaria Lathyrus pratensis

Additional

comments

A large and diverse wood of significant conservation interest.



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

491



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

492

Site name Grid reference
Oak Holt T F 0 4 5 6 9 3

Site sub-division Date
Grassland 3 0 1 0 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, T. Simpson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
This area of damp neutral grassland is dominated by creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera, cock’s-foot Dactylis
glomerata, common couch Elytrigia repens, Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus and perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne.
Italian ryegrass Lolium multiflorum and yellow oat grass Trisetum flavescens are more local.

Occasional forbs of interest include musk thistle Carduus nutans, hemlock Conium maculatum, selfheal Prunella
vulgaris, procumbent pearlwort Sagina procumbens and lesser trefoil Trifolium dubium. Various common arable
weeds such as bugloss Anchusa arvensis, field poppy Papaver rhoeas and field pansy Viola arvense are
occasional on the site. Yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp. montanum is present in one patch on the
southern edge, on the woodland border.

The margins of the two small ponds on the site support jointed rush Juncus articulatus, compact rush Juncus
conglomeratus, soft rush Juncus effusus, bulrush Typha latifolia, yellow flag Iris pseudacorus, square-stalked St.
John’s wort Hypericum tetrapterum and brooklime Veronica beccabunga.

A few small trees are present to the west of the ponds these include mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia, white poplar
Populus alba and goat willow Salix caprea. Gorse Ulex europaeus and bracken Pteridium aquilinum are present
on the eastern border.

Orange-peel fungus Aleuria aurantia was recorded at the edge of the track, near the building on the site.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Oak Holt - Grassland 30/10/08
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder LF DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent LD D = Dominant
Anagallis arvensis Scarlet Pimpernell O A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O F = Frequent
Beta vulgaris Beet R O = Occasional
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle R R = Rare
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O L = Locally
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle O (P) = Planted
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot A
Elytrigia repens Common Couch A
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy F
Gnaphalium uliginosum Marsh Cudweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog A
Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stalked St John's-wort LA
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris LF
Juncus articulatus Jointed Rush LF
Juncus bufonius agg. Rush LF
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush LF
Juncus effusus Soft-rush LF
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp. montanum Yellow Archangel R
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lolium multiflorum Italian Rye-grass F
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
Populus alba White Poplar LF
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal R
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken LF
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble LF
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sagina procumbens Procumbent Pearlwort O
Salix caprea Goat Willow LF
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Silene latifolia White Campion O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan LF
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil O
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed O
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass LD
Typha latifolia Bulrush LF
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Oak Holt - Grassland 30/10/08
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell O
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime LA
Viola arvensis Field Pansy O
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Site name Grid reference
Oak Holt T F 0 4 6 6 9 4

Site sub-division Date
Woodland 1 8 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 15 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This site consists of two separate units of woodland. The more northerly is long and narrow, whilst the southerly is
more nearly square. Tracks lead through both, in the northern wood leading up to a cabin, in the southerly to a horse
enclosure. The northernmost unit has been planted up (in places) with several non-native species; the southernmost
is completely unmanaged.

The northern strip has a ditch running along its southern boundary, but this was very overgrown and choked with tall
ruderals and grasses. However, a few grey willow Salix cinerea and species such as soft rush Juncus effusus, great
willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, water figwort Scrophularia auriculata and woody nightshade Solanum dulcamara
were also present. The northern wood itself consists mainly of sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus, with some ash
Fraxinus excelsior and wych elm Ulmus glabra as (probably) self seeded components, apart from shrubs such as
hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra. More obviously planted components included a large
grove of poplars Populus x canadensis?, and several horse chestnuts Aesculus hippocastanum; however, recent
planting has obviously occurred, and whilst some native species, such as oak Quercus robur and hazel Corylus
avellana are being grown, there are also a number of Lawson’s cypress (?)Chamaecyparis lawsoniana, holly
cultivars Ilex aquifolium vars, a rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum? and even a solitary eucalypt!

The ground flora near the road is fairly dense, consisting of bracken Pteridium aquifolium and bramble Rubus
fruticosus agg but further in it becomes much more open in character. Earthy areas are covered by the moss Mnium
hornum, and plants such as common dog violet Viola riviniana, foxglove Digitalis purpurea, three-nerved sandwort
Moehringia trinervia, wood avens Geum urbanum and ground ivy Glechoma hederacea are all frequent. On the path
up to the cabin a number of common weed species also occur. The most interesting plant found was a patch of lily-
of-the-valley Convallaria majalis though it may well have been planted (TF0457.6943).

The southern block was, except along the tracks, very difficult of access as the ground layer was dominated by tall
bracken Pteridium aquilinum and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. Virtually nothing grew under this. The tree layer
was dominated by silver birch Betula pendula and oak Quercus robur, with some coppiced hazel Corylus avellana
and blackthorn Prunus spinosa present along the margins. There were a few planted horse chestnut Aesculus
hippocastanum, and, in places, sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus were frequent. A single specimen of small-leaved
lime Tilia cordata occurred on the edge of the wood, at TF047.692, and there was a single guelder-rose Viburnum
opulus.

Round the edges, and on the paths, a more varied ground flora was able to develop, though it contained no species
of any importance. common ragwort Senecio jacobaea, herb robert Geranium robertianum, ground ivy Glechoma
hederacea, white campion Silene latifolia and white dead nettle Lamium album was about as exciting as it got.
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 
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Oak Holt - Woodland 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress
Convallaria majalis Lily-of-the-valley
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Juncus effusus Soft-rush
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Populus x canadensis Hybrid Black-poplar
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rhododendron ponticum Rhododendron
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene latifolia White Campion
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
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Oak Holt - Woodland 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose
Viola hirta Hairy Violet
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet
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Site Information

Site Name Oak Holt

(Sub-divisions 1 (woodland) and 2 (grassland))

Grid Ref. TF046694

Area (ha.) 6

Parish Heighington

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

Note: This site is not synonymous with the Oak Holt County Wildlife Site that

is listed in the Local Plan. That site is located in Blankney parish (grid ref.

TF097616) and is to be surveyed in 2009.

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a Local Wildlife Site. It is not included in Natural England’s Ancient 

Woodland Inventory.

Species index

score

Six species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Corylus avellana Hypericum tetrapterum Tilia cordata

Convallaria majalis Lamiastrum galeobdolon ssp.

montanum

Viburnum opulus

Species index

score

Three species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of neutral grassland were present on site.

Gnaphalium uliginosum Juncus articulatus Trisetum flavescens

Additional

comments

Two separate units of woodland, separated by an area of grassland

containing two ponds. The northernmost woodland block appears to be being

used as a recreational retreat, as there is a small cabin and picnic table etc at

the western end. The owner is ‘managing’ it by planting a mixture of native 

and non-native species. The larger, southern, block is unmanaged and is

largely a jungle of bracken and bramble, surrounding a birch and oak

dominated wood with a few other species.
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Site name Grid reference
Quern Dyke Holt T F 0 6 6 6 7 1

Site sub-division Date

1 3 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken A Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A small parcel of woodland which falls naturally into two major groups.

Unit 1) A western portion which is virtually inaccessible on account of the dense growth of bramble Rubus fruticosus
agg which covers the ground. The northern edge of this unit is rather more open, and the dominant component of
the field layer is bracken Pteridium aquilinum. Bluebell Hyacinthoides non-scripta seed heads could be seen in both
of these areas, and appeared to be reasonably abundant. The dominant tree species were oak Quercus robur, ash
Fraxinus excelsior and wild cherry Prunus avium and some silver birch Betula pendula was also present. Only in a
few places, round the edges, was it possible to see many other field layer plants, and these were limited to wood
sage Teucrium scorodonia, red campion Silene dioica and a few agricultural weeds invading from the adjacent
arable fields.The site citation mentions a stand of Corsican pine Pinus nigra subsp. Laricio - these were not seen so
it is presumed that they have either been removed or are in the central part of this unit.

Unit 2) This eastern end of the site was botanically more interesting than the western unit. The main tree species
were ash Fraxinus excelsior and field maple Acer campestre. A few coppiced hazel Corylus avellana were also
present, whilst the shrub layer consisted of scattered elder Sambucus nigra and hawthorn Crataegus monogyna.
Species such as blackthorn Prunus spinosa and dog rose Rosa canina agg. were more abundant in peripheral
areas.The ground flora was fairly limited: dog’s mercury Mercurialis perennis, ground ivy Glechoma hederacea,
nettle Urtica dioica and yellow archangel Lamiastrum galeobdolon were dominant in different areas. A single plant of
wood sedge Carex sylvatica was found (at TF064.627), near a dried out pond. This was heavily shaded, full of dead
leaves, and held no aquatic or even semi-aquatic plants.

The only fauna observed was a rabbit Oryctolagus cunniculus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment  Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
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Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native  Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland)  Controlled burning Invasive species 

Bryophytes recorded:
Atrichum undulatum
Brachythecium rutabulum
Dicranoweissia cirrata
Fissidens bryoides
Fissidens taxifolius
Hypnum cupressiforme
Kindbergia praelonga
Leptodictyum riparium
Mnium hornum
Orthotrichum affine
Plagiomnium undulatum
Plagiothecium succulentum
Thamnobryum alopecurum
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Quern Dyke Holt 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer campestre Field Maple
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Betula pendula Silver Birch
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome
Carex sylvatica Wood-sedge
Chenopodium polyspermum Many-seeded Goosefoot
Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's-nightshade
Corylus avellana Hazel
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern
Euonymus europaeus Spindle-tree
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog
Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Moehringia trinervia Three-nerved Sandwort
Populus tremula Aspen
Prunus avium Wild Cherry
Prunus domestica Wild Plum
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Pteridium aquilinum Bracken
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry
Rosa sp Rose
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Sambucus nigra Elder
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Silene dioica Red Campion
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan
Teucrium scorodonia Wood Sage
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
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Site Information

Site Name Quern Dyke Holt

Grid Ref. TF066671

Area (ha.) 2.2

Parish Potter Hanworth

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The SNCI and CWS boundaries differ slightly in the east, with the CWS

encompassing an additional non-woodland area. It is recommended that the

non-woodland area be excluded from the proposed Local Wildlife Site.

Selection

Criteria met

WD1: All semi-natural ancient woodland listed on Natural England’s Ancient 

woodland inventory

Comment: All of this woodland is listed as ancient & semi-natural woodland

in Natural England’s Ancient Woodland Inventory.

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodland and parkland were present on site.

Carex sylvatica Hyacinthoides non-scripta Populus tremula

Corylus avellana Lamiastrum galeobdolon Prunus avium

Euonymus europaeus Mercurialis perennis

Additional

comments

The eastern end of the wood appears to be used for pheasant management,

but not intensively, and the western end is virtually impassable, on account of

the dense bramble scrub.

Improving the western end of the wood would require substantial

management intervention. Less effort would be required to enhance the

eastern end, which consists mainly of ash, field maple and a few other trees.

If the scrub and shrub layer was partially thinned then more light would reach

the woodland floor and the ground flora would increase in extent. Also, some

clearing of the scrub at the edge of the wood would allow light to enter and

improve the woodland edge habitat. Clearing some of the trees around the

dry pond may reduce the impact of trees roots on the water table and improve

the light conditions for aquatic and wetland flora.
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Site name Grid reference
The Jungle T F 0 2 3 6 7 6

Site sub-division Date

1 8 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water A Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond M Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation 
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan ?
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed ?
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
An appropriately named site: although very limited in area it was difficult to get into, especially those areas where
‘pollarding’ of willows had taken place, and the detritus of branches etc, left scattered about, rather than being 
gathered into heaps, thus making walking through a somewhat hazardous process.

The whole area, including the large long pond was recorded, not just the area indicated on the map. It fell into 4
more-or-less distinct habitats–see map below.

1. An area of marsh, in which the pond is set. The dominant component of the vegetation was reed sweet-
grass Glyceria maxima, with smaller quantities of water-mint Mentha aquatica, flag iris Iris pseudacorus, hop
Humulus lupulus, gypsywort Lycopus europaeus, water figwort Scrophularia auriculata and marsh thistle
Cirsium palustre present sporadically. Great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, nettle Urtica dioica and
creeping thistle Cirsium arvense were commoner on slightly higher, drier, areas. A series (?) of semi-infilled
dykes lies amongst this. In the pond were some large stands of common club-rush Schoenoplectus
lacustris. Around the edges white willow Salix alba was the commonest tree species, though there was also
a mixture of damp ground [e.g. Fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica; water chickweed Myosoton aquaticum;
hemp agrimony Eupatorium cannabinum etc] and weedy species, such as the bindweeds Calystegia sepium
& Calystegia sylvatica, false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, and herb-robert Geranium robertianum also
present.

On the eastern edge of the marsh a small colony of brown sedge Carex disticha was also present, at TF 0217 6790.

2. On the eastern margin there is a small stream; this cuts across into area 1, drains into the pond, and then
discharges from the northern end of the pond. There were only a few species specifically related to the
stream, viz. watercress Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum, water forget-me-not Myosotis scorpioides, brooklime
Veronica beccabunga, water starwort Callitriche stagnalis agg. and branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum,
though the latter may have been present elsewhere, in some of the more impenetrable areas of the site.

3. On the south western margin of the site was a small area of mown grassland, surrounded by trees and tall
ruderals, none of any interest. Clearly a dog exercising area.

4. East of this was a damp low lying area which had obviously been the focus of recent conservation effort
since some willows had been crudely pollarded and a boardwalk put in. This area was not as wet as the
marsh in area 1, and consisted of a mixture of damp loving plants such as water chickweed Myosoton
aquaticum, meadow-sweet Filipendula ulmaria and amphibious bistort Persicaria amphibia, and tall weeds
such as nettle Urtica dioica, hogweed Heracleum sphondylium, etc.

Other species: Common Frog Rana temporaria, Mallard Anas platyrhynchos, Magpie Pica pica, Collared Dove
Streptopelia decaocto, Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus, Large White Pieris brassicae
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Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees  Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding ?
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility 
Structural diversity Educational potential 

Management
Appropriate management  No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal  Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling  Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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The Jungle, Branston 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Alnus glutinosa Alder
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Berula erecta Lesser Water-parsnip
Betula pubescens Downy Birch
Bromopsis ramosa Hairy-brome
Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed
Carex disticha Brown Sedge
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson's Cypress
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved Willowherb
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Eupatorium cannabinum Hemp Agrimony
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Humulus lupulus Hop
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lycopus europaeus Gypsywort
Mentha aquatica Water Mint
Myosotis scorpioides Water Forget-me-not
Myosoton aquaticum Water Chickweed
Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
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The Jungle, Branston 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Salix alba White Willow
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Salix fragilis Crack-willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sambucus nigra Elder
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime
Veronica persica Common Field-speedwell
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose
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Site Information

Site Name The Jungle

Grid Ref. TF023676

Area (ha.) 1.62

Parish Branston

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5 ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Species index

score

13 species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Berula erecta Lycopus europaeus Phragmites australis

Carex disticha Mentha aquatica Pulicaria dysenterica

Eupatorium

cannabinum

Myosotis scorpioides Scrophularia auriculata

Filipendula ulmaria Phalaris arundinacea Sparganium erectum

Iris pseudacorus

Species index

score

Ten species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Berula erecta Mentha aquatica Rorippa nasturtium-

aquaticum

Callitriche stagnalis Phalaris arundinacea Schoenoplectus lacustris

Glyceria maxima Phragmites australis Veronica beccabunga

Iris pseudacorus

Additional

comments

An area of marsh, surrounding a large pond, the whole area being stream fed.

Part of the site has been subject to some management (pollarding of willows)

and a boardwalk has been driven through a drier, southern, part of the site.

This latter area is bordered by a small area of improved grassland, largely

used for dog walking.

The marsh area is bordered (and traversed) by dykes: these would benefit

from clearing out, as would the stream where it crosses the marsh. The latter

would also benefit from some form of mowing, with the litter being removed.

The southern portion would be rendered much more accessible if pollarded

wood was gathered into piles, instead of being strewn about in an ad hoc

fashion.
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Grid Square TF07
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Site name Grid reference

0 0 7 7 0 8Washingborough Junction T F
0 1 6 7 0 8

Site sub-division Date

1 3 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
CR Stevenson

2 hrs 10 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water M Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal M Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland M Woodland Grant Scheme
Hedgerow–spp rich M HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
The area consists of a series of strips of differing habitat running parallel to the South Delph channel of the River
Witham. The relationship is shown on the diagram below.

The southern boundary hedge contained a good variety of woody species including hawthorn Crataegus monogyna,
holly Ilex aquifolium, ash Fraxinus excelsior, crab apple Malus sylvatica, wych elm Ulmus glabra and small-leaved
Elm Ulmus minor. Dog rose Rosa canina agg. and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. were also present. There were,
however, very few plants associated with the hedge bottom, although lords & ladies Arum maculatum and dog’s 
mercury Mercurialis perennis were noted.

This poverty of flora is probably a consequence of the intensive management of the adjacent fields, which were
mown and grazed, and had been obviously much improved. Apart from grasses the few other plants present in the
fields were ubiquitous species such as creeping thistle Cirsium arvense, creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens and
nettle Urtica dioica. A few tussocks of tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa in the hedge bottom was suggestive
of the former composition of the flora.

The eastern and western ends of these fields are marked by poorer versions of the southern boundary hedge,
although the trees have been allowed to grow considerably taller.

The northern boundary of the fields is marked by a steep sided ditch, with barbed wire fences on either side. The
ditch was largely choked with a range of tall species such as reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima, common reed
Phragmites australis, bulrush Typha latifolia and great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum. In a few places patches of
open water showed common duckweed Lemna minor and ivy-leaved duckweed Lemna trisulca. On the banks a few
more interesting plants such as wild angelica Angelica sylvestris, purple loosetrife Lythrum salicaria and meadow-
rue Thalictrum flavum were also present.

On the other side of the dyke lay a broad strip of land dominated by a raised embankment, presumably part of a
flood defence system. On the southern side this was dominated by rough grassland with many tall ruderals present:
representative species included false oat-grass Arrenatherum elatius, cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata, broad-leaved
dock Rumex obtusifolius and common ragwort Senecio jacobaea. A few tussocks of tufted hair-grass Deschampsia
cespitosa were suggestive of poorer drainage. The sides and top of the actual embankment were obviously mown,
to keep the top footpath clear. The northern side of the embankment, and the area running down to the river bank
itself were completely dominated by enormous stands of nettle.

In the river itself the submerged leaves of branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum and yellow water-lily Nuphar
lutea seemed dominant. Leaves of arrowhead Sagittaria sagittifolia were struggling to emerge.
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Animal records include mole Talpa europaea hills and rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus burrows, jackdaw Corvus
monedula, house martin Delichon urbicum and pigeon Columba palumbus, and the following butterflies: small
skipper Thymelicus sylvestris, meadow brown Maniola jurtina, peacock Inachis io, small white Pieris rapae and
common blue Polyommatus icarus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas ?
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility OK
Structural diversity Educational potential ?

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management  Grazing by cattle over Mowing and non-removal 
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing ?
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use ?
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 
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Washingborough Junction 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Achillea millefolium Yarrow
Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies
Atriplex patula Common Orache
Ballota nigra Black Horehound
Bryonia dioica White Bryony
Calystegia silvatica Large Bindweed
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse
Centaurium erythraea Common Centaury
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Williowherb
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle
Conium maculatum Hemlock
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel
Elytrigia repens Common Couch
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail
Festuca rubra Red Fescue
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet
Fraxinus excelsior Ash
Galium aparine Cleavers
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert
Geum urbanum Wood Avens
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass
Hedera helix Common Ivy
Helianthus annuus Sunflower
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed
Holcus mollis Creeping Soft-grass
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley
Humulus lupulus Hop
Ilex aquifolium Holly
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce
Lamium album White Dead-nettle
Lapsana communis Nipplewort
Lemna minor Common Duckweed
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Washingborough Junction 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Lemna trisulca Ivy-leaved Duckweed
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple
Medicago lupulina Black Medick
Mercurialis perennis Dog's Mercury
Nuphar lutea Yellow Water-lily
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy
Phragmites australis Common Reed
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain
Plantago major Greater Plantain
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup
Rosa canina Dog Rose
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock
Sagittaria sagittifolia Arrowhead
Salix cinerea Grey Willow
Salix viminalis Osier
Sambucus nigra Elder
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel
Silene latifolia White Campion
Sinapis arvensis Charlock
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed
Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort
Stellaria media Common Chickweed
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion
Thalictrum flavum Common Meadow-rue
Tilia x europaea Common Lime
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil
Trifolium hybridum Alsike Clover
Trifolium repens White Clover
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scentless Mayweed
Tussilago farfara Colt's-foot
Typha latifolia Bulrush
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Washingborough Junction 13/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm
Ulmus minor Small-leaved Elm
Urtica dioica Common Nettle
Urtica urens Small Nettle
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell
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Site Information

Site Name Washingborough Junction

Grid Ref. TF007708-TF016708

Area (ha.) 14.92

Parish Washingborough

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Note: The CWS identified in the Local Plan is an oval shape which overlays

parts of five fields/land parcels. The SNCI boundary follows actual field

boundaries and therefore covers a larger area. The survey covered this larger

area. Not all of the site is worthy of designation as a Local Wildlife Site, with

the four fields along the southern edge of the site being species-poor

improved grassland. We therefore recommend that the proposed Local

Wildlife Site exclude these fields. The new boundary should extend from the

ditch on the northern edge of these fields, across the South Delph, to the

dismantled railway embankment in the north.

Selection

Criteria met

Flo3: Rivers, streams, canals, drains and ditches with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Comment: This site also contain a number of species from other tables in the

selection criteria, in particular 5 species from Table 8 swamp, marsh and fen

(with the minimum requirement being 8 species).

Species index

score

Eleven species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of fresh water habitats were present on site.

Glyceria maxima Phalaris arundinacea Stachys palustris

Lemna trisulca Phragmites australis Thalictrum flavum

Lythrum salicaria Sagittaria sagittifolia Typha latifolia

Nuphar lutea Sparganium erectum

Additional

comments

A series of linear habitats, running parallel to the South Delph channel of the

River Witham. The hedge which forms the southern boundary is quite rich in

woody species. The adjacent grazing meadows have been much ‘improved’, 

and are of little botanical interest; the dykes need more maintenance; and the

embanked area beside the river is largely composed of rank grasses and tall

ruderals. Dense stands of nettles grow on the banks of the river.
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Site name Grid reference
Washingborough Pits T F 0 2 2 7 0 1

Site sub-division Date

2 5 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast

1 hrs 30 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
These old pits are now dominated by ash Fraxinus excelsior woodland with frequent sycamore Acer
pseudoplatanus, which becomes the dominant tree species towards the north-west of the site. Pedunculate oak
Quercus robur, downy birch Betula pubescens, mountain ash Sorbus aucuparia and regenerating wych elm Ulmus
glabra are occasional. Most of the tree trunks are cloaked in ivy Hedera helix. The shrub layer is composed of
abundant wild privet Ligustrum vulgare and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. with small hawthorns Crataegus
monogyna, elder Sambucus nigra, blackthorn Prunus spinosa and wild plum Prunus domestica. Honeysuckle
Lonicera periclymenium, raspberry Rubus idaeaus, redcurrant Ribes rubrum and gooseberry Ribes grossularia are
occasional.

The ground flora includes occasional lords-and-ladies Arum maculatum, false brome Brachypodium sylvaticum,
remote sedge Carex remota, broad buckler fern Dryopteris dilatata and wood meadow-grass Poa nemoralis. The
western edge of the wood supports four species of violet; hairy violet Viola hirta, sweet violet Viola odorata, early
dog violet Viola reichenbachiana and common dog violet Viola riviniana.

One spurge laurel Daphne laureola was recorded from the southwest of the site, one clump of goldilocks buttercup
Ranunculus auricomus from the western edge of the eastern half, and one narrow buckler fern Dryopteris
carthusiana from near the centre of the western half. A large patch of garden yellow archangel Lamiastrum
galeobdolon ssp. argentatum was recorded on the northern edge of the site.

Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus is established in the eastern edge of the western half of the site.

A very large patch of yellow-staining mushroom Agaricus xanthoderma extends through much of the eastern half
of the site. The ground across much of the site is covered in the mosses; some dense patches of Thuidium
tamariscinum are present in the western half of the site.

Animals recorded include woodpigeon Columba palumbus, blackbird Turdus merula and collard dove Streptopelia
decaocto.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground 
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity  Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires 
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species 

Washingborough Pits

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore D DAFOR Scale
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard F D = Dominant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock F F = Frequent
Arum maculatum Lords-and-Ladies O O = Occasional
Betula pubescens Downy Birch O R = Rare
Brachypodium sylvaticum False-brome O
Carex remota Remote Sedge R L = Locally
Cotoneaster horizontalis Wall Cotoneaster R (P) = Planted
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn A
Daphne laureola Spurge-laurel R
Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler-fern O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash D
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Geum urbanum Wood Avens F
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy A
Hedera helix ssp. helix Common Ivy O
Ilex aquifolium Holly O
Lamiastrum galeobdolon subsp.
argentatum

Garden Yellow
Archangel R

Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet A
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O
Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not O
Plantago media Hoary Plantain LF
Poa nemoralis Wood Meadow-grass LF
Prunus domestica Wild Plum O
Prunus laurocerasus Cherry Laurel O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak LD
Ranunculus auricomus Goldilocks Buttercup R
Ribes rubrum Red Currant LF
Ribes uva-crispa Gooseberry LF
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble A
Rubus idaeus Rasberry LA
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock F
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Sorbus aucuparia Rowan O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort F
Stellaria media Common Chickweed F
Symphoricarpos albus Snowberry LA
Tamus communis Black Bryony O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion LF
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Washingborough Pits

Scientific Name Common Name
DAFOR
Score

Ulmus glabra Wych Elm O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell F
Viola hirta Hairy Violet O
Viola odorata Sweet Violet O
Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet O
Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet O
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Site Information

Site Name Washingborough Pits

Grid Ref. TF022701

Area (ha.) 12

Parish Washingborough

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet the criteria for selection as a

local wildlife site although a survey in spring may increase the species index

score sufficiently to meet criteria WD3.

Species index

score

Four species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Carex remota Ranunculus auricomus Viola reichenbachiana

Poa nemoralis

Additional

comments

A previous survey recorded the woodland indicators common twayblade

Listera ovata in large numbers–this species may still be present but

overlooked due to the late survey. The bird interest of the site was considered

to be quite significant at that time also.

The sites value may increase with time but it would benefit from reduction in

the density of sycamore.
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Grid Square TF15
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Site name Grid reference

Billinghay Old Cemetery T F 1 5 7 5 5 0

Site sub-division Date

3 0 0 7 0 8
Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 0 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A small cemetery (0.4 ha) on the northern outskirts of Billinghay that has long been disused, although several
gravestones remain along the western side.

In the centre are two large Wellingtonia Sequoiadendron giganteum trees and beside the entrance path is another
Wellingtonia, a yew Taxus baccata and an evergreen oak Quercus ilex. It is bounded by a hedge (mainly
hawthorn Crataegus monogya) along the west and north sides, by a fence on the east side, and by a wall on the
south side. The rest of the area, apart from the entrance track, is covered in grass, which had been mown at the
time of the survey. The entrance track is largely bare ground, with a variety of weed species, including some that
must have been derived from bird seed.It was difficult to identify all of the species present because of the mown
grass, but a total of 56 plant species were recorded, only one of which is notable: a hybrid willowherb –a tall plant
like great willowherb Epilobium hirsutum and with a four-lobed stigma, but with leaves, flower size and
indumentum like American willowherb E. ciliatum.

No animal species were noted during the visit.

In 1988, it was noted that ‘The proposed idea to convert the area into a Wildlife Refuge does not appear to have
been implemented’ and a note added in 1993 stated that ‘Some contact with locals indicating that idea of 
conversion to wildlife refuge is still current– see churchyard files. M. C.’ It is clear that nothing came of this and in
its current condition it would have very little value for wildlife.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees  Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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Billinghay Old Cemetery 30/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Aethusa cynapium Fool's Parsley R DAFOR Scale
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard O D = Dominant
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O A = Abundant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O F = Frequent
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass O O = Occasional
Atriplex littoralis Grass-leaved Orache R R = Rare
Avena fatua Wild-oat R
Bryonia dioica White Bryony O L = Locally
Buddleja davidii Butterfly-bush R (P) = Planted
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse O
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Conyza canadensis Canadian Fleabane O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Digitalis purpurea Foxglove R
Elytrigia repens Common Couch O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Epilobium x novae-civitatis Hybrid Willowherb R
Euphorbia peplus Petty Spurge O
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Hesperis matronalis Dame's-violet R
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog O
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Hypochaeris radicata Cat's-ear R
Ilex aquifolium Holly R
Lactuca serriola Prickly Lettuce R
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet R
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass O
Malva neglecta Dwarf Mallow O
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow R
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not O
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass O
Quercus ilex Evergreen Oak R
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Sagina apetala Annual Pearlwort O
Sambucus nigra Elder R
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O

Sequoiadendron giganteum
Giant Sequoia or
Wellingtonia R

Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Solanum nigrum Black Nightshade R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
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Billinghay Old Cemetery 30/07/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Taxus baccata Yew R
Triticum aestivum Bread Wheat R
Urtica dioica Common Nettle O
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Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not meet any of the criteria for designation as a

local wildlife site.

Species index

score

One species from Table 2 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of neutral grassland was present on site.

Hypochaeris radicata

Additional

comments

This site barely reaches the size criteria for designation. Also no species of

interest were noted during the previous survey although the Wellingtonia

trees highlighted then are still present.

Site Information

Site Name Billinghay Old Cemetery

Grid Ref. TF157550

Area (ha.) 0.5

Parish Billinghay

District North Kesteven
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Site name Grid reference

Long Holt T F 1 0 6 5 8 4

Site sub-division Date

1 6 0 9 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site

B. Nicholson 1 hrs mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation M Running Water Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197

Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan (in
prep.)

Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal A Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

A small woodland featuring a strip of mature/semi-mature oak by the roadside, backed by more recent plantation
of Scot’s pine Pinus sylvestris and ash Fraxinus excelsior.

The oak-dominated area is c. 15-20m in width and comprises a mix of both pedunculate Quercus robur and sessile
Q. petraea oak, together with probable hybrids. Some trees have been harvested in the past and the decaying
stumps provide useful dead wood habitat. There are some coppiced ash in the understorey, together with frequent
wych elm Ulmus glabra, hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and wild privet Ligustrum vulgare. Blackthorn Prunus
spinosa is prominent along the southern edge of the wood, over a dry ditch. The field layer is quite sparse and
mainly consists of ivy Hedera helix, with a little nettle Urtica dioica, cleavers Galium aparine, herb robert Geranium
robertianum, wood dock Rumex sanguineus and wood false-brome Brachypodium sylvaticum. Honeysuckle
Lonicera periclymenum is very occasional. A dry ditch runs along the northern edge of the oak area for part of its
length.

The more recent pine and ash plantation varies from a very dense core area with a more or less closed canopy
and a field layer dominated by nettle and bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. to more open areas on the margins with a
mainly grassy field layer of false oat-grass Arrhenatherum elatius, couch Elytrigia repens and other coarse
species. Elder Sambucus nigra, hawthorn and dog rose Rosa canina agg. form a rather patchy understorey. Game
bird feeding hoppers occur along a mown path that runs through the centre of the planted area. A native species
hedge has recently been planted along the northern edge of this area, comprising hawthorn, hazel Corylus
avellana, guelder rose Viburnum opulus, field maple Acer campestre and dogwood Cornus sanguinea.

A small area at the eastern margin of the wood is used for dumping spoil etc. and supports a patchy cover of rank
grasses and ruderal vegetation.

Fauna noted during the survey included blackbird Turdus merula, muntjac deer Muntiacus reevsii and rabbit
Orcytolagus cunniculus.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood  Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees  Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Long Holt 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer campestre Field Maple R (P) DAFOR Scale
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F D = Dominant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O A = Abundant
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O F = Frequent
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass F O = Occasional
Atriplex prostrata Spear-leaved Orache R R = Rare
Brachypodium sylvaticum Wood False-brome O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F L = Locally
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle O (P) = Planted
Conium maculatum Hemlock O
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Cornus sanguinea Dogwood R (P)
Corylus avellana Hazel O (P)
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel O
Dryopteris filix-mas Male-fern O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium ciliatum American Willowherb O
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb O
Festuca arundinacea Tall Fescue O
Festuca rubra Red Fescue O
Fraxinus excelsior Ash A
Galium aparine Cleavers O
Geranium robertianum Herb-Robert F
Hedera helix Common Ivy A
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle O
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine D
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Prunus avium Wild Cherry O (P)
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn LA
Quercus petraea Sessile Oak O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak F
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup O
Rosa canina Dog Rose F
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F



North Kesteven District
Local Wildlife Sites Review –May 2009

533

Long Holt 16/09/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Rumex sanguineus Wood Dock O
Sambucus nigra Elder A
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Tanacetum parthenium Feverfew R
Ulmus glabra Wych Elm F
Urtica dioica Common Nettle D
Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose O
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Site Information

Site Name Long Holt

Grid Ref. TF106584

Area (ha.) 2.0

Parish Timberland

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

Note: This site is not synonymous with the Long Holt County Wildlife Site

listed in the Local Plan. That site is located in Nocton parish (grid ref.

TF064653) and is to be surveyed in 2009.

Selection

Criteria met

None

Comment: This site does not currently meet any of the criteria for designation

as a local wildlife site, being of secondary origin and supporting only one

woodland indicator species.

Species index

score

One* species from Table 1 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of woodlands and parklands were present on site.

Quercus petraea

* Several other species from Table 1 were present on site however they were planted and

as such not included in the claculations.

Additional

comments

A useful area of woodland habitat with some fine oak trees, including sessile

oak. However, it is clearly of plantation origin and the relatively poor flora is a

reflection of this.
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Site name Grid reference

North Kyme Common (Northern Part) T F 1 5 9 5 4 7

Site sub-division Date

0 7 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 45 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water M Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense A Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A long, narrow area (11 ha) of Common Land on both banks of Billinghay Skirth, a stream that runs, within the
site, west towards Billinghay and then south-west towards North Kyme. The length within the site is 2315 m, and
the width varies from 20-72 m. The waterway is 9-13 m wide and is flanked by grass banks on both sides–at the
time of the survey both banks had been mown and few grasses and other plants were flowering. On the east side
the site is bisected by the busy A153 Horncastle to Sleaford Road; on the west side of the road is an area that is
fairly flat and in places where it is wide enough there are depressions some of which are deep enough to harbour
small ponds or damp areas with sedges; on the east side of the road a narrow grassy strip 20-30 m wide extends
north for 465 m from the southern boundary of the site, and is flanked by a hedge. There are patches of scrub and
some deciduous trees in places. The waterway appeared eutrophic and had a few emergent plants along its
banks, including common reed Phragmites australis and reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima.

A total of 80 species of vascular plants were recorded, including 7 swamp, marsh or fen indicator species. The
most interesting species was tubular water-dropwort Oenanthe fistulosa, a species that is now classified as
Vulnerable in the UK. Other species of note were fringed water lily Nymphoides peltata and brown sedge Carex
disticha.

The invasive New Zealand Pigmyweed Crassula helmsii was found to be occasional.

Due to heavy rain at the time of the survey very few animals were seen: 3 common birds, a toad Bufo bufo and
four species of butterflies: meadow brown Maniola jurtina, gatekeeper Pyronia tithonus, small tortoiseshell Aglais
urticae and green-veined white Pieris napi.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species
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North Kyme Common (Northern Part) 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Aesculus hippocastanum Horse-chestnut R A = Abundant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F F = Frequent
Alnus glutinosa Alder O O = Occasional
Anisantha sterilis Barren Brome O R = Rare
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley F
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A L = Locally
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed F (P) = Planted
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's-purse R
Carex acutiformis Lesser Pond-sedge F
Carex disticha Brown Sedge O
Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge O
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed F
Crassula helmsii New Zealand Pigmyweed O
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn O
Crepis capillaris Smooth Hawk's-beard O
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
Fallopia convolvulus Black-bindweed R
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Galium palustre Marsh-bedstraw O
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed F
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Hordeum murinum Wall Barley O
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort R
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus pedunculatus Greater Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Malus sylvestris Crab Apple R
Nymphoides peltata Fringed Water-lily R
Oenanthe fistulosa Tubular Water-dropwort O
Papaver dubium Long-headed Poppy R
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass F
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue R
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass O
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North Kyme Common (Northern Part) 07/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Poa trivialis Rough Meadow-grass F
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass O
Potentilla anserina Silverweed O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Puccinellia distans Saltmarsh-grass R
Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane O
Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak R
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup R
Rorippa nasturtium-
aquaticum Water-cress O
Rosa rubiginosa Sweet Briar R (P)
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble F
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock F
Salix caprea Goat Willow O
Salix fragilis Crack-willow O
Sambucus nigra Elder F
Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Spergularia marina Lesser Sea-spurrey R
Stellaria media Common Chickweed O
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle F
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Site Information

Site Name North Kyme Common (N)

Grid Ref. TF149532 - TF154542

Area (ha.) 9

Parish Billinghay

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

Sw2: Swamp, marsh or fen at least 0.5ha in extent, with a minimum species

index score of 8.

Comment: This site also includes a number of freshwater species and

several neutral grassland indicator species. It is possible that additional

species may have been overlooked due to the grass having been recently

cut. The whole site is included in Natural England’s Grassland Inventory. 

Species index

score

Eight species from Table 8 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for

designation of swamp, marsh and fen were present on site.

Carex disticha Iris pseudacorus Phragmites australis

Carex otrubae Oenanthe fistulosa Pulicaria dysenterica

Filipendula ulmaria Phalaris arundinacea

Additional

comments

Would possibly repay further survey prior to the hay cut.
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Site name Grid reference
North Kyme Common (North Kyme End)
(Southern Section) T F 1 5 2 5 3 7

Site sub-division Date

0 8 0 8 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
Tim Inskipp 1 hrs 50 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental

Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water M Early / Late survey
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather 
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond A Hay cut 
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp M Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 187
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen A Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Heathland / Acid Peatland Ruderal Advice being followed
Bracken Arable / Improved Grassland Woodland Grant Scheme

HLS / ELS / OEL

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)
A long, narrow area (4.1 ha) of Common Land on both banks of Billinghay Skirth, a stream that runs, within the
site, south-west to North Kyme from the junction of the A153 with a minor road to Drove Farm. The length within
the site is 1150 m, and the width varies from 20-54 m. The waterway is 5-8 m wide and is flanked by grass banks
on both sides–at the time of the survey both banks had been mown and few grasses and other plants were
flowering. On the east side the site is bisected by the busy A153 Horncastle to Sleaford Road; on the west side of
the road is an area that is fairly flat and in places where it is wide enough there are depressions some of which are
deep enough to harbour damp areas with sedges; on the east side of the road a narrow grassy strip is flanked
partly by a hedge and partly by house frontages. At the south end is a small pond surrounded by tall vegetation,
mainly bulrushes Typha spp., common reed Phragmites australis and reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima. A few
shrubs had clearly been planted here, including sweetbriar Rosa rubiginosa and bay willow Salix pentandra. There
are patches of scrub and some deciduous trees in places. The waterway appeared eutrophic and had very few
emergent plants.

A total of 84 species of vascular plants were recorded, including 11 freshwater indicator species, all of which were
present around the pond at the southern end, and thus it meets the criteria for habitat Sta2; there are also 5
swamp, marsh or fen indicator species, and 5 neutral grassland indicator species. It appears that the site’s 
habitats have deteriorated since the last survey in 1984 because 25 vascular plant species were recorded then but
not currently, including 5 extra freshwater indicator species, 5 extra swamp, marsh or fen indicator species and 6
extra neutral grassland indicator species (although some of these may have been missed because of the mown
grass).

No birds were noted, but two butterflies: small tortoiseshell Aglais urticae and peacock Inachis io were seen, and
three Odonata: ruddy darter Sympetrum sanguineum, banded demoiselle Calopteryx splendens and blue-tailed
damselfly Ischnura elegans.

An information board by the pond indicated that great crested Triturus cristatus and smooth newts T. vulgaris, and
common frog Rana temporaria were present.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas 
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes Ditches–shallow / deep
Tussocky vegetation  South facing slopes Hedgerows–spp rich / poor 
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential
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Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing 
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

North Kyme Common (Southern Section) 08/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore O DAFOR Scale
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O D = Dominant
Agrostis stolonifera Creeping Bent F A = Abundant
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain O F = Frequent
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O O = Occasional
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock R R = Rare
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass A
Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed O L = Locally
Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed R (P) = Planted
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle F
Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle F
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed O
Corylus avellana Hazel R
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn F
Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass O
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb F
Fallopia japonica Japanese Knotweed R
Festuca rubra Red Fescue F
Fraxinus excelsior Ash O
Galium aparine Cleavers F
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy O
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass F
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed O
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog F
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lapsana communis Nipplewort O
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling O
Lemna minor Common Duckweed O
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy R
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet O
Lolium perenne Perennial Rye-grass F
Lotus corniculatus Common Bird's-foot-trefoil O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife O
Medicago lupulina Black Medick O
Mentha aquatica Water Mint O
Nymphaea alba White Water-lily R
Persicaria amphibia Amphibious Bistort O
Persicaria maculosa Redshank R
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North Kyme Common (Southern Section) 08/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass F
Phragmites australis Common Reed F
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain O
Plantago major Greater Plantain O
Polygonum aviculare Knotgrass R
Potentilla anserina Silverweed R
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil O
Prunella vulgaris Selfheal O
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn O
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup F
Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water-cress R
Rosa canina Dog Rose O
Rosa rubiginosa Sweet-briar R
Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble O
Rumex conglomeratus Clustered Dock O
Rumex crispus Curled Dock O
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock O
Salix alba White Willow R
Salix pentandra Bay Willow R (P)
Sambucus nigra Elder O
Scrophularia auriculata Water Figwort O
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Sinapis arvensis Charlock R
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet O
Sonchus arvensis Perennial Sow-thistle O
Sonchus asper Prickly Sow-thistle R
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed O
Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort R
Taraxacum agg. Dandelion O
Torilis japonica Upright Hedge-parsley O
Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil R
Trifolium pratense Red Clover O
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Trisetum flavescens Yellow Oat-grass O
Typha angustifolia Lesser Bulrush O
Typha latifolia Bulrush O
Urtica dioica Common Nettle A
Viburnum opulus Guelder-rose R
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch O
Vicia sativa Common Vetch O
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Site Information

Site Name North Kyme Common (South)

Grid Ref. TF154542 - TF157548

Area (ha.) 5

Parish North Kyme

District North Kesteven

Selection

Criteria met

Flo3: Rivers, streams, canals, drains and ditches with a minimum species

index score of 10.

Comment: This site also includes a number of neutral grassland and swamp,

marsh and fen indicator species although not as many as during the previous

surveys. While the site does not qualify under these criteria it is possible that

additional species may have been overlooked due to the grass having been

recently cut. The whole site is included in Natural England’s Grassland

Inventory.

Species index

score

Eleven species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for the

designation of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Phalaris arundinacea Sparganium erectum

Glyceria maxima Phragmites australis Typha angustifolia

Lythrum salicaria Rorippa nasturtium-

aquatica

Typha latifolia

Mentha aquatica Scrophularia auriculata

Additional

comments

Would possibly repay further survey prior to the hay cut.
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Site name Grid reference

Branston Island T F 1 0 0 7 0 8

Site sub-division Date

0 2 1 2 0 8

Recorder(s) Time on site
A. Prendergast, G. Hopkins

2 hrs 0 mins

Lincolnshire
Environmental
Records
Centre

Habitats (M = main, A = additional) Constraints
Woodland–semi-nat / plantation Running Water A Early / Late survey 
Wet Woodland Spring / Flush / Blow Well Short visit / Weather
Parkland / Wood-pasture / Orchard Standing Water / Pond Hay cut
Scrub–scattered / dense Reedbed Terrain / Vegetation
Neutral Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp A Grazing Marsh Dogs / Grazing / Game
Calcareous Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Sand Dune / Saline Lagoon
Acid Grassland–Unimp / Semi-imp Saltmarsh / Mudflat NI 197
Damp Grassland / Marsh / Fen M Brownfield Mosaic Management Plan
Purple Moor Grass and Rush Pasture Ruderal Advice being followed
Heathland / Acid Peatland Arable / Improved Grassland A Woodland Grant Scheme
Bracken HLS / ELS / OEL 

Site description (including fauna; rare/notable spp (with grid refs.); etc –note if supplementary sheets attached)

This large site comprises a large area of arable fields, crossed and edged by ditches, and surrounded by the old
and the new courses of the River Witham, and areas of damp grassland. The upper levees support a poor neutral
grassland flora.

Damp grassland/marsh is present between the ditches and the river levees; this area is largely dominated by reed
canary grass Phalaris arundinacea. Reed sweet-grass Glyceria maxima is frequent but common reed Phragmites
australis is noticeably rare. Tufted hair-grass Deschampsia cespitosa, marsh foxtail Alopecurus geniculatus and
Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus are occasional. Compact rush Juncus conglomeratus, soft rush Juncus effusus, hard
rush Juncus inflexus, creeping cinquefoil Potentilla repens, celery-leaved buttercup Ranunculus sceleratus, and
branched bur-reed Sparganium erectum are frequent. Least duckweed Lemna minuta is frequent in the ditches.
Water plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica, purple loosestrife Lythrum salicaria, yellow flag iris Iris pseudacorus and
common club-rush Schoenoplectus lacustris are occasional along the ditches around the site. Bulrush Typha
latifolia forms a stand on the eastern edge. Brooklime Veronica beccabunga is rare in the south.

Hemlock Conium maculatum, nettle Urtica dioica, chickweed Stellaria media, teasel Dipsacus fullonum, cleavers
Gallium aparine and ground ivy Glechoma hederacea are frequent amongst the debris along the high water mark.
White dead-nettle Lamium album, red dead-nettle Lamium purpureum and common mallow Malva sylvestris are
occasional here.

Neutral grassland atop the levees is dominated by cock’s-foot Dactylis glomerata with occasional tor-grass
Brachypodium pinnatum, timothy Phleum pratensis and locally dominant red fescue Festuca rubra. This grassland
supports occasional yarrow Achillea millefolium, common mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum, great lettuce Lactuca
virosa, autumn hawkbit Leontodon autumnalis and white clover Trifolium repens. Wild carrot Daucus carota is rare
–apparently restricted to one small patch in the north of the site.

A few scrubby bits of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna, goat willow Salix caprea and field rose Rosa arvensis are
present along some of the ditches.

Isolated trees across the site include specimens of white willow Salix alba and crack willow Salix fragilis.

This survey took place very late in the year and it is likely that further species would be added by a survey done at
a more appropriate time of year. The survey was further constrained by the ditches being frozen over: It was
therefore not ascertained whether the locally important population of water violet Hottonia palustris is still present.
Many of the narrow ditches which run across the site appear to be choked by reeds but the boundary ditch is
largely clear of tall vegetation, so may still support this species.
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Aquatic flora recorded includes a species of the filamentous green alga genus Oedogonium and spiked water-
milfoil Myriophyllum spicatum. Nuttall’s pondweed Elodea nuttallii appears to be dominant in many of the ditches.

The most notable animals recorded were three possible marsh harriers Circus aeruginosus, a short-eared owl Asio
flammeus, and a barn owl Tyto alba. Other animals recorded on the site include moorhen Gallinula chloropus,
pink-footed goose Anser brachyrhynchus, tufted duck Aythya fuligula, Canada goose Branta canadensis, starling
Stumus vulgaris (flock of approximately 200), chaffinch Fringilla coelebs, magpie Pica pica, red-legged partridge
Alectoris rufa (approximately 50), mallard Anas platyrhynchos, pheasant Phasianus colchicus, lesser black-backed
gull Larus fuscus, mute swan Cygnus olor, reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus, dunnock Prunella modularis, wren
Troglodytes troglodytes, field vole Microtus agrestis, mole Talpa europaea, brown hare Lepus europaeus, swan
mussel Anodonta cygnea and zebra mussel Dreissena polymorpha. There are six barn owl boxes on the site.

It was not possible to survey the arable fields on the site during this survey. However, from a distance they appear
to be becoming neglected and rank in parts with large stands of rush. It seems that management of the island as a
grazing marsh and fen would be a much more valuable use of this occasionally flooded site. At the time of the
survey the water level was quite low; maintaining the water level at or just above ground level throughout the
winter would be of greater value to the waders which use the site when it is flooded.

Additional features
Veteran / pollarded trees Anthills Areas with frequent / prolonged flooding 
Planted specimen trees Bare ground Seasonally wet / damp areas
Standing / fallen dead wood Rock outcrops Earthworks / hummocky ground
Sap runs on / holes in trees Steep slopes  Ditches–shallow / deep 
Tussocky vegetation South facing slopes  Hedgerows–spp rich / poor
Abundant nectar sources Ridge and furrow Access / visibility
Structural diversity Educational potential

Management
Appropriate management No grazing / cutting Silage / hay / hay with grazing
Inappropriate management Grazing by cattle  Mowing and non-removal
Scrub encroachment Grazing by sheep Frequent short mowing
Scrub removal Grazing by horses Fertiliser / pesticide / herbicide use
Coppicing / selective felling Grazing by rabbits Excessive drainage
Re-planting–native / non-native Other grazing Off-road vehicle damage
Ride mowing (woodland) Poaching Fly tipping / pollution / fires
Non-intervention (woodland) Controlled burning Invasive species

Branston Island 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Achillea millefolium Yarrow O DAFOR Scale
Alisma plantago-aquatica Water-plantain LF D = Dominant
Alopecurus geniculatus Marsh Foxtail O A = Abundant
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley O F = Frequent
Arctium minus Lesser Burdock O O = Occasional
Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort LF R = Rare
Brachypodium pinnatum Tor-grass LF
Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear O L = Locally
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle O (P) = Planted
Conium maculatum Hemlock LF
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn R
Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot LA
Daucus carota Wild carrot R
Deschampsia caespitosa Tufted hair-grass O
Elodea nuttallii Nuttall's Waterweed LD
Elytrigia repens Common Couch F
Epilobium parviflorum Hoary Willowherb O
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Branston Island 18/08/2008
Scientific Name Common Name DAFOR Score
Festuca rubra Red Fescue LD
Galium aparine Cleavers LF
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Crane's-bill O
Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy LF
Glyceria maxima Reed Sweet-grass LA
Holcus lanatus Yorkshire-fog LF
Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris O
Juncus conglomeratus Compact Rush LF
Juncus effusus Soft-rush LF
Juncus inflexus Hard Rush LF
Lactuca virosa Great Lettuce O
Lamium album White Dead-nettle O
Lamium purpureum Red Dead-nettle O
Lemna minuta Least Duckweed LF
Leontodon autumnalis Autumn Hawkbit O
Lythrum salicaria Purple-loosestrife LF
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow O
Myriophyllum spicatum Spiked Water-milfoil LF
Phalaris arundinacea Reed Canary-grass LD
Phleum pratense agg. Timothy O
Phragmites australis Common Reed O
Picris echioides Bristly Oxtongue O
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil F
Ranunculus sceleratus Celery-leaved Buttercup LF
Rosa arvensis Field Rose R
Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock LF
Salix alba White Willow R
Salix caprea Goat Willow R
Salix fragilis Crack-willow R
Sambucus nigra Elder R
Schoenoplectus lacustris Common Club-rush LF
Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort O
Senecio vulgaris Groundsel O
Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard R
Sonchus oleraceus Smooth Sow-thistle O
Sparganium erectum Branched Bur-reed LF
Stellaria media Common Chickweed LF
Trifolium repens White Clover F
Typha latifolia Bulrush LA
Urtica dioica Common Nettle LF
Veronica beccabunga Brooklime R
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Site Information

Site Name Branston Island

Grid Ref. TF 100 708

Area (ha.) 81.75 ha

Parish Branston & Mere

District North Kesteven

Existing Status Site of Nature Conservation Importance (SNCI)

County Wildlife Site (CWS)

Selection

Criteria met

Sta2: Standing water with a minimum species index score of 8

Mos2: Areas of at least 0.1 ha that add to the wildlife value of adjacent land

qualifying for Local Wildlife Site designation on habitat grounds

Comments: This site supports a mosaic of habitats including grassland,

arable and ditches. The ditches appear to be the most diverse component

from a botanical perspective and qualify under Sta2. However, the whole

complex is of wildlife value, especially to birds and is therefore included under

Mos2. It is possible that surveys at a more appropriate time of year could

elevate some of the grassland areas to qualify in their own right.

Species index

score

11 species from Table 7 of the Local Wildlife Site Guidelines for designation

of freshwater habitats were present on site.

Alisma plantago-

aquatica

Myriophyllum spicatum Sparganium erectum

Glyceria maxima Phalaris arundinacea Typha latifolia

Iris pseudacorus Phragmites australis Veronica beccabunga

Lythrum salicaria Schoenoplectus lacustris

Additional

comments

Branston Island is primarily of importance for its wintering wader, duck and

geese populations (Pike 2001). No waders were seen during the current

survey, probably because the site was not sufficiently flooded. However good

numbers of other birds were noted, including possible marsh harrier Circus

aeruginosus as well as short-eared owl Asio flammeus and barn owl Tyto

alba. The locally important population of water violet Hottonia palustris was

not seen on this occasion but may still be present in the ditches. The site

would benefit from more sensitive / more appropriate management such as

managing of the arable land (which is becoming rank) as grazing marsh/fen,

and maintaining the water level at or just above ground level throughout the

winter.
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