NETTLEHAM PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Office
Scothern Road
Nettleham
Lincoln LN2 2TU
Tel: 01522 750011
Email: parishcouncil@nettleham-pc.gov.uk
Website: www.nettleham-pc.gov.uk

Re: The Green Wedge Policy – LP 22
Submission of Hearing Statement on behalf of Nettleham Parish Council
Re: Day 16: Matter 15 Green Wedges Q3
Re: LP22 – We would respectfully submit that the Plan is not currently
sound in regard to this policy. The Green Wedge to the NE of Lincoln
shown in the Policies Map has a gap between Nettleham and the south side
of Cherry Willingham. This therefore fails to achieve some of the principal
objectives of Policy LP 22, namely 1. To protect the character and identity of the villages involved, in this case
Nettleham, North Greetwell & Cherry Willingham and to that aim to protect
them from a potential Lincoln urban area sprawl into this area of open
countryside. Throughout the 4 year period (2012 – 2015) of the promotion
of the Nettleham Neighbourhood Plan (NNP) by the Parish Council, this
requirement (i.e. of preventing the Village from becoming an “annex” of
Lincoln) was regarded as a cornerstone of the NNP and was widely
supported within the Community (but please see further below).
2. The current Green Wedge designation in this area does not provide a
wildlife corridor but is in effect a cul-de-sac, since the Green Wedge stops
at Greetwell Lane and then resumes to the east of Lincoln at Fiskerton
Road. The Green Wedge is intended to facilitate species migration but this
does not do so. The Green Infrastructure Study (2011) commissioned by
the Central Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit formed part of the evidence
base for the Local Plan provides evidence to support this. It is noteworthy
that the Green Infrastructure Study (2011) shows a green corridor, which
1

extends the current Green Wedge designation all the way to Fiskerton and
beyond as can be seen in Appendix NPC/A. The Parish Council would
therefore respectfully submit that the Green Wedge designation in the Local
Plan should be extended to cover the land between Greetwell Lane and
Fiskerton Road thereby resulting in a continuous green corridor between
the River Witham and the Fossdyke.
Accordingly, for the two reasons outlined above, in its Submitted Version of
the then Draft (now adopted) NNP, the Parish Council proposed an
enlarged Green Wedge area that extended eastwards from Greetwell Lane
to the eastern boundary of the Parish of Nettleham (Draft Policy E1 – see
Appendix NPC/ B; the NNP related solely to the Parish of Nettleham.
However, the Examiner was unable to endorse that particular policy for
technical reasons i.e. it was not in conformity with the then Local Plan
(being the West Lindsey Local Plan 2006 First Review). Nevertheless, in his
Report dated 30th September 2015 (at para 7.11 – see Appendix NPC/ C)
the Examiner stated “I can see that the Plan sets out its justification for
an extended green wedge (our emphasis). However my role is to examine
the NNP against the basic conditions rather than to develop Policy”.
Conclusion
We therefore submit that the Green Wedge designation to the NE of Lincoln
(shown in the Policies Map Page 2 and Inset 1) should be revised to form a
continuous Green Wedge area from Burton to Fiskerton Road, thus
providing a green corridor from the Fossdyke to the River Witham, with a
minimum width of 1km. The NNP can then be revised accordingly i.e. to
conform with the new Local Plan.
Cllrs John Evans & Terry Williams on behalf of Nettleham Parish Council
Dated: 10 October 2016
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APPENDIX NPC/A Extract from Green Infrastructure Study for Central
Lincolnshire (2011)
Lincoln AREA

Proposed Green Infrastructure
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APPENDIX NPC/B
Submission Version

Extract

from

Nettleham

Neighbourhood

Plan

Green Wedge
Public Consultations demonstrated a very strong desire to retain Nettleham’s village feel
being surrounded by open farmland. A key part of this is to ensure no coalescence with
Lincoln and retain the community’s sense of identity. The environmental policies in this
plan were supported by 98% of all respondents in a survey in July 2014.
It is also considered that this area forms an important green corridor to the north east of
Lincoln for migration of wildlife and insects and connects with other green corridors
identified within the emerging Local Plan. The gap between Nettleham and the A46 ring
road is only approximately 0.75 m (1.2km) and therefore would act as a severe pinch point
if further development encroached on to this land.
It is noted that The Green Infrastructure Study (2011) commissioned by Central
Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit states:

3.3.26 A network of Local Green Links connects the Lincoln Urban Green Grid to the
Strategic Green Access Links, greenspaces and habitats in the countryside
around the city. This network includes local GI linkages connecting the city
centre with open spaces throughout the built-up area and in the surrounding
countryside, including the River Witham corridor in particular. In addition to
providing a network of greenspaces and access links, the Lincoln Urban Green
Grid includes green roofs and walls to provide linkages for wildlife. Proposed
areas of search for new accessible natural greenspace required to meet the needs
of the expanded population are also shown on Figure 1.4c. Protection of
corridors of undeveloped land/countryside as green wedges between the built-up
area of Lincoln and the surrounding villages, to safeguard the city’s unique
setting and character, provides the opportunity to locate accessible natural
greenspace in these areas.
See APPENDIX D for relevant map from Green Infrastructure Study.
This philosophy also complies with the principles of the West Lindsey Local Plan (first
review) 2006 Strat 13, and the principal guiding policies of the Draft Central Lincs Local
Plan, which defines the area between Lincoln and Nettleham as a “priority area with key
opportunities for strategic Green Infrastructure enhancement, linkage and creation.”
Currently the WLDC Local plan (revised) 2006 saved policy Strat 13, specifies land between
Nettleham and Lincoln as protected green wedge between the A46 Lincoln Road and
Greetwell Lane.
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Since 2006 new planning applications have been approved which will take the settlement
boundaries of Lincoln to the edge of the A158/A46 Lincoln bypass to the north east of the
city thus restricting the wildlife corridor between Lincoln and Nettleham further. In
addition plans for further growth of Lincoln city
with Urban Extensions, including a substantial
one towards North Greetwell (ref. Central
Lincolnshire Preliminary Draft Plan 2014),
would have a major impact on this wildlife
corridor. It is therefore imperative that the
Nettleham green wedge is extended now to
preserve farm land south of the settlement of
Nettleham from the western boundary to the
eastern boundary of the parish along the A158.
It is recognised that this green wedge designation will not restrict development that is
covered by agricultural or other permitted development but seeks to define and protect the
southern boundary of Nettleham and preserve Nettleham’s sense of identity.
This Neighbourhood Plan will be reviewed in 2023 and at that time the actual scale of
development of the Lincoln conurbation will be known. The green wedge policy detailed
here will then be reviewed in light of development plans at that time. In the meantime it is
considered to be more prudent to conserve it while we still can.

Policy E - 1 Protect the Green Wedge
Housing development which restricts the visual/physical gap between Lincoln and
Nettleham will not be permitted. This agricultural, wildlife and biodiversity land corridor
will be protected as a green wedge. The green wedge will stretch from the south of the
built settlement of Nettleham to the A46/A158 NE of Lincoln. The wedge will stretch from
the western boundary of the Parish of Nettleham to the eastern boundary. This policy will
be reviewed in 2023 after the Central Lincolnshire Strategy Plan (2016-2036) is finalised.
This green wedge protection excludes the small Local Authority registered area of land off
Lodge Lane designated exclusively for employment purposes NE (2).
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APPENDIX NPC/C Extract from Nettleham Neighbourhood Plan Examiners
Report.
.

Policy E1 The Green Wedge

.

7.11 This policy sets out to identify and safeguard a green wedge to
the south of the village and with a view to prevent its
coalescence with Lincoln to its south. This approach reflects the
identification of a green wedge in this area in both the saved
2006 Local Plan and the emerging CLLP. In the case of the NNP
the identified green wedge is larger than in both the saved and
the emerging local plan. In detail the NNP proposed green
wedge extends to the east of Greetwell Lane. I can see that the
Plan sets out its justification for an extended green wedge.
However my role is to examine the NNP against the basic
conditions rather than to develop policy. Given the scale of the
proposed extension to the green wedge and the proposed
retention of the extent of the green wedge from the saved local
plan in the emerging CLLP I am not satisfied that the NNP
proposal is in general conformity with strategic local plan policies.
This situation can be remedied by the identification of the saved
local plan green wedge in the NNP. This is reflected in my
proposed modification below.
Revise the boundary of the green wedge to that included in
the saved Local Plan
Remove associated elements of supporting text that refer to the
proposed spatial extension of the green wedge in the submitted
plan.
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