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Map 5: Branston Conservation 
Area Character Areas 
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16.2 Branston Hall Character Area

Summary description
16.2.1 The designed parkland landscape around Branston 
Hall occupies most of this character area. At its southern edge 
that character is continued through the use of similar boundary 
treatments and the gentle transition from the edge of the 
settlement to the open countryside beyond. 

Landscape and routes        
16.2.2 Public footpaths are well-used and act as a strong link 

between the village and surrounding countryside. Low levels of vehicular traffic encourage 
pedestrian use. Hall Lane is the only public road within the character area. It sees very low 
levels of traffic and has the appearance of a rural lane with wide grass verges in places. 

Key views and landmarks 
16.2.3 Views of Branston Hall from the south are an important feature of the conservation area 
and were clearly a deliberate part of its design. The mature trees within the park and beyond 
are the dominant feature of most views in this area. These views have been harmed through 
the construction of a telecommunications mast just outside the grounds of the Hall which 
competes with the dominance of the trees within the landscape.  

16.2.4 Branston Hall is the obvious landmark building within this character area, although views 
of the Hall itself are limited due to landscape and boundary walls these features clearly mark the 
boundary of a significant site. The small pool and open space at Waterwheel Lane have been 
enhanced through the use of bespoke fencing and seating and form a focal point within the character 
area. Springfield House, particularly its stone gate piers and large grassed lawn, is an important landmark 
at the edge of the conservation area which clearly marks the change from countryside to village.

Predominant material palette
16.2.5 The majority of buildings and boundary walls, including those of Branston Hall, are 
constructed from local limestone giving a strong visual unity to the built form. Roofs are 
commonly of slate or clay pantiles.

Predominant scale and massing
16.2.6 Aside from Branston Hall the majority of buildings are of one and a half to two storeys 
and domestic in scale.

Positive features
•	 Strong visual links with landscape beyond conservation area
•	 Views of designed landscape of Branston Hall and the Hall itself
•	 Well-maintained public open space and strong pedestrian links

Negative features
•	 Loss of original features such as timber doors and windows
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16.3 High Street Character Area 

Summary description
16.3.1 The character of this area is defined by 
Sleaford Road and Lincoln Road which run along its 
entire length. High levels of traffic create a barrier to 
pedestrian movement although the crossing at the 
intersection of all four main routes through the village 
does allow movement as well as acting as a focal 
point for commercial and social activity. The noise 
generated by the traffic is intrusive and the contrast 

with the rest of the conservation area in this regard is noticeable. Areas of public open space 
at the war memorial, cemetery and junction with Rectory Lane and Paddock Lane provide 
quieter green spaces which relieve the generally more built-up and urban character of the area 
and provide refuge from traffic noise. 

Landscape and routes        
16.3.2 The topography of the area is distinctive and the experience of moving through the 
rising and falling landscape is an important part of its character. At the bottom of the valley it 
contributes to the strong sense of enclosure. The convergence of the four main routes into and 
out of the village made this area a focal point for activity historically and this is still the case 
today. There are few solely pedestrian routes with most footpaths running alongside roads. 

Key views and landmarks
16.3.3 The distinctive topography and tightly defined building line strongly influence views into 
and out of this area. The road sweeps down into the dip at the centre of the area, reflecting the 
topography around the beck, before rising again to allow more extensive views towards the 
edges of the character area. To the north views of the landscaped setting of Branston Hall with 
its tall, mature trees frame the transition to the countryside beyond while to the south there is 
a more gradual transition from urban to rural, with buildings sitting further back from the road 
in more extensive mature gardens. Glimpsed views along the smaller roads and lanes are 
important, they draw the eye and to the smaller scale and quieter character of those areas.

16.3.4 As in the rest of the conservation area the church is a prominent landmark. The 
Waggon and Horses pub is another notable landmark, with its material palette of render and 
small clay roof tiles as well as its large scale and prominent roof giving a clear contrast with the 
rest of the area. The Sheepwash is a historic feature which has been excavated and preserved 
with interpretation panels.
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Predominant material palette
16.3.5 High Street Character Area repeats the 
predominant material palette of local limestone, red 
brick, clay pantile and natural slate. Whilst some 
mid to late 20th century development introduced 
modern materials not in keeping with older buildings 
more recent development, notably at 33-37 Lincoln 
Road, has marked a welcome return to the use of 
traditional materials.

16.3.6 The loss of traditional timber windows and doors and their replacement with upvc is 
having a detrimental impact on the character and appearance of the area. This is particularly a 
problem on terraced houses where the original unity of their appearance is being lost through 
changes to doors and windows. 

Predominant scale and massing
16.3.7 Buildings are generally of one and a half to two storeys although there are some three 
storey buildings where the steeply rising ground has been utilised to add extra space. There is 
considerable variation in scale which adds to the visual interest of the area.

Positive features
•	 New development reinforcing traditional character and appearance
•	 Strongly defined character influenced by topography
•	 Well-preserved traditional vernacular buildings
•	 Distinctive public art and interpretation of historic features
•	 Well-maintained public open spaces

Negative features
•	 Loss of original features such as timber windows and doors
•	 High traffic levels creating noise and inhibiting pedestrian movement



22

16.4 Village Lanes Character Area 

Summary description
16.4.1 The character and appearance of this area is defined by the 
winding roads, limestone walls and consistent building lines typical of 
Branston Conservation area. Views into and out of the conservation 
area around its edges are particularly important in understanding the 
relationship between the village and the countryside beyond. Within 
the conservation area views unfold along the gently curved roads and 
lanes, framing landmark buildings and areas of green open space. 

Landscape and routes  
16.4.2 Narrow, winding roads with limited visibility slow traffic and contribute to a pleasant environment 
for pedestrians. Routes are clearly legible and the church spire aids orientation. There is a strong 
contrast between the open countryside and landscape around Branston Hall and the relatively 
densely developed feel created by the majority of buildings fronting directly onto the pavement. 
      
Key views and landmarks
16.4.3 All Saints Church and Hainton House are the most prominent landmark buildings, set 
apart by their scale, materials and architectural quality. The former Methodist Chapel, now 
converted to residential use, is another landmark by virtue of its scale and design.

Predominant material palette
16.4.4 Local limestone, clay pantiles and natural slate are the predominant materials with some 
examples of red brick. There are a number of mid to late twentieth century houses, mainly 
bungalows, where materials such as brown brick and concrete roof tiles have been introduced. 
These materials jar with the older, more traditional buildings and have had a harmful impact on 
the character and appearance of the conservation area. More recent development has moved 
away from the use of modern materials to a more traditional palette which has integrated these 
properties more successfully into the streetscape. No 15 Hall Lane is an interesting example of 
a more successful attempt at the introduction of new material (render) into the area, blending it 
with more traditional limestone and slate in order to sit comfortably alongside older buildings.

Predominant scale and massing
16.4.5 Buildings are generally between one and a half to two and a half storeys with pairs 
and rows of houses giving uniformity in height to most parts of the character area. They are 
generally small in scale although many have been sensitively extended to the side and rear.

Positive features
•	 Strong sense of place and character defined by winding roads, consistent building 

materials and scale, massing and design of buildings.
•	 Good survival of original limestone boundary walls

Negative features
•	 Loss of traditional features including timber doors and windows
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Appendix 1
Draft Local List methodology and criteria

The Draft Local List of non-designated heritage assets has been compiled in order to act as a 
planning tool. Heritage assets are usually included in a list because they are the best of their 
kind within a local authority area. Other assets are included because of the contribution that 
they make to the character of the local area.

By their very nature, buildings will make up the bulk of the list as they are the most visible of 
the historic assets and contribute greatly to the character of an area.

Conversely, archaeological sites will be greatly under-represented on the list due to the 
difficulty in establishing the nature and extent of any individual assets without first excavating, 
particularly within the urban environment. Designed Landscapes, pieces of art and other 
assets are low in overall number and so will make up a minor part of the list; they are also the 
least likely to be affected by development.

Criteria for Listing

General criteria

Locally listed heritage assets must meet all four of the following general criteria:

1.	 They must be a building, monument, site, place, area or landscape and should retain the 
majority of their original fabric, external design style and character.  

2.	 They must possess heritage interest that can be conserved and enjoyed.  
 
This can include physical things such as appearance and materials as well as associations 
with people or past events. The physical features of an asset can help illustrate these 
associations. 

3.	 Their value for the character and identity of the area must go beyond personal or family 
connections or the interest of individual property owners.  

4.	 They must have a level of significance that is greater than the general positive character of 
an area. 
 
To be added to the local list a heritage asset must possess heritage value to a level that 
merits consideration in planning. Registered heritage assets should stand out as being of 
greater significance than the general historic environment of which they form part. 
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Name and location of asset (please provide a photograph and map showing its location):

Type  
Which of the following best describes the asset?

Tick

A building or group of buildings

A monument or site (archaeological remains or a 
structure that is not a building)

A place (e.g. park, garden or natural space)

Detailed criteria

An asset must meet at least one of the criteria in each of the three sections below in order to 
be considered for inclusion on the list. Please provide as much information as possible on each 
criteria selected. The final decision on inclusion rests with North Kesteven District Council.
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Interest 
Does it have interest in any of the following ways?

Historic interest – a well-documented association with a person, event, episode of history 
or local industry (including agriculture)

Architectural interest – an example of an architectural style, a building of particular use, 
or a technique of building or use of materials

Artistic interest – It includes artistic endeavour to communicate meaning or use of design 
(including landscape design) to enhance its appearance
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Local value
Is the asset valued locally for any of the following reasons?

Association – It connects us to people and/or events that shaped the identity or character 
of the area

Illustration – It illustrates an aspect of the area’s past that makes an important contribution 
to its identity or character

Evidence – It is an important resource for understanding and learning about the area’s history

Aesthetic – It makes an important positive contribution to the appearance of the area 
(either unintentionally or through deliberate design)

Communal – It is important to the identity, cohesion, spiritual life or memory of all or part 
of the community
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Local significance
Do any of the following features make the asset stand out above the surrounding environment?

Age – Is it particularly old, or of a date or period that is significant to the local area?

Rarity – Is it unusual in the area or a rare survival of something that was once common?

Integrity – Is it largely complete or in a near to original condition?

Group value – Is it part of a group that have a close historic, aesthetic or communal association?

North Kesteven’s identity and history – Is it important to the identity or character of the 
district or part of it? Of particular interest may be buildings related to the agricultural or industrial 
past of the area or an historic industry, process or activity specific to the village or local area.

Other – Is there another way you think it has special value?
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Appendix 2
Old Methodist Chapel, Chapel Lane (Nos 1-4 inclusive)
5 and 6 Chapel Lane
East View, Chapel Lane
The Barns, The Granary and Long Barn, Chapel Road
6 and 7 Chapel Road
1 and 2 Chapel Yard
1 Church Road
2 Church Road
The Old Bakehouse, Church Road
7 Church Road
The Old Farmhouse, Church Road
21 Church Road
The Gardeners House, Hall Lane
Branston Old Hall, Hall Lane
Ice House in grounds of Branston Hall, Hall Lane
2, 4 and 6 Hall Lane
7, 9 and 11 Hall Lane
17 and 19 Hall Lane
25 and 27 Hall Lane
2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 High Street
12 High Street (Home Guard Club)
19 and 21 High Street
20 and 22 High Street
23 High Street
1, 2, 3 and 4 The Old School, High Street
War Memorial, Junction of High Street and Silver Street
The Old Sheepwash, High Street
12, 14, 16, 18, 20, 22 and 24 Lincoln Road
23 and 25 Lincoln Road
26 Lincoln Road
27 Lincoln Road
28, 30, 32, 34, and 36 Lincoln Road
51 and 53 Lincoln Road
Springfield House, Mere Lane
1 and 1A Silver Street
3 Silver Street including outbuilding to south-west
2, 4, 6, 8 and 10 Silver Street
11A and 15 Silver Street
17, 19, 21 and 21A Silver Street
23, 25, 35, 35A, 37 and Westward Cottage, Silver Street
39 Silver Street
12 Sleaford Road
The Stables and Springfield Cottage, Thackers Lane


