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Introduction

1.0

INTRODUCTION

1.1

This statement has been prepared by Barton Willmore LLP on behalf of Cyden Homes
Limited, which controls land to the south of Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham, identified
by the South East Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit (JPU) as land at Bleak House Farm (site
reference CL4363), hereafter referred to as ‘the site’. A site boundary plan is provided at
Appendix 1.

1.2

Cyden Homes is committed to the delivery of new housing development from the site. AN
outline planning application was submitted to West Lindsey District Council (WLDC) in
March 2016, for the development of up to 300 homes. The application was reported to
WLDC’s Planning Committee in July 2016, with officer recommendation to grant planning
permission. A copy of the planning officer’s report is provided at Appendix 2.

1.3

Planning permission was refused by WLDC, principally due to conflict with policy LP2 of
the Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (‘the Local Plan’).

1.4

The site is promoted as an omission site, for allocation for the development of 300 homes.
The site could make a contribution to housing delivery in the first five years of the Local
Plan, in a sustainable location and with high quality new homes, including the provision
of affordable housing.

1.5

For the reasons set out in our statements responding to Matters 2, 3 and 5, on behalf of
our client, the Local Plan is unsound. Where possible, we have recommended
modifications to the Local Plan to rectify the parts of the Local Plan which are deemed
unsound. We trust our submissions will assist the Inspectors appointed to examine the
Local Plan and in arriving at a positive outcome for the Examination.
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Issue 5a - General Questions

2.0

ISSUE 5A - GENERAL QUESTIONS

Q1.

Was the site selection process robust? Were an appropriate selection of
potential sites assessed? Were appropriate criteria taken into account in
deciding which sites to select and was the assessment against these criteria
robust? How was the red, amber, green scoring system in the R e s i d e n t i a l

A l l o c a t i o n s Ev i d e n c e R e p o r t used to arrive at conclusions on the preferred
allocations? Was any weighting given to particular criteria or scores? How was
the Integrated Impact Assessment Score used given it is omitted from some site
assessments? Was the previously developed status of land taken into account?
2.1

The process for site selection at Cherry Willingham was not robust.

2.2

Firstly, the Residential Allocations Evidence Report is flawed in its assessment of our land
south of Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham (ref: CL4363) for the following reasons:
i.

The report assesses a wider area south of Hawthorn Road, extending from the
western edge of Cherry Willingham to the eastern edge of ‘Little Cherry’. This is
nearly double the area which is promoted by Cyden Homes for allocation in the
Local Plan (please refer to Appendix 1).

ii.

The report states that the proposed allocation sites located to the south-east of
the village “can be part of a ‘rounding off’ of the settlement. This view is not
expressed in the comments relating to our client’s site.
In our view, this applies equally, if not more, to our client’s site, which is situated
to the north and west of the settlement, with existing development located to the
south of the railway line extending much further to the west towards Lincoln, and
Hawthorn Road forming the northern boundary of the site.

iii.

The report states that proposed allocations are identified as being “well located”
whereas our client’s site is noted as being “fairly well placed for access to the
village centre”. However, the ‘traffic light’ scoring of sites shows that our client’s
site is preferable in terms of access to the primary school. The scoring does not
support the JPU’s stated conclusions in this respect.
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iv.

Issue 5a - General Questions

With regard to the scoring of our client’s site (ref: CL4363) on pages 346-347 of
the Residential Allocations Evidence Report, we draw the Inspectors’ attention to
the WLDC officer’s report (provided at Appendix 2) which includes the
assessment of the planning application submitted by Cyden Homes in March 2016
and reported to WLDC’s Planning Committee in July 2016. This confirmed financial
contributions towards both healthcare and education provision would be
acceptable to mitigate the impacts of the development proposed.
The report also confirms that the local highways authority (Lincolnshire County
Council) had no objections to the application. The development would not result
in any harm to listed buildings, as indicated in the report, and that opportunities
for maximising biodiversity benefits were supported by Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust.
The development was also considered acceptable in terms of providing adequate
surface water drainage and with respect to the loss of best and most versatile
agricultural land.
In conclusion, the assessment of our client’s planning application by WLDC’s
officers and statutory consultees shows that the Residential Allocations Evidence
Report is flawed and indicates that the site should have been allocated for housing
in the Local Plan.

v.

In addition, a Landscape and Visual Summary Appraisal has been prepared by
Barton Willmore on behalf of Cyden Homes. This provides an assessment of the
landscape and visual effects arising from the development our client’s site; the
proposed allocations, drawing a comparison with the effects arising from the
development of land south of Hawthorn Road; and the cumulative effects of both
sites being developed. In summary, this report concludes that the allocation of
the site to the south of Hawthorn Road, in preference to the proposed allocations,
or, in additional to them if necessary, is justified.

2.3

We also find that the scoring contained in the JPU’s Integrated Impact Assessment is
flawed. Our client’s site (ref: CL4363) scores 2 “major positive” effects in the assessment
set out on page 387 of the report (equal with the proposed allocations at Cherry
Willingham), whereas it is reported in the Residential Allocations Evidence Report as
scoring 1 major positive effect.
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2.4

Issue 5a - General Questions

The scoring in the Integrated Impact Assessment is unjustified, having regard to the
position secured through the assessment of our client’s planning application, as
summarised above.

2.5

It is also important in our view that the local support afforded to the site by Cherry
Willingham Parish Council (CWPC), and the concerns raised relating to the proposed
allocations, do not appear to have been afforded any weight in the selection of sites. We
draw the Inspectors’ attention to the Cherry Willingham 2020 Community Plan (Appendix
3); CWPC’s response to the Proposed Submission Local Plan consultation (Appendix 4)
and the comments made by CWPC in July 2016 in response to our client’s planning
application (Appendix 5). Specifically, these state:
“In terms of the principle for development, [CWPC]
has previously indicated through the CW2020
Community Plan and the emerging village
Neighbourhood
Plan
that
Hawthorn
Road
constituted a preferred direction growth for the
village.” (Appendix 4)
and
“… the Parish Council had indicated through West
Lindsey District Council and the Central Lincolnshire
Joint Planning Unit, their aspirations for growth in
a preferred direction (to achieve other identified
village objectives in respect of open space,
woodland/village walks/parkland context/ a tying
together of the village form and to take advantage
of an opportunity to create a new distinctive village
character) to the west of the Community School.”
(Appendix 5)

2.6

For the reasons set out above, we conclude that the site selection process was not robust.
In the case of Cherry Willingham, significant errors have been made which have resulted
in client’s site not being included as a proposed allocation for residential development.
The allocations proposed at Cherry Willingham in Policy LP52 are therefore unsound as
they are not justified.

2.7

Taking into account the assessment of the site and the proposed development of up to
300 new homes set out in the WLDC officer’s report (Appendix 2); the JPU’s own
assessments in the Local Plan evidence base; and the support of Cherry Willingham Parish
Council to the principle of development of the site, we conclude that an allocation for the
site is necessary for the Local Plan to be found sound.
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Q2.

Issue 5a - General Questions

Are there any significant factors that indicate that any sites should not have
been allocated?

2.8

Yes, as set out above. We therefore object to the proposed allocations to Cherry
Willingham include in Policy LP52 and recommend that land south of Hawthorn Road
(Appendix 1) is allocated for the development of 300 new homes.

Q3.

Is

there

any

risk

that

site

conditions

and

constraints

might

prevent

development or adversely affect viability and delivery? Are all sites viable and
deliverable?
2.9

We are not aware of any site conditions and/or constraints which might prevent the
development of the proposed allocations at Cherry Willingham. However, our client notes
that the developer, Taylor Lindsey, has a questionable ‘track record’ in the delivery of
new homes from other sites. This includes examples where sites have secured allocations
and/or planning permissions, have been implemented but have then not come forward for
years (decades in some cases) before housing completions have been recorded.

2.10

The Government is clearly concerned with land-banking and sites not coming forward
quickly once planning permission has been granted.

2.11

Cyden Homes has demonstrated a commitment to bring the site forward, having submitted
an outline planning application earlier in 2016. Cyden Homes is a local housebuilder with
a proven track record in delivery.

2.12

We therefore consider there to be risks that the proposed allocations might not come
forward in the short to medium term, and so not contributing to the national priority of
boosting the delivery of housing by 2020.

Q4.

Are the site boundaries correctly defined?

2.13

No. We include a plan at Appendix 1 of this statement which details the correct site
boundaries for our client’s land to the south of Hawthorn Road (ref: CL4363).
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Issue 5d - Allocations in Large Villages

3.0

ISSUE 5D - ALLOCATIONS IN LARGE VILLAGES - POLICY LP52

Q11.

Are the allocations in the Large Villages justified, effective and consistent with
national policy?

3.1

No, the allocations at Cherry Willingham are not justified, for the reasons set out in our
response to Issues 5a, above. Any consideration of the proposed allocations being
retained in addition to the allocation of our client’s site should be a matter to discuss at
the Examination hearing.
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4.0

Issue 5f - Development in
Hamlets and the Countryside

ISSUE 5F - DEVELOPMENT IN HAMLETS AND THE COUNTRYSIDE POLICY LP55

Q19.

As identified through Issues 3c and 3d above, Policies LP2, LP3 and LP4 accept
the possibility of development on the edge of settlements. In contrast, Policy
LP55 restricts new dwellings in the countryside. In this context how will the
‘countryside’ and ‘appropriate locations’ (as per Policy LP2) be defined? Does
Part D need to provide a caveat, explanation and/or other mechanisms so as
not to preclude residential development under Policies LP2 and LP4?

4.1

For the reasons set out in our separate response to Matter 3, we support the inclusion of
a cross-reference in Policy LP55 to Policies LP2, LP3 and LP4, so that LP55 does not
preclude ‘additional growth’.
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APPENDIX 2
WLDC’s Officer’s Report (ref: 134103: Land South of Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham)

1 - Cherry Willingham

1

1 - Cherry Willingham

Officers Report
Planning Application No: 134103
PROPOSAL: Outline planning application for the erection of up to 300no.
dwellings, ancillary public open space, landscaping, drainage with
vehicular accesses from Hawthorn Road and pedestrian-cycle access
from Green Lane with all matters reserved.
LOCATION: Land South of Hawthorn Road Cherry Willingham
WARD: Cherry Willingham
WARD MEMBER(S): Cllr Mrs A Welburn, Cllr A J Bridgwood and Cllr C
Darcel
APPLICANT NAME: Cyden Homes Limited
TARGET DECISION DATE: 01/06/2016
DEVELOPMENT TYPE: Major - Dwellings
CASE OFFICER: George Backovic
RECOMMENDED DECISION: That the decision to grant planning
permission, subject to conditions and the resolution of any outstanding
archaeology issues, be delegated to the Chief Operating Officer, to
enable the completion and signing of an agreement under section 106 of
the Planning Act 1990 (as amended) pertaining to:-

Capital contribution towards Primary School facilities (£665,309)
in lieu of on-site provision;
Capital contribution (£425 per dwelling) towards Health care
provision (Total £127,500)
Details of the provision , management and maintenance of open
space comprising not less than 10% of the total site area,
Provision of affordable housing on site (type and tenure to be
agreed).

And, in the event of the s106 not being completed and signed by all
parties within 6 months from the date of this Committee, or, in the event
of no resolution of the archaeological issues, then the application be
reported back to the next available Committee meeting following the
expiration of the 6 months.

Description:
The site is located on the western fringes of Cherry Willingham and comprises
a roughly square shaped area of land comprising sections of three fields
separated by hedgerows. Hawthorn Road runs along its northern frontage
with open countryside beyond. The Cherry Willingham Community School is
located to the east with playing fields and tennis courts between the school
buildings and the application site. A dense hedgerow runs along this entire
boundary. To the south beyond the application site is agricultural land used for
pasture with a rolling topography that falls away to the south. To the west of
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the site is open countryside. A relatively narrow off shot from the application
site extends in a south easterly direction towards Green Lane. Total site area
is 13.13 hectares.
Proposal
This outline application seeks permission for up to 300 dwellings, ancillary
public open space, landscaping, drainage reserved, with vehicular accesses
from Hawthorn Road and pedestrian-cycle access from Green Lane with all
matters reserved. Despite the outline nature of the application an indicative
masterplan is provided showing that the access would be via two junctions
with Hawthorn Road serving the residential development. Areas of public
open space and planting are also indicated. A 3 metre wide shared pedestrian
/ cycle access is also shown linking to Green Lane to the south. A number of
attenuation ponds are also proposed which form part of the overall surface
water drainage strategy for the site.
The development has been assessed in the context of Schedule 2 of the
Regulations and after taking account of the criteria in Schedule 3 it has been
concluded that the development is not likely to have significant effects on the
environment by virtue of its nature, size or location. Neither is the site within a
sensitive area as defined in Regulation 2(1). Therefore the development is not
‘EIA development’.
Relevant history: None
Representations:
Chairman/Ward member(s): Cllr Welburn: Requests that the application is
brought to committee for determination.
Cherry Willingham Parish Council: A detailed response to the Transport
Assessments and modelling has been submitted (Appendix 1)
Local residents: Objections have been received from:
Numbers 17, 19, 20, 23, 28, 82 (x2), 88, 94 and 121 Jubilee Close; 3 The
Chase, Reepham; 1A Minster Drive, 23 Hawthorn Avenue, 3 Kennel Walk,
Reepham; 4 Franklin Way, 10 Church Hill, 1 Heathcroft, 9 Elm Avenue, 3
Church Lane , 3 Becke Close and 92 Hawthorn Road. In summary:
With the now closure of Hawthorn Road which is going to cause endless
problems for traffic, to have another 300 homes which is another 300 cars
plus a lot of families have 2 cars (600) the traffic situation is going to be
horrendous. Our village is disappearing into a huge estate. If this gets passed
then the next field will be built on, where does it all end? The infrastructure is
only just coping now, trying to get Doctor's appointment is hard enough. The
roads are in a dreadful state already with the amount of traffic. Cherry
Willingham village just cannot cope. Developers don't seem to take this into
consideration. We already have more new homes being built off Hawthorn
road/avenue. How much more traffic can a village cope with. Will the council
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be prepared to spend thousands and thousands sorting out the roads and
infrastructure, I don't think so !
Much attention has been given in the plans to encourage use of public
transport or to travel by bike or on foot, however, people living in a country
location use cars regardless. Access from the proposed site to Lincoln using
Hawthorn Road will shortly be cut off by the new by-pass which leaves two
ways into town from this site; either via Kennel Lane, Reepham to the main
Wragby Lincoln road, or via Cherry Willingham Village. Neither of these roads
is suitable for a heavy increase in traffic. The Cherry Willingham route is
particularly bad, with many twists and turns, ups and downs and an awkward
bridge and is routed right through much of Cherry housing, not to mention
passing two schools along the way. It is so bad that I never use it myself
unless traffic is very heavy at the Lincoln end. All the traffic currently using
Hawthorn Road into town will inevitably be diverted past my property and into
Kennel Lane, with its double bends and exit onto the fast moving traffic of the
Wragby road. It is not adapted to handle even more traffic from this new
development. What is being done to address this potential traffic nightmare?
Several small and large planning applications have been granted in recent
years in Cherry Willingham which have gradually reduced the greener areas
of the village and increased the population. The addition of 300 homes in one
go would increase the housing stock by around 25% and the population by at
least 10%. This edge of the village sprawl takes the village into town size
territory and the impact on services and infrastructure potentially huge and
unmeasured or accounted for in the associated documents.
There should be consideration of the available places at local medical
practices, schools, dentists and not just an expression of interest in
contributing but a financial agreement with agencies made integral as part of
planning consent.
There should also be solid agreements with highways regarding speed limits,
footpaths, street lighting and junction improvements. I live in an area of the
village where footpaths and lighting were not wholly considered with planning
consent and although a retrospective footpath was eventually installed after
many complaints, lighting has never been added. The speed limit, at 40mph,
especially as it nears village limits is frighteningly exceeded and is not able to
be effectively enforced or calmed. These are situations I would fear would
occur in the case of this application. We should not rely on accident data
alone we should be more proactive than that.
The impact of the closure of Hawthorn Road and the LEB is untested and the
traffic reports conducted by the applicant are therefore not necessarily
relevant and speculative. As the recent inquiry inspector noted a number of
roads and junctions in the vicinity are already reaching if not at capacity.
The condition of Hawthorn Road is poor, it has been patched and minor
repairs completed on many occasions but remains hazardous in both dry and
wet conditions. The footpath/cycle path is well used, particularly by school
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children. Two new junctions onto this road will create hazards for pedestrians,
cyclists and drivers. Especially should speed restrictions and lighting not be a
planning condition.
Main concern is vehicular traffic in the area as there will be only 2 routes out
of the site:
Through the centre of Cherry Willingham, passing the Secondary School, onto
Fiskerton Rd and then onto the Outer Circle / Monks Rd roundabout. Out of
Cherry Willingham via Kennel Road onto the A158. I do not believe that
consideration has been given to the fact that Kennel Lane leads onto the
A158 the main road to the coast. During the summer months and Bank
Holidays this becomes a bottle neck, this situation can only be made worse by
village traffic exiting and entering the village using this route. Has any
provision been made for traffic control on these 2 routes? The third route
currently out of the site via Hawthorn Rd will be closed by Lincoln Council as
part of the new Bypass. It is a shame that mention of this proposed planning
application was not available to be presented to the Public enquiry which did
express concern about possible traffic concerns.
The junction at Green Lane is not suitably marked nor does it provide footpath
access to this junction. Visibility from this junction due to its location and width
is not very good.
The aesthetic character of the ancient meadow on which this application plans
to develop would, obviously, be completely ruined, as will the Cathedral views
for the residents of both Jubilee Close and the houses backing onto the rail
line. Factors which will have been paid for by these residents in the form of
house prices which will clearly be impacted.
Animal life on this meadow would be destroyed or driven out, there are
families of rabbits, moles, and of course the horses on this land along with
undoubtedly a lot of less visible wildlife.
High-speed broadband access. As fibre is not available at my particular house
(despite the local exchange being converted) the only method I have to
receive high-speed broadband is the Quickline wireless broadband service as
recommended to me by West Lindsey District Council. This requires line of
sight to Lincoln Cathedral, and should this be broken by any proposed
development it will reduce me to a substandard ADSL circuit. As an IT
professional who does most of his work from home this would be a huge
problem for me and cause significant issues for my ability to do my job.
I bought this house for the specific reasons that it adjoined a quiet field with
Cathedral views. I have an expectation of privacy as most of my garden is
obscured from the view of anyone. I have access to high-speed internet as
explained above. The removal of all these things will reduce my house price
by an amount I have no idea how to quantify.
Any development on this plot would therefore have a direct impact on the
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local traffic, the enjoyment of my property and views, my income from my job
and my wealth from the value of my property. I have no choice therefore but
to object to this application strongly.
As a village we have now had four housing developments in very recent
years- Lady Meers, Waterford Lane, Jubilee Close and Cherry Paddocks we
need to secure our village status or we will end up being over developed and
just an 'extension' of Lincoln. This has happened to other villages and
especially North Hykeham.
Finally, our current public transport to the village is not sufficient enough, we
don't have a Sunday bus service. 300 new homes being built with the only
vehicle access via Hawthorn Road with its impending closure due to the
Eastern bypass will drive even more traffic through the village. There cannot
be any provisions made as the decision to close Hawthorn Road at Bunkers
Hill has already been made. This will mean potentially up to 600 more cars
driving past a secondary school and through the village using either Croft
Lane or Kennel Lane. I strongly object as I do not believe any consideration
has been taken into account for inevitable traffic congestion and potential for
accidents in a residential area.
There is no provision for traffic management as part of the plan to reduce the
risks to pedestrians. The solution would be to place a number of well-lit
crossings on Croft Lane, Hawthorne Road, Church Lane, Waterford Lane and
High Street. This would have to be consulted with the local residents as they
would be affected by light pollution, invasion of privacy and pollution from
vehicles. Increasing the number of vehicles will increase local pollution in all
categories which is an unfair imposition for the local residents. There are no
details of plans for how the increase in pollution would be mitigated; we live in
a quiet village for a reason.
There are no details on emergency vehicle delays to the development with the
closure of Hawthorn Road, the increase in traffic through the village may slow
response times for people living on the new development and the current
residents To dismiss the potential delay is negligent.
The submitted plans show the introduction of a walkway along the boundary
line of my property, connecting the new development to the school sports
field. I have concerns that this would require lights to be fitted along the route
and would shine into the rear of my home, in addition this would increase the
footfall to the rear of the property and potentially impact on the noise within
my home. At present there is a large degree of waste foliage within the rear
area and I am concerned with its removal, how this will impact on my
boundary fencing and potential up keep of the area. . The submitted plans do
not show if this development will be brought to the same elevation as my
property, with their being a drop in height of approximately 2 feet, I have
concerns that any homes built would be able to look directly into the rear of
my family home and invade our privacy, and ultimately affect the sale price of
our home. The village facilities already stretched there does not appear to be
due consideration to the village facilities, i.e. GP and school. To the rear of
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my property, the plans show the inclusion of soak a way's, how are these to
be managed and secured to avoid young children going into the area and
potential for any flooding.
I have concerns that there are not enough details as to the type of houses to
be build, at present I have a clear view and am concerned at any high
buildings and their impact on limiting the light within my property. I have
concerns about the noise and dust from the development and how its impact
on the environment will be limited. In addition to site working hours in order to
avoid any unnecessary disturbance to sleep patterns.
We wish to object strongly to the development on this site as the view from
our property across open land will be disrupted. Our 4 year old daughter’s
bedroom overlooks the fields with animals, and we feel this is much more
beneficial than overlooking a new housing development.
Chair of Cherry Willingham Primary School.
We currently have 294 pupils enrolled. In key stage 1 we currently have less
than 10 spaces available. Within Key stage 2 we currently exceed the
government’s good practice recommendations with class sizes averaging 32.
We do not have provision to take pupils across any of the higher year groups.
To try and strategically react to increasing demands the head teacher is in the
process of converting a previous non-teaching area into an additional
classroom for September 2016. This has incurred considerable costs from our
capital budget. Once this space is completed we will not have any further
options with the existing floor space to meet likely anticipated numbers that
would be generated from the new build project. Significant capital would have
to be invested to create new teaching space if families want their children to
learn in a good, local, nearby community school.
It needs to be noted that a number of parents already bring their children from
Lincoln and surrounding villages. Whilst acknowledging the safe learning
environment that Cherry school offers it is also due in part because
neighbouring schools (Carlton Academy, Scothern, Reepham and Nettleham)
are already at capacity. With the increased catchment area it results in an
increased traffic flow of parents dropping off/ picking up children in an already
congested residential area. Our neighborhood PCSO and policing team are
often required to complete audits and intervene in a prohibitive way when
children and local residents are put at risk.
With major vehicular access for the development proposed via Hawthorn
Road it can be reasonably anticipated that there will be a significant increase
at key points of the day. The school along with the LEA, road safety
partnership and police have tried to put in place strategies to minimize risk.
Options are now limited. Inevitably with increased numbers this may be
further compromised. Parents are also likely to then enter Lincoln via
Fiskerton road on leaving / returning to school, thus adding further congestion
to the east of the city, especially as the northern route out of the village will be
blocked through the development of the eastern bypass at some unspecified
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date. Until I brought this information to Mrs. Evans the head teacher she has
not been made aware of any plans or consulted on the strategic implications
for the primary school. On a personal note, Cherry Willingham prides itself as
a village community. It has over recent decades adapted to local demands
and society’s needs. However, throughout this it has remained distinct from
Lincoln. The race to become part of suburbia in a greater Lincoln area is not
one that we should willingly accept or be driven to. I trust that these significant
factors will be taken into account when determining if the proposal goes to the
next stage of the consultation process. The implications for public services
across parts of the community are likely to be significant in an already over
stretched financial environment if recommendations are made to go ahead
without effective planning.
Jubilee Park Management Company
We write as the agents for the Jubilee Park Management Co Ltd, the
Management Company for the public open space associated with the existing
residential development to the south-east of the application site. The land to
which I refer is identified on the 'Opportunities and Constraints Plan' within the
planning application as 'existing green space' and is adjacent to Jubilee
Close. It has been brought to our attention that the application proposes, or at
the very least suggests the potential of, a pedestrian connection from the
development site through the public open space and onwards to Croft Lane.
This land is within our ownership and there is no public right of way that would
allow access from the adjoining land through the open space. Furthermore,
we have not been approached about the potential for a right of way, nor would
we be willing to enter into negotiations on this matter. In short, this is not a
pedestrian connection that would be deliverable by the applicant and we
lodge an objection to any scheme which proposes this. In addition, it is also
noted that the same Opportunities and Constraints Plan identifies possible
connections to the north and south of the School's playing field. Again, as far
as we are aware, there are no public rights of way over this land and therefore
we would severely question the ability of these connections to be delivered.

Freeth solicitors on behalf of Taylor Lindsey
We are instructed to act on behalf of our client, Taylor Lindsey Limited, to
submit an objection against the above planning application.
In summary it is submitted that the application proposal does not constitute
sustainable development as defined by paragraph 7 of the NPPF and does
not represent an appropriate solution to deliver the housing requirements of
Cherry Willingham. The site is outside of the settlement boundary and poorly
related to the main built up area of the village causing harm both in landscape
and sustainability terms and compares weakly to the alternative sites
proposed for allocation in the emerging Central Lincolnshire Local Plan. The
Development Plan comprises the Saved Policies of the West Lindsey Local
Plan (2006). The main relevant policies guiding the principle of development
are Policy STRAT12 (Development in the Open Countryside), Policy STRAT3
(Settlement Hierarchy) and Policy SUS1 (Development Proposals and
Transport Choice).
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In terms of emerging policy the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan will shortly
commence public consultation (15 April 2016) on the Proposed Submission
Local Plan. The Central Lincolnshire Joint Strategic Planning Committee
approved this consultation in March 2016 and as part of the background
papers, the Proposed Submission Version of the Plan is available to view.
Policy LP52 sets out residential allocations in ‘Large Villages’ and identifies
that sites CL1179, CL1181 and CL 4433 should be allocated for development
within Cherry Willingham, providing a total of 373 dwellings. These sites are
located on the east side of the village, situated adjacent to each other and are
owned and promoted by our client, Taylor Lindsey.
Policy STRAT3 defines Cherry Willingham (but excluding Hawthorn Avenue)
as a primary rural settlement which is second with the hierarchy to the towns
of the district. Whilst Policy STRAT6 allows limited small scale and infill
housing within the confines of the settlement boundary, the application site is
neither small scale or within the settlement boundary. Accordingly the site is
within ‘open countryside’ and the principle of development falls to be
considered under Policy STRAT12. This policy confirms that development will
not be granted for development proposals outside of the settlement unless it
is essential to the needs of agriculture, horticulture, forestry, minerals
extraction or other uses which require a countryside location. The principle of
residential development is therefore contrary to the adopted local plan in
regards to its location, although clearly regard is required to the NPPF and in
particular paragraph 14, the presumption in favour of sustainable
development. The merits of the ‘planning balance’ are considered below
Although adjacent to the settlement boundary, the position of the proposed
development has an awkward relationship with the existing built up area of the
village. With the exception of the school buildings which broadly form 50% of
the eastern boundary of the part of the application site envisaged for
development, the site is bordered by open countryside, which is situated to
the north, west and south. Even to the east the school’s playing fields form
approx. 50% of the adjoining land, contributing to the green character and
peripheral location of the surroundings. As a consequence the development
site relates poorly to the pattern of built development in the village and the
scheme would be detrimental and visually intrusive to the character of the
countryside and settlement.
The Landscape Character Assessment commissioned by the Parish Council
(dated 2014) to inform the Cherry Willingham Neighbourhood Plan recognises
the above point, with land identified as ‘1B’ in the assessment (which covers
the majority of the application site), advising that any development, in
landscape terms, should be restricted purely to the edge of the settlement.
The application site is largely classed as being sensitive to change with a high
visual sensitivity and important views existing from Hawthorn Road to the
edge of the settlement and the wider landscape. The proposed scheme would
have a significantly harmful impact on such views and given the scale and
density of the scheme, this will not be satisfactorily mitigated.
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The Planning and Design and Access Statement, Indicative Masterplan and
the Opportunities and Constraints Plan discuss the merits of the application in
terms of walking and cycling provision and accessibility to key services.
However, in practice connection to the village centre appears significantly
more problematic than reported. Pedestrian routes from the site to the east
are shown on the Opportunities and Constraints Plan but there appears no
evidence to demonstrate that these routes are available. Two potential routes
are identified at the north and southern boundaries of the school playing
fields, but no right of way exists and this involves access of private land. The
playing field is associated with the school and is not publically accessible
open space. In addition the Opportunities and Constraints Plan appears to
advocate the potential of a connection through open space associated with
the residential development to the south east of the site. The masterplan does
not show any route linking to open space and any route would be divorced
from the proposed housing and would require land outside of the application
site. Again there is no public right of way through the open space identified on
the Opportunities and Constraints Plan and this is owned by the management
company responsible for its maintenance. Having regard for these factors
connection through to Croft Lane from the site does not appear deliverable
and this is significantly harmful to the proposed development’s accessibility
and sustainability credentials. An alternative route is promoted via a proposed
pedestrian and cycle link to Green Lane. However, the isolation of such a
route is extremely questionable in community/crime safety terms and
furthermore involves access via a bridge over the railway line that contains no
separate pedestrian path. The distance to the village centre coupled with the
safety concerns identified mean that this route is unlikely to be utilised by
future residents. As a consequence residents will be left with no option but to
access Croft Lane (and the village centre) via Hawthorn Road, which for
particularly the southern half of the development is going to be unattractive
and a convoluted route. On this basis the development is not considered
satisfactorily well connected in pedestrian terms to the main services and
facilities of the village and therefore fails the requirements of Policy SUS1 of
the Local Plan. This deficiency is contrary to a core planning principle of
managing patterns of growth to make the full possible use of non-car modes
of transport, including walking.
As referenced above, the emerging Central Lincolnshire Plan has reached the
Proposed Submission Consultation Stage and it is likely that the Plan will be
submitted for examination prior to the determination of this application. In
accordance with paragraph 216 of the NPPF the weight provided to emerging
plans shall be dictated by the stage of preparation of the plan and the extent
of unresolved objections. Whilst it is clear that full weight would not be
appropriate, the emerging Central Lincolnshire Plan is making appropriate
provision for dwellings to meet the requirement for Cherry Willingham and the
sites proposed for allocation (CL1179, CL1181 and CL4433) have been
thoroughly analysed and concluded to represent the best options for
development for the village. These sites are significantly better related to the
existing settlement in terms of the pattern of development, impact on
landscape and accessibility and sustainability credentials.
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As identified within this objection the proposed development would create a
number of adverse impacts on settlement pattern, landscape character and
through the failure to provide sufficiently accessible, safe and desirable
pedestrian connections to the village’s facilities and services. These adverse
impacts would create significant harm against the social and environmental
strands of sustainable development and competing against the background of
more sustainable development options emerging through the Central
Lincolnshire Local Plan, it is concluded that the adverse impacts of the
proposed development significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits
when assessed against the policies in the Framework as a whole.

Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans
Cherry Willingham Parish Council are in the process of producing a
Neighbourhood Plan which seeks to support the proposed allocations to the
east of the village within the emerging Central Lincolnshire Local plan
(submission version April 2016). The Neighbourhood Plan has not been
published as a draft Plan (Regulation 14) as of yet, but there are emerging
policies within the document that seeks to refrain from major development
taking place to the north of the village. Only once the Neighbourhood Plan has
been published will it be available for formal public consultation. In the current
West Lindsey Local Plan (2006), Cherry Willingham is considered a ‘primary
rural’ settlement and where only limited (5-10 units) growth is encouraged
away from the proposed allocations (STRAT 3). Although the emerging
Central Lincolnshire Local plan identifies Cherry Willingham as a ‘large
village,’ it is not focusing on allocating growth to the north of the village where
this proposal is located, but instead looking to direct major growth to the east
of the village. The proposed development site in contrary to the spatial
strategy of both the existing and emerging local plan.
LCC Education
I can advise that a part education contribution is sought from the proposal. I
have calculated the level of contribution relative to the proposed number of
dwellings, the type of dwellings proposed and the current projected position in
both local primary and secondary schools and school-based sixth forms, as
we have a statutory duty to ensure sufficiency of provision.
This development would result in a direct impact on local Schools. In this
case just the primary schools at Cherry Willingham are projected,
notwithstanding the proposed development, to be full in the future to the
permanent capacity of the school. A contribution is therefore requested to
mitigate against the impact of the development at local level. This is a
recognisable and legitimate means of addressing an impact on infrastructure,
accords with the NPPF (2012) and fully complies with CIL regulations, we feel
it is necessary, directly related, fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind
to the development proposed in this application.
The level of contribution sought in this case equates to £665,309. This is on
the basis of recent research by Lincolnshire Research Observatory utilised to
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calculate pupil product ratio (PPR) and then that is multiplied by the number of
homes proposed to calculate the number of pupils generated. This is then
multiplied by the prevailing cost multiplier per pupil place to give the mitigation
cost request. The PPR calculation illustrates that some 59 primary places will
be required in the locality as a direct consequence of this development and,
as there is insufficient capacity available, we propose the applicant should
mitigate the effect of the proposal by payment of a capital contribution to allow
creation of more capacity.
At present projections show that, excluding the effect of the development in
question, Cherry Willingham Primary School will have no permanent surplus
places by 2018 when it is reasonable to presume this development would be
complete or well on the way.
As mentioned above, we feel our request complies with the policies and
guidance set out in NPPF (2012). It is necessary, reasonable and directly
related to the proposed development and we have taken into account up to
date projections of pupil numbers in existing schools.
I have used the hypothetical mix of houses provided by the applicant to
illustrate the likely level of contribution and formulae could be used in the
requested S.106 agreement that details the eventual total to be paid, based
on the full or reserved matters application. I set out below the impact in terms
of number of pupils relative to the 2, 3, 4+ bedroom dwellings proposed within
this application:
House Type

No of
Properties

PPR
Primary

Primary
Pupils

PPR
Secondary

Secondary
Pupils

2 Bedroom
3 Bedroom
4+ Bedroom

94
78
113

0.09
0.17
0.33

9
13
37

0.09
0.17
0.27

9
13
30

PPR
Sixth
Form
0.018
0.034
0.054

The calculation of the contribution is therefore: 59 Primary Places at £12,257
equals £723,163.00. 52 secondary places at £18,469.00 which is reduced to
zero due to capacity at Cherry Willingham Community School. 10 school
based sixth form places at £20,030 which is reduced to zero due to capacity
at Cherry Willingham Community School.

Total contribution - £723,163 x 0.92 (local multiplier)* =£665,309
*to reduce cost and to reflect Lincolnshire's lower than average build cost
compared to the national average.
I would confirm that the County Council seeks that a S.106 agreement is
entered into in this case, noting the significant cumulative impact of this
application alongside other developments currently proposed in Cherry
Willingham and surrounds. Without a capital contribution the education
infrastructure will be unable to match pupil numbers and an objection
considered otherwise.
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The funding could be held by the LPA or County Council and only spent by The
County Council on two additional classrooms at Cherry Willingham Primary
School. We would suggest the S.106 monies are paid at the halfway point in
the development to allow timely investment by LCC whilst not adversely
affecting the developer’s viability.
Please note LCC retains the Statutory Duty to ensure sufficiency of school
places and this includes capital funding provision of sufficient places at
academies. We would invest the funding at the most appropriate local school/s
regardless of their status but ensure the S.106 funding is used only to add
capacity as this is the only purpose for which it is requested.
I can confirm that we will ensure that no more than 5 S.106 contributions are
pooled towards a specific piece of infrastructure and that prior to committing the
money we will contact the LPA and contributor to make them aware of our
intended use of the S.106. This will ensure transparency of use and to
reconfirm that no more than 5 contributions are ever pooled towards a specific
item of infrastructure.

NHS England
The development is proposing 300 dwellings which based on 2.3 per dwelling1
for the West Lindsey District Council District Local Authority (WLDC) area may
result in an increased patient population of 690. Any future increase in
population place constraints on existing premises, for example extra
appointments lead to additional consulting/treatment room requirements. The
practice that is most likely to be affected by any increase in population as the
development is within their catchment area, is the Nettleham Medical Practice
at Lodge Lane Nettleham LN2 2RS as their branch surgery is at Cherry
Willingham.
The branch surgery at Cherry Willingham is of a typical 1980s construction,
there is potential for an extension but with restricted access.
All practices with a general medical services contract is obliged to accept
patients who choose to register at their practice if it is within their prescribed
practice area, unless there are extenuating circumstances. Patient waiting lists
do not exist. The total practice list size is circa 11400 and has grown by 3.6% in
the last 2 years any further increase and the level of patient care will be
compromised. The development will result in an additional 22.9 clinical hours
per week. This will require an increase in clinical staff and generate extra
administrative support. This in turn has an impact on consulting space,
treatment rooms, waiting room availability and storage for the extra medical
records. Nettleham village itself is currently subject to several planning
applications under consideration, those proposals will have an overall impact
on the practice.
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The practice is a training practice which means there are additional GPs
required on site. In order to cater for a further 690 population and manage the
workforce situation it will be necessary to amalgamate at the Nettleham site
and make it easier to offer extra services there.
The S106 contribution would provide capital towards building a notes storage
facility at Cherry Willingham along with an extra multipurpose/clinical room.
The storage facility will allow the movement of all the medical records from
Nettleham to Cherry Willingham thus enabling the creation of 2 consulting
rooms at its main site to consolidate its services there.

The table shows the contribution formula which is based on the needs of a
Primary Care Health Team and associated administration support. By applying
average national list sizes to these groups and identifying the required area and
furnishings, a total cost of £185 is determined per patient. This figure is
multiplied by 2.3 (the average number of persons per dwelling for WLDC) to
provide a funding per dwelling of £425. The contribution requested is £425 x
300 (dwellings) = £127,500

LCC Highways (Principal Transportation Projects Officer)
I have been provided with the original Transport Assessment (TA) for this
proposal to respond to as I check all TA's for the Highways Authority.
I can confirm that I am awaiting Mouchel Consultants (our Alliance partner)
response to the Cherry Willingham Parish Council letter in which they question
various aspects of the TA and traffic modelling. I have had to wait for Mouchels
response as they represented the Highways Authority at the Lincoln Eastern
Bypass (LEB) enquiry. I want to ensure for consistency that they respond to the
queries raised in the letter which are similar to those queries raised at the
enquiry as the Highway Authority evidence was ultimately accepted by the
Department for Transport.
I do not consider the scheme will have a severe impact on the surrounding
highway network in the context of para.32 of the National Planning Policy
Framework, particularly with the Lincoln Eastern Bypass due to open in
2018/19. The Inspector at the enquiry for the LEB and the Department of
Transport has accepted the Highway Authority evidence provided for the LEB
(which included development growth) and therefore on purely traffic impact this
proposal is also likely to be acceptable in my view.
A further response from the Highway Authority representing its formal view
taking into account the comments above regarding traffic impact, will be made.
LCC Archaeology
This application has a small paragraph dedicated to the archaeological
potential of this site and for a development of this size this is insufficient. I was
contacted at a pre-application stage to advise if I would require any work to be
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done to support an application for development on this site and I recommended
that geophysical survey should be undertaken in the first instance. Metal
detecting close to this site has recorded a number of multi-period artefacts that
could be suggestive of activity in this area. It should always be remembered
that absence of evidence is not evidence of absence and little archaeological
work has been undertaken in this area.
Insufficient information is available at present with which to make any reliable
observation regarding the impact of this development upon any archaeological
remains. I recommend that further information is required from the applicant in
the form of an archaeological evaluation to be considered alongside the
application. This evaluation should provide the local planning authority with
sufficient information to enable it to make a reasoned decision on this planning
application.
Recommendation: It is requested that the developer is required to supply more
information in the form of an archaeological evaluation to be carried out prior to
determination. It is recommended that the evaluation should in the first instance
be comprised of geophysical survey across the site, dependant on site
conditions as overhead lines crossing the site were mentioned in the design
and access statement which could interfere with the results. This will then help
to identify if and where features of archaeological interest exist and will inform
where further intrusive evaluation is required to inform the application to identify
the nature, extent and significance of any archaeological features on the site.
"Where a site on which development is proposed includes or has the potential
to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities
should require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment,
and where necessary, a field evaluation." Policy 128. National Planning Policy
Framework (2012).
(Archaeology – awaiting further comments following completion of geophysical
survey of the site)
Network Rail
No observations
Lincs Wildlife Trust
We have read the ecological report submitted and are satisfied that provided
the recommendations are followed, there should not be any significant negative
impacts on protected species or habitats as a result of the proposed works.
We support the proposed inclusion of 'natural' open space and SUDS areas
which together form a significant proportion of the development area. The
design and access statement indicates that the SUDS ponds will be designed
to provide wildlife habitats with shallow margins and surrounded by meadow
flora. It is not clear whether any of these will be designed to hold water
permanently or whether they will be more ephemeral in nature. We would
suggest that to provide the maximum biodiversity gains and with the hope of
benefitting the existing great crested newt population which is present in the
ponds in Cherry Willingham, a mixture of ephemeral and permanent
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waterbodies should be created which will be suitable for a range of amphibians
and invertebrates as well as providing a water source for mammals and birds.
We would also recommend that consideration is given to the provision of
hibernacula within the areas of open space near to waterbodies or terrestrial
habitat which may attract amphibians and reptiles.
We support the use of a wildflower mix within the landscaping scheme and
would strongly recommend that this consists of native species, preferably of
local provenance. We would encourage widespread incorporation of species
rich grassland throughout the areas of green space, in association with the
SUDS features and where possible on wide grassed verges, as borders
surrounding more formal open spaces and as flowering lawns in gardens.
Habitat links should be provided wherever possible to join up areas of green
space around and within the development to ensure that they do not become
isolated by the built environment and to allow movement of wildlife around the
site and into the wider countryside. We support the recommendation by the
ecological consultants to raise fences or provide gaps at intervals to allow
hedgehogs to pass safely underneath and maintain connectivity between areas
of garden.
We would also strongly encourage the inclusion of features for bats on suitable
mature trees and would expect a development of this size to incorporate a
significant number of bat bricks within suitable buildings on site, and for
provision of features for declining urban birds such as swifts, swallows and
house sparrows as well as nest boxes on suitable trees. Detailed guidance and
specifications for built in features are available within Designing for Biodiversity:
a technical guide for new and existing buildings, 2nd Edition, RIBA Publishing
(Gunnell et al, 2013).
We would wish to ensure that the maximum biodiversity benefits are achieved
for this site and would be pleased to have the opportunity to comment on
landscaping details for the site.
Trees and Landscape officer: I have no objections to proposed development
on this site. Seven trees meet the criteria for a TPO.
There are a range of hedgerow densities, from very sparse with more gaps
than hedge, to a hedgerow which appears to be of good quality. Suitable
conditions for boundary hedgerows should include a hedgerow protection
condition requiring protective fencing to be placed at least 2m from and parallel
with any hedgerows which are to be retained. Any boundary hedgerows with
gaps or are found to be thin should have a scheme of infill planting to fill gaps
and sparse areas. Hedgerow planting should consist of locally characteristic
native plants, with the dominant species being 80-85% hawthorn, to be planted
in double staggered rows 300mm apart, with 4-5 plants per linear meter.
Existing trees along the hedgerows should have protective fencing erected prior
to any site clearance, setting out, or construction commencing, and should be
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retained in place until completion. The positions of protective fencing should be
calculated for each tree and provided to the council for prior approval.
This development is within agricultural land at the edge of Cherry Willingham.
The current edge of the village includes views of the hedgerows and trees
down the westerly side of the school and playing field. This proposed
development would create a large area of housing much more prominent in
views from the road to the north when approaching Cherry Willingham from the
west, and close to the roadside. Therefore, to manage the visual impact of the
proposed development, and minimise visual impact and intrusion into the
countryside views, a landscape belt down the westerly side and a landscape
scheme to include some tree planting across the northerly side would help
reduce its impact on the surroundings. Any landscape belt along the westerly
side should include new hedgerow planting along the boundary line, and a
band of native tree planting at 5m wide. Details to be provided by condition.
Assuming any entrance from the road to the north would involve a visibility
splay or possible a road splay to filter on/off the existing road, it is likely that a
long stretch of the existing hedgerow would require removing to facilitate the
splays. If this occurs, some new hedgerow planting would be required to follow
the edge of the new boundary alongside the splays.
Details for appropriate tree and hedgerow protection measures, in accordance
with BS5837:2012, should be required and provided to the council for prior
approval as part of any subsequent RM or Full application.
Tree protection measures should be positioned at the outer extents of
calculated Root Protection Areas.
Any final version of a site layout should ensure all built structures such as
buildings, driveways, roads and footpaths are kept outside tree RPA’s. Ideally a
BS5837 Tree Report should be provided to provide info on tree conditions, but
most importantly identify each tree category in the BS5837 cascade chart, tree
crown spreads and their RPA’s. A scheme of landscaping should be required,
including hedgerow infill planting and the required boundary hedge infill planting
as a boundary treatment condition

Natural England
No comments to make. The lack of comment does not imply that there are no
impacts on the natural environment but only that the application is not likely to
result in significant impacts on statutory designated nature conservation sites It
is for the planning authority to determine whether or not this application is
consistent with national and local policies on the natural environment.
Relevant Planning Policies:
National guidance
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)
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http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/
National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG)
http://planningguidance.communities.gov.uk/
West Lindsey Local Plan First Review 2006
Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be
determined in accordance with the development plan, unless material
considerations indicate otherwise. The saved policies of the West Lindsey
Local Plan First Review 2006 (WLLP) remains the statutory development plan
for the district. Paragraph 215 of the National Planning Policy Framework
(NPPF), a material consideration, states that due weight should be given to
relevant policies in existing plans according to their degree of consistency with
this framework (the closer the policies in the plan to the policies in the
Framework, the greater the weight that may be given).
- STRAT1: Development requiring planning permission;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt3a.htm#strat1
- STRAT3: Settlement Hierarchy;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt3a.htm#strat3
- STRAT9: Phasing of housing development and release of land;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt3b.htm#strat9
- STRAT12: Development in the open countryside;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt3b.htm#strat12
- STRAT19: Infrastructure Requirements;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt3b.htm#strat19
- SUS1: Development proposals and transport choice;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt4.htm#sus1
- SUS4: Cycle and pedestrian routes in development proposals;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt4.htm#sus4
- RES1: Housing layout and design;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt6.htm#res1
- RES2: Range of housing provision in all schemes
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt6.htm#res2
- RES5: Provision of play space / recreational facilities in new residential
developments;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt6.htm#res5
- RES6: Affordable Housing;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt6.htm#res6
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-CORE10: Open Space and Landscaping within Developments
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt8.htm#core10
- NBE14: Waste water disposal;
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt11.htm#nbe14
- NBE20: Development on the edge of settlements.
https://planning.west-lindsey.gov.uk/planning/localplan/written/cpt11.htm#nbe20
Although not forming part of the statutory development plan, the West Lindsey
Landscape Character Assessment (1999) (http://www.westlindsey.
gov.uk/residents/planning-and-building/planning-policy/evidence-baseandmonitoring/landscape-character-assessment/104847.article) is a background
document which forms a material planning consideration, particularly relevant
to policies NBE10 and NBE20.
Emerging Planning Policy
The NPPF (paragraph 216) states that decision-takers may also give weight
to relevant policies in emerging plans according to the stage of preparation of
the emerging plan (the more advanced the preparation, the greater the weight
that may be given); the extent to which there are unresolved objections to
relevant policies and the degree of consistency with the NPPF.
The Preliminary Draft Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (PDCLLP) was
released in October 2014 and has been subject to public consultation. The
second Further Draft Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (FDCLLP) ran its
formal six week public consultation period between 15 October and 25
November 2015.
The Proposed Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (SCLLP) was
agreed on the 14th March 2016 and completed its final public consultation on
26th May 2016. Following the collation of the comments received the Plan
was formally submitted on 30th June 2016 to the Planning Inspectorate
for examination.
The final adopted CLLP will replace the West Lindsey Local Plan. The
Submitted Central Lincolnshire Local Plan represents an advanced stage in
the development of the Central Lincolnshire Local Plan and its policies can
therefore be attached some weight, in accordance with NPPF paragraph 216.
The exact weight of each policy will depend on individual circumstances.
Relevant Draft Policies:
LP1: A presumption in favour of sustainable development
LP2: The spatial strategy and settlement hierarchy
LP3: Level and distribution of growth
LP4: Growth in villages
LP11: Affordable housing
LP12: Infrastructure to support growth
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LP13: Transport
LP14: Managing water resources and flood risk
LP17: Landscape, townscape and views
LP18: Climate change and low carbon living
LP20: Green infrastructure network
LP21: Biodiversity and geodiversity
LP24: Creation of new open space, sports and recreation facilities
LP25: The historic environment
LP26: Design and amenity
LP52: Residential Allocations
Main issues
1.
i)
ii)
iii)

Planning Policy
Provisions of the West Lindsey Local Plan First Review
National Policy
Emerging Local Policy

2
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

Housing Delivery and Affordable Housing Provision
Landscape Character and Visual Impact
Highways Impact and Safety
Accessibility and Public Transport
Local Infrastructure
Public Open Space
Indicative layout and residential amenities
Archaeology
Ecology
Flood Risk and Drainage
Hawthorn Road “Closure”

Assessment:
1)

Planning Policy

(i)

Provisions of the West Lindsey Local Plan First Review

Planning law requires that applications for planning permission must be
determined in accordance with the development plan, unless material
considerations indicate otherwise. The saved Policies of the West Lindsey
Local Plan First Review 2006 (WLLP) remains the statutory development plan
for the district. The Proposed Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan
(SCLLP) is a material consideration to be considered against its provisions.
The site is outside the settlement of Cherry Willingham as defined in the
WLLP 2006. The site is not allocated for residential development. Cherry
Willingham is identified as a Primary Rural Settlement within the Local Plan’s
settlement hierarchy (policy STRAT3).
The application site comprises arable fields and is bounded to the west and
south by agricultural land with open countryside to the north on the opposite
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side of Hawthorn Road by further open fields. The site has a clear open
agricultural character and is considered to be in the open countryside and
policy STRAT12 is applicable.
Policy STRAT12 does not support development proposals in the open
countryside “unless the development is essential to the needs of agriculture,
horticulture, forestry, mineral extraction or other land use which necessarily
requires a countryside location, or otherwise meets an objective supported by
other Plan policies.”
The application is proposed on previously undeveloped, or greenfield land. It
falls on the bottom rung of policy STRAT9’s sequential approach towards the
phasing of housing development and release of land.
Large residential development is not in compliance with policy STRAT12. It is
at the bottom rung of policy STRAT9. A more detailed landscape and visual
impact assessment will be considered below to see if the proposal accords
with policy NBE20 of the WLLP.
The principle of development as proposed on this site is contrary to the
provisions of the statutory development plan, and the application falls to be
refused planning permission unless there are material considerations which
indicate otherwise.
(ii)

National Policy

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and online Planning
Practice Guidance, are material considerations to take into account alongside
the development plan.
The NPPF post-dates the Development plan and requires Councils to
“identify and update annually a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to
provide five years’ worth of housing against their housing requirements with
an additional buffer of 5% (moved forward from later in the plan period) to
ensure choice and competition in the market for land.” The buffer raises to
20% where there is a consistent record of under delivery.
The latest Housing Land Availability Assessment (May 2016) identifies a need
of 11,531 dwellings across five years, which includes a 20% buffer and
previous undersupply. The assessment identifies a land supply of 5.33 years
(12,283 dwellings) in the five year period 2016/17 to 2020/21. The
assessment includes:
•
sites under construction;
•
sites with full planning permission, but development has not started;
•
sites where there is a resolution to grant planning permission;
•
sites with outline planning permission;
•
sites allocated in an adopted Local Plan; and
•
sites not allocated in a Local Plan or without planning permission and
which have no significant infrastructure constraints to overcome
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•

A windfall allowance

Planning Practice Guidance states that “Where evidence in Local Plans has
become outdated and policies in emerging plans are not yet capable of
carrying sufficient weight, information provided in the latest full assessment of
housing needs should be considered. But the weight given to these
assessments should take account of the fact they have not been tested or
moderated against relevant constraints.”
The latest released five year supply figures are based upon an overall
housing requirement for the plan period of 36,960 dwellings - this figure is
based on a published Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA). It is
acknowledged that the methodology employed is yet to have been formally
tested within the Local Plan examination – this is expected to be held in the
summer 2016. However, substantial evidence reports have been published,
including sustainability appraisal of all such sites, which intend to justify the
selection of such sites.
Paragraph 49 of the NPPF states that “Relevant policies for the supply of
housing should not be considered up-to-date if the local planning authority
cannot demonstrate a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites.” As the
identified five year supply relies upon departures from the West Lindsey Local
Plan Review 2006, then the extant plan no longer meets the objectively
assessed housing needs of the Authority – its housing supply policies can be
considered to be out of date, in accordance with NPPF paragraph 215. The
WLLP’s policies for the supply of housing should therefore be considered out
of date. Nonetheless, whilst this may limit the weight to be afforded to such
policies within the planning balance it does not mean they should be
disregarded or otherwise carry no weight.
The application should therefore be considered against the second bullet
point of the NPPF’s presumption in favour of sustainable development, which
for decision-taking means:
• approving development proposals that accord with the development plan
without delay; and
• where the development plan is absent, silent or relevant policies are out-ofdate, granting permission unless:
– any adverse impacts of doing so would significantly and demonstrably
outweigh the benefits, when assessed against the policies in the Framework
taken as a whole; or
– specific policies in the Framework indicate development should be
restricted.
(iii)

Emerging Local Policy
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The emerging Central Lincolnshire Local Plan is a material consideration to
take into account against the policies of the statutory development plan. The
NPPF (paragraph 216) states that decision-takers may also give weight to
relevant policies in emerging plans according to the stage of preparation of
the emerging plan (the more advanced the preparation, the greater the weight
that may be given); the extent to which there are unresolved objections to
relevant policies and the degree of consistency with the NPPF.
The Central Lincolnshire Local Plan (SCLLP) is considered to at an advanced
stage in the adoption process as it has now been formally submitted for
examination. It therefore represents the final policy position of Central
Lincolnshire which will be promoted during the examination process and
accordingly can be attached more weight than previous incarnations.
Policy LP2 sets out a spatial strategy and settlement hierarchy from which to
focus growth. Cherry Willingham is designated as a Large Village.
This policy states that “to maintain and enhance their role as large villages
which provide employment, retail, and key services for the local area” they will
“be a focus for accommodating an appropriate level of growth, Most of this
growth will be via sites allocated in this plan, or appropriate infill,
intensification or renewal of the existing urban area plan. In exceptional
circumstances growth on non-allocated sites in appropriate locations on the
edge of these large villages might be considered favourably, though these are
unlikely to be of a scale over 25 dwellings / 1 ha per site (whichever is
smaller)
Under Policy LP52: Residential allocations - Large Villages, three sites are
allocated for residential development in Cherry Willingham:
CL1179 – Land north of Rudgard Ave (site area of 1.57 hectares). Indicative
number of dwellings 40.
CL1181 – Land east of Thornton Way (8.87 hectares) 200 dwellings.
CL4433 - Land east of Rudgard Avenue (5.93 hectares) 133 dwellings.
These are all contiguous and located on the eastern flank of Cherry
Willingham to the south of the railway line and total 373 dwellings. The
application site is located to the west of the village and north of the railway
line. Looking at the consultation comments above the view is expressed that it
is contrary to the strategy of the emerging development plan (SCLLP) and it
could therefore be argued also premature in advance of the local plan
process.

Annex 1 of the NPPF explains how weight may be given to policies in
emerging plans. However, in the context of the Framework and in particular
the presumption of sustainable development – arguments that an application
is premature are unlikely to justify a refusal of planning permission other than
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where it is clear that the adverse impacts of granting permission would
significantly and demonstrably outweigh the benefits, taken the policies in the
Framework and any other material considerations into account. Such
circumstances are likely, but not exclusively, to be limited to situations where
both:
•
The development proposed is so substantial, or its cumulative effect
would be so significant, that to grant planning permission would undermine
the plan-making process by predetermining decisions about the scale,
location or phasing of new development that are central to the emerging Local
Plan or Neighbourhood Plan; and
•
The emerging plan is at an advanced stage but is not yet formally part
of the development plan for the area.
As the Neighbourhood Plan has not been published as a draft Plan
(Regulation 14) little weight can be afforded to it. Weight can be attached to
the allocations contained within the SCLLP, however these can be subject to
change following examination. What is considered important is that the scale
of the submitted proposals at 300 dwellings is not materially different to that
being promoted through the emerging local allocations which total 373
dwellings. A detailed examination of the impacts arising out of the
development of the application site together with an examination of other
material consideration will guide the acceptability or otherwise of the current
proposals; this is set out below in the “Planning Balance” section.
The Planning Balance
(1) Housing Delivery and Affordable Housing Provision
The development would contribute up to 300 dwellings towards an identified
need for housing within Central Lincolnshire. This can be attached positive
weight. The agents suggests that the site has good deliverability. The site is
not previously developed so is free of potential contamination from historic
uses and of any built constraints delaying the commencement of the
development. It is also in single ownership with road frontage, meaning the
development will not be affected by 3rd party land negotiations and ransoms.
The application is by a housebuilder; as a result there is no potential for
delays with obtaining a house builder to develop the site.
However, it should be noted that the May 2016 5yr HLS Statement, and
emerging Central Lincolnshire Local Plan, both recognise a five year supply of
housing land without the inclusion of the application site. Although it is
recognised that the 5 year supply has yet to be independently tested the
emerging plan has reached an advanced stage and as such this figure should
be given significant weight within the planning balance.
Saved WLLP policy RES6 states, “Where there is a demonstrated need the
provision of affordable housing will be sought, the Council will seek to
negotiate in the region of a 25% contribution towards affordable housing”.
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The Lincs Homefinder CBL Partnership, of which West Lindsey is one of 4
partners, provides evidence of a demonstrable need for affordable housing
with in excess of 1500 households registered for affordable housing in the
district and in excess of 5000 households requiring affordable housing across
the partnership area of Central Lincolnshire.
The Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan also identifies a need,
evidenced in the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA) for 17,400
affordable dwellings across the plan period (2012-2036). It sets a 20%
requirement to meet this need (draft policy LP11).
The contribution of 75 on site dwellings as affordable homes (25%) can be
afforded significant positive weight in the overall planning balance.
2)

Landscape Character and Visual Impact

Within the West Lindsey Landscape Character Assessment the site appears
to fall within the boundary of two character areas. Area 6 – Lincoln Fringe and
Area 8 – Lincolnshire Lime Woods. It appears to be predominantly located
within the former. The key characteristics of the Lincoln Fringe are:
•
•
•
•

Flat agricultural landscape with a number of expanded settlements
Medium sized fields with low hawthorn hedge boundaries and few
hedgerow trees
Approached to settlements generally dominated by built form
Views to Lincoln Cathedral

The most sensitive parts of the landscape include: “views to Lincoln
Cathedral; remaining tracts of open countryside between settlements which
often have a relatively non-descript character.”
Principles for accommodating new development are also set out and include:




Scope for a more varied range of buildings (in terms of height scale
and style) on the fringes of villages. Buildings can be accommodated
provided they are accompanied by sensitively designed tree and
woodland planting”
The edges of developments on the outer fringes of settlements are
often prominent and would benefit from tree and hedgerow planting.
New planting should be designed to integrate the development with the
surrounding field patterns and to soften and partially screen views from
the surrounding farmland

WLLP Policy NBE20 states that “Development will not be permitted which
detracts from the rural character of the settlement edge and the countryside
beyond.”
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The site which has no special landscape designations will principally be
visible from the Hawthorn Road frontage, which acts as its northern boundary.
Due to the open nature of the existing arable landscape any development or
buildings would have an impact. In this particular case it is considered that the
most important boundary would be the western one as this is what traffic
travelling eastwards beyond neighbouring open fields would first encounter.
Although it is not possible to screen the site in its entirety it is important in in
landscape terms that a “soft edge” be provided in order to help integrate any
development. This would need to be in the form of tree and hedgerow
planting. Landscaping is a reserved matter although an indicative master plan
has been submitted. A tree and hedgerow landscape buffer of a minimum 5
metres is recommended to achieve this by the tree and woodlands officer.
This is capable of being secured by condition. Travelling westwards along
Hawthorn Road the site is partially screened by the existing school buildings
and a dense hedgerow interspersed with trees along the extent of the school
playing field boundary. It will be necessary to impose root protection
conditions to ensure these are not impacted on by the proposed development.
It is acknowledged that the development would lead to a reduction in the
open countryside separating Hawthorn Avenue/ Hawthorn Road from the
main body of the settlement although there would still be a separation of 370
metres.
It is considered that, with a suitable layout and landscaping scheme (‘reserved
matters’) development could be assimilated into the landscape without
significant harm occurring. The landscape and visual impacts of the
development are therefore not expected to be substantial or lead to a
significant adverse effect. Subject to reserved matters, development would
not be expected to be contrary to saved policy NBE20.

3)

Highways Impact and Safety

Although access is a reserved matter the indicative plans show that there will
be two access points directly onto Hawthorn Road. Hawthorn Road will be
affected by the Lincoln East Bypass (LEB) which will result in the closure of
the western end of Hawthorn Road that currently links to “Bunkers Hill”.
Hawthorn Road will have a “left turn in “junction connecting it to the LEB and a
“left turn off”. A Transport Assessment (TA) and Supplementary Transport
Assessment (STA) have been submitted in support of the application. Two
scenarios are examined, one with the LEB and one with no LEB.
A detailed critique of the TA and traffic modelling has been submitted by
Cherry Willingham Parish Council (Appendix 1). The LCC Highways, Principal
Transportation Projects Officer (PTPO) has confirmed that comments are
awaited on this from Mouchel consultants who represented the Highways
Authority at the LEB public inquiry and that the queries appear to be similar to
those raised at the Inquiry. He also states that “I do not consider the scheme
will have a severe impact on the surrounding highway network in the context
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of para.32 of the National Planning Policy Framework, particularly with the
Lincoln Eastern Bypass due to open in 2018/19. The Inspector at the inquiry
for the LEB and the Department of Transport has accepted the Highway
Authority evidence provided for the LEB (which included development growth)
and therefore on purely traffic impact this proposal is also likely to be
acceptable in my view”
On this basis there appear to be no grounds on which to withhold consent on
the grounds of harm to the interests of highway safety. Any additional
comments received will be reported to planning committee.
4)

Accessibility and Public Transport

WLLP Policy STRAT1 seeks that development is suitable in terms of:
iii. The scope for providing access to public transport;
iv. The scope for reducing the length and number of car journeys;
v. The provision of vehicular and cycle parking facilities;
Paragraph 34 of the NPPF states that:
‘Decisions should ensure developments that generate significant movement
are located where the need to travel will be minimised and the use of
sustainable transport modes can be maximised. However this needs to take
account of policies set out elsewhere in this Framework, particularly in rural
areas.’
Development is located on the edge of Cherry Willingham, a “Large Village”
which provides “employment, retail, and key services for the local area giving
access to services, and public transport connections” (SCLLP LP4).
In terms of facilities there is a Coop food store located at The Parade which
stocks a range of everyday essential items such as bread, milk and eggs. The
parade also contains a pharmacy, newsagents, take away hot food outlets, a
tea shop and public house. A branch surgery is also located within the
parade. The secondary school is located adjacent the site with an existing
footway and cycleway along Hawthorn Road. The primary school is located
off Lime Grove. The nearest bus stops are located on Croft Lane to the west
and travelling south towards Green Lane to the south. There is a frequent
regular Lincoln to Fiskerton bus service that runs through Cherry Willingham,
services 3 and 3A.
The application proposes a lit 3 metre wide shared pedestrian / cycle way
running southwards to connect to Green Lane over the bridge.
The Department for Transport’s (DfT) document entitled ‘Manual for Streets’
(2007) section 4.4 sets out the requirements for pedestrians stating:“Walkable neighbourhoods are typically characterised by having a range of
facilities within 10 minutes’ (up to about 800 m) walking distance of residential
areas which residents may access comfortably on foot”. It also states,
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however at para 6.3.1, that a 20 minute walk time (equivalent to a 1.6km walk
distance) is acceptable subject to an attractive walking environment.
The Institute of Highways and Transportation (IHT) document ‘Providing for
Journeys on Foot’ sets out acceptable maximum walk distances of, 2km for
Commuting and school journeys, 800m for town centres, and 1.2km for
elsewhere.
The distances quoted below are approximate and taken from the centre of the
application site travelling via Hawthorn Road and Croft Lane to the north and
via the proposed footpath to Green Lane to the south:





Cherry Willingham Community School - 600 metres
The Parade - 1180 metres via Hawthorn Road (north) and 1260
metres via Green Lane (south)
Cherry Willingham Primary School – 1200 metres via Green Lane
(south)
Bus stops – Croft Lane (770 metres) Green Lane (760 metres)

The distances for access to the schools are within acceptable maximum walk
distances. The shops and services at the Parade are within 15 minutes
walking distance of the site.
A Travel Plan has been submitted, in accordance with NPPF paragraph 36, to
promote alternatives to using private vehicles. This can be secured by a
planning condition.
5)

Local Infrastructure:

The Local Education Authority, Lincolnshire County Council, has advised that
the Cherry Willingham Primary School will not have the capacity to
accommodate the proposed development. A capital contribution to enable up
to 59 additional primary school places (£723,163) is sought. The applicant has
confirmed they will meet this in full, which will need to be secured through a
S106 legal planning obligation.
NHS England has advised that the practice that is most likely to be affected
by increase in population is the Nettleham Medical Practice at Lodge Lane
Nettleham as their branch surgery is at Cherry Willingham. They seek a
capital contribution of £425 per dwelling (up to £127,500) in order to provide
capital towards building a notes storage facility at Cherry Willingham along
with an extra multipurpose/clinical room. The storage facility will allow the
movement of all the medical records from Nettleham to Cherry Willingham
thus enabling the creation of 2 consulting rooms at its main site to consolidate
its services there. The applicant has confirmed agreement to this and it will
need to be secured through a S106 legal planning obligation.
It is considered that, subject to a S106 planning obligation to mitigate the
impact on Health and Education capacity, development would be compliant
with WLLP saved policy STRAT19 which states that “Development that
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increases demand on infrastructure that cannot be satisfactorily provided for
within the existing capacity of on- and off-site service and social/community
infrastructure or other services will not be permitted unless extra capacity will
be provided to serve the development.”

6)

Public Open Space

RES 5 sets out the requirement for the provision of public open space which
is 10% for developments of over 10 hectares. This will be delivered by way of
a Section 106 obligation to include its future management and maintenance.
7) Indicative layout , public open space and residential amenities
All matters of scale, appearance, layout and landscape are reserved for
subsequent approval (reserved matters). Nonetheless, an indicative
masterplan) submitted with the application shows how the site could readily
accommodate up to 300 dwellings incorporating a mix of housing (including
two and a half storeys) public open space and water features. The plan would
indicate that development can be achieved without overlooking or having an
overbearing impact upon existing residential properties.
Whilst consideration of reserved matters would be subject to a separate
application, there is no evidence to suggest at this outline permission stage
that residential development could not be achieved on the site without unduly
compromising existing amenities or that the development would be otherwise
unable to accord with existing WLLP policies STRAT1, RES1, RES2, RES5
and CORE10.
8)
Archaeology – The NPPF (paragraph 128) states that “Where a site
on which development is proposed includes or has the potential to include
heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should
require developers to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and,
where necessary, a field evaluation.”
The applicant has provided the requested additional information in the form of
a geophysical survey of the site which has been sent to LCC Archaeology.
Comments are awaited in response to this. Standard archaeological
conditions will be imposed.

9)

Ecology

The NPPF (paragraph 109) states that ‘The planning system should
contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by minimising
impacts on biodiversity and providing net gains in biodiversity where
possible…’
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An ecological survey report has been submitted in support of the application.
This shows that all habitats and plant communities recorded on the site are
common and widespread in a local and national context. No nationally rare,
nationally scarce or Red Data plant species, were recorded from the site.No
reptiles were observed on site during the survey. There are no buildings or
other structures on the site and none of the trees within or around the site
edges possesses any features with potential to support roosting bats although
all of the hedgerows offer excellent commuting and foraging resources for
bats.
No signs of past or present use by badgers, such as setts, dung pits or
feeding remains, were found anywhere within the site. A limited range of
common and widespread birds was recorded on the site and adjacent land
including kestrel, wood pigeon, carrion crow, blackbird and yellowhammer.
The report proposes measures to enhance biodiversity which include:

-

-

-

Retention and protection of existing hedgerows within and around the
site
Landscaping schemes and placement of housing should work with the
existing hedgerows to maintain landscape character and connectivity
Defunct and gappy hedges should be restored by coppicing and laying
where appropriate to improve the aesthetic appearance and gappingup with appropriate native species
Bat roost boxes and nest boxes for house sparrow and other birds
should be incorporated into the development, particularly on elevations
opposite hedgerows.
Light levels adjacent to landscape features such as hedgerows should
be kept to a minimum and lighting should be focused downwards to
prevent unnecessary light spill.

It is considered that biodiversity enhancement measures can be secured by
planning condition.
10)

Flood Risk and Drainage

A Flood Risk Assessment has been submitted, in accordance with the
requirements of the NPPF1. The site lies within Flood Zone 1 (low probability
- <0.1% annual probability of river or sea flooding) on the Environment
Agency’s flood maps. Development of the site will therefore accord with the
NPPF’s2 sequential approach to locating development to those areas at
lowest risk of flooding.

1

Footnote 20 states that a site-specific flood risk assessment is required for proposals of 1 hectare or
greater in Flood Zone 1.
2
Paragraph 100 onwards.
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Planning Practice Guidance3 states that when considering major
development, sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) should be provided
unless demonstrated to be inappropriate.
The FRA explains that the site is generally unsuitable for soakaways due to a
high water table and low permeability.
It is proposed that domestic curtilage roof areas will discharge to adjacent
permeable paved driveways, parking spaces and home zones wherever
practicable which in turn will be linked to a network of under- drained
conveyance swales accepting sheet flows from adjacent adopted roads. The
network of under- drained swales will in turn be connected to second stage
treatment attenuation ponds which will be allocated across the development
land at appropriate locations provisionally sized to cater for 50 plots or
thereabouts per pond i.e. 6 ponds in total. This is as suggested by the
Environment Agency at the Multi- Agency Meeting (MAG) held on 18th
February 2015.
Two outfalls to mimic natural conditions are proposed. These will be split into
two areas with each having its own balancing pond and outfalls.
The Northern Outfall Land outfall will be a standalone outfall discharging to an
existing culverted watercourse beneath the footpath to the south side of
Hawthorn Road which in turn discharges to an existing open drain some
110m east of the north eastern corner of the site on the north side of
Hawthorn Road. From there it connects into Westfield Farm drain which is a
tributary of Reepham Beck and in turn the Barlings Eau.
The Southern Outfall Land outfalls will be inter-linked with a tributary drain
conveying flows to a new piped offsite sewer (Cyden Homes Sewer) running
parallel to the Taylor Lindsey Sewer which crosses the site and serves the
existing development to the east of the site. The Cyden Homes Sewer will not
connect with the Taylor Lindsey Sewer as there is no available capacity in the
latter. The Cyden Homes Sewer will flow in a westerly direction away from the
“valley” containing the primary and secondary SuDS features before turning
south and discharging to an existing headwall on the drain to the north of
Green Lane. This headwall currently accepts land drainage outfalls from the
adjacent field and the drain currently discharges to an existing 375mm
diameter culvert beneath Green Lane, through adjacent land, beneath the
railway line and ultimately discharging to the Waterford Lane drain which
drains to the south to the North Delph.
Because the application is only in outline, a condition will be required to
secure the final drainage details.

11)

3

Hawthorn Road “Closure”

Paragraph: 079 Reference ID: 7-079-20150415
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The majority of the representations from residents refer to the “closure of
Hawthorn Road” and the LEB with concerns about increases in vehicular
traffic through the area as there will be only 2 routes out of the site: Through
the centre of Cherry Willingham, passing the Secondary School, onto
Fiskerton Rd and then onto the Outer Circle / Monks Rd roundabout and out
of Cherry Willingham via Kennel Road onto the A158. In fact there will be a
“left on” access from Hawthorn Road onto the LEB that will allow direct
access to the proposed “Greetwell Road” roundabout without having to travel
through the village. It is likely there will be traffic utilising Kennel Lane via
Reepham although there is the option for vehicles travelling on the LEB from
the Hawthorn Road junction to use the “Greetwell Road” roundabout to turn
around and travel north towards the proposed “Wragby Road” roundabout.
Conclusion
On balance, In light of the above, and, subject to completion of a Section 106
legal agreement and the imposition of appropriate planning conditions, it is
considered that are no significant adverse impacts demonstrated arising out
of an approval of residential development on the application site that would
outweigh the benefits of the proposal ,and, in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework presumption in favour of sustainable development
a grant of conditional planning permission is appropriate
RECOMMENDED DECISION:
That the decision to grant planning permission, subject to conditions, be
delegated to the Chief Operating Officer, to enable the completion and signing
of an agreement under section 106 of the Planning Act 1990 (as amended)
pertaining to:-

Capital contribution towards Primary School facilities (£665,309) in lieu
of on-site provision;
Capital contribution (£425 per dwelling) towards Health care provision
Provision of 25% of the units as affordable housing on site (type and
tenure to be agreed).
Details of the provision , management and maintenance of open space
comprising not less than 10% of the total site area,

And, in the event of the s106 not being completed and signed by all parties
within 6 months from the date of this Committee, then the application be
reported back to the next available Committee meeting following the
expiration of the 6 months.
Conditions requiring reserved matters and stating the time by which the
development must be commenced:
1. No development shall take place until, plans and particulars of the layout,
scale and appearance of the buildings to be erected, the means of access to
the site and the landscaping of the site (hereinafter called “the reserved
matters”) have been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local
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Planning Authority, and the development shall be carried out in accordance
with those details.
Reason: The application is in outline only and the Local Planning Authority
wishes to ensure that these details which have not yet been submitted are
appropriate for the locality.
2. Application for approval of the reserved matters shall be made to the Local
Planning Authority before the expiration of two years from the date of this
permission.
Reason: To conform with Section 92 (2) of the Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended).
3. The development to which the permission relates must be begun not later
than the expiration of two years from the final approval of the reserved
matters or, in the case of approval on different dates, the final approval of the
last such matter to be approved.
Reason: To conform with Section 92 (2) of the Town and Country Planning
Act 1990 (as amended).
Pre-commencement conditions
4. No development shall take place until a surface water drainage scheme for
the site, based on sustainable urban drainage principles and an assessment
of the hydrological and hydrogeological context of the development, has been
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority.
The scheme shall:
a) Provide details of how run-off will be safely conveyed and attenuated
during storms up to and including the 1 in 100 year critical storm event, with
an allowance for climate change, from all hard surfaced areas within the
development into the existing local drainage infrastructure and watercourse
system without exceeding the run-off rate for the undeveloped site;
b) Provide attenuation details and discharge rates for written agreement by
the Local Planning Authority
c) Provide details of the timetable for and any phasing of implementation for
the drainage scheme; and
d) Provide details of how the scheme shall be maintained and managed over
the lifetime of the development, including any arrangements for adoption by
any public body or Statutory Undertaker and any other arrangements required
to secure the operation of the drainage system throughout its lifetime.
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved
drainage scheme and no dwelling shall be occupied until the approved
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scheme has been completed or provided on the site in accordance with the
approved phasing. The approved scheme shall be retained and maintained in
full in accordance with the approved details.
Reason: In order to minimise the risk of flooding in accordance with the
provisions of the National Planning policy Framework.
5. No development shall take place until, full details of the proposed foul
drainage for the site have been submitted to and approved in writing by the
Local Planning Authority. The approved details shall thereafter be
implemented in full before the dwellings are first occupied.
Reason: To ensure satisfactory drainage of the site in accordance with West
Lindsey Local Plan First Review Policy STRAT1 and NBE14.
6. No development shall take place, until a Construction Method Statement
has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the local planning
authority. The approved Statement shall be adhered to throughout the
construction period. The Statement shall provide for:
(i)
the routeing and management of construction traffic;
(ii)
the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors;
(iii)
loading and unloading of plant and materials;
(iv)
storage of plant and materials used in constructing the
development;
(v)
the erection and maintenance of security hoarding including
decorative displays and facilities for public viewing, where
appropriate;
(vi)
wheel cleaning facilities;
(vii) measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during
construction;
(viii) details of noise reduction measures;
(ix)
a scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from
demolition and construction works;
(x)
the hours during which machinery may be operated, vehicles
may enter and leave, and works may be carried out on the site;
(xi)
Measures for tree and hedgerow protection;
(xii) A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) to
ensure the protection of habitats and protected species, to
include a Great Crested Newt Method Survey as recommended
at section 5.1.2 of the Ecology and Protected Species Survey.
Reason: In the interests of amenity and in accordance with saved policy
STRAT1 of the West Lindsey Local Plan First Review.
7. No development shall take place until a written scheme of archaeological
investigation has been submitted to and approved in writing by the local
planning authority. This should provide details of a timetable of site
investigation and recording. The archaeological site work shall be undertaken
in full accordance with the approved written scheme. The Local Planning
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authority shall be notified at least 14 days before the commencement of the
on-site investigation.
Reason: In order to facilitate the appropriate monitoring arrangements and to
ensure the satisfactory archaeological investigation and retrieval of
archaeological finds in accordance with the National Planning Policy
Framework (2012).
8. The details to be submitted in accordance with condition no. 1 above shall
include: (i)
A landscape buffer with a minimum depth of 5 metres along the
western boundary of the site
(ii)
Details for appropriate tree and hedgerow protection measures,
in accordance with BS5837:2012, (Tree protection measures
should be positioned at the outer extents of calculated Root
Protection Areas)
(iii)
A Landscape Management Plan setting out management
responsibilities and maintenance schedules for all landscaped
areas, inclusive of trees, hedges, ditches and balancing ponds;
(iv)
A Biodiversity Enhancement Scheme setting out measures for
habitat creation and management
Reason: In the interests of landscape and visual amenity to help preserve
the rural character of the area and in interests of biodiversity enhancement, in
accordance with saved policy STRAT 1 of the West Lindsey Local Plan First
Review 2006 and the National Planning Policy Framework.
Conditions to be observed during the development of the site
9. No works shall take place other than outside the bird nesting season (1st
March to 31st August),
Reason: To protect biodiversity in accordance with policy STRAT 1 of the
West Lindsey Local Plan and the National Planning Policy Framework.
10 No trees or hedges shall be removed from the site without the prior written
agreement of the Local Planning Authority.
Reason: In the interests of amenity and protection of habitats, in accordance
with the provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework.
11 .The development hereby approved shall not exceed 300 dwellings.
Reason: To maintain the character of this area and in the interests of highway
safety and adequate drainage provision in accordance with saved Policies
STRAT1, RES1 and CORE 10 of the West Lindsey Local Plan First Review
2006.
Conditions which apply or relate to matters which are to be observed
following completion of the development:
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12. Development shall proceed in accordance with the submitted Travel Plan.
Prior to the occupation of any dwelling, details of the Travel Plan Coordinator
shall be submitted to the Local Planning Authority. Copies of the annual
monitoring reports shall be supplied to the Local Planning Authority.
Reason: In order to promote sustainable modes of transport, in
accordance with the provisions of the National Planning Policy Framework.

APPENDIX 1. CHERRY WILLINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL COMMENTS
Two Transport Assessments (TA) have been prepared by the applicant’s
traffic consultant in support of this application. When the planning application
was submitted no decision had at that point been made by the Secretary of
State for Transport on the Highway Orders for the proposed Lincoln Eastern
Bypass (LEB) following the Public Inquiry in August 2015. The original
Transport Assessment submitted with the application therefore considered the
impact of the development assuming the proposed Lincoln Eastern Bypass
would not be in place when the development went ahead.
2. Shortly after the planning application was submitted the Secretary of State
confirmed the Highway Orders for the LEB in February 2016. This decision
means the submitted TA is superseded as the LEB, and in particular the
decision to close Hawthorn Road to through traffic where the LEB intersects it,
will have a significant impact on some traffic movements generated, or
otherwise affected, by the proposed development. For this reason, the
applicant’s consultant prepared a Supplementary Transport Assessment
(STA) which examines the impact of this proposed development with the LEB
and other associated highway changes in place.
3. Although the principle of the LEB itself is strongly supported, the decision to
close Hawthorn Road to through traffic when the LEB is constructed was and
continues to be very controversial locally. Cherry Willingham and other Parish
Councils to the east of the LEB objected strongly to these proposals and
residents submitted over 500 written objections to the Public Inquiry. It was
therefore always likely that any future development on Hawthorn Road and its
impact on the local highway network in Cherry Willingham, other local villages
and its surrounding network would be highly sensitive from a traffic
perspective.
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4. After the current planning application was submitted Cherry Willingham
Parish Council held two drop-in sessions for local residents to obtain their
views prior to submitting the Parish Council’s comments on the application to
the Planning Authority – West Lindsey District Council. These were very well
attended and Traffic and Transport issues were of significant concern to
residents.
5. Given the level of local concern and the potential for unanticipated traffic
issues to arise following the closure of Hawthorn Road to through traffic it is
important that the submitted Transport Assessments comprehensively and
robustly assess the likely impact of the proposed development on the
surrounding highway network.
6. Having examined the TA and STA in some detail CWPC have a number of
comments to make on the Transport Assessments. These comments are set
out below.
The Original Transport Assessment
7. The original TA considered the impact of the development without the LEB
in place. As such given that it is now envisaged that the LEB will be complete
either during or shortly after the construction of this development this TA is
now largely superseded provided the LEB proceeds as currently planned.
8. The trip generation rates used in the TA for this development appear to
have been based on previously agreed trip generation rates for the Greetwell
Quarry Residential Development given planning permission by West Lindsey
DC in 2015. The Greetwell Quarry Development is a larger development
adjacent to the main Lincoln urban area with significantly better public
transport, walking and cycling access for journeys to work than the current
application site. The proposed trip rates would appear to be quite low for an
edge of village development such as the current application proposes. The
current development is in fact more akin to a recent planning application in
Saxilby the TA for which was produced by the same consultants as this
application. In the Saxilby TA trip generation rates based on the TRICS trip
rate database system are higher than those used in the TA for this
application. To ensure appropriately robust trip generation rates are used for
the current development it is suggested rates are derived from similar sites in
TRICS rather than Greetwell Quarry development especially as the current
site is more like the previous Saxilby site in character than the Greetwell
Quarry site.
9.A brief examination of the traffic modelling submitted with the TA suggests
that the LinSig modelling of the Wragby Road/Outer Circle Road junction may
contain issues which may (or may not) impact on the modelling conclusions
for this junction. These appear to be carried forward to the STA and are
therefore discussed below.
This TA identified that without the LEB in place the development would
significantly increase the queues and delays at the junction of Hawthorn Road
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and Bunkers Hill and also impact on other junctions on Wragby Road. The TA
correctly states that this impact will not in fact occur if the LEB is in place due
to the closure of Hawthorn Road to through traffic. However, if any delays
occur with the funding or construction of the LEB this scenario would in fact
arise and the impacts on this and other junctions would need to mitigated by
the developer. Should this planning application be determined prior to the final
and irrevocable commitment of funding to the LEB the Parish Council would
request planning conditions or other suitable agreements should be put in
place as part of this permission to require the applicant to mitigate the effects
of the development on Hawthorn Road, Bunkers Hill and elsewhere as
appropriate should the LEB not proceed as currently planned or to current
timescales in any significant way.
Supplementary Transport Assessment
11. The Supplementary Transport Assessment (STA) was produced by the
applicant’s consultants to support the original TA and extend it to consider the
impact of the development if the LEB and its associated highway network
changes are complete.
12. The closure of Hawthorn Road to through traffic affects different journeys
on the highway network in and around Cherry Willingham in different ways.
Although some journeys, for example, to the south of the River are improved,
other journeys from parts of Cherry Willingham to the Carlton Centre or to the
existing Lincoln northern bypass are made more difficult. It cannot be
assumed that the LEB will automatically improve all journeys too or from
Cherry Willingham.
Traffic Flow Forecasts
13. As the LEB produces widespread rerouting of traffic in the greater Lincoln
area and around the application site, the Highway Authority requested that the
applicant’s consultant use the Greater Lincoln Traffic Model (GLTM) to
forecast the traffic flows to be used in assessing the developments impact.
The GLTM is a wide area strategic model produced and maintained by
consultants for the highway authority.
14. The GLTM was used to produce forecast traffic flows for the following
scenarios:
•
2021 Do Minimum – This includes the LEB and other committed
schemes and developments.
•
2021 Do Something – This includes the 2021 Do Minimum scenario
with the addition of traffic generated by the development proposed by this
planning application.
15. The STA uses a preliminary assessment methodology based on the total
net change in traffic flows at a junction to determine whether a junction needs
to be examined in more detail. This has the undesirable consequence that
when traffic flows on some arms of a junction decrease and others increase
the total net change in traffic at the junction may be very small whilst
significant changes may occur on individual junction arms. Whilst it is
accepted that the performance of a junction is obviously affected by the total
traffic passing through it the distribution of traffic between different junction
arms also has a significant effect. For example, traffic rerouting from one arm
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of a junction to a different arm with a lower capacity may produce little or no
net increase in total traffic through the junction but will potentially significantly
increase queues and delays on arms with a flow increase whilst only leading
to a much smaller reduction in queues and delays on arms where flows
decrease. This will be particularly pronounced at higher values of RFC (Ratio
of Flow to Capacity) where delay increases much more rapidly with respect to
RFC. In respect of this STA it is impossible to tell without further analysis
whether this would have affected the decision on which junctions to assess in
further detail but in general the methodology has the potential to mask
significant impacts at some junctions depending on the pattern of flow
changes.
16.
Para 2.34 and 2.35 in the STA include an interesting observation by
the applicant’s consultant and are repeated below:
“2.3.4 The GLTM results predict that there may be decreases in some traffic
streams as a result of the proposed development (i.e. the difference between
the Do Minimum and Do Something), and although some of these decreases
could be expected as a result of reassignment of network traffic, the changes
appear to be disproportionate to the traffic increase associated with the
proposals. There are also other unintuitive projected traffic flow changes from
the GLTM.
2.3.5 However, the GLTM is a model that has been approved by LCC, the use
of which has been specifically requested by LCC in order to assess the traffic
impact of the proposed development. Therefore, the traffic projections
supplied by LCC from the GLTM have been applied within this STA as
requested.”
17. This would appear to be saying that the applicant felt that the traffic flows
provided for them to carry out their assessment of the development were
unintuitive and not representative of the changes in flow likely to be expected.
However, as the flows were provided by LCC they were used for the
assessment regardless. Whilst we would agree with the applicant’s
observations, we would not agree that the flows should be used for evaluating
the application’s impact without first determining whether these unintuitive
aspects have a material effect on the evaluation of these traffic impacts.
18. A brief examination of the provided forecast traffic flows diagrams in the
STA does raise a number of issues where forecast traffic flow changes
produced by the development are counterintuitive. Some illustrative examples
include:
•One of the largest traffic flows changes from the Do Minimum to the Do
Something scenario in the AM Peak is for traffic travelling on Fiskerton Road
south of Cherry Willingham and turning left onto the LEB southbound. This
movement is also changed in the reverse direction in the PM Peak. This is
unlikely to be produced solely by the development and is more likely to be
changes in assignment of existing traffic in the model. If this traffic is being
assigned from elsewhere in the network these flow increases may lead to flow
decreases on the Hawthorn Road corridor which artificially offsets the impact
of the proposed development.
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•In the AM Peak 34 additional PCU (passenger Car Units) leave the
development onto Hawthorn Road in the direction of Cherry Willingham,
however only 19 additional PCU actually reach the junction of Hawthorn Road
and Croft Lane. This implies the eastbound flow on Hawthorn Road is actually
reduced by reassignment caused by the development which is unlikely unless
it is due to reassignment noise in the model offsetting the true increase in
traffic due to the development.
•Traffic from the development wishing to access the existing Lincoln northern
bypass and many destinations in and to the north of Lincoln (one of the more
significant traffic movements) has three route choices: It can use Kennel
Lane; it can travel through Cherry Willingham village and then use Greetwell
Road and the LEB; or it can access the LEB using Hawthorn Road before Uturning at the LEB-Greetwell Road roundabout to travel north on the LEB.
Traffic flows on Kennel Lane are almost unchanged in both peak periods as is
traffic through Cherry Willingham village and it would appear that most traffic
from the development is choosing the latter option and U-turning on the LEB.
Based on residents views and local knowledge of traffic routes this is unlikely
to be the favoured option in reality regardless of whether the traffic model
finds this route preferable based on delay and generalised cost routing. It is
possible therefore that the traffic from the development choosing to travel
through the village or via Kennel Lane may be underestimated. The fact that
traffic through Cherry Willingham Village and on Kennel Lane is almost
unchanged by the development is very counterintuitive and is more likely due
to the way the strategic model assigns traffic to the network than what will
happen in reality.
•In the AM Peak 84 PCU exit the development onto Hawthorn Road
westbound. All of this traffic (less any traffic travelling from the development to
the Hawthorn Ave residential area which is likely to be negligible) will have to
access the LEB southbound via the new Left-In-Left-Out (LILO) left slip from
Hawthorn Road onto the LEB. However, the north arm of the Greetwell
Road/LEB roundabout only exhibits a net increase of 3 PCU (and only an
absolute increase of 29 PCU). This suggests there is a significant southbound
reduction in through traffic on the LEB to offset this difference. This is unlikely
to be caused simply by the development but appears to offset and mask flow
increases caused by the development. This masking of flows on the LEB
southbound could have implications on the impact of local traffic from the
development on the operation of the LEB and the Greetwell Road/LEB
roundabout which are potentially close to capacity at year of opening.
Overall the flow changes due to the development appear in some cases to be
masked by reassignment in the GLTM. A more robust approach would be to
use the Do Minimum traffic flows as a starting base and manually assign the
development traffic onto this base based on the applicant’s gravity model
presented in the first TA and agreed robust routing patterns. By removing
reassignment noise within the model this will provide a far more robust and
intuitive assessment. It may be that flow increases due to the development
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are non-critical when model noise is removed from the equation but this
cannot simply be assumed.
19.A brief comparison of the 2021 Do Minimum forecast traffic flows with 2018
forecast LEB year of opening traffic flows submitted to the recent LEB Public
Inquiry appear to show some significant differences with the 2021 in places
being significantly lower than the 2018 flows. Although it is recognised that the
traffic forecasts have been updated since the Public Inquiry some of the
changes seem quite significant (for example - westbound on Greetwell Road
in the AM Peak reduces from over 1000 PCU in 2018 to 717 PCU in 2018, the
northbound traffic flow on Croft Lane through Cherry Willingham reduces from
350 PCU to 145 PCU, Kennel Lane northbound reduces from 311 PCU to 213
PCU). If the 2021 base flows are too low this could potentially lead to a
significant overestimation of the level of spare capacity available within the
network post-LEB. The Greetwell Road westbound flow is of particular
importance due to the post-LEB impact of the large rise in westbound flow on
Greetwell Road in the AM Peak on Wickes roundabout which leads to
significant queuing.
20. Some critical junctions have been omitted from the STA. In particular,
some of the junctions constructed as part of the LEB scheme have been
omitted with para. 2.3.9 Of the STA stating that it has been assumed that
junctions on the LEB have been designed to accommodate future growth. We
believe this is an unsafe assumption as at the public inquiry some junctions
on the LEB were identified where if modelled appropriately may have only
limited spare capacity at year of opening. At the Public Inquiry potential issues
were also highlighted with previously published junction modelling of some of
the roundabouts on the LEB and it is unknown if the accuracy of these
existing results have been checked or any design changes made. These
junctions include:
•The Left-In-Left-Out (LILO) left slip from Hawthorn Road onto the LEB
southbound. In the junction analysis presented at the LEB Inquiry this slip
road was identified as having an AM Peak RFC between 0.81 and 0.96
suggesting there is limited scope for additional traffic joining the LEB using
this junction. There would also be limited scope for low cost improvements to
this junction to mitigate issues arising in the future if the assessment proves to
have underestimated the flows at this junction. It may be that due to changes
to flow forecasts the traffic flows generated by the development can be
accommodated at this junction but given the limited spare capacity this should
be robustly demonstrated with an audited model.
•The Greetwell Road/LEB roundabout has previously been shown at the
public inquiry to have relatively high values of RFC on some arms and It
cannot be assumed without modelling that increases in flows (especially Uturns) at this junction due to the development will not impact on junction
capacity. There are also potential issues with the accuracy of the forecast flow
increases at this junction in the AM Peak as described above. Additionally, it
was also accepted at the inquiry that unequal lane usage correction could
have been applied more accurately in the published ARCADY modelling for
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some of the proposed roundabouts on the LEB resulting in reduced capacity
forecasts and it is not known whether the modelling for this roundabout has
been subsequently checked.
Junction Modelling
21. The STA carries out detailed junction modelling at a number of junctions
potentially affected by the development. The Parish Council do not have the
resources to audit each junction model but have the comments on the
following junctions.
Greetwell Road/Outer Circle Road Double Mini-Roundabouts (Wickes
Roundabout)
22. The important issue at this junction is the performance of the Greetwell
Road East arm in the AM Peak. This arm is used by traffic from Cherry
Willingham, Fiskerton and villages further east to access Lincoln. The arm
currently regularly queues to the bottom of Greetwell Hollow and when a
modest amount of additional traffic was diverted onto this arm during the
works at the Canwick Road/South Park Ave junction significant queuing
occurred. This suggests this arm is currently almost at capacity.
23. The AM Peak flow on this arm was predicted to increase from 560 PCU to
1000 PCU (AM Peak at 2018 year of opening) due to the LEB making this a
more attractive route into Lincoln. The latest modelling reduces this increase
but is still forecasting a substantial increase to 720 PCU in the Do Minimum
scenario.
24. Rather counter-intuitively the Do Something flows are predicting a
reduction in flow on this arm in the AM Peak. It would be expected that this
route would be a highly attractive route (if uncongested) for development
traffic to access the hospital area and north Lincoln and it would be expected
that traffic on this arm would increase with the development.
25. The ARCADY modelling carried out by the applicant in the STA predicts
the Greetwell Road East arm of this junction to have an RFC of 1.16. i.e. It is
significantly over capacity.
26. The capacity of a roundabout arm in ARCADY is predicted from the
geometry of the arm and roundabout. One of the most important geometric
parameters is the effective flare length of an arm. The applicant has used an
effective flare length of 10.0m. This appears to overestimate the capacity of
the arm which is geometrically very constrained. Measuring the flare length
would suggest that it is much lower at around 1.5m rather than 10m. This
would have the effect of reducing the capacity of this roundabout arm
potentially by around 10%. Any reduction in capacity although similar for both
scenarios would tend to affect scenarios with more traffic flow
disproportionately.
27. The ARCADY model for the Do Something scenario predicts a very minor
increase in RFC in this arm from 1.16 to 1.18. However as stated above the
arrival flow on this arm actually reduces with the development included. If a
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more likely scenario is adopted with a modest flow increase due to the
development it is likely that there would be a significant increase in queues
and delays on this arm in the AM Peak. As the junction is overcapacity in both
scenarios any additional traffic generated by the development using this route
will simply add to and extend the queue. This could lead to traffic from the
development choosing instead to use other less direct, less desirable routes
leading to other unassessed impacts elsewhere.
28.A reduction in capacity due to reassessing geometry and the use of a more
intuitive development flow allocation to this roundabout arm is likely to lead to
a much more significant difference between the Do Minimum and Do
Something scenarios. We do not agree that increases in RFC on an arm
operating above 100% are less important as the increase in delay for a 1%
increase in RFC is much more significant above 100% RFC than at or below
100% RFC.
29. The STA states that improvements for Greetwell Road and the Greetwell
Road/Outer Circle Road junction are planned to accommodate the extra traffic
likely to result from the LEB. This is not our understanding of the situation
unless plans have changed since the LEB public inquiry. Our understanding is
that the planned improvements are intended to be funded by developers for
later phases of the North East Quadrant development. As no planning
permission exists for the later phases of this development and it is unlikely to
be in place in the near future these improvements could be some time away
from being provided.
Wragby Road/Outer Circle Road/Outer Circle Drive Traffic Signal Junction
30. As modelled in the STA this junction operates at acceptable Degrees of
Saturation (DOS) in all scenarios.
31. The LinSig modelling for this junction has been briefly examined although
a full check of the model has not been undertaken. Although this junction is
not nearby Cherry Willingham its operation will affect many residents who
travel through this junction each day.
32. The phase intergreens for this junction appear to contain zero second
duration intergreens for several phase to phase movements involving toucan
crossings with variable intergreens. It is possible these were incorrectly taken
directly from the signal controller specification as although the intergreens are
shown as zero duration in the intergreen matrix they are in reality variable and
the range of intergreens and likely intergreen should be calculated from
parameters elsewhere in the controller specification. This will have the effect
of increasing implemented intergreen durations and reducing the performance
of the junction, possibly significantly.
33. The cycle time is assumed to have remained at 144 seconds after the
opening of the LEB. When the LEB opens this junction will have improved
performance due to the reduction of traffic on Wragby Road. This will provide
an opportunity to reduce the cycle time from the very high current value of
144s allowing potentially significant delay reductions to be achieved. The
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development cannot therefore rely on the spare capacity created by the LEB
with a cycle time of 144 secs as this would no longer exist when the junction
is optimised for the post LEB situation. The comparison should be using postLEB optimised cycle times.
Conclusions
34. The above comments have been provided with an aim of being
constructive and ensuring that the TA and STA fully address concerns
regarding of the impact of the development. A number of comments relate to
omissions which may be straightforward to resolve or can be demonstrated to
be insignificant however a number of issues have the potential of increasing
the predicted impact of the development. It is impossible to say by how much
and whether they are material without further consideration of these issues.
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Producing the CW2020 Community Led Plan
As part of the nationally agreed process which the CW22020 Steering Group has followed
in producing this Vision and Plan, the draft report was submitted to West Lindsey District
Council (WLDC) and Community Lincs whose remit is to advise and support groups
producing such plans. They have responded as follows:
WLDC Officers: “….. it is a thorough piece of work which seems to cover all the areas
pertinent to such a plan. This will be a powerful document which will help the community
when writing funding bids or talking to the Authorities about their needs.”
Community Lincs Officer: “I was very impressed! I feel it is a well written, researched
and consulted upon piece of work. Particularly impressed with the concept of the village
partnership, we would very much like to encourage other communities to do the same. The
plan has been assessed against the Community Lincs quality standard kitemark (see top of
page) criteria and I am happy to award the kitemark but with a condition attached. The
kitemark clearly states that there must be a robust and SMART action plan included with
the main plan. I understand why there isn’t such an action plan but when the time comes
and appropriate groups/people are undertaking projects etc there needs to be an action plan
produced.” (Note from Steering Group: We acknowledge this and believe that the process
suggested in Sections 3.3 & 3.4 will meet this requirement. We request the Implementation
& Monitoring Group to consider this in its work.)

Thank you from the Members of the CW2020 Steering Group
 To all residents who gave their time to respond so helpfully at each stage of the
consultation process - we trust that we have responded in a way which addresses your
concerns and vision for the future of our community/village.
 For the support provided by the Members of the Parish Council, by Fiona Lowe from
Community Lincs and by Mary Hollingsworth and her colleagues at West Lindsey DC.
 To Andy Sharpe for his great cover design.
 The Chair personally thanks the other members of the Steering Group for the time and
effort that they have contributed over many months.

About the Kitemark
This kitemark standard has been derived from the best practices of the most successful examples from
across the county. It unifies the needs of the communities involved and service providers to produce the
best possible results into the implementation stage. The Kitemark criterion ranges from governance to
inclusion and action planning to name a few. Groups that achieve the Kitemark have shown they have
followed the national LEAD process and undertaken consultation that is inclusive, robust and is of value
when proving evidence of need with potential funders.
The Kitemark is endorsed by funders and local authorities alike, including WLDC.
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Building on all that is good about
“Make it
AMAZING”
the village and community now,
12 year old Scout
our vision is:
to create a friendlier, greener, safer, healthier
place to live;
with enhanced facilities and services which meet
the needs of all residents;
supported by a volunteering community, vibrant
voluntary organisations and partnerships and
strong relationships with other agencies whether
statutory or charitable.
1. Introduction
The members of the CW2020 Steering Group present
this Vision and Plan to all residents of Cherry
Willingham, Cherry Willingham Parish Council,
West Lindsey District Council, Lincolnshire County
Council and all other existing and potential partners.
We believe that this Vision statement
reflects the vision of residents looking
towards 2020 as we have heard it through
various consultations. This Plan then
contains
suggestions/recommendations
for delivering that vision.
From the beginning of our work it was clear that
residents felt that the village is a good place to live,
partly because of its rural feel and partly because of
its proximity to the employment, facilities and
amenities provided by the city of Lincoln. There is
also an appreciation of the facilities and amenities
within the village and of the friendly spirit to be
found here alongside the valuable role of volunteers
and voluntary organisations.
In bringing forward this Plan we want to express our
appreciation of all who have contributed to making

Cherry a good place to live. We wish to build on that
hard work. We have been aware during our work that
much is changing in the world around us and so we
have sought also to respond to some of these
developments. Some of these changes are the result
of the current national and international financial
crisis and the consequent massive cuts in state
funding for a wide range of services.
Indeed we have engaged with some of this through
the establishment of the voluntary Youth Centre
Management Committee which has enabled the
continuation of youth activities. Likewise we have
been directly involved in considering proposed
changes to library services in the village. At the same
time we are advised that there will inevitably be
significant changes/reductions in health and social
care provision for an increasingly elderly population.
There have also been major changes in national
planning processes which could have an impact on
the future of the village. The Parish Council will use
our work to develop a Neighbourhood Plan which is
part of this new framework.
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In all our work on this Plan we have accepted that
these changes are a reality and that we must respond
to them rather than simply letting others decide the
future shape of the village and its community.
All this has led us to conclude that we, as a
community, will need to be more pro-active in
meeting our own needs and especially those of more
vulnerable residents.
To this end, two key themes throughout our
proposals are the need for effective
partnerships and a strengthening of the role

of volunteers and voluntary organisations.
Some of the concerns raised and suggestions made
by residents can be addressed with relatively smallscale effort and resources. However we recognise
that some are visionary and would require large
amounts of both time and money and so may be less
deliverable especially in the short term. However, it
is important to retain these ideas, as opportunities to
deliver them may present themselves in the future
through changes in economic circumstances and
national, regional and local strategies.

2 Cherry Willingham Past and Present
2.1 Cherry Willingham Past
The village lies some 2 miles east of Lincoln and
today has a population of over 3,500. However,
reference to the 1907 ordinance survey map shows
that it was then little more than a hamlet.
Most visitors to the village today will simply see a
community that has grown dramatically since World
War 2 and be unaware that it has a much longer
history.
The earliest documentary evidence is its presence
in the Doomsday Book of AD 1086.
Gullingham / Ulingeham / Wilingeham: Bishop
of Lincoln and Osbern from him; Gilbert de
Ghent. Church, 2 fisheries.
Gilbert de Ghent - Abbot from 1076. Came from
French monastery of Marmoutie. Abbey holdings
in southern counties. One of few to escape
Danish siege of York in 1067; died 1094.

and rare example from AD1753. In the last few
years, much work has been undertaken to save and
restore a medieval fish pond which was probably
attached to the original manor house.
The village is set in the context of the Witham
Valley with its key monastic sites nearby and the
growth in importance of Lincoln itself. We believe
that both of these are significant for the history and
heritage of Cherry Willingham.
Reflecting on these facts, the CW2020 Steering
Group asked residents: “Does it matter that we
understand and value this history?” 83% of
respondents said “yes” and went on to suggest ways
in which we can use it to develop a sense of identity
for our community along with ideas about recording/
displaying it, creating heritage trails and engaging
our young people in it.

(NB: The pottery shown here was found by a
However, there have been many finds in the village resident in a garden near the medieval pond on Lady
and surrounding area from the Iron Age, through the Meers Road.)
Romans and Anglo-Saxon eras, and the medieval
period to the 19th century. A significant amount of
material excavated at our near neighbour Fiskerton
Glazed
in on display at The Collection in Lincoln.
handle
12th/14th
There has been a manor house since at least AD
century
1086 although the present building is more modern.
Splash
It is believed that there has also been a church in the
glazed
village for many centuries; the current one is a fine

Toynton type
ware with applied
decoration from
medieval kilns at
Toynton All Saints
13th or 15th
century
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Cherry Willingham Heritage Society
The Society was formed in mid-2012 - significantly
directly from the work of CW2020 - to explore
further this history, to engage residents, including
our young people, in this work and to capture it for
future generations. It has already undertaken some
interesting projects with young people at our two
schools and looks to build on this.
In the coming months and years it will undertake a
number of long-term projects including producing

information boards and leaflets for visitors as part of
a sign-posted heritage trail; capturing, collating and
making accessible a large amount of information
already available about our history and heritage; and
the creation of an oral archive drawing on the
memories of long time residents.
One of its aims is to establish a small heritage centre,
perhaps with Heritage Lottery funding, where
artefacts and other materials can be housed and
education activities be held. This links to the concept
of a Community Hub (see Section 4.8).

2.2 Cherry Willingham in the 21st Century
The detailed local information from the 2011 census
was published too late for us to be able to use it.
This section will be updated as implementation
commences. From the current information available
to us we identify the following key facts:
The village does have a
rural feel but its proximity
to, and links with, Lincoln
are key factors in shaping
the village and its services
& facilities. This means that there are a limited
number of retail outlets and other public services in
the village whilst it acts as a
dormitory for those of working
age employed in the City and
surrounding areas. This means
also that we do not envisage
any significant growth in these services and
facilities. It is served by a regular day-time bus
service (not Sundays or evenings) which facilitates
access for residents to Lincoln.
We understand that currently some 1,600 housing
units in the village, along with a residential care
home and some sheltered housing for older
residents, accommodate a population between 3,500
and 4,000. The composition of village housing
stock, including many bungalows, makes it an ideal
location for retired folk who represent around 34%
of residents - above the national average.
The needs of children and young people from the
village and surrounding area are met by the Primary
and Community Schools, the Children’s Centre, the
Youth Centre located on the Community School site
and various voluntary organisations with their
facilities such as the Scout
Hut.
There is a Parish Church,
home to the Anglican
congregation, while the
Met ho dist and V ine
Community Churches use

community buildings for their activities. The village
is also well-served by a wide range of voluntary and
sports organisations. The Village Hall is shared by
residents of the village and those of Reepham and is
located between the two villages. There is a Church
Hall available for use by the
co mmu n it y c lo s e t o t he
M i l le nn iu m H a l l ( fo r me r
Methodist Chapel) which houses
the Parish Council.
Adjacent to the Primary School there is a playing
field shared by football, cricket and bowls clubs
alongside a children’s play area/open space. There
are two more children’s play areas in other parts of
the village. The Community School has a wide
range of sports facilities including a sports hall and
3G pitches.
The Parade provides a doctor’s surgery, public
library, a number of retail and take-away outlets and
a pub. There is also another pub and a further takeaway in the village.
Responsibility for many of the public services lies
with the three Councils with administrative
responsibility for the area i.e. Cherry Willingham
Parish Council, West Lindsey District Council and
Lincolnshire County Council. At a local level the
Parish Council, itself consisting of volunteer
residents, has been working to improve village
facilities and its
appearance.
Through an active
As s o c ia t io n,
t he
village is twinned with Le Grand Luce in France.
Regular exchange visits take place.
Further information about the village past and
present can be found on the following web-sites
 Cherry Willingham Parish Council: http://
parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/CherryWillingham/
 Cherry Willingham Heritage Society: http://
community.lincolnshire.gov.uk/
cherrywillinghamheritage/
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3. Delivering the Vision through Partnership
partnership working to address the needs of older
people.
We recognise that much of this vision will In particular we propose the creation by all village
require major effort to implement and organisations of a CW Community Partnership
believe that the key to achieving as much (CWCP) as a vehicle for delivery of some of the
as possible lies in creating effective larger aspects of the Vision such as the Community
partnerships both within the village Hub. We suggest that the Parish Council be a
community and with external partners.
member of this partnership. This idea is developed
We suggest below some of the potential partnerships further in the report included at Section 4.8.
and how these may be developed.
3.2 Funding
As more than one resident has pointed out, many of
Statutory Partners
Some aspects of the vision are covered by areas of these ideas carry a considerable cost which, at a time
statutory responsibility of the three councils covering of national austerity and major budget cuts in public
the village. The report will be presented to each of services, is not going to be easy to secure. We accept
them for consideration and response in relation to that, but still believe that over the period to 2020 it
their responsibilities.
should be possible with well thought out plans to
There are aspects of the vision which may be worth secure at least some of the funding required.
communicating to other public bodies such as the In relation to the ‘public purse’ we believe that this
Police and, perhaps through the medical practice, the will be accessed by demonstrating partnership and
new GP-led health commissioning body for West how projects help to improve the quality of life of
Lincolnshire.
local people whilst delivering national and local
targets.
Partnerships with non-statutory bodies
Delivery of some aspects of the vision will benefit When it comes to other sources of funding such as
from engagement with the resources and expertise of the National Lottery, it is important to meet their
charitable bodies such as Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust funding criteria and to demonstrate both the need for
(LWT) and the Woodland Trust (WT).
the project and the existence of partnership in its
The Heritage Society will be looking to draw on the delivery. We note that the Parish Church and the
resources and expertise of e.g. Heritage Lincolnshire Heritage Society are already working towards such a
(HL) and the Society for Lincolnshire History & bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund and that they have
already responded favourably to an initial approach.
Archaeology (SLHA).
We note that the Laburnum Drive Playing Field,
Village Partnerships
A great deal of valuable work is already being Sports Pavilion, Village Hall and Scout Hut were
undertaken by a wide range of village organisations provided through the hard work and fund-raising
including the Parish Council, the voluntary groups, efforts of residents at various times. We suggest that
current residents consider this sort of collective
sports clubs and churches.
action in the future as public services are scaled
However, we believe that there is much to down.
be gained, including access to funding, by We would also ask the Parish Council to consider
extending partnership working between how the Parish Precept might be used to support
some of these developments. We note that the per
them.
capita level of the current precept is considerably
We note that Cherry Willingham Youth Forum lower than other large villages in the area and believe
(CWYF) has already been established to achieve this residents may be willing to see increases in it in
aim in relation to the needs of young people. Perhaps order to deliver some of their vision for improved
there could be a similar approach to the needs of services and facilities in the village.
children and their families.
In relation to sports activities and facilities, we
Reepham
& Cherry
believe that there would be benefit in the existing
Village
sports clubs working more closely together and with
Hall
the Community School. Section 4.4 refers to

3.1 Working with Partners
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3.3 Initiating and Monitoring Delivery
The Steering Group is keen to ensure that the Plan is seen not just as a vision for 2013/14 but that real
enthusiasm is engendered and action taken in the longer term so that the Vision becomes a reality.
Much of the implementation of the proposals in this Plan depends on the response of existing partners such
as the Councils and the creation of additional partnerships in the village. We have, therefore, identified the
specific actions which are required to initiate these processes with the understanding that more detailed
programmes and timetables will be produced through these partnerships. If it is possible to create the
Community Partnership (see Section 4.8), it could play a key and on-going role in this process.
We recommend that, following the Annual Parish Meeting (APM), an Implementation and
Monitoring Group is established to oversee this task at least until other partnerships are
able to take it on. We suggest that this Group contains representatives of the Parish
Council, the CW Youth Forum, some members of the CW2020 Steering Group and any
other residents who volunteer following the APM.
It is recommended that this new Group be responsible for undertaking the tasks below and for keeping
residents informed about progress e.g. at the Community Gala on 13 July 2013 and through the pages of the
Cherry News.

3.4 Suggested Timetable for Implementing the CW2020 Plan
March 2013

“Launch” of Plan to residents of the village at the APM

CW2020 Steering Group

Presentation of the Plan to the Parish Council, West
Lindsey District Council and Lincolnshire County
Council with the request that they respond to the
appropriate sections. Partners to be asked to respond to
the Implementation and Monitoring Group

CW2020 Steering Group
with named partners

Use of the relevant sections of the Plan to feed into the
Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan Working Party

Parish Council with
CW2020 Group

March/April 2013 Establishment of the Implementation and Monitoring
Group

Parish Council and
CW2020 Group

Invitation to village organisations to form a Community
Partnership as set out in Section 4.8

Implementation and
Monitoring Group

Communication of the relevant section of the Plan to the
Youth Forum with the request that they feed back their
response

Implementation and
Monitoring Group

June 2013

Discussion with the two Schools and the Children’s
Centre of the relevant sections of the Plan and the
identification of action points.

Implementation and
Monitoring Group

July 2013

An invitation to members of the Witham Valley Access
Project to reactivate their work especially in relation to
Section 4.6

Implementation and
Monitoring Group

September 2013

In the light of the above, further work to identify which
recommendations have been covered and which haven’t
and require further action

Implementation and
Monitoring Group

APM 2014

Presentation to residents of progress in the delivery of the Implementation and
Vision and Plan
Monitoring Group

April/May 2013
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4. Aspects of Village Life
In the tables contained within the following sections the left hand column represents the
concerns and aspirations raised by residents through the consultation process; the right hand
column some suggestions as to how these might be delivered moving towards 2020.

4.1 What Kind of Community do Residents Want to Live in by 2020?
From the beginning of our consultation through the Love It/Hate It survey it was
clear what residents value now about living in Cherry Willingham:
 The sense of rural living with the village’s feeling of peace and quiet, with its
access to the countryside and green spaces plus the wider countryside & coast of
Lincolnshire.
 Its proximity to the employment, services and
facilities of Lincoln.
 The shops and services focused on The Parade
along with the other facilities and amenities such
as the playing fields.
 The general friendliness of village residents and
its good community spirit including the voluntary organisations/social outlets
which it offers.
 The good schools and facilities for children and young people.
A foundation of our whole report is, therefore, the understanding that residents want to see these aspects of
life in the village sustained and enhanced wherever possible. We have considered residents’ suggestions for
improvements which will add value to the above alongside their concerns about things which impact
negatively on the quality of life:
Factors which affect the general appearance and
safety of the village such as litter, badly maintained
hedges and poor pavements and roads. General
management of increasing traffic through the
village including its speed.

We acknowledge the key role of the Parish Council in
dealing with some of these and in liaising with
WLDC & LCC on others. We note that the Council
has, with the support of residents, increased its
budgets for tackling these issues.

The impact of growth over the last few decades
This is addressed in Section 4.5.
and the potential impact of future growth. This
ranges from those who wish to see no further
building to those who accept some additional
housing will be required. It links to concerns about
the necessary infrastructure, services and facilities
to support a given level of population.
A desire to see improved footpaths and cycleways
in and around the village and especially access to
and over the River Witham.

This is addressed in Section 4.6.

A concern to see the retail and other services on
The Parade not only maintained but enhanced to
meet the needs of residents of the village and those
of Reepham and Fiskerton who also depend on
them. These include extended access to library
services and the doctors’ surgery. Parking policy
and practice on The Parade is also a concern.

Many of these concerns are covered in Section 4.8.
We note that discussions have taken place with the
Partners of the Doctors’ Practice and that there are
major funding issues related to branch surgeries such
as Cherry Willingham.

9

A desire to build on the current community spirit
and the work of active voluntary organisations
through more events and more effective
communication.

The Midsummer Madness programme in Summer
2012, including a Community Gala, which was
judged a success in addressing these issues and we
note plans are being made for a similar event in 2013.
Other of these concerns are covered in Section 4.8
We recognise the important role of the Cherry News
as a tool for village organisations to communicate.

Based on the value placed on them, residents wish
to see the work of the village’s voluntary
organisations and activities enhanced.
Improved access to information, advice and
guidance services.

Many of these concerns are covered by Section 4.8.
There is a desire to see the excellent facilities
available at our village schools used to support these
aims.

4.2 The Role and Needs of Our Children & Families
Based on what residents have told us, we believe that it is vital for the future of the
village that it provides a good, safe, stimulating place for families to bring up presecondary school age children. They have a significant role within the overall
demographic of the village community. We recognise the different needs of those
with pre-school age children and those whose children are in school.
To this extent we have engaged with them through our consultation processes along
with representatives of relevant village organisations, the Primary and Community
Schools and the Children’s Centre which are all key providers alongside private
providers of childcare and nursery provision. At the same time, the Parish Council has
been looking at its provision of playing fields and associated equipment.
Residents appreciate the activities for Children and Families provided by village organisations as below:
 Uniformed groups such as Scouting & Guiding
and the Cadet Corps
 Church based groups and activities
 Witham Adventure Club for Kids (W.A.C.K.)
 Special Families Club
 Children’s Centre
 Parents R Us (fund-raising), Reepham Rascals,
Buggy Service, and groups at the Children's

Centre are just some of the activities put on for
parents/carers and young children.
 The Children's Centre also provides many
interesting sessions for young children and their
families and carers.
 The library offers a story time activity run by
volunteers for young children and parents/carers
fortnightly. This has been extended because of
demand and has proved very popular.

There is a desire to see these enhanced wherever possible and better publicised, along with more support
from the community in the form of volunteers and funding. We believe that increased partnership between
the statutory providers, the Parish Council and voluntary groups working with children will be a key factor
in meeting the aim stated in the first paragraph above. We suggest that consideration is given to the delivery
of a Partnership for Children and Families along the lines of the Youth Forum (see Section 4.3)
Play areas and equipment
 There is a generally positive feeling about the
facilities at Laburnum Drive and St Paul’s but
concern about limited facilities at Hawthorn
Avenue and at none on Lady Meers.
 Possibility of additional facilities for children
with disabilities
 Possibility of additional equipment such as zip
wire, climbing ropes, basket swing/spinner,
skateboarding

 Some of this is within the remit of CWPC. They
are already looking at removing the 'No Cycling'
rule/signage. A multi-play area has recently been
installed at St Paul's with combined football and
basketball equipment.
 It is hoped to provide later an area where children
will be able to learn to ride their bikes.
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Play areas and equipment (cont)
 Provision of a soft play area
 Places both to learn to ride a bike and to ride in
safety
 Use of play areas to provide social places for
families to meet

 We note that much of the current provision of
equipment was generated by community fundraising and believe a similar approach may be
required - perhaps through the Partnership
suggested above - given that the Parish Council is
limited by the scale of the Parish Precept and
cannot access some sources of funding.

Residents are keen to see a wider access for the
whole community to the facilities at
 CW Primary School
 CW Community School
 CW Children’s Centre

 All have expressed their readiness to explore how
this may be possible perhaps through the
Partnership suggested above

Information, Advice & Guidance (IAG)
 Access to benefits and other information
services and surgeries
 Information about activities and facilities
available in the village
Other
 Concern about providing a safe environment
including parking around schools and for
walking/cycling in and around the village
 Allotments for children

 Aspects of this are covered in Section 4.8.
 The Children’s Centre already offers some IAG
services/sessions and has expressed its willingness
to engage with the Hub

 See Section 4.6
 Children’s Centre and Garden Club/Youth Centre
NEET project may assist with allotments (see p.18)
CWPC have begun exploring the possibility of
allotments at St Paul's playing fields in the form of
raised beds surrounding a paved area. This would
provide opportunity for children, including those
with disabilities, to take part in gardening activities
and could be developed also into a sensory area for
all children and young people to explore

Laburnum Drive Play Area

St Paul’s Play Area

A wintry
view
of the
Mediaeval
fish pond
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4.3 The Role and Needs of Our Young People
In this section by ‘young people’ we mean those of secondary school and college age. Based on what
residents and the young people themselves have told us, we believe that it is vital for the future of the
village that it provides a suitable place for them to grow up with quality education through our Community
School and with voluntary organisations, amenities and facilities that meet their needs. One such issue is
the provision of suitable housing to enable them to stay in the village should they wish to. This is addressed
in Section 4.5.
We are very grateful to the Head and Staff of Cherry Willingham
Community School for their support as we have engaged directly with the
young people who attend the School. In discussions with the School, we have
learned about their wish to be a true “community school” and build on the
effective partnership of the last few years. They also want to be part of the
Youth Forum and developments such as the community hub.
We applaud the work undertaken by residents, who faced with the effective
closure of the Youth Centre, have worked so hard to establish the CW Youth
Centre Management Committee thus ensuring a future for the Centre and for
youth services in the village. We are grateful that they have also facilitated
the establishment of a Youth Forum of which many of the organisations
below have become members and which has the following aims:
1. To be a direct link between the Parish Council and the young people of the village.
2. To examine ways in which each organisation can offer practical help to other organisations, such as
arranging trips and competitions.
3. To see how the recommendations from the Cherry Willingham 2020 report can be put into reality.
4. To bring together the young people of the village as, at each meeting, each organisation will be
represented by a leader and representatives of the young people.
We recommend that members of the Youth Forum be asked to co-ordinate taking forward
some of the aspects mentioned below especially in partnership with CWPC and the
Community School.
Play areas and equipment
 Some of these matters are within the remit of the
Parish Council and it is reviewing its provision of
 There is a generally positive feeling about the
appropriate equipment at its playing fields. As a
facilities at Laburnum Drive and St Paul’s but
result of consultations with Community School
concern about limited facilities at Hawthorn
students through the work of CW2020, a new
Avenue and on none on Lady Meers.
football goal/basketball net has been provided in St
 Consultation with young people through CWCS
Paul’s at the beginning of 2013. Other provision
told us that their priorities included parks
such as skateboarding facilities have been costed
enlarged and improved, additional sports
but would require access to significant funding.
facilities such as a swimming pool, a
skateboarding facility gym & football/basketball  Some of these aspects are covered in Section 4.7
and in the relevant part of Section 4.2.
equipment, and “chill-out” space.
 They also wanted additional facilities for young  We note that much of the current provision was
generated by a fund-raising group and would
people with disabilities
encourage a similar approach given that the Parish
Council cannot access some sources of funding.
General appreciation by residents of the activities
for Young People provided by village
organisations such as:
 Youth Centre managed by residents
 Uniformed groups
 Church and other voluntary groups
 Community School

 There is a desire to see these enhanced wherever
possible and better publicised, along with more
support from the community in the form of
volunteers and funding.
 We recommend that the Youth Forum should be
invited to address these issues
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Facilities
 Better use of the facilities available at CW
 The School have indicated their desire to ensure
Community School
wider use by the whole community.
 Young people are very dependent on public
 See Section 4.6
transport to access the amenities of Lincoln and
would like to see it improved in the evening and
at weekends.
 See Section 4.8
 They appreciate the facilities at the Parade.

Information, Advice & Guidance (IAG)
 Benefit and other information
 Information about activities and facilities
available in the village

 Aspects of this are covered in Section 4.8

Other residents supported much of the above and in
addition made the following comments:
 Young people must be helped to feel that they
'own'/have a personal investment/interest in any
project aimed in their direction. At the same time
'doing their own thing' is perhaps too open gentle leadership might well be needed.
 This is so important in my opinion to help them
develop.
 The fact that the youth centre is still a going
concern with council support proves that local
issues can work providing local people have a
New
equipment
St Paul’s
Play Area

vision and commitment.
 Agree that the Community School facilities are a
fantastic asset to be utilised as a focus within the
village.
 More facilities for teenagers in village.
 Subsidised travel for young people
 Important that schools offer clubs also that the
youth centre remains for young people. From
past experience they offer good support
For information we pass these on to the Youth
Forum.

The Scout Hut

Army
Cadets
HQ

4.4 The Role and Needs of Our Older Residents
important role played by older residents in the life
 Data currently available indicates that over 30%
of the village and to see their needs catered for
of residents are aged 65 plus. In line with national
alongside those of other age groups.
trends, this could rise towards 50% in the next 20
years with proportionally larger numbers in the 70  The needs of people over 60/65 are varied. For
plus and 80 plus age groups. The 2011 census
much of the past 100 years these have been the
data will provide more accurate information. This
traditional retirement ages for women and men
is above the national average and is probably a
respectively and so have been seen as the
product of a significant proportion of bungalows
transition point into ‘old age’. However, in more
within the mix of village housing and the quality
recent years, improved healthcare and increasing
of living provided by the village with its ready
life expectancy, means that the majority pass this
access to Lincoln.
age in good health.
 Within the overall aim of this plan to further  For the purposes of this report, we picture older
develop the element of ‘good neighbourliness’,
residents in three main groups:
identified positively by respondents throughout
1. Active retired who often provide the ‘bedrock’
the consultation process, we want to recognise the
for many of the voluntary groups and their
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activities thus contributing to the positive feel  The increasing demands of an aging population,
of the village. This can contribute towards
coupled with growing pressure on the public
their own needs to be active and engaged.
purse, means that there is a squeeze on the
2. Those who are able to stay in their own homes
services traditionally provided by the public
sector over recent decades. This means a greater
but are more dependent on support provided
by public services, families/good neighbours
dependency on voluntary support and good
neighbourliness for many in group 2 above.
and voluntary organisations.
3. Those who cannot be sustained in their own  We believe that these issues can only be
homes and need some form of sheltered or
addressed though partnerships between the
nursing accommodation.
community and both statutory agencies and larger
voluntary organisations such as Age UK.
 These cannot be defined by age but are more
dependent on the health and well-being of each  The following table set out some of the key needs
individual. Trends suggest that people will have
of older people as identified by residents along
to work beyond historic retirement ages with our suggestions for addressing them.
potentially impacting on their contribution to the
life of the village and its voluntary organisations.
Housing
 We would, however, recommend a review of the current
 It is vital that the demographic profile of
provision of ‘sheltered’ and ‘care home’ within the
the village is balanced and so future
village with an exploration of options for additional and
housing should be aimed at younger
specialised provision if need is identified.
people especially in the affordable
category. On this basis we do not envisage  We recommend that these issues are addressed as part of
the planning agenda (Section 4.5)
the need for additional ‘older peoples’
housing within the general housing stock
of the village.
Health care
 Access to health care is proportionately
 We note that discussions have taken place with the
greater as people grow older and so this is
Partners of the Doctors’ Practice and that they remain
a key concern for older residents of the
committed to maintaining surgery facilities within CW.
village.
 We recognise that the Practice has made considerable
 Our consultations demonstrate an
strides in informing patients about their services and
appreciation of the presence of the surgery
encourage this to continue.
and pharmacy in the village while
 Recognising that residents still need on occasions to visit
expressing concern about the day-to-day
the Nettleham surgery and other medical facilities, we
operation of the surgery.
want to encourage the voluntary driver scheme.
Social care
 We note an increasing trend towards
 We recommend the development of a more co-ordinated
enabling older people to stay in their own
voluntary network to provide ‘good neighbour’ support
homes and we believe this is the wish of
especially to those without family support immediately
the majority of such residents.
available to them. See Section 4.8.
 There is growing financial pressure on the  We recommend discussions with Nettleham Medical
support services provided by statutory
Practice and Lincolnshire West Clinical Commissioning
agencies to enable this. An example of the
Group about how this might be developed in a formal
kind of solutions these agencies are
arrangement which would also involve LCC. Such
seeking to develop is that for either
arrangements would raise issues on volunteer selection,
‘keeping people out of hospital’ or
training and information sharing between statutory and
facilitating discharge from hospital.
voluntary bodies.
 There will be a growing need for support  We note the Emergency Planning provision by the
to be provided through families and good
Parish Council to address the needs of residents in
neighbours.
extreme weather conditions and envisage that these
could be linked.
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Mobility
 One of the keys for older people is to be
able to access services when they no
longer have access to a car. This includes
access to The Parade, to Nettleham and to
Lincoln.

Social networks
 All human beings need to engage socially
with other people. One of the most
significant problems facing older people as
they become less mobile is the loss of such
contact, leading to loneliness which has an
effect on health and well-being.
 It is clear from our consultations that
residents value the generally friendly
nature of the village community and we
want to see this feeling strengthened.
 Older residents value the work of the
village’s voluntary organisations both for
the social opportunities they provide and
for the services they receive from them.

 An important part of meeting this need is maintenance
of, and where possible improvement, to bus services.
These issues need to be addressed with the service
providers and District & County Councils.
 We recommend an exploration of the possibility of
expanding the voluntary car driver scheme to assist with
some of these needs.
 In the longer term we encourage a project to consider the
provision of a village minibus (electric vehicle) perhaps
in partnership with Reepham and Fiskerton.
 While recognising some of the ‘legal’ issues involved,
we suggest consideration of a wheelchair hire scheme.
 Again we value the part played by good neighbours and
the role of churches and other local groups such as “Fit
as a Fiddle” in meeting these needs. We want to see
greater acknowledgement of, and support for, these by
the public sector especially within the Government’s
‘localism and decentralisation’ agenda.
 A significant number of residents benefit from the
activities of U3A. The Witham Valley branch of this
national organisation offers learning opportunities for
older people.
 We would also want to explore whether the groups can
benefit from working together in a community network.
 Many of these concerns are covered by Section 4.8.

Leisure and recreation
 Being active is one of the most important  There is a desire to see the excellent facilities available
antidotes to aging and older residents want
at our village schools used to support the needs of older
to see that appropriate facilities are
residents.
available from clubs through appropriate
 Action to address some of these issues is covered in
walking routes to basic meeting places.
Sections 4.6, 4.7 & 4.8
 An important service for many older
people is the library including its access to
computers for those who don’t own one.
Information, advice and guidance (IAG)
 One of the greatest problems faced by
 We support, therefore, the development of a local
older people is being aware of what
voluntary IAG service to act as a ‘signpost’ for
benefits, facilities and services are
residents including older people to sources of
available to them and how to access them.
information about e.g. benefits and services. We
recommend that this is undertaken in partnership
 The public sector makes reasonable efforts
with e.g. West Lindsey DC/LCC and Age UK along
to provide information and organisations
with e.g. the library, surgery and other village
such as Age UK also offer IAG for older
organisations.
people. One problem is that an increasing
amount of information is primarily
 A possible approach to this is covered in Section 4.8.
available through the internet to which
many older people don’t have access.
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4.5 Planning for the Future including Housing Needs
We are aware the future of the village has
to be addressed in the context of national,
county and district strategies, aims and
targets, including changes in national
planning frameworks and the development
of the Central Lincolnshire Core Strategy.
 The Core Strategy is being developed in a
partnership between WLDC, Lincoln City
Council and North Kesteven DC working with
LCC and looks towards 2031.
 We have sought to engage with this strategy and
note that it is predicated on significant growth in
Lincoln and especially large numbers of new
houses in the Greetwell Quarry Area. It also
assumes the building of the Eastern Bypass.

 There are no specific references to Cherry
Willingham in the current draft but all this
potentially has a major impact on the village,
especially given residents desire to retain its clear
physical separation from the City.
 The strategy may also contain suggestions about
the provision of a Park & Ride scheme to the
north of the City. Depending on its location it may

have an impact on Cherry Willingham.
Indeed, the question of whether there
should be further development, especially
housing, in the future has been a major
issue throughout the CW2020 consultation
process.
 A significant number of respondents were
adamant that the village is already large enough
and that further development would damage the 
nature of the village community.
 A second group suggested that development
leading to some increase in population is
necessary if the village is to retain its services and
facilities.
 The majority accepted that the pressure nationally
to meet housing need, alongside the growth
agenda for Lincoln envisaged in the emerging
Central Lincs Core Strategy, means that some
additional housing is inevitable. All were clear,
however, that conditions should be attached to 
any further development:
1. Residents should have a say in the location of
any future housing. A majority of respondents
suggest that this should be in a corridor along
Hawthorn Road between the Community
School and the Hawthorn Avenue area of the
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village. In particular there is majority
opposition to development on the Lincoln side
of the village and any which would narrow the
green spaces between the village and Reepham
and Fiskerton.
2. Significant improvements must be made to the
infrastructure of the village such as drainage
and flood protection.
3. There should be significant planning gain, i.e.
provision of additional services or facilities, as
a condition of planning permission.
4. Any such development should in particular
address the needs of the frail elderly, for starter
homes to encourage younger people to stay in
the village and affordable housing FOR local
people.
Other sections of this CW2020 Plan also carry
implications for planning e.g.
1. The need for further provision for sport and
recreation identified in Section 4.7.
2. Improvements to make the village ‘greener,
safer, healthier’ - Section 4.6.
3. Housing needs of elderly residents needing
some level of care - Section 4.4
One critical avenue to be explored which relates
to the ‘growth agenda’ in the Core Strategy is the
lower corridor of access between the village and
Lincoln i.e. Fiskerton Road/Greetwell Road.
Given the clear relationship in the Core Strategy
between Lincoln and its neighbouring villages,
and local residents acknowledgement of the same,
there needs to be some discussions about a clear
strategy for making this corridor ‘greener, safer,
healthier’ (see Section 4.6).
It has been drawn to our attention that, in some
parts of the country where there are similar
narrow roads to those in Lincolnshire, footpaths/
cycleways have been created off the road e.g.
behind the hedge line. We wonder whether this
could be an option for this ‘corridor’ or whether it
would be possible to utilise the present footpath
extending from Green Lane to the minor road
running between Greetwell and the Carlton Estate.
Access across the river to the Water Rail Way
would also provide another solution.
Delivery of the marina development - welcomed
by the majority of residents - for which planning
permission has already been granted is clearly
another key element in the of delivery of
residents’ aspirations. We envisage that the group
looking at the Neighbourhood Plan would engage
with the developer to establish their intentions in

relation to delivery and the planning conditions
land between them for future developments.
which meet the wishes of residents.
 It would also increase the target population to
 There is a concern to see a closer integration of
c7,000 thus increasing the potential for securing
the Hawthorn Avenue part of the village into the
funding especially for ‘green’ developments.
whole. This may be addressed in part if the
Issues such as access to the river, an improved
housing development suggested above takes place
footpath/cycleway network and development of
but also requires all service providers and
woodland and nature habitat would be best
community organisations to be more aware of the
considered in this way.
need of its residents.
 We have kept in touch with the concept of
 Residents have identified the importance of the
Neighbourhood Plans as included in the
relationship, both geographically and in terms of
Government’s planning changes and note that the
facilities and services, between Cherry and
Parish Council has resolved to initiate this process
Reepham & Fiskerton. We suggest, therefore, that
for Cherry Willingham. We note that in doing so
many of these planning issues would ideally be
it will build on the results of the community
tackled through a partnership of the three villages.
engagement results of the CW2020 process.
Partly this is because of the significance of the
We request the Parish Council to address the issues identified above through the
Neighbourhood Plan as the most appropriate vehicle for pursuing residents’ concerns
and suggestions and offer whatever assistance we can to facilitate the process .

Banks of
the River
Witham

Great crested
newt saves
the pond

4.6 A Greener, Safer, Healthier Village
Although residents have identified its rural setting as one of the attractions of living in the village, they
have also identified a number of ways that it can be greener, safer and healthier - all of which are
significant national agendas.
Many of these aspects of the Plan would require significant funding and partnerships with other local and
national bodies as shown below. We suggest that a number of these issues would be best addressed in
partnership with Reepham & Fiskerton as having a target population c7,000 would increase the funding
chances and provide appropriate developments both to preserve the boundaries between the villages and
ensure the use of the land between for green purposes rather than development.
In relation to some of the aspirations below we have noted that the village is relatively small in terms of
land area within the parish boundary and that this can be roughly categorised as:
1. Land occupied by the built environment - largely housing.
2. The land between Fiskerton Road and the River Witham which is flood plain which we trust would not
be used for housing and which is largely used currently for agriculture.
3. Most of the rest which is farmed intensively.
4. Small pockets of green space such as the parish and school playing fields and around the pond.
This means that there is currently very little woodland or preserved habitat for nature. We understand that
most of categories 2 and 3 are in private ownership and that any changes would require their cooperation.
A Greener Village
1. Litter and related issues
2. Improved public transport to reduce car usage
e.g. through better bus services - extended
timetable at evenings and on Sundays - and
provision of a railway station

1. See Section 4.1
2. Discussions with service providers indicate that this
will not happen without subsidies.
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3. Improved open spaces, including new woodland, 3. Refer to Planning Section 4.5
with links between them as improved wildlife
Explore possibilities through bodies such as LCC/
habitats and public access
WLDC, with landowners who can obtain grants possible advice from e.g. the Woodland Trust and
4. Improved recycling and composting schemes
Lincolnshire Wildlife Trust
5. Educational projects especially for young people
4. Refer to WLDC/LCC
5. Follow up through links with village schools - see
Sections 4.3 & 4.4
A Safer Village
Fortunately the village is fairly safe but residents want to see it stay that way and where appropriate to be
improved - especially for children and older people.
1. Management of traffic through the village Croft
Lane/Waterford Lane, Church Lane and
Fiskerton Road
2. Safer access to Lincoln other than by car along
Fiskerton Road/Greetwell Road
3. Access to and over the River Witham and to the
land between the river and Fiskerton Road
4. Improved footpaths and cycleways both in
terms of connectivity within the village and
surrounding areas
Create footpath/cycleway route between
Hawthorn Avenue and Green Lane especially
for families requiring access from the former to
the Primary School and other facilities

1. See Section 4.1

2. See Section 4.5
3. We understand that this is most likely to be
delivered through the planned marina development
4. Explore options with LCC and landowners perhaps
for permissive paths - possibly with advice from
e.g. SusTrans, Ramblers Association, Lincs
Footpaths Assoc and Campaign to Protect Rural
England (CPRE) . Possible partnerships with
Reepham and Fiskerton.

A Healthier Village
We note the national agenda concerning obesity and the efforts to get children more active along with
keeping older people active. Walking and cycling along with swimming, bowls, dancing and sports such as
new age kurling are activities - some already being offered by local groups - which can contribute to the
health of all age groups.
1. Opportunities for physical activity for all
1. Many of the proposals above will open up
opportunities for walking and cycling. Likewise
residents
Section 4.7 and will help in tackling this agenda
2. Allotments including for children will provide
physical activity and encourage healthier eating
Fit as a Fiddle - supported by Age UK - provide
exercise appropriate for older residents
The NHS offers ‘exercise on prescription’ where
this is a real problem. Currently provided at
Yarborough Leisure Centre but could be delivered
locally. Consult Medical practice
We note programmes such as Walking for Health
which is now operated by the Ramblers charity.
We note that a new gym facility has been opened at
the Community School and would hope that local
residents would have preferential access to it.
2. We understand that responsibility for considering
the provision of allotments lies with the Parish
Council and that a request from residents is
currently being considered.
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Many of these issues would require consideration at the planning level and we would ask that they are
considered as part of the development of the Neighbourhood Plan (see Section 4.5).
We suggest that many of these issues are inter-related and can be addressed through a unified approach.
We recommend that an effort is made to develop a village forum to address all these issues over the long
term perhaps building on the previous work of the Witham Valley Access Project.
In addition to the bodies noted above we have recently become aware of the Greater Lincolnshire Nature
Partnership launched on 8 November 2012. It has some 40 member organisations and has taken over coordinating delivery of the biodiversity agenda across the County. It may be another potential partner or able
to offer guidance and assistance locally.

4.7 Leisure, Sport & Recreation
Opportunities for participation in leisure, sport and
recreation activities are an important element of the
life of any community. They contribute to building a
sense of community and to health and well-being of
residents. Residents have indicated their appreciation
of the ready access from the village to the facilities
of Lincoln and its surrounding area and to the wider
delights of Lincolnshire’s countryside and coast.
However, they also value the existing activities in
the village and would wish to see further
development of these in the future.
We identify the following aspects of this agenda
which operate currently in and around the village:
1. Active participation in sport through organised
clubs including Cricket, Bowls, Football,
Badminton, Tennis, and Judo
2. Organised activities for children and young
people (see Section 4.2 & 4.3)
3. Shared interest groups and meeting places such as
the Twinning Association, knitting groups,
Women’s Institute, Mothers Union, Church based
activities, Gardening Club, social & lunch clubs,
physical exercise for older people, Heritage
Society, U3A and those provided at the
Children’s Centre.
4. Provision of library services including books and
access to the internet.
5. Recreational activities such as walking & cycling
All these function only through the effort of
committed volunteers and the generation of funds.

We would encourage generation of both volunteers
and funding through the proposed Community
Partnership (see Section 4.8).
The delivery of these activities depend also on good
quality facilities such as:
1. Meeting places e.g. the Parish Church, the Church
Hall, the Village Hall, the Millennium Hall, the
Children’s Centre, the Community School’s hall
and indoor sports facilities.
2. Outdoor play areas and sports grounds such as
those at Laburnum Drive, St Paul’s and Hawthorn
Avenue (all CWPC) and the Community School’s
outdoor pitches.
3. Those required to ensure continuation of library
services through engagement of the community in
a partnership with LCC.
4. Access to green spaces with well maintained foot
and cycle paths (see Section 4.6).
Residents are concerned to ensure that existing
facilities are protected and that further developments
are made to these alongside possible new provision.
We suggest that a long-term strategy is developed
between the owners/operators of these facilities to
ensure a co-ordinated approach to the continued
funding and operation of all these facilities. This
could be delivered through the proposed Community
Partnership and the Community Hub agenda. It may
be helpful also if the various sports clubs worked
together on the facilities agenda supported by the
Partnership.

School sports field

Laburnum Drive sports field

School’s 3G pitches
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The following are some specific longer-term priorities identified by residents which could be considered
through this process:
 E.g. a youth shelter, Skateboard
-BMX park, street dance
facilities and wall for tag art
 New cricket or football pitch
and pavilion to relieve pressure
on Laburnum Drive field







Fitness trail play areas & pond  Informal woodland walks/
riverside/country walks
Picnic area with tables
 Lighting on play parks to
Outside/green gym
increase availability and
Swimming pool
enhance everyone’s safety and
Improved footpaths and access
security.
to the river for recreational use

External Support and Partnership
We are aware of a great deal of talk about the
Olympic/Paralympic legacy and the Government
talks about building partnerships between local
sports clubs and schools, about competitive sport in
schools and about the need to provide better
facilities. We are not clear what substance there is to
this but presume that the District and County
Councils can advise on this. In addition we presume
that national sports associations have a role to play in
supporting local clubs to achieve these ends.
There are national health agendas around getting all
generations more active as part of the fight against

obesity. We understand that it may be worth
pursuing this with the West Lincolnshire Clinical
Commissioning Group when it comes into operation
in April 2013.
We note that the Lincolnshire Sports Partnership can
offer fund raising and communications advice plus a
small number of sport specific officers who can help
establish e.g. local rounders league. Part of their
organisation is the Lincs Active Community
Network (LACN) which offers sports coach hire e.g.
6 sports (incl dance) access across 3 evenings and
taster sessions. This is done in partnership with
village organisations but funding has to be secured
locally.

4.8 A Community Partnership and Community Hub
A. Creating a Community Partnership
1. Section 3 of the Plan sets out the potential for delivery of our shared Vision through enhanced
partnerships and shared activities.
2. We suggest that a key tool in achieving this would be the establishment of a Community Partnership to
work alongside the Parish Council and other agencies/village organisations to establishment
foster co-operation between them and to encourage the engagement of residents
of a Community
in providing voluntary services in the village. We stress that this is to work in
Partnership
partnership with the Parish Council, who we see as a key member of the
Partnership, to deliver activities which are outside its remit including access to funding streams not
available directly to the Council.
3. Such a model needs to be financially sustainable and have the capacity to manage its activities. It will
preferably also be ‘owned’ by the community in some form.
4. We recommend that the members of this Partnership should be village organisations rather than
individual residents partly because its role would be about using their
combined resources more effectively and partly because it would provide members of this
Partnership
continuity. We would anticipate that eventually the Partnership would be a
registered charity and company limited by guarantee. Member organisations should be village
would nominate a representative who would be a trustee/director. We are organisations
aware that such models exist in other communities and we could learn from
these.
B. Community Facilities and Services
1. Our consultations with residents over the last 18 months have indicated that they:
1. Value the retail and other services currently provided on The Parade and
want to see these not only retained but developed to reflect the continued
growth of the village population. (It is noted that the retail and other services
on The Parade are used also by residents of Reepham and Fiskerton.)
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2. Would wish to see a more integrated approach to residents’ needs for information, advice and
guidance (IAG) perhaps working with e.g. WLDC’s benefits services, the Police, Age UK and CAB.
3. Can be unaware of all services and activities available in the village and unclear how best to obtain
information although we note the valuable role of the Cherry News in this.
4. Want to see actions which develop the community spirit in the village and enhance current voluntary
activities.
2. We note that other facilities in the village include:
1. The village hall located midway between Cherry and Reepham which provides the largest community
-owned meeting space available to village residents.
2. Both schools which are significant assets for the village. We believe that they are ready to explore
how their facilities can be better used for the whole community.
3. The Youth Wing at the Community School which will shortly be operated by the newly formed
voluntary Youth Centre Management Committee.
4. The Children’s Centre operated by LCC and located on the Primary School site. It already offers IAG
and other support services, principally to families with children under five.
5. The Millennium Hall owned by the Parish Council and providing its operational base.
6. The Church Hall (see below).
7. The current Library building and medical practice owned respectively
by LCC and the Doctors’ Practice.
3. Amongst other possible developments in the village we have noted that:
1. The Church Hall Management Committee is looking to refurbish and
redevelop the Hall to make it even more useful to both the Church and the wider community.
2. The recently established CW Heritage Society is keen to see the provision of a
facility (museum) for displaying artefacts and information about the history and
heritage of the village (see Section 2).
3. The Church Hall Committee and Heritage Society are considering a joint bid to
the Heritage Lottery Fund for these projects. In preliminary discussions with the
Fund, its representatives have encouraged a bid with a broad compass such as that
envisaged in the Community Hub concept below.
C. A Community Hub for Cherry Willingham
1. We recommend, therefore, the creation of a Community Hub to co-ordinate a wide range of facilities and
services and especially to enhance access to information, advice and guidance
creation of a
services for residents of all ages. It would provide maximum benefit if there is a
physical base on The Parade for the Hub but other locations would be possible. Community Hub
It would draw also on other community assets and services in the village whether provided/owned by
statutory agencies or community organisations.
2. We suggest that the Community Partnership detailed above would be the best vehicle to deliver this. It
could own/have a lease on a core Hub building but all other buildings would remain in current
ownerships.
3. Cherry Willingham Parish Council have indicated an interest in locating the parish office closer to the
‘heart’ of the village should a Hub be developed. Such a move would mean that the Millennium Hall
would be freed, either to be sold to provide funds for CWPC or to be used as part of a Community Hub.
4. We envisage, therefore, that the core offering through a central Hub could include an office base for
CWPC and the Parish Clerk; facilities, including internet access, to offer integrated IAG services;
potentially library services should discussions progress with LCC; and Cherry Connects as an electronic
service (e.g. through Facebook) to enable residents to engage with each other on matters of mutual
concern.
5. Depending on space, other options in the central Hub might include additional meeting space for
Community use; training services for local residents e.g. in conjunction with the schools, Job Centre Plus
or U3A; and a ‘village heritage centre/museum’. In many instances such hubs incorporate a community
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café but we would not wish to compete with existing food provisions on The Parade. However we
would wish to explore how existing facilities can be enhanced or complemented.
6. The ability to operate such a hub will depend significantly on:
1. the willingness of village organisations to support it,
2. an adequate supply of volunteers from the community probably with a part-time paid coordinator to
oversee the hub and recruit, train and supervise the volunteers,
3. capital funding to reorder and equip the relevant premises,
4. the ability to generate funds for operational costs.
All these would need to be tested as part of the implementation agenda for the Plan.
Notes on Funding
We have not explored this in any detail but are aware of the following:
1. WLDC’s Community Assets Fund which is loan funding for community enterprise. This requires an
element of trading and so we are not sure at this stage whether this is relevant. CWPC could also secure
a loan from the Public Works Loan Board interest free and repayable over ten years.
2. There are possibilities with the Heritage Lottery Fund and perhaps general lottery funding.
3. Lincolnshire Co-op have funding available up to a maximum of £3,000 to support the establishment of
co-operative businesses plus a general grant fund.
4. The Quirk Report “Making Assets Work”, sets out criteria for management and transfer of assets from
Council into Community Ownership and the possibilities afforded by this should be fully explored.
5. The proposals within this report accord very closely with the current Government position on “Big
Society”, it is understood that funding and support to assist in this may be available via either the
County or District Council.
6. We are aware of other sources of advice and funding which can be explored. Some of these are
accessible to CWPC but others are available only to community groups.
7. Subject to CWPC’s decision-making/consultation processes we believe that there may be options to
support this project through the parish precept given the high level of support for such developments
among residents as demonstrated through our consultation process.
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Appendix 1 The Story of CW2020
Developing the Vision & Plan by Listening to Village Residents
The following shows the key dates and actions in the process of developing the Plan. A lot of other work
was undertaken in between by the members of the Steering Group including formal and informal
conversations with village residents and village organisations.
March 2011: On the initiative of the Parish Council the question of producing a ‘parish plan’ was raised
at a very well-attended Annual Parish Meeting with a presentation by Janet Clarke of Community Lincs
– an organisation recognised by WLDC and LCC to act on their behalf to support and monitor villages
that set out on this course. The meeting indicated a clear wish that the process be set in motion and a
steering group be appointed with the following aims:
1. To produce a shared vision of life in Cherry Willingham, along with practical plans/actions for
achieving that vision, through our own efforts as residents and village organisations and by influencing
the decisions of Parish, District and County Councils and other appropriate public and private bodies.
2. To engage as many residents of the village as possible, along with non-residents users of its facilities
and services, in the process of developing the vision and plan.
The clear advice was that this should not be done by the Parish Council but should contain representatives
of the Council – later agreed at three. An invitation was given to residents at the Annual Parish Meeting to
join the Steering Group (the Group). This invitation was repeated on many occasions - at events and
through the Cherry News - and a number of residents responded.
April 2011: Preliminary meeting to constitute a Steering Group. The Group further consulted Community
Lincs and looked at a number of existing village plans. On their advice the Group adopted the nationally
recognised nine-stage Community Led Plan Toolkit and followed it to the end. They advised also that
the Group maintain its evaluation records throughout the process and that this would provide the evidence
for seeking the Kitemark by which such plans are judged.
September 2011: The Cherry News was used to reach out with a Love It/Hate It survey – a tool
recommended by Community Lincs. Ninety-seven responses were received representing c150 residents.
This provided evidence of issues which concerned residents both positively and negatively.
March 2012: Survey responses were used to frame some thoughts about the future which were the subject
of another major consultation at another well-attended 2012 Annual Parish Meeting. This was publicised
both through the Cherry News and by leaflets hand-delivered by members of the Group to all homes in the
village. This was complemented by a Saturday session in the Library using the same materials. Again
there was a very positive response from residents with c100 forms completed representing at least 140
residents.
In the meantime, a Councillor and the Chair of the Group led a citizenship lesson with every year/form
group at the Community School. This included asking them about their views on the future of the village.
Some Group members and other residents then ran a three day programme with Year 9 engaging them in
more in depth thinking how the village can better meet their needs. Again both of these provided a large
amount of the data used to shape this document.
July 2012: Early in 2012 the Group consulted the Parish Council and all village organisations about the
possibility of holding a community event which would include a further CW2020 consultation. This was
agreed and a considerable number of volunteers, including members of the Group, were involved in
planning a series of events under the banner ‘Midsummer Madness’. This comprised the Primary School
Summer Fair on 30 June, a Community Gala at the Community School on 1 July and the Church
Summer Fete on 7 July. Courtesy of funding from WLDC and CWPC, this was publicised in the Cherry
News and through a leaflet drop to all houses in the village, followed by a programme in the days
immediately preceding the events. It is estimated that some 400 people attended the Gala.
The Group used the data from the previous consultations to produce posters and a questionnaire for use at
each of the three events - all attended by members of the Group. The response from residents was very
positive and encouraging in relation to the issues identified and suggestions made as the basis for the
CW2020 Plan. Some 74 forms were completed representing at least 100 residents. Others told us that they
agreed but didn't feel the need to complete the questionnaire.
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The material for each these consultations and the associated questionnaires, along with analysis of
residents’ responses can be found at on-line at http://parishes.lincolnshire.gov.uk/CherryWillingham/ or via
the Parish Office.
At these events, and through the Cherry News, the Group also invited residents who were interested in any
specific aspect of the Plan to join a small short-term working party on that particular issue. A number did
respond positively and were involved in the groups but, unfortunately, others weren’t able in the end to
find the time to actually engage in them.
Members of the Group have also met representatives of both Schools, the Children’s Centre and a number
of village organisations.
July- September 2012: At the request of LCC Library services, the Group was involved with the Parish
Council in a joint working party to consider the possible engagement of the local community in the future
delivery of library services in the village. This was linked to the Group’s proposals for a Community Hub
and Community Partnership. This matter is the subject of separate processes involving the Parish Council
but could link to the proposals in section 4.8 of this Plan.
October/December 2012: On the basis of residents’ responses through the engagement process outlined
above, and its own ideas for addressing these, the Group produced a final draft of this Plan . Much of this
work was done by smaller working parties consisting of members of the Group alongside the residents who
responded to the above invitation.
January/February 2013: Working with Community Lincs and West Lindsey District Council, the Group
finalised the Plan and arranged its printing in preparation for its presentation to partners and residents at the
2013 Annual Parish Meeting in March.

Appendix 2: Membership of the CW2020 Steering Group
Mrs Lynn Holmes
Cllr Valerie Houghton
Mr Martin Joy
Mrs Hazel Larcombe
Mr Mike Mason
Mrs Hazel Moss

Mr Ian Pike
Cllr Jenny Robinson
Mr Barry Robinson
Mr Derek Sidman
Mrs Jean Trahearn
Mr David Stubbs

Mr Gordon Heard was also a member but sadly died before the Plan was published.
Other people were members of the Group for varying lengths of time but felt unable to continue
due to other commitments - our thanks to them and to others who were members of our working
parties or assisted us in other ways.
Between us the Members belong to and/or represent the following village organisations:
St Peter & St Paul’s Church
CW Parish Council
CW Children’s Centre
CW Twinning Association
CW Gardening Club
CW Women’s Institute
CW Heritage Society
CW Youth Centre
CW Methodist Church
CW Youth Forum
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APPENDIX 4
CWPC’s response to the Regulation 19
Proposed Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan consultation

Proposed-submission Local Plan.
Event Name

Proposed-submission Local Plan

Comment by

Cherry Willingham Parish Council ( Cherry Willingham
PC)

Comment ID

PS435

Response Date

25/05/16 13:37

Consultation Point

Policy LP52: Residential Allocations - Large Villages
(View)

Status

Processed

Submission Type

Email

Version

0.4

B1
Do you consider the Local Plan to be legally
compliant?

Yes

B2
Do you consider the Local Plan is:
Positively prepared

No

Justified

No

Effective

No

B4
If you have indicated 'No' to question B1 or B2 above, please give details in this box. Please be as precise
as possible and follow guidance on the website. You can also use this box to set out your representation if
you support the Local Plan.
The quantum of new housing provision identified for Cherry Willingham is accepted as appropriate.
The sustainable qualities of the preferred sites in terms of location are also recognised. Previously,
the Parish Council and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group had commented that any further provision
would result in undue pressure on existing services (some of which are already suffering) and would
also undermine opportunities for place making. In that respect, the Parish Council had indicated through
West Lindsey District Council and the Central Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit, their aspirations for
growth in a preferred direction (to achieve other identified village objectives in respect of open space,
woodland/village walks/parkland context/ a tying together of the village form and to take advantage of
an opportunity to create a new distinctive village character) to the west of the Community School. The
village has suffered over the years from too much house building of a generic house style which has
delivered little in the way of community infrastructure (open space/play provision/landscaping/walks
etc as evidenced by the supporting work underpinning some of these draft policies) and has a

Powered by Objective Online 4.2 - page 1

commitment through its emerging Neighbourhood Plan to ‘raise the bar’ for quality of development. A
planning application for circa 300 dwellings has now been submitted to West Lindsey District Council
for determination on land that directionally better satisfied the emerging Neighbourhood Plan objectives.
Although a formal response from the Parish Council is yet to be submitted and the application yet to
be determined, the Parish Council is concerned that should the application be approved, that the
preferred allocations should be omitted from the Plan (to accord with the evidence base for strategic
growth distribution). It is considered that inclusion of the proposed allocations in the event of a 300
house development being permitted would be unsound and contrary to evidence directing appropriate
levels of growth to identified settlements.
B6
It is important to note that written and oral representations carry exactly the same weight and will be given
equal consideration in the examination. As such, and if you are seeking a modification, do you consider it
necessary to participate at the oral part of the examination?
Yes - I do wish to participate at the oral examination

Powered by Objective Online 4.2 - page 2

APPENDIX 5
CWPC’s response to planning application
(ref: 134103 Land South of Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham)

Cherry Willingham Parish Council
Millennium Hall, 16 High Street, Cherry Willingham, Lincoln,
LN3 4AQ
Tel: 01522 753398 E-mail: cwparishcouncil@gmail.com

CWPC Planning Committee Comments for Planning Application
134103 – Proposed Residential Development on Hawthorn Road,
Cherry Willingham
We apologise for the time taken to finalise the Parish Council comments in respect of the above
application, but as I’m sure you will appreciate, this is a significant and controversial development
for the village. The Parish Council was also expectant of further dialogue with the developer and
their agent prior to any presentation of the application to the West Lindsey Planning Committee and
is disappointed that this did not take place.
The Parish Council, however, undertook two public engagement events to ascertain the views of
residents and ensure that these could be taken into account in its deliberations.
Members of the public were also encouraged to forward their individual comments direct to West
Lindsey.
Earlier observations from this Council in respect of the submitted Transport Assessment were
provided and response has been made by the applicant’s consultant.
Having reviewed those comments and the recent response of the County Highway Authority, the
Parish Council still has concerns and disagrees in relation to some of the detail provided, but accepts
the general conclusions reached.
In terms of the principle for development, this Council has previously indicated through the CW2020
Community Plan and the emerging village Neighbourhood Plan that Hawthorn Road constituted a
preferred direction of growth for the village.
In part, that preference was driven by an appreciation that better quality development outcomes
may be achievable than have historically been secured for the village. The expectation and desire is
not to see the ‘gap ‘between the village and ‘Little Cherry’ (Hawthorn Avenue) eroded and built out,
but strengthen connections and opportunities for integration with this less than sustainable enclave
(that has no services and is distanced beyond practical walking distance from the village facilities).
The opportunities (as proffered by the landowners and their agents in earlier discussions with the
Parish Council) could also deliver additional/new areas of open space, woodland, countryside walks
– all of which are either limited or not presently available to the village.
These objectives, together with a desire to ‘raise the bar’ for development in the village are the
mainstay of the emerging Neighbourhood Plan and have been evidenced and confirmed through the
Issues and Options consultation exercises as agreed aspirations for the community.
Please note in this respect, that although it is accepted that the Neighbourhood Plan has not
progressed sufficiently far, for its intended policies to be given any real weight, recent reports by
planning officers at West Lindsey have stated that the Neighbourhood Plan has not reached an

Issues and Options stage. This is not correct and somewhat concerning given the significant and
lengthy meetings that have previously been undertaken with relevant officers.
Issues and Options were identified and consulted on some time ago. The current position is that a
draft plan is being finalised for consultation. In that context, we would respectfully suggest that the
current position does allow for appreciation of the emerging plan as an intended ‘direction of travel’
and in that context some legitimate consideration in the planning process
The Parish Council is also aware that the emerging Local Plan confirms a planning status for the
village and an expectation for the scale of growth that would be appropriate. The Parish Council
supports that general position but its submissions in relation to consideration of wider place making
opportunities that may result from growth to the immediate west of the Community School have
not been acknowledged.
The proposed allocations for the village therefore have been identified to the east side of the village.
There is recognition that these are well related to the existing village form and in close proximity to
the majority of services /facilities, but they do not have the potential to deliver other needed
amenities and enhance ‘sense of place’ to the same degree.
The Council is concerned that the granting of a permission on the application site and retention of
the proposed allocations in the emerging Local Plan would be at odds with the strategic levels of
growth confirmed and evidenced as appropriate for the village and would cumulatively have adverse
impact on the villages sustainability.
In that context, were the application to be approved, the Council would wish to solicit the support of
West Lindsey District Council as Local Planning Authority in seeking to recognise that position in the
emerging Local Plan and remove the proposed allocations as they stand – in the same way that the
earlier incarnation of the Draft Local Plan was non-committal for allocations in other villages,
pending outcomes of planning applications/appeals.
The Parish Council appreciates that the current Local Plan policies in respect of housing have been
considered as ‘out of date’ given the lack of a deliverable 5 year land supply position such that there
is a presumption in favour of sustainable development (ie development that performs the economic,
social and environmental roles required by the NPPF).
it is also appreciated that the application has been submitted in outline only, without seeking
approval of reserved matters.
However, significant amount of information has been provided to support the application to address
technical matters and other considerations pertinent to the consideration of the proposal as
‘sustainable development.’ The applicant and their agents have also indicated a willingness to work
with the Parish and develop suitable Design Codes for the development if planning permission were
forthcoming
For the details submitted, the Parish Council would make the following observations/comments,
some of which raise some significant concerns:
•

•

Transport impacts on the village arising from the proposed development have been a
concern consistently raised by the community. Notwithstanding the general conclusions
reached by the County Council, it is considered essential that appropriate mitigation can be
provided should the Lincoln Eastern Bypass (LEB) not be progressed. Such mitigation should
also look to off-site traffic management measures through the village.
It is noted that the County Council has requested a financial contribution towards delivery of
the LEB. The Memorandum of Understanding referred to by the County Council effectively
requires that ‘In considering planning applications submitted ahead of the delivery of the

•

•

•

•

•

•

LEB; NKDC, WLDC & City as far as they are able, will prioritise any LEB contribution sought in
respect of such planning application above other contributions sought under section 106 of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and CIL Regulation 122’. Strong objection is raised
by the Parish Council to the suggestion of a priority contribution for the LEB above that of
localised education and health impacts. Priority focus for any justified contribution should
be to mitigate local impacts. It is perverse to legitimise priority contribution for an
infrastructure project that brings limited benefit to the community where the development
is proposed! There is also no clarity within the County Councils submission as to how that
contribution amount requested has been arrived at. If calculated on the basis of anticipated
CIL payments, then the Parish Council does not believe that the request satisfies the
relevant tests. Equally, it is premature to apply those tariffs which are still in draft form and
do not reflect current planning requirements for s.106 contributions to be necessary to
make the development acceptable in planning terms, directly related to the development,
and fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind. Failure to deliver necessary and justified
health and education improvements would render the development as unsustainable and in
those circumstances should be refused.
A Masterplanned approach is welcomed and considered necessary for a development of this
scale, such that any permission should essentially be tied by condition to agreed principles
and the approval of a Design Code for the buildings, open space, landscaping, highways,
other areas of public realm and their management. The Officers Report does not advocate
such a condition. It is strongly considered (as agreed in principle by the applicant and
referenced in their submission) that such a condition should be imposed to ensure
acceptable development outcomes from such a sizeable development. Such an approach is
advocated in National Planning Practice Guidance.
The observations raised by Freeths in their objection to the proposal are supported in so far
as they relate to the lack of a direct, suitable footpath/cycleway connection with the village
facilities and services. Without such provision, the proposal is essentially a large culs de sac
and significantly undermines the sustainable credentials for the proposal. Provision of such
a link is considered an essential response to the Core Planning principles of the NPPF and
policies relating to sustainable transport and Requiring Good Design. The Parish however,
considers that such a link is eminently achievable and should be a requirement for the
development. This is considered to be a significant shortcoming of the proposal.
The Landscaping Strategy Plan is misleading – the school playing field should not be
considered as part of the proposal. It provides an immediate context (and opportunity) for
the development, but is not a strategic provision arising from the scheme. In general terms,
the indication of areas of public open space and landscaping is however welcomed.
The inclusion of a pedestrian/cycleway connection to Green Lane is welcomed. It is
important that an appropriate rural/landscaped context for this is secured to ensure use of
an attractive, enjoyable connection is provided and maintained.
The suggested mix of houses does not suggest appropriate response to the needs of the
village. Whilst a mix is required, there is also a need for some larger family homes. This is not
recognised in the Design and access Statement.
The indicative layout suggests a comparatively ‘hard edge’ to the development as
approached from the west. Notwithstanding the implied hedgerow/tree planting, to ensure
and reflect the rural characteristics of the site and the context for the village and Hawthorn
avenue, there should be a visual ‘filtering’ of the development into its countryside setting.
The Officers Report advocates a deep buffer along the edge. Whilst establishing a landscape
context is appropriate, it is not necessarily appropriate for a linear edge (albeit through
landscaping) to be created.

•

•

•

As response to objectives for raising the design bar and the profile to the village (which the
applicants have confirmed support to), the Design and Access Statement should address
how this may be achieved eg larger units along the frontage, landmark (not necessarily large
or bold) at strategic locations within the development.
A 25% affordable housing provision is indicated. The Parish council is concerned about
reference in the Design and Access Statement to this ‘delivering the affordable housing in
the Lincoln Area’. It is essential that provision should firstly be for residents in need in the
village, with a subsequent stair casing approach to those in neighbouring West Lindsey
villages. The inclusion of provision for the elderly and discount market housing as an
element of the affordable provision would also be supported by the Parish Council.
The agreement to the contributions requested for the enhanced provision of primary school
facilities and improved Doctors surgery facilities/services are noted and considered as
essential (see also previous comments). Both facilities are under significant strain and
pressure that can only be exacerbated by the proposed development. A contribution to
mitigate should be secured.

In conclusion, the Parish Council does not consider that as submitted, the proposal constitutes
sustainable development.
However, on balance, the Council would be generally supportive of the principle of development on
this site subject to amendments incorporating the requirements or responding positively to the
comments above.
Although some of the issues raised relate to detailed/reserved matters considerations, it is
considered that the scale of development proposed legitimises a master-planned approach in order
to ensure satisfactory, sustainable outcomes.
The ‘ground rules’ for successful development need to be established with clarity and certainty at
this stage.
As a consequence, it is considered that planning permission should only be granted if the above
requirements are negotiated/secured.
The potential support of the Parish Council is also caveated on the basis that further allocations
through the emerging Local plan process be reduced or removed.
The Parish Council would welcome the opportunity to discuss/negotiate further with the applicant
before any final decision is reached.

M. Vail (Parish Clerk)
26/7/16
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1.0 INTRODUCTION
1.1

Barton Willmore Landscape Planning and Design (BWLPD) were commissioned by Cyden Homes
Ltd to undertake a landscape and visual appraisal of land at Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham
('the Site'), in order to determine its suitability for residential development with associated
open space (‘Development’) and to provide landscape and visual advice to assist in integrating
such development into the surrounding landscape.

1.2

A landscape appraisal is the systematic description and analysis of the features within the
landscape, such as landform, vegetation cover, patterns of settlement and transport routes
and land use which create a particular sense of place. A visual appraisal assesses visual
receptors, which are the viewers of the landscape, and could include viewers at locations such
as residential properties, public open space and Public Rights of Way (PRoW).

1.3

In order to explain the potential of the Site to accommodate Development, the key objectives
of this assessment are to:
•

Assess the landscape features and character of the Site and its context;

•

Assess the visibility of the Site and the nature and quality of existing views;

•

Assess the contribution of different parts of the Site and its locality to the Green Belt;

•

Identify the landscape and visual opportunities and constraints for residential and open
space development within the Site; and

•

Consider, in summary form, the likely landscape and visual effects of such development,
including in relation to the proposed allocation for residential development of land on
the eastern edge of Cherry Willingham.

Methodology
1.4

In order to explain the potential of the Site to accommodate Development, the key objectives
of this assessment are to:

1.5

•

Assess the landscape features and character of the Site and its context;

•

Assess the visibility of the Site and the nature and quality of existing views; and

•

Assess in summary form the potential landscape and visual effects of the Development.

A landscape appraisal is the systematic description and analysis of the features within the
landscape, such as landform, vegetation cover, patterns of settlement and transport routes
and land use which create a particular sense of place. A visual appraisal assesses visual
receptors, which are the viewers of the landscape, and could include locations such as
residential properties, public open space and Public Rights of Way (PRoW).
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Introduction

The methodology for the landscape and visual appraisal and summary assessment of potential
landscape and visual effects is based on principles of good practice from Guidelines for
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA) 3 rd Edition 1.

1.7

In summary, the fundamental considerations in the assessment of landscape and visual effects
are the sensitivity of landscape features, visual receptors and landscape character areas; and
the magnitude of change (adverse and/or beneficial) that these receptors are likely to
experience as a result of Development.

1.8

Landscape character has been assigned a sensitivity based on the combination of: character
and quality of the existing landscape (value); and its ability to accommodate the type of change
proposed (susceptibility). These factors are rated as follows:
Table 1.1: Landscape Value
Level

Criteria

High

Landscape area of distinctive components and characteristics which may also
be nationally designated for scenic beauty. A landscape feature which makes
a strong positive contribution to landscape character e.g. a mature tree or
woodland.

Medium

Landscape area of common components and characteristics which may be
designated at county or borough level for its landscape and visual qualities. A
landscape feature which makes some positive contribution to landscape
character.

Low

Landscape area/feature of inconsequential components and characteristics,
undesignated and with little or no wider recognition of value, although
potentially of importance to the local community.

Very Low

Landscape area or feature that is undesignated and providing no positive
contribution to the landscape.

Table 1.2: Landscape Susceptibility

1.9

Susceptibility

Criteria

High

The receptor is likely to have little scope to accommodate the type of
development proposed without undue consequences upon its overall integrity.

Medium

The receptor is likely to have some scope to accommodate the type of
development proposed without undue consequences upon its overall integrity.

Low

The receptor is likely to be able to accommodate the type of development
proposed with little or no consequences upon its overall integrity.

The landscape magnitude of effect (change) is informed by judgements about the precise
nature of the change brought about by Development both in terms of the existing landscape

1

Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, 2013
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character and landscape elements / features and the addition of new landscape elements /
features, and its duration and reversibility, as set out below.
Table 1.3: Landscape Magnitude of Effect (Change)

1.10

Magnitude

Criteria

Large

Pronounced change to the existing landscape receptor that may affect an
extensive area. The change may be long-term or may be irreversible.

Medium

Partial change to the existing landscape receptor that may affect a relatively
extensive area. The change may be medium-term or may be irreversible.

Small

Limited change to the existing landscape receptor that may affect a relatively
limited area. The change may be short-term or reversible.

Very Small

Very slight change to the existing landscape receptor that may affect a limited
area. The alteration may be short-term or reversible.

None

No change to the existing landscape receptor.

The sensitivity of a visual receptor is a combination of the value of the view and the
susceptibility of the visual receptor, the latter being primarily based on consideration of the
extent to which a visual receptor is focused on appreciation of the landscape.
Table 1.4: Value of Views
Value

Criteria

High

View of/from a location that is likely to be of national importance, either
designated or with national cultural associations.

Medium

View of/from a location that is likely to be of local importance, either
designated or with local cultural associations.

Low

View of/from a location that is not designated, with minimal or no cultural
associations.

Table 1.5: Susceptibility of Visual Receptor
Susceptibility

Criteria

High

People at their place of residence;
People engaged in outdoor recreation, including users of Public Rights of Way
(ProW), whose attention is likely to be focused on the landscape; and
People travelling along recognised scenic routes or where their appreciation
of the view contributes to the amenity experience of their journey.

Medium

People engaged in outdoor sport and recreation, where their appreciation of
their surroundings is incidental to their enjoyment; and
People travelling on secondary roads or country lanes, rail or other transport
routes.

Low
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Criteria
People at their place of work.

1.11

The sensitivity of a visual receptor results from the combination of value and susceptibility and
is rated as high, medium or low. Typically, a high value and high susceptibility would result in
a high sensitivity; and a low value and low susceptibility would result in low sensitivity.

1.12

The criteria for magnitude of visual effect (change) are set out in Table 1.6.
Table 1.6: Visual Magnitude of Effect (Change)

1.13

Magnitude

Criteria

Large

The proposals will cause a pronounced change to the existing view, resulting
in the loss or addition of features that will substantially alter the composition
of the view. The change may be long-term or may be irreversible.

Medium

The proposals will cause a noticeable change in the view, resulting from the
loss or addition of features in the view and will noticeably alter the composition
of the view. The change may be medium-term or may be irreversible.

Small

The proposals will cause a limited change in the view, which would not
materially alter the composition of the view. The change may be short-term
or reversible.

Very Small

The proposals will cause a barely perceptible change in the view. The change
may be short-term or reversible.

None

No change discernible in the view.

The combination of magnitude of change and sensitivity of receptor results in a significance of
effect of neutral to major (adverse or beneficial). Assessment of significance of effects is
subject to professional judgement but in broad terms, where a receptor of high sensitivity
experiences a large magnitude of change as a result of Development, the significance of effect
is likely to be major. Conversely, where a receptor of low sensitivity experiences a very small
magnitude of change as a result of Development, the significance of effect is likely to be
negligible.

1.14

Where it is considered that there is potential for both beneficial and adverse changes, these
magnitudes of change are noted and the balance of these considerations used to inform
conclusions on significance of effect.
Table 1.7: Significance of Landscape Effects - Criteria
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Significance
of
Landscape Effect

Criteria

Major
Beneficial

Alterations that result in a pronounced improvement of the existing landscape
resource. Valued characteristic features would be restored or reintroduced as
part of Development.

Moderate
Beneficial

Alterations that result in a partial improvement of the existing landscape
resource. Valued characteristic features would be partially restored or
reintroduced.

Minor
Beneficial

Alterations that result in a limited improvement of the existing landscape
resource. Characteristic features would be restored to a limited degree.

Negligible
Beneficial

Alterations that result in a very slight improvement to the existing landscape
resource, not uncharacteristic within the receiving landscape.

Neutral

Neither beneficial nor adverse effects on the existing landscape resource.

Negligible
Adverse

Alterations that result in a very slight deterioration to the existing landscape
resource, not uncharacteristic within the receiving landscape.

Minor
Adverse

Alterations that result in a limited deterioration of the existing landscape
resource. Characteristic features would be lost to a limited degree.

Moderate
Adverse

Alterations that result in a partial deterioration of the existing landscape
resource. Valued characteristic features would be partially lost.

Major
Adverse

Alterations that result in a pronounced deterioration of the existing landscape
resource. Valued characteristic features would be wholly lost.

Table 1.8: Significance of Visual Effects – Criteria
Significance
Visual Effects
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of

Criteria

Major
Beneficial

Alterations that typically result in a pronounced improvement in the existing
view.

Moderate
Beneficial

Alterations that typically result in a noticeable improvement in the existing
view.

Minor
Beneficial

Alterations that typically result in a limited improvement in the existing view.

Negligible
Beneficial

Alterations that typically result in a barely perceptible improvement in the
existing view.

Neutral

Neither beneficial nor adverse effects on the existing view.

Negligible
Adverse

Alterations that typically result in a barely perceptible deterioration in the
existing view.

Minor
Adverse

Alterations that typically result in a limited deterioration in the existing view.

Moderate
Adverse

Alterations that typically result in a noticeable deterioration in the existing
view.

Major
Adverse

Alterations that typically result in a pronounced deterioration in the existing
view.
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2.0 SITE CONTEXT
Site Location/Settlement
2.1

As shown on Figure 1, the Site is located in the northern part of Cherry Willingham, a
substantial, predominantly residential settlement situated to the east of the city of Lincoln.
Cherry Willingham is connected to Lincoln by the east-west Hawthorn Road. The main body of
the settlement lies approximately 1.88 kilometres (km) to the east of the edge of Lincoln, at
its nearest point. Approximately 370 metres (m) to the west of the Site lies an outlier of Cherry
Willingham in the form of residential development at Hawthorn Avenue and other roads
(hereafter referred to as ‘Hawthorn Avenue’), which lies approximately 1.1km to the east of
Lincoln. The parish boundary forms a broadly square shape, encompassing the main part of
the settlement and the area of development at Hawthorn Avenue.

2.2

The western extent of the main part of the settlement (at Long Meadows and Waterford Lane)
extends broadly as far west as the eastern edge of development at Hawthorn Avenue and is
separated from it by approximately 460m across two agricultural fields. The western edge of
development at Hawthorn Avenue is aligned with the Parish Boundary and is marked by the
‘Cherry Willingham’ place name signage on Hawthorn Road.

2.3

The northern edge of the settlement is broadly defined by the course of Hawthorn Road. The
north-western part of the main body of the settlement comprises the Cherry Willingham
Community School, adjoined by sports pitches to the south. The north-eastern edge of the
settlement on Hawthorn Road is separated from the considerably smaller village of Reepham
by two agricultural fields, forming a gap of approximately 200m. The south-eastern extent of
the settlement, approximately 890m from the nearest extent of the Site, lies approximately
950m from another smaller village to the east, Fiskerton; and separated from it by a series of
agricultural fields. The eastern boundaries of the settlement are defined by residential edges
to field boundaries. The southern edge of the settlement is defined by Fiskerton Road.

2.4

Cherry

Willingham

is

undergoing

substantial

expansion,

including

recent

residential

development in the main part of the village at Jubilee Close, immediately to the east of the
Site; and at Lady Mears Road on the south-eastern edge of the settlement; and to the west at
Hawthorn Avenue (Franklin Way and Wesley Road). In the wider setting, the existing influence
of Lincoln on the adjoining landscape on the eastern side of the city, in the form of recent
residential development south of Hawthorn Road, is due to be extended by the construction of
the eastern bypass, extending across the landscape between the existing settlement edge and
Hawthorn Avenue.
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Topography
2.5

As shown on Figure 2, the topography of the wider area surrounding the Site is dominated by
the valley of the River Witham to the south and the elevated landform associated with the city
of Lincoln to the west. The River Witham cuts through the north-south ridgeline plateau on
which the northern part of the city of Lincoln is situated, as it flows east and then, beyond
Fiskerton, turning south-east towards the North Sea at Boston, passing through an extensive
area of flat, low-lying fen. The flat valley floor extends west at an elevation of approximately
5m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) as far as the city of Lincoln. Cherry Willingham is situated
on the northern flank of the valley, with settlement extending down the slope as far as the
edge of the valley floor. A number of shallow side valleys extend north from the valley floor,
including one extending into the southern western part of the Site.

2.6

An interlocking series of shallow ridgelines and valleys extend east from the plateau, gently
falling from an elevation of approximately 35-40m AOD at the eastern edge of Lincoln, towards
the low-lying land to the east, which lies at an elevation of approximately 10m AOD.

2.7

Hawthorn Road extends along one of these shallow ridgelines on which also lies development
at Hawthorn Avenue and in the northern part of Cherry Willingham.
Vegetation

2.8

The extent of structural vegetation in the vicinity of the Site is illustrated in Figures 1 and 3.
The area includes a small to medium-sized field pattern, delineated by native species
hedgerows, with hedgerow trees. There is relatively limited structural woodland in the vicinity
of the Site, but small woodland blocks are evident at Fox Covert, south-west of Hawthorn
Avenue; and at various locations to the east of Cherry Willingham.

2.9

Street tree and ornamental garden tree planting is evident within some parts of Cherry
Willingham although streets tend to have limited canopy vegetation.

2.10

Native tree species in this area are dominated by ash. Hedgerow species include hawthorn and
elder.
Designations and Access

2.11

As shown on Figure 1, the Site is not subject to any landscape designations.

2.12

A limited number of listed buildings are located within Cherry Willingham, separated from the
Site by residential development. A Scheduled Monument lies in the vicinity of Greetwell Hall
Farm, approximately 1.2km to the south-west of the Site.
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A limited number of Public Rights of Way (PR)W) traverse the landscape surrounding the Site,
but these include the route of PROW CHER/133/1 - GTWL/133/1 which extends between the
western end of Green Lane, Cherry Willingham and the hamlet of Greetwell, which lies
approximately 1.5km to the south-west of the Site.
Landscape Character

2.14

Published Landscape Character Assessments at the National, Local Planning Authority (LPA)
and Neighbourhood levels have been reviewed. The extent of relevant character areas is shown
on Figure 1 and relevant extracts are included in Appendix 1. Characteristics and guidelines
of these assessments relevant to the Site and Development are set out below.
National

2.15

The Site lies on the boundary between two National Character Areas (NCA), as a result of its
location in the transitional landscape between the ridgeline plateau to the west and the fenland
to the east. The elevated northern part of the Site lies within National Character Area (NCA)
45: Northern Lincolnshire Edge and Coversands, for which noted Key Characteristics of
relevance to the Site and Development include the elevated large scale arable landscape with
extensive rectilinear fields and few boundaries; limited woodland cover; long, straight roads
and tracks, often with wide verges; nucleated medieval settlement patterns following major
routes noted to be sparse on higher land; and the prominent landmark of Lincoln Cathedral.
The more detailed description notes the presence of occasional shallow dry valleys and that
field sizes tend to be smaller around the villages.

2.16

The southern part of the Site lies within NCA 44: Central Lincolnshire Vale, for which noted
Key Characteristics of relevance to the Site and Development include the predominantly broad,
low-lying, very gently undulating arable vale, crossed by many streams; predominantly arable
farmland with pasture on the heavier clays and around villages; in general, a regular pattern
of medium to large-sized arable fields with hawthorn-dominant hedgerows and few hedgerow
trees; very limited semi-natural habitat; a deeply rural, tranquil landscape with sparsely
distributed small nucleated settlements; and Lincoln Cathedral which provides a landmark
across much of the area.

2.17

It is considered that the noted tranquillity of the landscape is not particularly applicable to the
Site as it lies on the western side of Cherry Willingham, close to the influences of the eastern
edge of Lincoln, soon to be increased by the introduction of the Lincoln Eastern Bypass. The
reference to tranquillity is of more relevance to the eastern side of the settlement, which lies
adjacent to open countryside extending around smaller scale settlements including Reepham
and Fiskerton.
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District
2.18

At the District level, the Site lies within Landscape Character Area 6, Lincoln Fringe, of the
West Lindsey Landscape Character Assessment (1999). This Area is described as flat
agricultural landscape with expanded settlements, as a result of proximity to Lincoln, creating
suburban influences. The approaches to these settlements are dominated by built form.
Medium sized fields are bounded by hedges with few hedgerow trees. Long, relatively open
views are obtained, including to Lincoln Cathedral. The ‘most sensitive’ parts of the landscape
are views of Lincoln Cathedral; historic village cores; enclosure roads; remaining tracts of open
countryside between settlements; and trees and hedgerows.

2.19

This is of some relevance to the Site, although the reference to ‘flat’ landscape does not apply,
given the topographical variation described above. The assessment also provides more detail
on the relatively built up character of settlements near to Lincoln, such as Cherry Willingham,
as well as the interrelationship of settlement and the wider landscape.

2.20

Overall, it is concluded that the value of the landscape as described in this assessment, is
medium-low as it is not locally designated and there is limited wider recognition of value,
although the visual focal point of Lincoln Cathedral in this area is noted. The susceptibility of
the character of the landscape to the type of change proposed is low as it is in keeping with
the existing characteristic expansion of settlements in this area. The sensitivity of this
Landscape Character Area to the type of development proposed is therefore considered to be
medium-low.
Neighbourhood

2.21

At the neighbourhood level, in March 2014 Lincs Design Consultancy prepared a Landscape
Character Assessment on behalf of Cherry Willingham Parish Council, to inform the preparation
of the Cherry Willingham Neighbourhood Plan. The findings of this report are considered below,
and are examined critically for robustness. Further detail on the baseline is given in sections 3
and 4 of this LVI-SA.

2.22

Section 3 considers Cherry Willingham and its context and, in terms of settlement pattern,
suggests that the settlement is separated into two areas by the railway line. This is not how it
is experienced in terms of character on the ground as Croft Lane passes from one substantial
area of 20 th century suburban character housing and local shopping in the south, over a level
crossing, into another substantial area of residential development and the Cherry Willingham
Community School. The railway line is unobtrusive amid the built development and trackside
vegetation and does not create a fundamental separation in the settlement.
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Furthermore, the assertion that the railway has created “ a n o b v i o u s d e v e l o p m e n t

b o u n d a r y f o r t h e s e t t l e m e n t a n d h a s p r e v e n t e d i t f r o m s p r e a d i n g n o r t h ” is quite
obviously untrue, even if recent development at Jubilee Close (not shown on the report
mapping) is discounted. The report notes that Fiskerton Road forms the southern boundary of
the settlement, as does Waterford Lane to the east [sic – presumably ‘west’] but makes no
mention of the exact same role that Hawthorn Road provides to the north. This series of
misjudged observations on settlement pattern is misleading, notably as they appear in the
introductory text to consideration of the settlement character. This section also notes that
Lincoln lies approximately 5km to the west. This is also untrue, lying as it does less than 2km
to the west at the nearest extent of the main part of the village and just over 1km to the west
of Hawthorn Avenue.
2.24

In terms of the character of Area 1 ‘Land to the North of the Railway’, which includes the Site,
the report accurately notes the relatively open rolling character of the land, more enclosed to
the south and of smaller scale field pattern to the east. The report reiterates the notion of the
separation of Cherry Willingham by the railway line which again, is not how the settlement
character is perceived on the ground. The report notes the presence of the extensive views
from the PROW extending west from the settlement.

2.25

The report divides the character area into smaller parcels, typically based on existing field
boundaries. With regard to Area 1B, the northern part of the Site, the report notes views
obtained through the ‘broken boundary’ of the hedgerow flanking Hawthorn Lane, which it
describes as important/key views. The elevated camera viewpoint of the Google Streetview
image used to illustrate Area 1B gives the false impression of a relatively open view from
Hawthorn Road. In reality, current views from the roadway and roadside cycle path, are
typically screened by hedgerow vegetation, although momentary glimpsed views are obtained
through occasional gaps in the hedgerow. Although it is accepted that the scale of the
hedgerow may have increased in the two years since the report was written, the lack of genuine
eye-level photography in this part of the report is deceptive. On the basis of these concerns,
the conclusions drawn in the report in relation to the importance of this view in terms of Visual
Sensitivity, Landscape Sensitivity, Overall Sensitivity, Landscape Value and Overall Capacity
are questionable.

2.26

The report also notes that Area 1B is part of “ o p e n l a n d b e t w e e n s e t t l e m e n t s ” , without
specifying what those settlements are. If the reference is to land between Cherry Willingham
and Lincoln, this is not credible given the presence of extensive built development at Hawthorn
Avenue between Area 1B and the city. If the reference is to land between Cherry Willingham
and development at Hawthorn Avenue, this observation has more validity if Hawthorn Avenue
is considered a separate settlement, although it does not identify the extent of built form in
Cherry Willingham extending west, to the south of the Area, nor does it acknowledge the fact
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that development at Hawthorn Avenue is perceived by the local community to be part of Cherry
Willingham (see below).
2.27

The landscape value for Area 1B is noted to be Moderate. This contrasts with the community
expression of the value of this land, as set out in the Neighbourhood Plan Vision, November
2014 (see below), that this area would be appropriate for built development linking the two
parts of the settlement. It is clear therefore that this land is perceived to be of limited value
to the community as undeveloped landscape. Whilst this view was published after the
neighbourhood level Landscape Character Assessment, it does call into question the
conclusions on landscape value that are included in the Landscape Character Assessment
document, which do not appear to account for community views, contrary to the ‘Topic Paper
6’ (Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002) definition of landscape value set
out in paragraph 2.1.2 of the Landscape Character Assessment and the recommendations under
‘New Emphasis on Stakeholder Participation’ on page 15 of ‘Landscape Character Assessment
Guidance for England and Scotland’ (Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage, 2002)
also cited as informing the methodology used, as set out in paragraph 2.2.1 of the Landscape
Character Assessment Report. If the assessment had followed the guidance cited (it provides
no explanation as to why this wasn’t done), then it seems likely that the community views
would have been elicited.

2.28

There is furthermore an apparent contradiction between the description of a “ b u s y e d g e t o

s e t t l e m e n t ” which is accurate in so far as it recognises the presence of the school with its
substantial built form and high level lighting and existing residential development where such
glimpsed views are obtained from Hawthorn Road (in what the report describes as “ a n

i m p o r t a n t v i e w t o t h e e d g e o f s e t t l e m e n t ” ); and the assertion that the area is “ v i s u a l l y
s e n s i t i v e t o c h a n g e ; c o u l d b e d i f f i c u l t t o m i t i g a t e a g a i n s t ” . Notwithstanding the reality
that such views from Hawthorn Road are not typically obtained owing to the hedgerow
vegetation, the description clearly acknowledges the existing influence of the settlement edge,
which suggests that development of the area would be in this context and would potentially
provide an opportunity to provide a more locally appropriate settlement edge, including partial
screening through planting; and a gateway feature to this part of the settlement, including
treatments recommended in the District level character assessment (see below).
2.29

The report is therefore considered to be partly accurate in respect of Area 1B but also includes
an erroneous judgement, illustrated by photography unrepresentative of the experience in
reality, in relation to the nature of views from Hawthorn Road, which undermines the credibility
of the sensitivity and value ratings and ultimately the “ l o w t o m e d i u m ” Overall Capacity
rating.
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In relation to Area 1F, which forms the southern part of the Site, the report accurately notes
the relatively small field pattern, but does not explain that the “ r o l l i n g t o p o g r a p h y ” is
actually a shallow valley form falling west and then south towards the River Witham. This is
important as it is a legible physical feature, which would be an important influence on any
development in this area, notably in respect of drainage and any associated green
infrastructure. The report also omits to note the views obtained across this area from open
space forming part of the recent development at Jubilee Close (possibly as a result of predating completion of this development).

2.31

It is also unclear as to why development in Area 1F, which adjoins residential development

“ w o u l d h a v e a n a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h s e t t l e m e n t ” , but the same observation is not made in
respect of Area 1B, which adjoins the school, including its prominent built forms and lighting
infrastructure. The implications of this inconsistency are born out in the summary of Overall
Capacity (described at one point as ‘Low to Medium’ and ‘Medium’ at the end of the Area 1F
table and in Appendix C, Landscape Capacity Plan), in the emphasis on development providing

“ a n e x t e n s i o n t o t h e e x i s t i n g d e v e l o p m e n t ” and “ a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o c r e a t e a m o r e
p o s i t i v e e d g e t r e a t m e n t t o s e t t l e m e n t ” . These considerations are not applied to Area 1B,
for reasons that remain unclear.
2.32

It is noted that the land included in Area 2A is proposed to be allocated for development in
the Central Lincolnshire Proposed Submission Local Plan (considered further in Section 6
below). The description of this area is considered to be broadly accurate although it is not
explained why the PROW across the south of the area (from which are obtained entirely open
views to open countryside to the north-east from the settlement edge and views of the
settlement edge from the PROW) “ d o e s n o t p r o v i d e i m p o r t a n t v i e w s o u t o f t h e

s e t t l e m e n t ” and that, in any event, adverse impacts on views from the PROW “ c o u l d b e
m i t i g a t e d ” . This contrasts markedly with the assertion in relation to Area 1B that glimpsed
views through gaps in hedgerow vegetation from Hawthorn Road towards the lighting
infrastructure and built form of the school form an important view; and furthermore that the
effects on such views would be difficult to mitigate. This inconsistency between the judgements
undermines the credibility of the ratings for this area and the ultimate conclusion that it is of
High/Medium-High Capacity.
2.33

The summary justification for this conclusion is:

“Provides opportunity for development. Directly adjacent to
settlement; opportunity to improve edge characteristics. Any
development should mitigate against views in from PROW.”
2.34

The reasons given as to why this area provides an opportunity for development are all
applicable to Areas 1B and 1F. The reasons why such commentary and consequent Capacity
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rating are not equally applicable to Areas 1B and 1F are not set out in the Landscape Character
Assessment.
2.35

Similarly, the conclusions for Area 2B, which adjoins Fiskerton Road as it approaches the
eastern edge of the settlement in a very similar fashion to Hawthorn Road adjacent to Area
1B, are notable in minimising levels of sensitivity and resulting in Overall Capacity of
Medium/Medium-High. Again, there is an inconsistency of approach that is not justified in the
report.

2.36

The landscape value for Areas 2A and 2B is noted as Moderate/Medium to Low. This appears
to contrast with the community expression of the value of this land, as set out in the
Neighbourhood Plan Vision, November 2014 (see below), that this area is important for
maintaining the perception of green space between Cherry Willingham and Fiskerton. As above,
whilst this view was published shortly after the neighbourhood level Landscape Character
Assessment, the lack of any community input to consideration of landscape value does call into
question the basis for the judgements of landscape value, given the use of the Topic Paper 6
methodology, which explicitly mentions this factor (see paragraph 2.1.2 of the Landscape
Character Assessment).
Local Landscape Character

2.37

In the light of the above, a more localised assessment of landscape character has been
undertaken. The key characteristics arising are summarised as follows:
•

The elevated landform of the ridgeline is emphasised by built development on Hawthorn
Road, both in the vicinity of and to the east of the school but also at Hawthorn Avenue.

•

This pattern of settlement following roadways on slightly elevated land is repeated in
the surrounding area, notably at North Greetwell, Reepham and the southern part of
Sudbrooke, in relation to the shallow ridgelines extending east from the plateau in the
vicinity of Lincoln; and at Cherry Willingham, Fiskerton and Washingborough, in relation
to elevated land containing the valley of the River Witham.

•

There is therefore clearly a historic pattern of built form on elevated land in this area
and its prominence in the landscape is well established.

•

The school to the east of the Site, including tall and large buildings and high-level
lighting, creates an adverse influence on the adjoining landscape and an incongruous
gateway feature to the main part of the settlement from the west.

•

There is clear intervisibility between the area of settlement at Hawthorn Avenue and
the main area of the settlement, but this relationship is not closely integrated on the
ground, notwithstanding the road and cycleway joining the two parts of the settlement.
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The valley landform extending into the western part of the settlement creates a
distinctive landscape structure in the vicinity of the western area of Cherry Willingham
and relationship with the valley of the River Witham to the south.

•

The current extents of recent residential development in Cherry Willingham do not
create a distinctive sense of place as a result of their lack of structural landscape
framework and harsh edges to the adjoining landscape.

•

Notwithstanding the open nature of the landscape extending west from the Site, it is
subject to the influences of built form to the east, north-west, south and south-west,
as well as the relatively busy road corridor to the north.

•

The landscape of the settlement edge in the vicinity of the Site is therefore considered
to be of medium-low value as it is not designated, is formed of common components,
with little or no wider recognition of value, noting that the Neighbourhood Plan group
2020 Vision set out the desire of the village to see the land flanking Hawthorn Road to
be developed as part of linking the two parts of the settlement (see further explanation
below). This is a clear indicator of a lack of perceived landscape value of this area in
the local community.

•

The susceptibility of the character of the landscape in the vicinity of the Site to the type
of development proposed is considered to be medium-low as a result of the existing
influences of built development within the existing settlement edge and the potential
to replicate a locally characteristic development pattern of settlement extending along
elevated land.

•

Overall the sensitivity of the character of this area of land to the type of development
proposed is considered to be medium-low.

Landscape Character Guidance
2.38

For NCA 45, Statements of Environmental Opportunity (SEO) of relevance include SEO3,
relating to maintaining the sense of place and the diversity of settlements and landscape
features through measures including expanding semi-natural habitats; retaining inspirational
long views, including to Lincoln Cathedral; maintaining settlement pattern; ensuring that
development is well-integrated into the landscape; providing more interpretation and access
through green infrastructure links; and incorporating green infrastructure with SuDS into new
development, including providing access and recreational opportunities for residents.

2.39

For NCA 44, relevant SEOs include SEO1, which proposes the restoration of natural watercourse
and flood plain functionality to enhance habitat creation and linkages; ecosystem capacity to
regulate water quality and flow and reduce soil erosion; and enhanced character and
recreational experience. Measures to achieve this include expanding the network of seminatural
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courses/bodies to capture sediment and nutrients; designing new sustainable drainage
schemes in conjunction with enhanced green infrastructure, including access routes to increase
access to the countryside.
2.40

SEO 2 proposes protecting and enhancing the rural character and tranquillity of the Vale,
through measures including a locally informed design approach to development; good design
and appropriate screening; woodland planting around settlement fringes to integrate
development; and green infrastructure links from settlements increasing recreational access to
the countryside.

2.41

Whilst these considerations are all of some relevance to the Site, it is considered that the
relevance of maintaining rural character and tranquillity may be applicable to the wider area,
but is of less relevance in the vicinity of the Site, which lies on the Lincoln side of the settlement
of Cherry Willingham which is itself a locally characteristic suburban expansion of an older and
much smaller village settlement. It is considered that the relevance of such an aim is of more
relevance to the eastern side of the settlement, where the tranquillity of the rural landscape
is not influenced by urban and imminent roadway development associated with Lincoln and
settlement is smaller scale and more rural in character.

2.42

At a District level, relevant Principles for Landscape Management and for Accommodating New
Development include hedgerow and tree planting; opportunities for greenways; a varied range
of buildings at settlement edges with new planting to integrate development and partially
screen views from the surrounding farmland; a sensitive design of positive gateways to villages
including locally appropriate built form; continuation of historic development patterns,
including green infrastructure; and retaining small fields as part of new developments on
settlement fringes.
Policy

2.43

At a national level, National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states in Paragraph 17 that
planning should take account of the different roles and character of different areas and
promote the vitality of our main urban areas. In relation to Good Design, NPPF goes on to
state, in Paragraphs 58 and 61 that development should, among other points:
•

Function well and add to the overall quality of the area;

•

Establish a strong sense of place;

•

Use buildings and streetscapes to create attractive and comfortable places;

•

Optimise the potential of the site to accommodate development, including green and
other public space;

•

Respond to local character and reflect the identity of local surroundings and materials,
while not preventing or discouraging appropriate innovation;
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•

Be visually attractive as a result of good architecture and appropriate landscaping; and

•

Address the connections between people and places and the integration of new
development into the natural, built and historic environment.

2.44

Section 11: Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment, notes in paragraph 109 that
the planning system should contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by,
among other points, " p r o t e c t i n g

and enhancing valued landscapes, geological

c o n s e r v a t i o n i n t e r e s t s a n d s o i l s " . Paragraph 110 sets out that the aim, in preparing plans
for development, should be to minimise adverse effects on the local and natural environment,
and that plans should allocate land with the least environmental or amenity value. Paragraph
114 notes that furthermore, local planning authorities should promote networks of green
infrastructure.
2.45

At the District level, planning policy currently includes saved policies of the West Lindsey
District Local Plan First Review 2006. These include Policy STRAT 1: Development Requiring
Planning Permission, which refers generally to protecting the Plan area’s character; in point X
to the retention of existing vegetation and the incorporation of landscape mitigation; and in
point VI to:

“The impact on the character, appearance and amenities of
neighbouring, and where relevant, other land, including visual
encroachment into the countryside”
2.46

Policy RES 1: Housing Layout and Design, refers to the need to design in harmony with the
character of the locality in terms of built form and landscaping.

2.47

Policy CORE 10: Open Space and Landscaping within Developments, refers to landscaping that
will assist in integrating the development into the surrounding environment and the retention
of existing features.

2.48

Policy NBE 10: Protection of Landscape Character in Development Proposals, states that:

“High priority will be given to conserving the distinctive
landscape features, landscape character and the landscape
amenity value of the District. Development will not be permitted
if it is likely to have an adverse impact on the features, setting
or general appearance of the Landscape Character Areas as
defined in the Landscape Character Assessment and amplified in
the Countryside Design Summary.
In cases where development is to be permitted proposals should
meet the following criteria:
i. It should respect and enhance local distinctiveness;
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ii. The scale, design and materials used should reflect local styles
and respect the local environment;
iii. Important landscape features should be maintained or
enhanced as part of the scheme;
iv. Development should not have a detrimental effect on skylines
or important views.
Areas of particularly high local landscape value because of their
distinctive characteristics have been identified on the Proposals
Maps as Areas of Great Landscape Value.”
2.49

Policy NBE 20: Development on the Edge of Settlements, states that:

“Development will not be permitted which detracts from the
rural character of the settlement edge and the countryside
beyond.
Where development on the edge of settlements is permitted the
Council will require:
i. Design proposals which respect and maintain the existing
character and appearance of the boundary of the settlement
footprint, or result in the improvement of an unattractive
approach;
ii. An agreed scheme of landscape treatment and/or open space
provision.”
2.50

The Central Lincolnshire Proposed Submission Local Plan (April 2016), includes draft Policy
LP17: Landscape, Townscape and Views, which requires a positive response to features
contributing to the character of the area; and consideration of views in to and out of
development areas. This includes creating new public views where possible. Particular
consideration is required in relation to views of significant buildings and views across open
landscapes. Policy LP20 refers to the maintenance and improvement of the green infrastructure
network, including through development proposals. Policy LP26 refers to the need for design
the contributes positively to local character, landscape and townscape. Criteria of relevance to
landscape and visual considerations include:

“…
c. Respect the existing topography, landscape character and
identity, and relate well to the site and surroundings,
particularly in relation to siting, height, scale, massing, form and
plot widths;
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d. Not result in the visual or physical coalescence with any
neighbouring settlement;
e. Not result in ribbon development, nor extend existing linear
features of the settlement, and instead retain, where
appropriate, a tight village nucleus;
f. Incorporate and retain as far as possible existing natural and
historic features such as hedgerows, trees, ponds, boundary
walls, field patterns, buildings or structures;
g. Incorporate appropriate landscape treatment to ensure that
the development can be satisfactorily assimilated into the
surrounding area;
h. Provide well designed boundary treatments, and hard and soft
landscaping that reflect the function and character of the
development and its surroundings;
i. Protect any important local views into, out of or through the
site;
…”
2.51

The Site is not subject to a draft allocation for development. Land to the north and east of
Rudgard Avenue and Thornton Way, on the eastern edge of Cherry Willingham, is subject to
draft allocation for development (site references: CL1179, CL1181 and CL4433).

2.52

At the level of Cherry Willingham Neighbourhood Plan, there is no plan document yet prepared
but the 2020 Vision and Plan (dated November 2014) makes the following point on page 16
with regard to settlement pattern:

“1. Residents should have a say in the location of any future
housing. A majority of respondents suggest that this should be
in a corridor along Hawthorn Road between the Community
School and the Hawthorn Avenue area of the village. In particular
there is majority opposition to development on the Lincoln side
of the village and any which would narrow the green spaces
between the village and Reepham and Fiskerton.
…
There is a concern to see a closer integration of the Hawthorn
Avenue part of the village into the whole.”
2.53

This is of note in that it sets out clear principles a) that Hawthorn Avenue is seen as part of
the settlement; b) that there is a desire to reinforce the settlement linkage between this area
and the main part of the settlement whilst avoiding further westwards extension towards
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Lincoln (assumed, in the context of the first point made, to be from the west of Hawthorn
Avenue or west of Waterford Lane); and c) that diminution of the open land between Cherry
Willingham and villages to the east should be avoided. These conclusions place a community
perception of value on the landscape to the east of Cherry Willingham and suggest less value
is placed on the landscape between the main area of Cherry Willingham and settlement at
Hawthorn Avenue.
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3.0 SITE APPRAISAL
3.1

As illustrated on Figure 3 and Site Appraisal Photographs A-G, the Site comprises a variety
of landscape features and character influences. The principle unifying feature is the shallow
valley form in the central area of the Site (Site Appraisal Photograph C), which creates a
distinctive sense of place from that evident along the more elevated northern field of the Site
flanking the Hawthorn Road corridor (Site Appraisal Photographs F and G). The valley is
formed of land falling from approximately 25m AOD in the northern area of the Site, to
approximately 20m AOD in the centre of the Site before rising to an elevation of approximately
25m AOD on the southern edge of the Site.

3.2

Hedgerows (robust to the south but more gappy to the north) form the western boundary of
the Site to the wider landscape (Site Appraisal Photographs A, D and G) and internal
hedgerows largely contain the smaller eastern field from the rest of the northern part of the
Site. The southern part of this field, at the valley floor, is defined by more sporadically placed
canopy trees (Site Appraisal Photographs C and E). Hedgerows form the edge of
development to the east, including the school, sports pitches and residential development but
this built form and development to the south of the railway line nevertheless remain prominent
(Site Appraisal Photographs A-C and E-F). A varied but typically substantial hedgerow
forms the edge to Hawthorn Road (Site Appraisal Photographs F and G).

3.3

Long distance views out to the west are obtained, although this is subject to screening
vegetation within the Site and vegetation and built form at locations further west, notably Fox
Covert and development at Hawthorn Avenue. Focal points include Lincoln Cathedral and the
Bomber Command Memorial Spire (Site Appraisal Photographs B, C and D).
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4.0 VISUAL APPRAISAL
4.1

A visual appraisal of the Site from the surrounding area was undertaken in September 2016,
in late summer conditions of full leaf cover on deciduous vegetation. The areas of search for
visual appraisal fieldwork were based on an interpretation of topography in the surrounding
area to ascertain locations from where views towards the Site would be obtained, not
accounting for localised screening in the form of built form and vegetation, which was
confirmed on the ground. A number of representative Site Context Photographs (1-13)
have been used to demonstrate the current visibility of the Site from publicly accessible
viewpoints in the surrounding area, taken from near (0-400m from the Site), middle (401700m) and long distances (701+m) from the Site.

4.2

The locations from which these photographs were taken, as well as an indication of existing
visibility in summer conditions, are shown on Figure 4. Commentary on likely visibility in
winter conditions is also provided.

4.3

As a result of intervening landform; vegetation, including hedgerows and canopy trees; and
built form, there are no views of the Site from lower lying land on the floor of the River Witham
valley, from west of Hawthorn Avenue and Fox Covert, from north of the ridgeline of North
Greetwell/A158 and from anywhere within Cherry Willingham set back from the immediate
boundary of the Site. Roadside vegetation also restricts views towards the Site from many
roads in the surrounding area.

4.4

In near distance views, partial, glimpsed views over hedgerow vegetation into the Site are
obtained. This includes from Green Lane in the vicinity of the High Street; open space at Jubilee
Close; the sports pitches on Croft Lane south of the school; and Hawthorn Road, including the
more open views over the trimmed hedgerow adjoining the school (Site Context
Photographs 1 and 3-8). In views from Jubilee Close, Lincoln Cathedral is visible on the
skyline, in the corridor between Fox Covert and built development at Hawthorn Road (Site
Context Photograph 4). In glimpsed views through gaps in the hedgerow flanking Hawthorn
Road, the Site is seen in the context of existing development, including the backdrop of
residential built form on Jubilee Close and the built forms and infrastructure of the school (Site
Context Photographs 6, 7 and 8). It is likely that in winter, there would be slightly greater
visibility owing to the lower density of vegetation, although this would further expose the
existing settlement edge in views from Hawthorn Road.

4.5

In views from Green Lane in the vicinity of Long Meadows and PROW CHER/133/1 GTWL/133/1 extending west towards Greetwell Hall Farm (Site Context Photographs 2, 3
and 12), the Site is partially screened by intervening landform and vegetation (notably from
the sunken Green Lane) but where visible in the longer distance views on the PROW, is seen
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against the backdrop of existing development to the east of the Site, including the prominent
school buildings and infrastructure and residential development on Jubilee Close.
4.6

Glimpsed views along or across the valley to the north of the Site are typically softened by
hedgerow trees and are seen in the context of extensive existing ridgeline development along
Hawthorn Road and at Hawthorn Avenue. Built form in these views is partly softened by
hedgerow and canopy tree vegetation on the ridgeline (Site Context Photographs 9-11).
Again, there would be potential for slightly greater visibility in filtered views, in winter
conditions, although the landform and accumulated density of branch structure across the
landscape in these long distance views, would still restrict visibility.

4.7

Finally, in views from the elevated slopes on the southern flank of the valley of the River
Witham, where not obscured by localised vegetation, there are partial views of the Site, seen
in the context of the expanse of existing residential development in Cherry Willingham, as well
as the prominent built form of the school (Site Context Photograph 13).
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VISUAL

OPPORTUNITIES

AND

CONSTRAINTS
5.1

On the basis of the findings of the landscape and visual appraisal, a number of landscape and
visual opportunities and constraints and from these, design principles for development of the
Site for residential and open space uses have been identified. These are set out below:
•

Potential to extend development from the main part of Cherry Willingham towards the
outlying Hawthorn Avenue part of the settlement, providing enhanced character
integration and functional linkage.

•

Opportunity to increase development on the less tranquil western side of the main part
of the settlement, already influenced by development on the eastern edge of Lincoln,
rather than the more rural character to the east of Cherry Willingham.

•

Whilst realising the above opportunities, Development on the Site would avoid
extending development in Cherry Willingham further to the west towards Lincoln than
existing development at Waterford Lane and Hawthorn Avenue.

•

Maintain the valley floor free from built development to:
•

Recognise and emphasise the landscape structure extending into this part of
Cherry Willingham, linking it with the valley of the River Witham to the southwest; and providing shape to the development in response to a natural feature;

•

Provide opportunities for SuDS and associated naturalistic open space, drawing
the countryside into the settlement; and

•

Maintain view corridors to Lincoln Cathedral and the Bomber Command Memorial
(between screening in the form of woodland at Fox Covert and built form at
Hawthorn Avenue), including from the adjoining open space at Jubilee Close and
properties with positive frontages onto the Site immediately to the north of this
space.

•

Maintain built form at no more than 2 storeys and reflect positively a distinctive local
vernacular in design and materials to provide coherence with existing settlement
character and be more readily assimilated into views of built form on elevated land,
softened by canopy tree planting, as is characteristic of the area.

•

Provide a robust landscape frontage to Hawthorn Road, softening the appearance of
built form in views from the roadway and the wider landscape to the north but
nevertheless providing a positive gateway approach to the main part of Cherry
Willingham.
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Provide a robust landscape edge on the western side of the Site, including retained and
reinforced hedgerow, with canopy tree planting, to soften the appearance of built form
in glimpsed views from Green Lane and in views from the PROW further to the west.

•

Retain and incorporate into the layout existing hedgerow vegetation, to provide
structural and habitat continuity, a sense of place and instant landscape setting to built
form.

•

Provide a positive landscaped street scene to movement corridors within the Site,
providing a more robust landscape setting to built form and hard surfacing, including
canopy tree planting, than that currently evident in the wider settlement.

•

Provide opportunities for public access to green space within the Site, notably informal
natural green space in the valley floor at the centre of the Site and potentially providing
non-vehicular linkages across the western edge of the main part of Cherry Willingham
where currently there are none.
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Consideration of Likely Landscape and Visual Effects

LIKELY

LANDSCAPE

AND

VISUAL

EFFECTS
6.1

On the basis of the development principles set out above, consideration has been given to the
likely landscape and visual effects of such Development.

6.2

In terms of landscape features, it is considered that whilst there would inevitably be loss of
part of the open fields within the Site, the key structural landscape features would be retained
and, under an appropriate management approach, would provide ongoing enhancement,
including reinforcing existing gappy hedgerows. The retained fields in the valley floor would
be of the small scale required at settlement fringes by district level landscape character
guidance. Given the potential for retention reinforcement of existing positive landscape
features and the potential for provision of new, locally characteristic landscape features, it is
considered that overall there would be limited adverse effects on landscape features and
potential for beneficial effects.

6.3

In terms of views, sensitivity ratings are based on the value and susceptibility criteria in the
Methodology above. Where specific considerations are particularly relevant, these are below.

6.4

In terms of near-distance views from Green Lane to the south-west (Site Context
Photographs 1 and 3), where visible in transient views through gaps in vegetation, including
from the railway bridge to the south-west of the Site, built form would appear on rising
landform, albeit in the furthest part of the Site, softened by retained and reinforced vegetation,
including canopy tree planting, notably on the western edge of the Site, all in keeping with
existing character of development on this ridgeline as seen from this view. This would result
in a medium-small magnitude of adverse change on medium sensitivity receptors, resulting in
a minor-moderate significance of adverse effects.

6.5

From further west, on PROW Cher/133/1 (Site Context Photograph 3), there would be a
slight foreshortening and extension of the existing development edge, softened by landscape
buffer planting on the western and northern edges, assimilating built form into the skyline, in
keeping with existing character of development on this ridgeline as seen from this view. As a
result, there would be a medium-small magnitude of adverse change on this medium-high
sensitivity receptor. Adverse visual effects would be of minor-moderate significance.

6.6

Near distance views to the east and north-east, include from high-sensitivity receptors at the
formal open space on Jubilee Close (which are representative of residential and open space
receptors and include the valued view of the Cathedral) and the medium sensitivity receptors
at Croft Lane sports pitches and on Hawthorn Road, north of the school (Site Context
Photographs 4-6). In views from the open space at a Jubilee Close and Croft Lane sports

26678/A5

25

October 2016

Land at Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham

Consideration of Likely Landscape and Visual Effects

pitches there would be a medium-small adverse magnitude of change resulting from the upper
parts of built form being visible above hedgerow vegetation. From Jubilee Close, built
development would appear on rising landform adjacent to existing built development to the
north and against the backdrop of development at Hawthorn Avenue. The valued view of
Lincoln Cathedral would be maintained. From the sports pitches, Development would be
perceived in the context of existing built form to both south and north, beyond the enclosed
character of the open space. From Hawthorn Road, north of the school, transient glimpsed
view of upper parts of built form would be obtained, visible above the trimmed hedgerow of
the school grounds flanking Hawthorn Road and set between canopy trees. Such built form
would be set in the context of built form at the school to the south and Hawthorn Avenue
ahead; and as a continuation of the perception of built form flanking Hawthorn Road on moving
west along the northern edge of the settlement. In all of these views, the change would result
in adverse effects of moderate significance.
6.7

In medium sensitivity views from Hawthorn Road immediately north-west of the Site (Site
Context Photograph 7), there would be momentary transient glimpsed views, through gaps
in the existing hedgerow, of upper parts of built form, visible above the hedgerow on the
western boundary of the Site and between canopy trees, further softened by landscape
buffering on the western edge of the Site. Such built form would be set in the context of built
form at Jubilee Close to the east and on the High Street to the south. A medium-small
magnitude of adverse change and adverse effects of minor-moderate significance would result
in views from this location. From further west, at the edge of Hawthorn Avenue (Site Context
Photograph 8), there would be a very small magnitude of adverse change resulting in adverse
effects of minor significance.

6.8

In views from the wider landscape to the north-west, north and north-east (Site Context
Photographs 9-11), built form would appear on the ridgeline albeit set amid the framework
of existing and proposed canopy trees; and in the context of similar existing patterns of built
development and vegetation on the ridgeline. This includes at Hawthorn Avenue and the school
buildings and infrastructure, which a landscape buffer on the northern edge of the scheme
would have the potential to soften. For the medium-high sensitivity receptors on PROW
GTW/131/4, a small adverse magnitude of change would result in adverse effects of minormoderate significance. On the medium-low sensitivity receptors on A158 Wragby Road, which
only experience momentary glimpsed views through hedgerows, a very small magnitude of
adverse change would result in adverse effects of negligible significance. In medium sensitivity
views from Kennel Lane, a small adverse magnitude of change would result in adverse effects
of minor significance.

6.9

In views from PROW GTWL/133/1 in the wider landscape to the west (Site Context
Photograph 12), built development would result in a barely perceptible change for the
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medium-high sensitivity receptors, as a result of only very slightly foreshortening the context
of existing built form in Cherry Willingham, softened by existing intervening vegetation and
landscape buffering on the western edge of the Site. A very small magnitude of adverse change
would result in adverse effects of minor-negligible significance.
6.10

Finally, in long-distance views from elevated landform to the south of the River Witham,
represented by medium sensitivity views from Heighington Road (Site Context Photograph
13), built development would result in a barely perceptible change as a result of only very
slightly extending the context of existing built form in Cherry Willingham, already visible on
rising landform on the northern side of the valley of the River Witham, set amid a robust
landscape structure. There would be a very small magnitude of adverse change, resulting in
adverse effects of negligible significance.

6.11

In summary, there would be limited adverse visual effects of Development on the basis of the
development principles set out in Section 5 above. This is largely due to the screening elements
in the landscape and the existing context of built development on the elevated landform of the
ridgeline along which Hawthorn Road extends. Notwithstanding the proximity of built
development to the Site, there are notably few residential receptors likely to experience
adverse effects. The receptors most likely to experience adverse effects are those limited
locations immediately adjacent to the Site with potential for views across it to the wider
countryside, although the key view to Lincoln Cathedral from Jubilee Close open space is
maintained, as would be views from residential properties in this area towards the Bomber
Command Memorial Spire. With a considered design approach to the edges to the existing
sports pitches to the east and retained open space to the south, there would be potential for
reducing these effects further.

6.12

In terms of effects on landscape character, at the level of the Site and its immediate vicinity,
whilst introducing built form into currently open land, Development would correspond with the
local pattern of settlement on rising landform and would correspond with the existing extent
of built development as far north as Hawthorn Road, which already forms a legible and robust
northern edge to the settlement. Development on the Site would extend this pattern towards
the area of the settlement at Hawthorn Avenue, assisting in drawing the two separate parts of
the settlement together. Landscape buffers would provide softening of built form on the
western and northern edges, in accordance with character guidance at a district level to
integrate development and partially screen views from the surrounding farmland and provide
sensitive design of positive gateways to villages, including locally appropriate built form.

6.13

In addition, the potential for extensive open space and SuDS in the valley floor area of the Site
would not only provide natural drainage functionality and biodiversity enhancement, but would
also acknowledge and better define the diversity of distinctive landform. This would provide a
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positive sense of place in relating the settlement pattern to the underlying landform pattern,
as well as retaining the valued views along a corridor to the west, between Fox Covert and
built development at Hawthorn Avenue. Overall, combining aspects of beneficial change (small)
as well as adverse change (medium), a medium-small magnitude of adverse change would
result in adverse effects on landscape character at this local level of minor-moderate
significance.
6.14

At the District level, Development would have the potential to respond directly to guidance
requiring additional hedgerow and tree planting, including at settlement edges, providing
partial screening as part of creating a positive gateway to Cherry Willingham from the west,
which in itself would be a continuation of historic development patterns evident along the
ridgeline roadways in the surrounding area. Such existing development is, by nature of its
location, already prominent and provides legibility to the landscape and settlement pattern.
The proposed built form would, by occupying the northern, medium-sized field, maintain small
fields in the southern part of the Site as a locally characteristic setting to the settlement.
Development of the Site would be typical of the noted expansion of settlements near to Lincoln,
including potential for characteristic built form influences on the settlement approach.
Important views to Lincoln Cathedral would also be maintained.

6.15

The expansion of the settlement on the Lincoln side of the settlement (albeit well within the
western extents of development at Waterford Lane and Hawthorn Avenue) would ensure that
this expansion was related more to the landscape to the west of the settlement, already
influenced by the presence of the urban area and subject to the introduction of the Lincoln
Eastern Bypass, rather than expanding further into the more tranquil rural landscape including
smaller scale settlements, to the east of Cherry Willingham. As a result of these factors, it is
considered that overall, Development would result in a small magnitude of beneficial change
as well as adverse change of medium-small magnitude. Overall, a small magnitude of adverse
change would result in adverse effects on landscape character at the District level of minor
significance.

6.16

At the very broad scale of the national level assessment, Development would have potential to
respond positively to published guidance. In terms of NCA 45: Northern Lincolnshire Edge and
Coversands, Development would identify and respond positively to the sense of place and
diversity of settlement pattern, notably through retaining a key landscape feature in the form
of the valley in the centre of the Site, with potential for extensive semi-natural habitat in
association with the proposed SuDS and serving as a corridor framed by built development to
the north of retained views to Lincoln Cathedral. This would ensure that Development would
be well-integrated into the landscape; respecting settlement pattern by extending the existing
locally apparent extents of development along slopes of ridgelines; and also providing
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extensive green infrastructure opportunities including accessible open space and linkages
increasing recreational access to the countryside, in accordance with recommendations.
6.17

With regard to NCA 44: Central Lincolnshire Vale, the emphasis on natural watercourse and
flood plain functionality is reflected by the proposal to keep the valley floor clear of
development and instead use it for SuDS and associated green infrastructure, providing a
positive transition between settlement and countryside. Whilst taking this sensitive approach
to the integration of development into existing landform and settlement patterns, Development
would also assist in maintaining the more tranquil character of the vale to the east of Cherry
Willingham by proposing development to the western side, nearer to the existing influences of
Lincoln.
Summary of Likely Effects

6.18

In conclusion, there would be very limited adverse landscape and visual effects and potential
for beneficial change arising from Development of the Site. Adverse effects would primarily be
limited by the situation of the Site on the edge of existing development and subject to its
influences, as well as containment by existing and readily-reinforced landscape structural
features. Beneficial change would be experienced in respect of the opportunity to respond
positively to existing landscape structural features to shape Development and enhance green
infrastructure provision at the interface between settlement and countryside, drawing the wider
landscape into the area of built development.

6.19

It is noted that, in commenting on an outline planning application for residential development
on the Site, broadly in accordance with the development principles set out above, WLDC’s Tree
and Landscape officer explicitly stated that they had no objection (Planning Application no.
134103, Committee Report, page 16). The report recommended landscaping to the northern
and western sides of the submitted scheme to mitigate visual impact, details of which were to
be provided by condition.

6.20

The conclusions in the Committee Report in relation to Landscape Character and Visual Impact
are summarised on pages 25 and 26, as follows:

“It is acknowledged
reduction in the open
Hawthorn Road from
there would still be a

that the development would lead to a
countryside separating Hawthorn Avenue/
the main body of the settlement although
separation of 370 metres.

It is considered that, with a suitable layout and landscaping
scheme (‘reserved matters’) development could be assimilated
into the landscape without significant harm occurring. The
landscape and visual impacts of the development are therefore
not expected to be substantial or lead to a significant adverse

26678/A5

29

October 2016

Land at Hawthorn Road, Cherry Willingham

Consideration of Likely Landscape and Visual Effects

effect. Subject to reserved matters, development would not be
expected to be contrary to saved policy NBE20.”
6.21

The application was recommended for approval by WLDC officers. Notwithstanding this
recommendation, the application was subsequently refused by WLDC planning committee. No
detail of the reasons for refusal beyond reference to a number of planning policies was given
in the single reason for refusal:

“1. The proposed development is considered to be contrary to
saved policies STRAT 1, STRAT 3, STRAT 12, SUS 1, NBE 10 and
NBE 20 of the West Lindsey Local Plan First Review 2006 and
policy LP 2 of the Submission Central Lincolnshire Local Plan
April 2016.”
Consideration of Draft Allocation east of Cherry Willingham
6.22

It is noted that land to the east of Cherry Willingham has been allocated in the Proposed
Submission Draft of the Local Plan (site references: CL1179 Land North of Rudgard Avenue;
CL4433 Land East of Rudgard Avenue; and CL1181 Land East of Thornton Way). As noted in
Section 2 above, the Neighbourhood Landscape Character Assessment (2014) conclusion that
the combination of these sites (Area 2A) is of High/Medium-High Capacity is considered to be
questionable in respect of the apparent inaccuracy and inconsistency of judgements and lack
of consideration of community interests in the value attributed to landscape.

6.23

As noted in Section 2 above, the Draft Allocation Sites would all extend development east from
the main part of the settlement, towards Fiskerton. This, apart from being contrary to the
clearly-expressed views of the community in the Neighbourhood Plan 2020 Vision and Plan
(November 2014) that this area should not be developed, would also inevitably increase the
urbanisation of the landscape on the eastern side of Cherry Willingham, which is, in the words
used to describe National Character Area 44, in which these Sites all lie, a “ d e e p l y r u r a l ,

t r a n q u i l l a n d s c a p e w i t h s p a r s e l y d i s t r i b u t e d s m a l l n u c l e a t e d s e t t l e m e n t s ” . The
settlement character described here reflects that evident in Fiskerton and Reepham
(notwithstanding 20 th century residential expansion). The landscape to the west of Cherry
Willingham, which is much more closely associated with Lincoln and the substantial urban
development on its eastern edge. The District level of assessment, of Landscape Character
Area 6, Lincoln Fringe, notes the ‘most sensitive’ characteristic of “ r e m a i n i n g t r a c t s o f o p e n

c o u n t r y s i d e b e t w e e n s e t t l e m e n t s ” . Therefore, in landscape character terms, the principle
of development on the eastern side of the settlement is likely to result in greater harm than
that to the west, through further urbanisation of the landscape on the opposite side of the
settlement to that already more closely associated with Lincoln; and through reducing the
extent of open countryside between Cherry Willingham and Fiskerton.
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The perception of this encroachment of built form into an intrinsically rural landscape can be
seen in Draft Allocation Site Context Photographs 3 and 4 from PROW in the vicinity of
Reepham to the north-east of the Site. From these locations the development of the Draft
Allocation Sites would extend noticeably into the wider landscape, notably as there is no
existing legible boundary feature on the ground. In Draft Allocation Site Context
Photograph 5 from the River Witham valley floor, built development would be perceived on
the skyline extending across the landscape from the existing settlement edge. Draft Site
Allocation Photographs 1 and 2 also show the extent of land that would be entirely
transformed in open views from PROW Cher/121/2-Fisk/122/1. This would, on the most direct
non-vehicular link between Cherry Willingham and Fiskerton, introduce a substantial additional
extent of built form into views, markedly increasing the perception of encroachment into the
rural landscape.

6.25

Whilst the landscape and visual development principles underpinning any development on the
Draft Allocation Sites and any associated mitigation approaches are not known and detailed
assessment of likely visual effects cannot therefore be reasonably considered, there is potential
for material harm in these views.

6.26

In terms of the potential for cumulative effects of development of the Site and of the Draft
Allocation Sites, there would be no cumulative visual effects as a result of the lack of any
locations from where both Sites would be perceived either combined in one view or
sequentially. This is owing to the intervening spur of landform on which the south-western
area of Cherry Willingham is situated that, through combination of land form and built form,
screens views from the southern valley flank of the River Witham from those locations from
where the Draft Allocation Sites are visible. There would be some potential for cumulative
adverse effects on landscape character through the increasing urbanisation of Cherry
Willingham. However, this is considered to be largely related to the eastward expansion of the
Draft Allocation Sites into the more tranquil rural landscape to the east, rather than expansion
westward on the Site which would be well within the existing extents of built form within the
settlement and would in any event, be on that edge of the settlement already directed towards
the urbanising influences of Lincoln.
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7.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION
7.1

As noted in published assessments, Cherry Willingham is typical of settlements in the
surrounding area in that it is expanding rapidly. The settlement includes a substantial area of
development at Hawthorn Avenue which extends the influence of settlement west along the
shallow ridgeline which Hawthorn Road follows. Hawthorn Road already comprises a locally
typical pattern of development on elevated landform, including the prominent forms of the
school adjoining the Site and its associated infrastructure.

7.2

The Development offers the potential for expansion of the settlement within a locally
established settlement pattern, whilst also recognising and retaining the valley landform in the
centre of the Site. This provides the opportunity, in accordance with published character
assessments, to diversify the settlement pattern, with a sensitive response to landscape
features and character and, most significantly, provide extensive locally characteristic green
infrastructure, including SuDS and accessible green space and linkages.

7.3

This retained open space would maintain the view corridor from this part of the settlement
edge to the towers of Lincoln Cathedral, between Fox Covert and built form at Hawthorn
Avenue. The sense of the visual connection with Lincoln would therefore not be compromised
but physically, Development would lie well within the existing western extents of the settlement
at Waterford Lane and Hawthorn Avenue. This would contrast with the expansion towards
distinct settlements of more rural character in the tranquil area falling into the Vale to the east
that would result from the development of the Draft Site Allocations east of Cherry Willingham.

7.4

For these reasons it is considered that whilst inevitably there would be some adverse landscape
and visual effects of Development within currently open land on the Site, these would be
limited and substantially offset by beneficial aspects of change, in respect of landscape features
and character. For these reasons, it is considered that Development of the Site would be
acceptable in landscape and visual terms and would respond positively to policy directions at
local and national levels. This is notably in terms of respecting and enhancing local
distinctiveness in the form of development relating to landform and existing settlement pattern
along Hawthorn Road; retaining and enhancing important landscape features, most notably in
the use of the valley in the Site to retain key views, provide substantial green infrastructure
and draw the countryside into the settlement; avoiding detrimental effect on skylines and
important views; and maintaining and enhancing the existing character of the settlement
boundary.
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Eastern field of Site

SITE APPRAISAL PHOTOGRAPH C:
Lincoln Cathedral
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School buildings and infrastructure
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Hedgerow on northern boundary of Site
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Approximate extent of the Site
Residential development on Jubilee Close

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 1: VIEW FROM GREEN LANE, LOOKING NORTH-EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 15m
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SITE CONTEXT
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DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site
Floodlighting at School

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 2: VIEW FROM GREEN LANE IN THE VICINITY OF DEVELOPMENT AT LONG MEADOWS, LOOKING EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 335m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM
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Approximate extent of the Site
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SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 3: VIEW FROM PROW CHER/133/1, WEST OF LONG MEADOWS, LOOKING EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 0.74km
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 3
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DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site
Fox Covert

Lincoln Cathedral

Residential development at Hawthorn Avenue

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 4: VIEW FROM OPEN SPACE AT JUBILEE CLOSE, LOOKING WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 50m
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4
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Approximate extent of the Site
Hedgerow on eastern boundary of Site

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 5: VIEW FROM CROFT LANE AT ENTRANCE TO SPORTS FIELD, LOOKING WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 220m
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 5
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site

Residential development at Hawthorn Avenue

Northern field of Site

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 6: VIEW FROM HAWTHORN ROAD ADJACENT TO SCHOOL, LOOKING SOUTH-WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 40m

6

LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 6
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site

Northern field of Site

Residential Development on Jubilee Close
Residential Development
High Street

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 7: VIEW FROM HAWTHORN ROAD, WEST OF SITE, LOOKING SOUTH-EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 70m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 7
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site
School

Residential development on Jubilee Close

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 8: VIEW FROM HAWTHORN ROAD IN THE VICINITY OF HAWTHORN AVENUE, LOOKING EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 360m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 8

8

DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site
PRoW GTW/131/4

PRoW GTW/131/4
School Buildings and infrastructure

Residential development at Hawthorn Avenue

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 9: VIEW FROM PROW GTW/131/4 SOUTH OF NORTH GREETWELL, LOOKING SOUTH-EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 0.71km
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 9
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site
Development on Hawthorn Road

Residential development at Hawthorn Avenue

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 10: VIEW FROM A158 WRAGBY ROAD, LOOKING SOUTH

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 1.1km
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LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 10
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Development on Hawthorn Road

Approximate extent of the Site
School

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 11: VIEW FROM KENNEL LANE, LOOKING SOUTH-WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 0.86km
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM
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SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 11
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of the Site

Residential Development
on Jubilee Close
School

PRoW GTW/133/1

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 12: VIEW FROM PROW GTWL/133/1 IN VICINITY OF GREETWELL HALL FARM, LOOKING EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 1.66km
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 12
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DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
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Approximate extent of the Site
School
Residential development in Cherry Willingham

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 13: VIEW FROM HEIGHINGTON ROAD, LOOKING NORTH-EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Site boundary: 3.44km
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

SITE CONTEXT
PHOTOGRAPH: 13
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

13

Approximate extent of Draft Allocation Sites

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 1: VIEW FROM PROW CHER/121/2, LOOKING EAST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Draft Allocation Site boundary: 0m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

DRAFT ALLOCATION SITE
CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH: 1

1

DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of Draft Allocation Sites

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 2: VIEW FROM CHER/121/2, LOOKING WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Draft Allocation Site boundary: 0m
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DRAFT ALLOCATION SITE
CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH: 2
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of Draft Allocation Sites
Existing residential development
on Rudgard Avenue

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 3: VIEW FROM PROW REEP/120/2, LOOKING SOUTH-WEST

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
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Approximate distance from the Draft Allocation Site boundary: 445m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM

DRAFT ALLOCATION SITE
CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH: 3
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of Draft Allocation Sites

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 4: VIEW FROM PROW REEP/123/2, LOOKING SOUTH

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Draft Allocation Site boundary: 195m
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM
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DRAFT ALLOCATION SITE
CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH: 4
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678

Approximate extent of Draft Allocation Sites

SITE CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH 5: VIEW FROM B1190 FEN ROAD, WASHINGBOROUGH, LOOKING NORTH

Actual size extract (recommended viewing distance 300mm @A3)
Approximate distance from the Draft Allocation Site boundary: 1.84km
LAND SOUTH OF HAWTHORN
ROAD, CHERRY WILLINGHAM
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CONTEXT PHOTOGRAPH: 5
DATE TAKEN: SEPT 2016
PROJECT NUMBER: 26678
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As part of Natural England’s responsibilities as set out in the Natural Environment
White Paper1, Biodiversity 20202 and the European Landscape Convention3, we are
revising profiles for England’s 159 National Character Areas (NCAs). These are areas
that share similar landscape characteristics, and which follow natural lines in the
landscape rather than administrative boundaries, making them a good decisionmaking framework for the natural environment.
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NCA profiles are guidance documents which can help communities to inform their
decision-making about the places that they live in and care for. The information
they contain will support the planning of conservation initiatives at a landscape
scale, inform the delivery of Nature Improvement Areas and encourage broader
partnership working through Local Nature Partnerships. The profiles will also help
to inform choices about how land is managed and can change.

We would like to hear how useful the NCA profiles are to you. You can contact the
NCA team by emailing ncaprofiles@naturalengland.org.uk
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Each profile includes a description of the natural and cultural features that shape
our landscapes, how the landscape has changed over time, the current key
drivers for ongoing change, and a broad analysis of each area’s characteristics
and ecosystem services. Statements of Environmental Opportunity (SEOs) are
suggested, which draw on this integrated information. The SEOs offer guidance
on the critical issues, which could help to achieve sustainable growth and a more
secure environmental future.
NCA profiles are working documents which draw on current evidence and
knowledge. We will aim to refresh and update them periodically as new
information becomes available to us.
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The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature, Defra
(2011; URL: www.official-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf )
2
Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services, Defra
(2011; URL: www.defra.gov.uk/publications/files/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020-111111.pdf)
3
European Landscape Convention, Council of Europe
(2000; URL: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm)
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Summary
The Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands National Character Area
(NCA) comprises a ridge of Jurassic limestone running north from Lincoln to
the Humber Estuary. The scarp slope rises prominently from adjacent low-lying
land, forming the Edge or Cliff, and giving panoramic views out, in particular
to the west. In the north is a second, lower scarp of ironstone. In the vicinity
of Scunthorpe are the Coversands, post-glacial wind-blown sands which have
given rise to mosaics of heathland, acid grassland and oak/birch woodland,
supporting rare plant and animal communities akin to the Brecklands. Risby
Warren, historically used as a rabbit warren, reveals the distinctive formation
of inland dunes. Several of these sandy sites are designated as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest, along with a number of disused limestone, ironstone
and sand extraction sites, which comprise geological exposures alongside
calcareous grassland, open water and other semi-natural habitats. At the
northern boundary the limestone drops below the River Humber.
The soils of the limestone plateau are of good agricultural quality and support
the cultivation of cereals, oilseeds, root crops and potatoes, along with pig
and poultry rearing. Farmsteads of large buildings and sheltering copses are
dispersed along the plateau, where there is a sense of openness with large
fields and tightly clipped hedges. There are more woodlands in the north of the
area, on the sandy soils east of Scunthorpe and on the scarp slopes in the west,
and more mixed farming on the lower-lying land to the west, along with further
woodlands on sandy deposits. Land on the lower dip slope to the east has
been drained and is now productive farmland with fields bounded by ditches.
Ermine Street, a key Roman route from Lincoln to a crossing point on the
Humber, follows the higher, drier land of the limestone plateau. Built in Norman
times, the magnificent Lincoln Cathedral occupies a commanding position on
top of the Edge, and is visible from far around. Exploiting the local ironstone

and limestone, a steel making industry developed at Scunthorpe, along with
associated engineering and manufacturing. First World War airfields are a feature
along the top of the scarp, with RAF Scampton still active and home to the Red
Arrows, while other airfields are now used for agriculture or industry and retail.
The Edge forms a watershed between the major catchments of the Trent and
Ancholme, both of which flow into the Humber, and the Witham, which flows
into The Wash. There is a principal aquifer within the underlying limestone,
so that the protection of water quality and improvement of water availability
are key issues. While the majority of soils are good quality, they can be prone
to erosion, so that measures need to be taken to improve their structure and
reduce sediment run-off. The formations and habitats of the Coversands are
significant landscape features, and there are opportunities to extend the
mosaics of heathland, grassland and woodland.
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Statements of Environmental Opportunity
 SEO 1: On the limestone plateau, manage the high-quality farmland and
maintain agricultural productivity, establishing networks of linking habitats
to strengthen landscape character and enhance biodiversity, especially
farmland birds, while also protecting the underlying aquifer, reducing soil
erosion and improving soil and water quality.
SEO 2: On the sandy soils of the Coversands, protect the distinctive dune
formations and expand, buffer and connect the key habitats, providing
access and interpretation where possible, and addressing climate regulation,
soil erosion and water availability.
SEO 3: Maintain the sense of place and the diversity of settlements and
landscape features through expanding semi-natural habitats, managing
the restoration of extraction sites, retaining the inspirational long views,
ensuring that development is sustainable and well integrated into the
landscape, and providing more interpretation and access through good
green infrastructure links.

The inland dune systems of the Coversands can be clearly seen at Risby Warren, along with
shelterbelts of pines planted in the 20th century. Management of the dry acid grassland
requires grazing along with control of weeds such as bracken and ragwort.

SEO 4: Protect and manage sites and features of historic, geological and
geomorphological interest, such as sand dune formations and rock
exposures, Roman roads, stone walls and vernacular architecture, and
Lincoln’s historic centre, to strengthen sense of place and history, enhance
biodiversity and improve understanding of how the landscape has
developed over time.

4

National Character
Area proﬁle:

45. Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Description
Physical and functional links to other National
Character Areas
The Edge, an escarpment formed of Jurassic limestones combined with an
escarpment of Lower Jurassic mudstones, rises prominently from the low-lying
farmland in the Humberhead Levels and Trent and Belvoir Vales National
Character Areas (NCAs) to the west, giving rise to impressive long-distance views.
To the east the dip slope drops away to the clays of the Central Lincolnshire
Vale NCA, with a number of spring-fed small rivers draining into the heavily
modified Ancholme River. The outcrop of limestone forming the Edge extends
south into the Southern Lincolnshire Edge NCA, bisected by the River Witham
at Lincoln, and giving rise to a similar landscape of good-quality agricultural
land. Lincoln Cathedral, built on top of the Edge above the Witham Gap, is a
prominent landmark from miles around.
The Edge forms a watershed between three major river catchments. The northern
boundary touches the Humber Estuary at Whitton, where the hard limestone
dips down below the river and underlies the Yorkshire Wolds NCA to the north.
On the western side the River Trent flows north along the foot of the scarp slope,
largely within the Humberhead Levels except for a stretch where it flows through
Gainsborough, and then joins the Humber below Alkborough. At Lincoln the
River Witham cuts through a narrow gap in the limestone and flows south to The
Wash. An important aquifer underlies the whole limestone ridge.
Ermine Street, a Roman road which now forms the A15, runs north–south along
the Edge, linking Scunthorpe and Lincoln, while the M180 runs east–west, cutting
through the Edge south of Scunthorpe and linking the ports and industrial areas
of Grimsby and Immingham to their hinterland.

The magnificent Lincoln Cathedral, built in Norman times, is a prominent landmark, standing
high on the Edge above the River Witham.
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Key characteristics
¯ Elevated arable landscape with a distinct limestone cliff running
north–south, the scarp slope providing extensive long views out to the
west.

¯ Limited woodland cover, with patches of both broadleaves and
conifers associated with infertile sandy soils, elsewhere occasional
shelterbelts.

¯ Double scarp around Scunthorpe of ironstone, and extensive areas
of wind-blown sand, the Coversands, giving rise to infertile soils
supporting heathland, acid grassland and oak/birch woodlands, with
rare species such as woodlark and grayling butterfly.

¯ Long, straight roads and tracks, often with wide verges; Ermine Street
follows the route of a key Roman north–south route.

¯ Underlying limestone supporting small areas of calcareous grassland.
¯ Few watercourses on the plateau, which lies between the rivers Trent
and Ancholme which flow into the Humber, and is cut through in the
south by the River Witham.
¯ Productive soils on limestone plateau giving rise to a large-scale
landscape of arable cultivation with extensive rectilinear fields and
few boundaries of clipped hedges or rubble limestone, supporting
birds such as grey partridge and corn bunting.
¯ Semi-natural habitats of acid and calcareous grassland and
broadleaved woodland are small and fragmented, and often
associated with disused quarries.

¯ Nucleated medieval settlement patterns following major routes,
especially Ermine Street; sparse on higher land, with springline villages
along the foot of the Cliff and some estates and parklands.
¯ Other development comprises the major settlements of Lincoln and
Scunthorpe, with their prominent landmarks of the cathedral and
steelworks, and several active and re-used airfields prominent on the
ridgetop.
¯ Vernacular architecture and walling, especially in villages, of local
warm-coloured limestone with dark brown pantiles.
¯ Several ground features, especially on the plateau, include prehistoric
burial mounds, Roman artefacts and abandoned medieval villages.
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Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands today
The Lincolnshire Edge is a distinctive limestone scarp or ‘Cliff’ running down
the length of the area, from Whitton on the Humber Estuary in the north to
Lincoln in the south. To the east of Scunthorpe a second scarp of calcareous
mudstones and siltstones, including ironstone, forms the western margin of the
north part of the NCA. These slopes rise prominently from the flat cultivated lands
of the Humberhead Levels and the Trent and Belvoir Vales, forming a distinct
wooded edge to these areas. From the top of the Cliff there are impressive
panoramic views out over the Humber Estuary, the Levels and the Vales, with
several viewpoints, notably at Alkborough and Scampton. The Edge then dips
gently to the east, with views out over the clay vale of the River Ancholme, most of
which lies within the Central Lincolnshire Vale NCA.
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The fissured nature of the underlying rock means that there are few surface
streams. Groundwater percolates into the limestone to emerge as springs where
it meets the underlying impermeable mudstones at the foot of the scarp. The Edge
forms a watershed between the Trent to the west and the heavily modified
Ancholme and its tributaries to the east. To the south the River Witham cuts
through the limestone at Lincoln and flows south to The Wash.
On the top of the Edge is a covering of shallow, well-drained, brashy limestone
loam soil which gives rise to productive arable cultivation, including cereals,
oilseeds, root crops, potatoes and some vegetables, along with pig and poultry
rearing. There is only a small amount of mixed farming and generally livestock
numbers are low, pigs being the most numerous and usually housed in sheds.
This is a predominantly large-scale arable landscape with occasional shallow dry
valleys. Fields are typically large and rectilinear with gappy clipped hedgerows, or
rubble limestone in places. Field sizes tend to be smaller around the villages. The
dispersed farmsteads are typically large, with courtyard arrangements of barns and
sheds that have developed over time, often overshadowing the original stone
farmhouse. Copses of mixed-species trees provide some shelter. In places the
limestone comes close to the surface, giving rise to small areas of calcareous
grassland, which can also be found in a number of disused limestone quarries.
This is a significant area for farmland birds such as grey partridge, lapwing, tree
sparrow and corn bunting, and also for hares. Although there are few wetland
habitats within the NCA, the lower-lying areas below the scarp to the west, where
the River Trent runs through the Humberhead Levels, are important for providing
winter feeding and roosting for wildfowl and birds such as curlew, snipe and
redshank.

The plateau, with its good quality, productive land, is typically open, with large fields and
few hedges. Farmland birds such as grey partridge, lapwing, corn bunting and yellow
wagtail can be found here.

A number of straight roads and trackways, often with wide grassy verges, cross the
area; the Roman Ermine Street, now the A15, is the most pronounced, running north
from Lincoln to the Humber Estuary.
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To the south and east of Scunthorpe are areas of wind-blown sand, the
Coversands, which give rise to a very different and distinctive sandy landscape of
open heath, acid grassland, and oak and birch woods, with pockets of mire and
wet heathland. Once extensive, these heathy areas have been reduced by
enclosure and conversion to agricultural land, quarrying for sand or ironstone,
or conifer planting. At Risby Warren Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) the
original inland sand dune formations can be clearly seen, with mosaics of open
sand, extensive lichen heathland, acid and calcareous grassland, and broadleaved
scrub, broken up by shelterbelts of pines. These heathlands are distinct from
southern or upland heaths, having more affinity with Breckland heathlands.
Nationally rare species found here include the woodlark and grayling butterfly.
Lichen-rich heathland also occurs on the undulating sandy hills of the Coversands
at Messingham Heath, forming mosaics with acid grassland and birch woodland.
There are extensive woodlands near Broughton, including Broughton Far Wood, an
SSSI for its ash/oak woodland lying on clay overlying limestone, and Broughton
Alder Wood with its spring-fed wet valley dominated by alder trees. On the
western boundary, near Laughton, are further extensive woodlands, including
plantations, on the sandy soils.
Around and to the north of Scunthorpe the underlying ironstone was exploited
and this, along with local limestone and coal from the coalfields to the west, gave
rise to an iron and steel industry. Scunthorpe is now characterised by extensive
housing and industrial estates, wrapped around the massive sheds, chimneys,
lighting columns and other structures of the steelworks. Ironstone workings have
been restored, often leaving stretches of open water, scrub and grassland,
providing attractive areas for recreation. Sand quarrying continues, while at
Messingham Sand Quarry SSSI the workings now form a mix of open water,
wetlands, woodland and sandy heathland.
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The dip slope of the Edge inclines gently down to the Ancholme Valley where
springs give rise to easterly flowing streams draining into the highly modified
River Ancholme, which runs close to the eastern boundary; part of the old river
course falls within the area. Here, on low-lying land below Appleby and Broughton,
the land has been drained and the fields are large and rectilinear, bounded by
ditches, creating an open, intensively cultivated landscape.
To the west, below the scarp of the Edge, soils are deeper on the lower-lying land
towards Gainsborough, a market town located on the Trent. Here there is more
of a sense of enclosure, with pastures bounded by full hedges, several parklands
and estates associated with country houses, and woodlands on the steeper slopes
of the scarp and on sandy soils around Scotton. A number of attractive small
villages, including Kirton in Lindsey, Willoughton, Glentworth and Fillingham,
nestle along the springline at the foot of the Cliff. Older houses, walls and farm
buildings are often built with the local warm-coloured limestone, with dark brown
or red tiled roofs, creating an attractive visual coherence.
The area is punctuated by a number of prominent features, from the massive
steelworks at Scunthorpe and the hangars of military airfields along the top of
the Edge, to the distinctive and prominent cathedral in Lincoln, standing high up
on the Edge overlooking the Witham Gap, where the river cuts through the
limestone. On the plateau top, some airfields have been put to new uses, and
large buildings constructed for grain storage, light industry, warehousing and
retail and communications masts are often very prominent out on the flat open
land of the limestone plateau. Several farms now have large rectilinear reservoirs
to provide for irrigation of crops on the light soils of the plateau. The restoration
of ironstone and sand extraction sites often includes semi-natural habitats as
well as agricultural land, while some sand (silica) extraction continues such as at
Messingham. Lincoln, with its links to Roman history, its magnificent cathedral
and medieval town housing on the slopes below, remains a major tourist
destination.
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The landscape through time
The Lincolnshire Edge is a long, prominent ridge, running from Grantham to the
Humber Estuary, formed by Middle Jurassic Limestones – the Lincolnshire
Limestone Formation. The scarp slope rises sharply from low-lying land to
the west, while the dip slope drops gently to the Ancholme Valley in the east.
In the northern part of the NCA the presence of resistant Frodingham Ironstone
in the early Jurassic Lias Group, forms a very distinct secondary scarp,
overlooking the River Trent as it draws close below Alkborough. This ironstone
is often rich in fossils, especially ammonites and oysters (‘devil’s toenails’).

The influence of the Romans in the area is evident through archaeological features and
the many long, straight roads that converge on the settlement of Lincoln. Ermine Street,
now the busy A15, runs north-south through the area, linking Lincoln with a crossing
point on the Humber.

In places, the bedrock is overlain by glacial deposits of till as well as sands
and gavels deposited by glacial meltwater. After the last glacial retreat, the
sands were re-worked by wind, covering an extensive area around Scunthorpe
with sand dunes. These sands are still evident, and Risby Warren is exceptional
as an inland dune system where surface morphology and dune formations can
be clearly seen.
There is widespread evidence of early settlement along the Edge, including
prehistoric burial mounds and linear boundary features. The legacy of the
Romans is more visible, particularly the roads that converge on the fort and
later colonia at Lincoln. Ermine Street runs north–south along the full length
of the NCA, linking the iron-age and Roman settlement of Lincoln with a
boat crossing point on the Humber. Lincoln was located in a strategic and
defensive position, at the crossing point of the Witham and junction with Fosse
Street, high up on the Edge, with clear views all round. Lincoln Cathedral was
built during the Norman period, and evidence of city walls and medieval
houses remains on the slopes below the cathedral.
Saxon and medieval settlements arose along the springline below the western
scarp, many surviving to form the basis of the current pattern of nucleated
villages. The Edge plateau was largely unsettled, providing common pastures
for flocks of sheep otherwise folded on the fallow lands below. The linear
parishes across the plateau reflect this, aligned east to west on each side of
Ermine Street to take advantage of both the open heath and pastures on the
tops, and the deeper soils on the eastern side slope and below the western
cliff. The lighter soils of the Coversands were used as rabbit warrens. Some
medieval villages were depopulated as a result of later agricultural changes,
with ground formations still evident, for example at Gainsthorpe and Sawcliffe.
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Enclosure of fields took place from the 14th century onwards, the field patterns
on the lower land to both the east and west reflecting a more complex history with
irregular field systems, and taller and more woody hedgerows. A mix of farm
buildings of various periods, especially from the 17th century onwards, form
today’s large farmsteads. As wealth accumulated, some large country houses with
walled estates, parkland and fishing ponds were established, such as at Fillingham.
Drainage of the low-lying Ancholme Valley started in the 17th century,
transforming the ‘carrs’ (marshy land) used for summer grazing into productive
farmland drained by a network of ditches. As agricultural techniques
developed, the open heaths along the Edge could be productively cultivated,
and in the 18th and early 19th centuries they were subdivided by Parliamentary
Acts, resulting in large-scale rectilinear fields enclosed by hawthorn hedges or
in a few places by limestone rubble walls.
Gainsborough, located at a crossing point of the River Trent and at the upper
extent of the tides, originally developed as a port, transferring goods from seagoing vessels to distribute inland. Ironstone and limestone were exploited
near Scunthorpe from the 1860s, leading to the development of the iron and
steel industry, along with the rapid expansion of the town. Later this industry
expanded and extended into manufacturing and engineering works, along
with sand extraction. Lincoln city also expanded, with extensive Victorian
housing of red brick terraces and town houses, as the arrival of the railway in
the 19th century encouraged its development as an engineering centre.
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Airfields were established on the top of the Edge in the First World War, and
these became a core part of Britain’s east-facing deployment of bomber bases
in the 1930s. Some airfields remain active, used for recreational flying, or for
military purposes, as at RAF Scampton. Scampton expanded in the Cold War
period as one of a number of V-bomber bases, and is one of the most
historically significant military airfields in Britain. It is the home of the 617
Dambuster Squadron and the Red Arrows. Other airfields have been restored to
agriculture or redeveloped for grain stores, and industrial and retail use, as at
Hemswell Cliff with its complexes of large buildings.
Scunthorpe, characterised by extensive post-Second World War housing, faced
the downsizing of heavy industry in the late 20th century, but industrial estates,
supported by the construction of the M180 which provides links with the ports
to the east and the markets inland, expanded to house light engineering, food
production, distribution and retail uses. The mainly arable farms on the Edge
flourished during the late 20th century, and this period also saw the
construction of irrigation reservoirs and a number of communications masts.
Some sand and ironstone quarries are now being used for landfill or have been
restored for agricultural or recreational uses, while also supporting important
semi-natural habitats.

The plateau landscape changed during the 19th and 20th centuries as
sheltering copses were planted adjacent to the big farmsteads, and some
small plantations were planted on the side slopes for shelter, game and
timber. Between the First and Second World Wars conifer plantations
were established on the infertile Coversands to the east and south of
Scunthorpe, and around Scotton.
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Ecosystem services
The Northern Lincolnshire Edge and Coversands NCA provides a wide range of
benefits to society. Each is derived from the attributes and processes (both natural
and cultural features) within the area. These benefits are known collectively as
‘ecosystem services’. The predominant services are summarised below. Further
information on ecosystem services provided in the Northern Lincolnshire Edge
and Coversands NCA is contained in the ‘Analysis’ section of this document.
Provisioning services (food, fibre and water supply)
¯ Food provision: With 40 per cent of the land classified as Grade 2 agricultural
land, this is a productive area for cereals, oilseeds, root crops, pigs and
poultry. Farm holdings and farmsteads are generally big, with large rectilinear
fields bounded by clipped hedgerows on the plateau, or ditches on lowerlying land.
¯ Timber provision: There are a number of plantations managed for timber, as
well as for game shooting. While there may be some scope for increasing the
production of timber, this is likely to be limited due to the extent of goodquality farmland, and where priority is given to restoring or expanding areas
of heathland and dry acid grassland on sandy soils.
¯ Water availability: The Edge forms a watershed between the major
catchments of the Trent, Ancholme and Witham. There is a significant
principal aquifer within the underlying limestone which supplies local
industries, domestic users and farms. However, resources are generally
fully committed and further demand needs to be controlled to maintain
river flows. Several farms have constructed reservoirs to provide water for
irrigation. There is scope to improve the capture and infiltration of rainwater,
for instance by improving the structural condition of soils, and increasing the
area of permanent grassland and woodland.
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Regulating services (water purification, air quality maintenance and
climate regulation)
¯ Climate regulation: Most of the soils have a low carbon content, and seminatural habitats, including woodlands and wetlands, are relatively limited in
extent and dispersed. There is some scope for raising the organic content of
soils by adopting different cultivation practices, increasing the area of grassland
and woodland, and ensuring that existing woodlands are brought into sound
management.
¯ Regulating water quality: With the important principal aquifer contained
within the underlying limestone bedrock there is a need to ensure that water
percolating down is of good quality. The whole area is a nitrate vulnerable zone,
and farmers are required to comply with regulations around the application and
storage of fertilisers and manures. Measures can be adopted that improve the
rate of infiltration of rainwater and reduce sediment and nutrient run-off into
watercourses.
¯ Regulating soil quality: Most of the soils are of good agricultural quality. The
lime-rich soils over the limestone, while typically shallow and susceptible to
drought, have a degree of resilience owing to their calcareous nature. Measures
to increase the organic content of soils, and to carefully manage the timing of
cultivation activities to avoid compaction, will also assist with climate regulation
and reducing soil erosion.
¯ Regulating soil erosion: The majority of the soils in this NCA are prone to erosion,
especially when left bare or compacted, or where organic matter levels are low
following continuous arable cultivation. There is also a risk of wind erosion on
the open plateau. Measures can be taken to increase the organic content, and
to establish networks of hedgerows, grass strips and small woodlands to both
reduce wind erosion and capture sediment run-off.
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Cultural services (inspiration, education and wellbeing)
¯ Sense of place/inspiration: While a predominantly arable landscape, it has many
distinctive features including the scarp slope (the Cliff), the varied habitats of
the Coversands, the prominent steelworks at Scunthorpe, historic villages, the
airfields and inspirational long-distance views, especially out to the west. In the
south is the city of Lincoln with its rich history and inspirational views to and
from the cathedral. There is scope for strengthening the fabric of the landscape
and for managing further development.
¯ Sense of history: The historic evidence that is most visible is that of the Roman
period, with the network of long, straight roads, in particular Ermine Street
which links the settlement of Lincoln with the crossing point of the Humber.
Other features include the cathedral in Lincoln built by the Normans, deserted
medieval villages and, more recently, military airfields and the steelworks that
tower above Scunthorpe. There is scope for protecting these features and
providing interpretation to bring them to the attention of a wider audience.
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grass margins could be established within the farmland which would provide
connections between semi-natural habitats to enable species movement, as well
as supporting pollinating insects.
¯ Geodiversity: The exploitation of limestone, ironstone and sand has given rise
to some important exposures in disused quarries, several of which are now
designated as SSSI. These include important exposures of limestone stratigraphy,
internationally important ammonites and coral fauna. The inland dune
formations of the wind-blown Coversands are of particular interest here. There is
scope for extending access and interpretation of these many features to improve
understanding and increase enjoyment of them.

¯ Recreation: The Ironstone Walk and the woodlands and heaths of the
Coversands provide access for quiet recreation in the Scunthorpe area, as do
some restored extraction sites, such as at Messingham. However, elsewhere
accessible areas and footpath networks are limited, and there is scope for
improving access for walkers, cyclists and horse riders, especially providing links
between urban areas and the countryside.
¯ Biodiversity: The Coversands support important mosaics of heathland, akin
to those of Breckland, as well as dry acid grassland and oak/birch woodland.
Several of these areas are designated as SSSI, along with disused quarries and
sand extraction sites, which support calcareous and acid grassland, heathland
and broadleaved woodland. Expanding, buffering and connecting the
fragmented semi-natural habitats in the area would improve their condition and
make them more resilient. Networks of hedgerows and species-rich permanent

Local availability of ironstone and limestone led to the rapid development of a steel
industry in Scunthorpe, the structures of the steelworks forming a distinctive landmark in
the north of the area, rising above the town.
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Statements of Environmental Opportunity
SEO 1: On the limestone plateau, manage the high-quality farmland and maintain agricultural productivity, establishing networks of linking habitats to
strengthen landscape character and enhance biodiversity, especially farmland birds, while also protecting the underlying aquifer, reducing soil erosion and
improving soil and water quality.
For example, by:
¯ Working with the farming community to maintain present levels of
productivity in this important food producing area and identifying
possibilities for improved productivity while ensuring that soils are
protected from erosion, water quality is maintained and demands for
water are not increased, for instance by introducing crops that are
drought resistant.
¯ Encouraging the uptake of agri-environment schemes, or through
voluntary measures, to improve the management of existing hedges,
allowing them to fill out and infilling gaps to make them continuous,
thus strengthening them as landscape features and as connecting links
between semi-natural habitats.
¯ Working with farmers to identify where hedges with margins of
permanent grassland can be restored or introduced on the open
limestone plateau, to reduce wind erosion, improve the infiltration of
rainwater, capture sediment and nutrient run-off, support pollinating
insects and pest predators, and contribute to a network of linking
habitats running through the farmland.

¯ Encouraging farmers, through agri-environment schemes where
possible, to establish margins of unfertilised species-rich grassland
alongside watercourses, hedgerows and tracks throughout the farmed
land to create networks to link semi-natural habitats, thus allowing
species movement as well as capturing sediment and nutrient runoff, reducing the speed of surface water run-off, and supporting
pollinating insects, farmland birds and other wildlife.
¯ Encouraging cultivation practices that increase the organic content of
soils, such as including green manure and fallow in rotations, direct
drilling and increasing the area of permanent grassland, to improve
infiltration of rainwater and reduce soil erosion.
¯ Encouraging farming practices that reduce soil erosion, for instance
avoiding cultivation on sloping sites, introducing grass strips or beetle
banks across slopes to reduce run-off speed and capture sediment,
and increasing the area of permanent grasslands.
Continued on next page...
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SEO 1: On the limestone plateau, manage the high-quality farmland and maintain agricultural productivity, establishing networks of linking habitats to
strengthen landscape character and enhance biodiversity, especially farmland birds, while also protecting the underlying aquifer, reducing soil erosion and
improving soil and water quality.

... continued from previous page
¯ Ensuring that the timing of cultivation on those soils that are vulnerable to
compaction is carefully handled, to avoid capping or other damage, and
reducing periods when soils are bare to a minimum.

¯ Considering the introduction of biomass crops such as miscanthus
and short rotation coppice, but reducing the risk of soil erosion
by avoiding sloping land and keeping periods of exposed soil to a
minimum.

¯ Promoting catchment sensitive farming, for instance encouraging
farmers to comply with best practice around the application of organic
and manufactured manures, including matching rates of fertiliser
application to needs as far as possible, and providing adequate storage
of livestock manures, to ensure that water quality is not affected.

¯ Seeking opportunities, through agri-environment schemes, to revert
arable land to permanent grassland in order to protect archaeological
ground features.

¯ Working with farmers to find opportunities to introduce more
mixed farming, thus including more managed grassland in rotations,
increasing the organic content of soils, providing conditions that are
more suitable for a range of farmland birds and wildlife, and enabling
conservation grazing where needed.
¯ Seeking opportunities to allow the tributaries of the River Ancholme to
follow more natural courses and spill out into flood storage in the flood
plain at times of flood flows.

¯ Managing land adjacent to wet woodland and other wetland habitats
to buffer them and maintain their hydrology, thus retaining them as
landscape features and enhancing their biodiversity interest.
¯ Ensuring that new irrigation reservoirs are constructed so that they
contribute to biodiversity interest and fit into the landform by
providing shallow sloping edges so that vegetation can be established,
thus ensuring that they make a positive contribution to the local
landscape.
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SEO 2: On the sandy soils of the Coversands, protect the distinctive dune formations and expand, buffer and connect the key habitats, providing
access and interpretation where possible, and addressing climate regulation, soil erosion and water availability.

For example, by:
¯ Maintaining and expanding mosaics of heathland with pockets of
mire and wet heath, dry acid grassland and oak/birch woodland and
introducing management where necessary to improve their biodiversity
and their resilience to climate change, while also improving infiltration
of rainwater.
¯ Seeking opportunities to restore areas of heathland and dry acid
grassland, especially where these sites will expand and connect existing
sites, to buffer them and make them more resilient to climate change.
¯ Protecting heathland and dry acid grassland through grazing
management, re-introducing grazing regimes where necessary, while
also protecting significant archaeological sites and controlling scrub
and bracken encroachment.
¯ Seeking opportunities to buffer, extend and connect the sandy soil
habitats including lichen heath, lowland heathland and dry acid
grassland, and the rare plant and animal species that they support
such as woodlark and grayling butterfly, to improve their condition
and resilience and enable species movement, as well as supporting
pollinating insects and pest predators.

¯ Ensuring that existing oak/birch woodlands are under sound
management that will protect and enhance their biodiversity interest,
encouraging natural regeneration of native broadleaved species where
possible.
¯ Seeking opportunities to remove conifer plantations from areas where
heathland or dry acid grassland could be restored, finding suitable
compensation planting sites elsewhere.
¯ Protecting the distinctive inland dune formations and other
geomorphological features of the wind-blown sand.
¯ Providing access and interpretation where possible, to improve
understanding of the sand dune systems and sandy soils and the
particular habitats and species that they support.
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SEO 3: Maintain the sense of place and the diversity of settlements and landscape features through expanding semi-natural habitats, managing
the restoration of extraction sites, retaining the inspirational long views, ensuring that development is sustainable and well integrated into the
landscape, and providing more interpretation and access through good green infrastructure links.
For example, by:
¯ Protecting the sense of place and inspiration by ensuring that accessible
viewpoints to enjoy the long-distance views across adjacent National
Character Areas from the top of the Cliff are retained, and that longdistance views inwards to Lincoln Cathedral are unobstructed.
¯ Maintaining the open character of the limestone plateau including
appropriate redevelopment of disused airfields, re-using their technical
and domestic infrastructure and protecting features of historic interest.
¯ Maintaining locations for visitors to safely watch the Red Arrows practise.
¯ Maintaining the settlement pattern and the historic character of villages,
farmsteads and estates, including through sensitive development and the
re-use of redundant buildings.
¯ Ensuring that the restoration of mineral extraction sites includes the
establishment of priority habitats, notably heathland and acid or
calcareous grassland, where possible, and introducing management so
that the sites make a positive contribution to biodiversity value and to
local landscape character, providing access where possible.
¯ In restoration schemes, ensuring that new open water and wetland
habitats are managed to contribute to the local landscape and enhance
biodiversity interest, accommodating recreational use where appropriate.

Ironstone, limestone and sand have all been exploited in this area. At Messingham, the
sand quarry has been restored to form a rich mosaic of heathland, grassland and woodland,
with some stretches of open water.

Continued on next page...
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SEO 3: Maintain the sense of place and the diversity of settlements and landscape features through expanding semi-natural habitats, managing
the restoration of extraction sites, retaining the inspirational long views, ensuring that development is sustainable and well integrated into the
landscape, and providing more interpretation and access through good green infrastructure links.
... continued from previous page
¯ Identifying areas of calcareous grassland and seeking to expand, buffer
and connect them, thus making them more resilient to climate change.

¯ Expanding and buffering isolated and fragmented woodlands where
this is not in conflict with the priority habitats of heathland, acid and
calcareous grassland.

¯ Identifying, maintaining and enhancing the springs and flushes on the
edges of the limestone.

¯ Protecting and managing the small areas of wet woodland, and
negotiating with land managers to bring adjacent land into management
in order to buffer the hydrological conditions and expand the area of
woodland.

¯ Encouraging the management of the wide road verges to increase
structural diversity and species richness, to contribute to a network of
linked semi-natural habitats throughout the area, which will support
pollinating insects, enhance biodiversity and provide interest for
residents, visitors and those passing through the area.
¯ Restoring ancient woodlands that have been planted up to a more natural
composition of native broadleaved species across a wide range of age
classes, and managing other woodlands to ensure their long-term survival as
landscape features, increasing the content of native broadleaved species to
improve their contribution to the landscape and to wildlife interest.
¯ Enhancing the contrast between the open plateau and the scarp slopes of
the Cliff by increasing the area of broadleaved woodland along the scarp
slopes, but retaining panoramic views and giving preference to heathland
restoration on sandy soils; increased woodland cover will improve the
infiltration of rain, reduce soil erosion and improve water quality.

¯ Ensuring that green infrastructure is incorporated into new
development, and that sustainable drainage systems are used as far
as possible, to enable water to infiltrate and to provide access and
recreational opportunities for residents.
¯ Creating more routes for use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders, to
enable the populations of Lincoln and Scunthorpe and small towns to
access and enjoy the surrounding countryside, finding links with existing
accessible sites and semi-natural habitats, especially woodlands.
¯ Extending the Ironstone Walk around Scunthorpe and developing more
links and circular routes to improve access to greenspaces.
¯ Negotiating opportunities to improve access to the countryside,
including parklands and estates where appropriate, providing easy
access routes for all.
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SEO 4: Protect and manage sites and features of historic, geological and geomorphological interest, such as sand dune formations and rock exposures,
Roman roads, stone walls and vernacular architecture, and Lincoln’s historic centre, to strengthen sense of place and history, enhance biodiversity and
improve understanding of how the landscape has developed over time.
For example, by:
¯ Managing disused limestone, ironstone and sand quarries in order
to retain their features of geological interest, expanding the priority
habitats, notably limestone grassland, dry acid grassland and heathland.

¯ Providing interpretation of historic features where appropriate, to
improve understanding and enjoyment of all the features that have
contributed to the landscape of today.

¯ Providing access to and interpretation of sites of geological or geomorphological
interest where possible, to raise awareness and improve understanding.

¯ Conserving the historic character of the villages along the springline
below the scarp, ensuring that any new development or conversions
are accommodated without reducing the historic interest, using local
building materials where possible.

¯ Identifying historic ground features including prehistoric burial mounds and
evidence of deserted medieval villages, and encouraging their protection
through cessation of cultivation and establishment of permanent grassland
where possible.

¯ Protecting stone-built vernacular architecture including farmhouses, farm
buildings and barns, houses, churches and drystone walls, using appropriate
building materials and techniques when restoring or converting.

¯ Protecting and restoring historic features within parklands and estates,
including management of ancient and veteran trees, and providing
opportunities for access for quiet recreation where appropriate.

¯ Protecting, conserving and interpreting the cathedral, the many town
houses and other structures that reveal the rich Roman and medieval
history of the city of Lincoln, thus supporting tourism and education
and ensuring that a sense of history is shared with residents and visitors.

¯ Providing access to sites of historic interest, along with interpretation, to raise
awareness and improve understanding and enjoyment of local history.
¯ Retaining the network of long, straight roads of Roman origin.
¯ Maintaining and restoring walls built of limestone rubble.
¯ Using appropriate materials and techniques when restoring vernacular
architecture, to retain the visible links between underlying geology and
the integrity of the historical development of farms and villages.

¯ Protecting the inland sand dune systems and other wind-blown sand
formations, and providing interpretation to raise awareness of these
distinctive formations.
¯ Identifying opportunities to allow the River Ancholme and its tributaries to
follow more natural courses, introducing more structural diversity into the
river habitats, and allowing geomorphological processes to occur, thus also
reducing the energy of flood flows and increasing flood storage capacity.
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1. Landscape and nature conservation designations
There are no National Parks or Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty within this NCA.
Source: Natural England (2011)

1.1 Designated nature conservation sites
The NCA includes the following statutory nature conservation designations:
Area
(ha)

% of
NCA

Name

International

Ramsar

Humber Estuary

1

<1

SSSI condition category

European

Special Protection
Area (SPA)

Humber Estuary SPA

1

<1

Unfavourable declining

Special Area of
Conservation (SAC)

Humber Estuary SAC

1

<1

National Nature
Reserve (NNR)

0

Site of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI)

A total of 17 sites wholly or
partly within the NCA

<1

469

1

Area of Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
National Character Area (NCA): 50,057 ha

1.1.1 Condition of designated sites

Designation

0

Analysis

¯ Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm
¯ Details of Local Nature Reserves (LNR) can be searched at:
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/lnr/lnr_search.asp
¯ Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at:
http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/ – select ‘Rural Designations
Statutory’

Tier

National

Landscape
change

Key facts
and data

Opportunities

Percentage of NCA
SSSI resource

Area (ha)
11

2

132

29

Unfavourable no change

43

10

Unfavourable recovering

270

59

Favourable

Source: Natural England (March 2011)

Source: Natural England (2011)
Please note: (i) Designated areas may overlap (ii) all ﬁgures are cut to Mean High Water Line,
designations that span coastal areas/views below this line will not be included.

There are 123 local sites in Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
covering 2,570 ha, which is 5 per cent of the NCA.
Source: Natural England (2011)

¯ Details of SSSI condition can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/reportIndex.cfm

2. Landform, geology and soils
2.1 Elevation
The lowest elevation is 0.2 m below sea level and the highest point is 77 m. The
mean elevation across the NCA is 29 m.
Source: Natural England 2010
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2.2 Landform and process
The most distinctive topographical feature of the area is the western scarp slope
locally known as the ‘Cliff’. This linear feature is pronounced along much of its length.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire
Edge Countryside Character Area Description

2.3 Bedrock geology
The solid geology of the Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands is composed
almost entirely of the middle Jurassic Lincolnshire Limestone. The Frodingham
Ironstone forms the secondary scarp around Scunthorpe.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire
Edge Countryside Character Area Description

Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire
Edge Countryside Character Area Description

2.5 Designated geological sites
Tier

Designation

Number

National

Geological Site of Special Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI)

5

National

Mixed Interest SSSI

1

Local

Local Geological Sites

Landscape
change

Analysis

2.6 Soils and Agricultural Land Classification
Soils on the higher ground are shallow, well-drained and brashy loams, devoid
of surface streams. To the east and north the soils include some clay with
associated poorer drainage. The Coversands which lie over much of the northern
part of the Edge are predominantly windblown deposits. They produce light soils
supporting a contrasting flora.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge Countryside
Character Area Description, Lincolnshire Coversands and Clay Vales Natural Area Profile

The main grades of agricultural land in the NCA are broken down as follows (as
a proportion of total land area):
Grade

2.4 Superficial deposits
Most of the area has been overlaid by glacial deposits of boulder clays,
windblown sand and fluvio-glacial sands and gravels.

Key facts
and data

Area (ha)

% of NCA

Grade 1

127

<1

Grade 2

19,816

40

Grade 3

21,604

43

Grade 4

1,237

3

Grade 5

0

0

Non-agricultural

3,875

8

Urban

3,398

7

Source: Natural England (2010)

25
Source: Natural England (2011)

¯ Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm

¯ Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at: http://magic.Defra.
gov.uk/website/magic/ – select ‘Landscape’ (shows ALC and 27 types of soils).
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3. Key water bodies and catchments

4. Trees and woodlands

3.1 Major rivers/canals

4.1 Total woodland cover
The NCA contains 3,254 ha of woodland (7 per cent of the total area), of which 275
ha is ancient woodland.

The following major rivers/canals (by length) have been identified in this NCA.

Source: Natural England (2010), Forestry Commission (2011)

¯River Eau
¯Old River Ancholme

11 km
2 km
Source: Natural England (2010)

Please note: other significant rivers (by volume) may also occur. These are not listed where the
length within the NCA is short.

The Old River Ancholme drains the northern half of the NCA into the Humber.
The River Eau drains the southern half of the NCA into the River Witham, and
ultimately to the Wash.
3.2 Water quality
The total area of Nitrate Vulnerable Zone is 50,057 ha, which is 100 per cent of NCA.
Source: Natural England (2010)

4.2 Distribution and size of woodland and trees in the landscape
The Coversands were extensively planted with conifers between the First and
Second World Wars. Birch and oak are regenerating naturally to add to the mix.
A few pockets of ancient semi-natural woodland can be found at Broughton.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge
Countryside Character Area Description

4.3 Woodland types
A statistical breakdown of the area and type of woodland found across the NCA
is detailed below.
Area and proportion of different woodland types in the NCA (over 2 ha).

3.3 Water Framework Directive
Maps are available from the Environment Agency showing current and projected
future status of water bodies at:

Woodland type

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?ep=maptopic
s&lang=_e

Broadleaved

Area (ha)

% of NCA

1,856

4

Coniferous

893

2

Mixed

103

<1

Other

402

1

Source: Forestry Commission (2011)
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Area and proportion of ancient woodland and planted ancient woodland within
the NCA.
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6. Agriculture
The following data has been taken from the Agricultural Census linked to this NCA.

Type

Area (ha)

Ancient semi-natural woodland
Planted Ancient Woodland (PAWS)

% of NCA
44

<1

231

<1
Source: Natural England (2004)

5. Boundary features and patterns
5.1 Boundary features
In the drier central uplands are arable areas. Where present, hedgerows are
clipped and gappy. Shelter belts, typically of beech and sycamore, often line
roads, tracks and broad verges.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge
Countryside Character Area Description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

5.2 Field patterns
Fields are typically rectilinear with gappy, clipped hedgerows and occasional
rubble limestone walls.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge Countryside
Character Area Description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

6.1 Farm type
Sixty-five per cent of the area’s farms were arable (46 per cent cereals, 17 per
cent general cropping, 2 per cent horticulture). Seventeen per cent of farms
were made up of livestock holdings (grazing livestock 7 per cent, specialist
poultry 6 per cent and specialist pigs 4 per cent).
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.2 Farm size
In 2009 41 per cent of farms (108 of 261 holdings) were greater than 100 ha in size,
and this category of farm accounted for 89 per cent of the agricultural area. There
was a fairly equal spread of sizes among the remaining farms. The broad pattern was similar to the 2000 census, although there were significantly less farms
between 5 ha and 20 ha in 2009 (down from 58 in 2000 to 40 in 2009) and farms
greater than 100 ha (from 125 to 108).
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.3 Farm ownership
2009: Total farm area = 38,368 ha; owned land = 27,057 ha
2000: Total farm area = 39,762 ha; owned land = 22,808 ha
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.4 Land use
Half the agricultural area was under cereals. Fifteen per cent was grass and uncropped
land, 16 per cent oilseeds and 6 per cent cash roots. Land with oilseeds had almost
doubled between 2000 and 2009, while cash roots almost halved.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)
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6.5 Livestock numbers
Pigs accounted for the majority of livestock (37,300) followed by cattle (4,000) and
sheep (3,800).
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.6 Farm labour
There were 682 agricultural workers in this area in 2009 (down from 988 in
2000). Of these, 49 per cent were principal farmers, 26 per cent full-time
workers, 10 per cent part-time workers, 8 per cent salaried managers and 7 per
cent casual/gang workers.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)
Please note: (i) Some of the Census data is estimated by Defra so will not be accurate for every
holding (ii) Data refers to Commercial Holdings only (iii) Data includes land outside of the
NCA belonging to holdings whose centre point is within the NCA listed.

7. Key habitats and species
7.1 Habitat distribution/coverage
Some of Britain’s finest inland sand dunes can be found on the Coversands.
Nationally rare and important species include woodlark and grayling butterfly.
Coversand heathlands comprise a mosaic of lowland heathland, often with a high
proportion of lichens and some heather, with pockets of mire and wet heath, areas
of lowland dry acid grassland and sand dune habitats. These heathlands are close
in type to those of the Brecks, and several areas are designated as Sites of Special
Scientific Interest. Elsewhere small pockets of calcareous grassland occur where
the limestone outcrops from the Coversands or is close to the surface. There is very
little ancient woodland, but oak–birch woodland has established on some parts
of the Coversands. Broughton Alder Wood lies in a shallow valley which is fed by
springs from adjacent pastures and forestry plantations. Open water habitats have
been created from restored ironstone and sand workings.
Source: North Lincolnshire Coversands and Clay Vales Natural Area Profile
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7.2 Priority habitats
The Government’s new strategy for biodiversity in England, Biodiversity 2020,
replaces the previous Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) led approach. Priority
habitats and species are identified in Biodiversity 2020, but references to BAP
priority habitats and species, and previous national targets have been removed.
Biodiversity Action Plans remain a useful source of guidance and information.
More information about Biodiversity 2020 can be found at;
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/
protectandmanage/englandsbiodiversitystrategy2011.aspx
The NCA contains the following areas of mapped priority habitats (as mapped by
National Inventories). Footnotes denote local/expert interpretation. This will be
used to inform future national inventory updates.
Priority habitat

Area (ha)

% of NCA

Broadleaved mixed and yew woodland (broad
habitat)

989

2

Fens

363

1

Lowland dry acid grassland

297

1

Lowland calcareous grassland

131

<1

Purple moor grass and rush pasture

111

<1

Lowland heathland

52

<1

Coastal and ﬂood plain grazing marsh

11

<1

Lowland meadows

7

<1

Source: Natural England (2011)

Maps showing locations of priority habitats are available at
¯ http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/ select ‘Habitat Inventories’
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7.3 Key species and assemblages of species
¯ Maps showing locations of priority habitats are available at:
http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/
¯ Maps showing locations of S41 species are available at:
http://data.nbn.org.uk/

8. Settlement and development patterns
8.1 Settlement pattern
The pattern of settlement is dispersed to the perimeter but almost non-existent
on the central elevated higher ground. The old city of Lincoln includes castle,
city walls, churches and fine town houses. These buildings cluster around the
cathedral. Scunthorpe, the other large settlement of the area, grew rapidly
in the 19th century following the establishment of iron and steel works. The
expanding town absorbed five villages and is now characterised by postSecond World War housing and industrial estates.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge
Countryside Character Area Description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

8.2 Main settlements
The main settlements in Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands NCA are
Lincoln, Scunthorpe, Gainsborough, Broughton, Winterton, and Scarsby. The total
estimated population for this NCA (derived from ONS 2001 census data) is 157,465.
Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge
Countryside Character Area Description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

8.3 Local vernacular and building materials
To the foot of the western scarp a line of small villages built in traditional honey
coloured limestone, warm brick and pantiles cluster by the springs. In Lincoln, to the
south of the railway station, settlement is dominated by red-brick terraces dating
from the city’s growth as an engineering centre.
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9. Key historic sites and features
9.1 Origin of historic features
A clear line of visible archaeological evidence is present along the Edge. The
Romans made a very visible impact on the landscape; Lincoln was the key
settlement at the junction of Ermine Street and the Fosse Way. A number of
deserted medieval villages like Gainsthorpe are testimony to subsequent change
during the medieval period when farming developed to the perimeter of the
Edge. The landscape around Scunthorpe was dramatically altered by the mining
of ironstone from the 1870s. The growth of the iron and steel industry had a
significant impact on the natural landscape.
Source: Draft Historic Profile, Countryside Quality Counts, Northern Lincolnshire
Edge Countryside Character Area description

9.2 Designated historic assets
This NCA has the following historic designations:
¯ 4 Registered Parks and Gardens covering 191 ha
¯0 Registered Battlefields
¯ 63 Scheduled Monuments
¯812 Listed Buildings
Source: Natural England (2010)

¯ More information is available at the following address:
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/professional/protection/process/
national-heritage-list-for-england/

Source: Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands/Southern Lincolnshire Edge
Countryside Character Area Description; Countryside Quality Counts (2003)
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10. Recreation and access

11. Experiential qualities

10.1 Public access
¯ 2 per cent of the NCA (843 ha) is classified as being publically accessible.
¯ There are 260 km of public rights of way, giving a density of 0.5 km per km2.
Source: Natural England (2010)
¯ There are no National Trails within the NCA.

11.1 Tranquillity
Based on the CPRE map of tranquillity (2006) the highest scores for tranquillity
are to the south-east and north of the NCA in very rural areas. The lowest scores
for tranquillity are around the settlements, such as Lincoln and Gainsborough.

The table below shows the breakdown of land which is publically accessible in
perpetuity:
Access designation

Area (ha)

% of NCA

Category of tranquillity

National Trust (Accessible all year)

0

0

Common Land

5

<1

Country Parks

73

<1

255

<1

19

<1

Village Greens

6

<1

Doorstep Greens

0

0

Forestry Commission Walkers Welcome Grants

293

1

Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)

116

<1

Millennium Greens

1

<1

Accessible National Nature Reserves (NNRs)

0

0

77

<1

382

1

CROW Access Land (Section 4 and 16)
CROW Section 15

Agri-environment Scheme Access
Woods for People

A breakdown of tranquillity values for this NCA is detailed in the table below:
Score

Highest value within NCA

42

Lowest value within NCA

-93

Mean value within NCA

-4
Source: CPRE (2006)

¯ More information is available at the following address:
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/landscape/tranquillity/ourtranquillity-map-explained

Sources: Natural England (2011)
Please note: Common Land refers to land included in the 1965 commons register; CROW = Countryside
and Rights of Way Act 2000; OC and RCL = Open Country and Registered Common Land.
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11.2 Intrusion
The 2007 Intrusion Map (CPRE) shows the extent to which rural landscapes are
‘intruded on’ from urban development, noise (primarily traffic noise), and other
sources of visual and auditory intrusion. This shows that, particularly around
Lincoln, areas are increasingly disturbed, whereas the more rural areas and villages
experience less intrusion.
A breakdown of intrusion values for this NCA is detailed in the following table.

Category of intrusion

1960s
(%)

1990s
(%)

2007
(%)

% change
(1960s-2007)

Disturbed

22

35

47

25

Undisturbed

73

60

44

-29

5

5

9

Urban

4
Sources: CPRE (2007)

Notable trends from the 1960s to 2007 were an increase in the area of disturbed
land by 25 per cent, matched by a decrease in the areas of undisturbed land by 29
per cent. The levels of urban land increased slightly by 4 per cent.
¯More information is available at the following address:
http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/planning/intrusion/our-intrusion-mapexplained

The Coversands, wind-blown sands from post-glacial times, give rise to a distinctive
landscape of heathland, dry acid grassland and oak / birch woodland. Many of these
sandy soils are now taken over by arable cropping, such as the field in the middle distance
to the right, and tree planting.
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12. Data sources
¯ British Geological Survey (2006)
¯ Natural Area Profiles, Natural England (published by English Nature 1993-1998 )
¯ Countryside Character Descriptions, Natural England (regional volumes
published by Countryside Commission/Countryside Agency 1998/1999)
¯ Joint Character Area GIS boundaries, Natural England (data created 2001)
¯ National Parks and AONBs GIS boundaries, Natural England (2006)
¯ Heritage Coast Boundaries, Natural England (2006)
¯ Agricultural Census June Survey, Defra (2000,2009)
¯ National Forest Inventory, Forestry Commission (2011)
¯ Countryside Quality Counts Draft Historic Profiles, English Heritage (2004)*
¯ Ancient Woodland Inventory, Natural England (2003)
¯ Priority Habitats GIS data, Natural England (March 2011)
¯ Special Areas of Conservation data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Special Protection Areas data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Ramsar sites data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)

¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯

Detailed River Network, Environment Agency (2008)
Source protection zones, Environment Agency (2005)
Registered Common Land GIS data, Natural England (2004)
Open Country GIS data, Natural England (2004)
Public Rights of Way Density, Defra (2011)
National Trails, Natural England (2006)
National Tranquillity Mapping data, CPRE (2007)
Intrusion map data, CPRE (2007)
Registered Battlefields, English Heritage (2005)
Record of Scheduled Monuments, English Heritage (2006)
Registered Parks and Gardens, English Heritage (2006)
World Heritage Sites, English Heritage (2006)
Incorporates Historic Landscape Characterisation and work for preliminary
Historic Farmstead Character Statements (English Heritage/Countryside
Agency 2006)

Please note all figures contained within the report have been rounded to the nearest unit. For this reason proportion figures will not (in all) cases add up to 100%.
The convention <1 has been used to denote values less than a whole unit.
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Supporting document 2: Landscape change
Recent changes
Trees and woodlands
¯ At the end of 1998, young trees approved for planting under a Woodland Grant
Scheme agreement accounted for about 3 per cent of the mature woodland
stock. Between 1999 and 2003 an area equivalent to 4 per cent of the 1999
total stock was approved for new planting under a Woodland Grant Scheme
agreement (107 ha). In 1999 about 26 per cent of the established eligible
National Inventory of Woodlands and Trees stock was covered by a Woodland
Grant Scheme management agreement.
Boundary features
¯ Between 1999 and 2003, Countryside Stewardship agreements for linear
features included fencing (22 km), hedge management (29 km), hedge
planting and restoration (45 km), restored boundary protection (10 km) –
extent limited. By 2011 some 66 km of hedges and 19 km of ditches were
under management through the Environmental Stewardship schemes, but
only 1.5 km of stone wall was covered.
¯ On the open plateau the remaining hedges continue to be tightly clipped.
Agriculture
¯ About 80 per cent of the land is cropped, with little change evident between
2000 and 2009. Around 90 per cent of the land is managed within holdings
of over 100 ha, and again there was little change between 2000 and 2009.
There are several specialist pig and poultry farms, although pig numbers
have fallen from nearly 47,000 in 2000 to just over 37,000 in 2009.

¯ The most extensive annual agreements in 2003 were for lowland pastures
on neutral/acid soils (231 ha) and overwintered stubble followed by spring/
summer fallow (154 ha).
¯ The need for irrigation on the free-draining limestone, to maintain and
extend the range of crops that can be grown, such as potatoes, has resulted
in the construction of a number of embanked rectilinear reservoirs in recent
years.
Settlement and development
¯ Although the rate of urbanisation and development outside urban and urban
fringe areas is low, development is concentrated and significant locally.
Concentrations include around Alkborough in the north, the urban fringes
of Scunthorpe and Lincoln, and the neighbouring villages of Welton and
Dunholme.
¯ The development of the M180 has contributed to the expansion of light
industry in Scunthorpe, and recently urban Lincoln has expanded up to the
bypass to the north.
Semi-natural habitat
¯ The most extensive annual Countryside Stewardship agreements in 2003
were for lowland pastures on neutral/acid soils (231 ha) and overwintered
stubble followed by spring/summer fallow (154 ha). However there has
been only a limited area covered by uptake of Countryside Stewardship
agreements for re-creation of heathland (64 ha) and for bracken control.
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Minerals
¯ Ironstone mining has now ceased, and several sites have been restored for
agriculture, recreational use and nature conservation. However, ironstone
reserves remain and are being protected for possible future exploitation.
While there are now several disused limestone quarries and sand extraction
sites, sand (silica) continues to be extracted, for instance at Messingham.

Historic features
¯ In 1918 about 2 per cent of the NCA was historic parkland, but it is estimated
that by 1995 some 50 per cent of the area had been lost. About 20 per cent
of the remaining parkland is covered by a Historic Parkland Grant and 18
per cent is included in an agri-environmental scheme. Some 79 per cent of
historic farm buildings remain unconverted, and most are intact structurally.

Drivers of change

¯ There is ongoing loss of military archaeology (buildings, plan-forms, key
installations) related to the airfields and bases along the Edge, either through
reversion to farmland or change of use to storage or retail outlets.

¯ There is a possibility of an increase in the number of flood events affecting
the farmland alongside the Trent and the town of Gainsborough.

Climate change
A summary of climate change risks for the East Midlands4 indicates that:

Coast and rivers
¯ The biological river water quality in 1995 was predominantly excellent and it
has been maintained. The chemical water quality in 1995 was predominantly
very good and it has also been maintained. However, by 2013 the Trent and
Anglian River Basin management plans indicate that surface waters flowing
down into the Ancholme were failing to reach good chemical status and have
poor ecological status, although the status of the groundwaters in the east is
good. To the west, the status of groundwaters is poor.

¯ Higher summer soil moisture deficits would increase the demand for water
to irrigate to maintain crop yields and quality.

¯ The entire area was designated a nitrate vulnerable zone for both surface and
groundwater in 2006.

¯ There could be an increase in fire risk especially in the areas of heath and
woodland on the Coversands.

¯ Increasing demand for water resources in an area of low rainfall may limit
agriculture, and/or impact on water quality and freshwater habitats.
¯ There may be a move towards new crops or increased yields from
traditional crops, due to warmer conditions.

4

www.climate-em.org.uk/images/uploads/EastMidlands-NewText-2Apdf.pdf published by
Climate East Midlands 2012 and accessed on 16 January 2014
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¯ New conditions may favour generalist species, pests, diseases and invasive nonnative species, leading to a reduction in biodiversity and/or disrupting habitats.
¯ Phenological mismatch may lead to a disruption of food species thus
putting species and ecosystem services at risk; for instance, a decline in
invertebrates as a result of drier moorland habitats could become out of
step with breeding birds.
¯ In addition, it is anticipated that more frequent and more intense storm
events may increase the amount of surface water run-off from agricultural
land, thus increasing diffuse pollution from sediment and nutrient run-off.
¯ An increase in droughts, especially in the summer, could affect productivity
of the farmed land, and increase demand for water for irrigation, especially
on the free-draining soils on the plateau. Reduced groundwater flows
combined with an increased demand for water could have significant
impacts on the aquifer.
¯ Pests and diseases new to the area may occur as a result of increased
temperatures.
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¯ These areas of significant expansion could impact on the local landscape,
placing more demands on the water available in the aquifer, but also
opening up opportunities to improve green infrastructure and to provide
links to the adjacent countryside for both access and biodiversity.
¯ Proposals for substantial housing and industrial developments on the
outskirts of Scunthorpe could increase traffic levels and the demand for
potable water, as well as for access to the countryside.
¯ Agricultural developments such as new crops, along with an increased
demand for water for crop irrigation, may lead to the construction of
further reservoirs.
¯ Economic conditions may alter to make the extraction of ironstone an
attractive prospect again.
¯ Restoration of ironstone workings continues, creating opportunities to
provide semi-natural habitats, along with access and recreational uses, in
particular related to open water.
¯ Further new uses may be found for disused airfields.

Other key drivers
¯ Continuing pressure for water for domestic, industrial and agricultural use
may lead to the lowering of water tables and impacts on watercourses
downstream.
¯ Large urban extensions can be expected on the edges of Gainsborough
and Lincoln, both identified as areas of potential growth.

¯ Continuing demand for renewable energy may lead to further proposals for
wind farms on the plateau, away from active airfields, and biomass crops.
¯ Continuing encroachment of heathlands by weeds (bracken) and scrub,
along with changes in grazing pressures, may result in deterioration of
condition of lowland heathland and dry acid grassland.

¯ Some villages such as Welton and Nettleham are likely to experience some
piecemeal growth.
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Supporting document 3: Analysis supporting Statements of
Environmental Opportunity
The following analysis section focuses on a selection of the key provisioning,
regulating and cultural ecosystem goods and services for this NCA. These
are underpinned by supporting services such as photosynthesis, nutrient
cycling, soil formation and evapo-transpiration. Supporting services perform
an essential role in ensuring the availability of all ecosystem services.
Biodiversity and geodiversity are crucial in supporting the full range of
ecosystem services provided by this landscape. Wildlife and geologicallyrich landscapes are also of cultural value and are included in this section
of the analysis. This analysis shows the projected impact of Statements of
Environmental Opportunity on the value of nominated ecosystem services
within this landscape.

Scunthorpe continues to expand, with large retail and manufacturing parks on its outskirts.
Here, to the north of Scunthorpe, is evidence of past ironstone workings, below the wooded
limestone scarp. Now restored, the land is used for agriculture, industry and windfarms.
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Pest regulation

Regulating coastal erosion

Sense of place/inspiration

Sense of history

Tranquility

Recreation

Biodiversity

Geodiversity

***

Pollination

***

Regulating soil erosion

**

Regulating soil quality

SEO 2: On the sandy soils of the Coversands, protect the distinctive dune formations and expand,
buffer and connect the key habitats, providing access and interpretation where possible, and
addressing climate regulation, soil erosion and water availability.

Regulating water flow

***

Regulating water quality

**

Climate regulation

Water availability

***

Biomass provision

Timber provision

SEO 1: On the limestone plateau, manage the high-quality farmland and maintain agricultural
productivity, establishing networks of linking habitats to strengthen landscape character and enhance
biodiversity, especially farmland birds, while also protecting the underlying aquifer, reducing soil erosion
and improving soil and water quality.

Statement of Environmental Opportunity

Genetic diversity

Food provision

Ecosystem Service

**

**

***

**

***

***

***

**

**

***

***

*

**

***

**

**

***

***

**

*

**

**

**

n/a

***

***

***

**

***

***

n/a

n/a

Note: Arrows shown in the table above indicate anticipated impact on service delivery:
= Slight Increase
= No change
= Increase
confidence in projection (*low **medium***high) ° symbol denotes where insufficient information on the likely impact is available.

= Slight Decrease

= Decrease. Asterisks denote

Dark plum = National Importance; Mid plum = Regional Importance; Light plum = Local Importance
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**

***

**

*

**

**

*

**

Geodiversity

***

Biodiversity

**

Recreation

**

Tranquility

**

Sense of history

*** ***

Sense of place/inspiration

Pest regulation

**

Regulating coastal erosion

Pollination

**

Regulating soil erosion

*** ***

Regulating soil quality

SEO 4: Protect and manage sites and features of historic, geological and geomorphological interest,
such as sand dune formations and rock exposures, Roman roads, stone walls and vernacular
architecture, and Lincoln’s historic centre, to strengthen sense of place and history, enhance
biodiversity and improve understanding of how the landscape has developed over time.

Regulating water flow

**

Regulating water quality

***

Climate regulation

Water availability

**

Biomass provision

Timber provision

SEO 3: Maintain the sense of place and the diversity of settlements and landscape features through
expanding semi-natural habitats, managing the restoration of extraction sites, retaining the inspirational
long views, ensuring that development is sustainable and well integrated into the landscape, and
providing more interpretation and access through good green infrastructure links.

Statement of Environmental Opportunity

Genetic diversity

Food provision

Ecosystem Service

*

***

**

**

***

***

***

***

***

**

***

***

***

n/a

n/a

n/a

**

Note: Arrows shown in the table above indicate anticipated impact on service delivery:
= Slight Increase
= No change
= Increase
confidence in projection (*low **medium***high) ° symbol denotes where insufficient information on the likely impact is available.

= Slight Decrease

= Decrease. Asterisks denote

Dark plum = National Importance; Mid plum = Regional Importance; Light plum = Local Importance
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Landscape attributes
Landscape attribute

Justiﬁcation for selection

Underlying geology of Jurassic
Limestone forming a distinctive
north–south ridge with scarp slope
on west side; ironstone to north of
Scunthorpe.

Distinct landform of cliff and open plateau contributes to a strong sense of place.
Five Sites of Special Scientiﬁc Interest designated for their geological interest, along with 25 Local Geological Sites.
Ironstone contains many fossils, including oysters and ammonites, while disused limestone quarries reveal underlying limestone
formations and calcareous habitats.
Presence of ironstone has determined historical development of iron and steel manufacturing and associated engineering works
that dominate Scunthorpe and surrounds.
Disused limestone, ironstone and sand quarries now provide important exposures of geological features along with semi-natural
habitats.

Windblown sands north and east
of Scunthorpe giving rise to inland
dune system and supporting dune
and dry heath vegetation, with
some conifer plantations and oak/
birch woodland.

Sandy soils give rise to a distinctive acidic landscape of open heathland with birch and oak woodlands.

Free draining loamy soils on
limestone ridge giving rise to
productive cropping managed
from large farmsteads and
organised within large rectilinear
ﬁelds, bounded by tightly cropped
hedgerows and occasional
limestone rubble walls.

Productive farmland, most of it managed in large units over 100 ha.

Risby Warren SSSI comprises one of the ﬁnest inland dune systems in Britain, with clear surface morphology and sand dune
forms, along with heathland, acid and calcareous grassland and scrub.
Sand exploited for building and engineering uses, and latterly silica sand exploited for industrial processes, giving rise to sites
with a range of habitats from open water to acid grassland, dry heath and scrub, with opportunities for access and recreation.

Predominantly arable (cereals, oilseeds, potatoes and other arable crops) with specialist pig and poultry farms.
Large rectilinear ﬁelds arising from 18th- and 19th-century enclosure of the limestone plateau.
Limestone walls more frequent on the west side of the ridge, around Fillingham and Willoughton.
Farms often large, with big sheds overshadowing the original stone-built farmhouse.
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Landscape attribute

Justiﬁcation for selection

Few trees on higher land, with
occasional sheltering copses and
small plantation woodlands.

6.5 per cent of the area is covered by broadleaved and mixed woodland, of which 2.5 per cent is priority broadleaved woodland habitat.

Few settlements on higher land,
but several spring-line villages
along foot of scarp, with more
woodlands and parklands.

Distinct line of villages along springline at foot of slope – Kirton in Lindsey, Blyborough, Willoughton, Hemswell, Harpswell,
Glentworth, Fillingham, Grayingham, Ingham, Brattleby, Scampton, North and South Carlton, Burton.

Active and re-used airﬁelds
are prominent features on the
limestone ridge along with
communications masts.

RAF Scampton is still active and is the base for the Red Arrows.

Long straight roads, often with
wide verges.

Historic Roman road network evident, with minor straight roads leading off Ermine Street, now the busy A15, to cross the
limestone plateau, leading to villages such as Normanby and Thealby.

Only 44 ha of ancient semi-natural woodland, and 231 ha of plantation on ancient woodland sites.
Conifer plantations from the inter-war period remain in places on the infertile sandy soils.

Parklands, for example around Blyborough and Fillingham.
Many of the villages are attractive, with houses, farmsteads and walls built of soft, warm-coloured local limestone with red or
brown tiles.

The airﬁeld at Hemswell Cliff is now an industrial park with major grain store silos, warehousing and retail stores.
Disused airﬁelds still evident through hard standing, boundaries, derelict or re-used military buildings, although some loss of
military features has occurred.

Wide verges support a range of ﬂowering species, creating important corridors for wildlife as well as providing an experience for
travellers.
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Justiﬁcation for selection

Evidence of Roman inﬂuence
through roads, tracks, and
medieval settlement, also evidence
of abandoned villages.

Early settlement is visible along the Edge including prehistoric burial mounds, linear boundary features and tracks.

Analysis

Ermine Street runs north–south through the area, linking the fort and colonia at Lincoln with the crossing of the River Humber.
Medieval settlement evident through current settlement names and patterns.
Ground features provide evidence for medieval villages probably abandoned as a result of agricultural changes, for instance at
Gainsthorpe and Sawcliffe.

Panoramic views out over
Humberhead Levels to the
west; Lincoln Cathedral in
prominent location on top of
Edge above Witham Gap, and
visually prominent steelworks at
Scunthorpe.

Views out over the Levels enjoyed in particular from viewpoints at Scampton and Hemswell.

The city of Lincoln in the south,
based on a Roman settlement, with
medieval features still evident.

Visible remains of Roman city, city walls, medieval town houses and later archaeology and architecture still evident within the city.

Lincoln Cathedral visible from many miles around.
Steelworks tower above the centre of Scunthorpe and are visible from considerable distances around the town.

The Norman cathedral in Lincoln was started in 1088 and continued in phases throughout the medieval period, including two ﬁne
rose windows.
John Ruskin considered the cathedral to be “… the most precious piece of architecture in the British Isles, … worth any two other
cathedrals we have”.
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Landscape opportunities


Protect the scarp slope from inappropriate development, increasing
woodland cover where possible.



Retain long, panoramic views out over adjacent lower-lying land, especially
from the scarp slope in the west.



Protect the inland sand dune systems and other windblown sand formations.



Protect and manage the sandy habitats of lichen heathland, lowland
heathland and dry acid grassland.



Extend the areas of lowland heathland, linking existing areas where
possible and negotiating to remove scrub and woodland where heathland
restoration is possible.



Manage existing oak and birch woodland.



Manage existing wet woodland, and extend and buffer where possible.



Encourage mixed farming where appropriate to introduce more managed
grassland into rotations and provide conditions suitable for more farmland
birds and arable plants.



Manage disused limestone, ironstone and sand quarries to retain their
geological interest, and expand their habitats of interest, including
limestone grassland, dry acid grassland and heathland as well as open water
and wetland habitats, providing access where possible.



Restore disused ironstone and sand extraction sites, ensuring the creation of
habitats such as species rich grassland, heathland and broadleaved woodland
and managing them to enhance biodiversity interest as well as strengthen
local landscape character; provide access and recreation where appropriate.



In restoration schemes, ensure that new open water and wetland habitats are
managed to contribute to the local landscape and enhance biodiversity interest



Protect stone-built vernacular architecture including farmhouses and
farmsteads, and use appropriate materials and techniques when restoring
vernacular architecture.



Protect and manage the historic features of parklands, including veteran trees.



Protect long-distance views of the impressive Lincoln Cathedral.



Protect, conserve and interpret the many town houses and other structures
that reveal the rich Roman and medieval history of the city of Lincoln.



Manage existing hedges, allowing them to ﬁll out, and plant to ﬁll in gaps.



Restore and introduce hedges into key locations to reinforce ﬁeld patterns.





Manage existing plantation woodlands to ensure their long-term survival as
landscape features, increasing the content of native broadleaves where possible.

Enhance the contrast between the open plateau and the wooded scarp
slopes by encouraging more woodland establishment on the slopes.



Encourage the establishment of permanent grassland to protect the
evidence of medieval settlements and other ground features.



Maintain and restore limestone rubble walls.



Ensure that new irrigation reservoirs are constructed so that they contribute
to biodiversity interest and ﬁt in to local landform and landscape.





Increase the area of native broadleaved woodland especially along the
scarp slope of the Edge in the west, but giving preference to heathland and
heathland restoration on sandy soils.
Manage grassy verges to encourage greater species richness and to maintain
them as a feature of the long straight roads.
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Ecosystem service analysis
The following section shows the analysis used to determine key ecosystem service opportunities within the area. These opportunities have been combined with the analysis of
landscape opportunities to create Statements of Environmental Opportunity.
Please note that the following analysis is based upon available data and current understanding of ecosystem services. It does not represent a comprehensive local assessment.
Quality and quantity of data for each service is variable locally and many of the services listed are not yet fully researched or understood. Therefore the analysis and opportunities
may change upon publication of further evidence and better understanding of the inter-relationship between services at a local level.

Service
Food
provision

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Good quality
well-drained
and workable
soils
Infrastructure of
large farmsteads
Mostly arable
holdings,
with limited
mixed farming,
specialist
poultry and pigs

Principal
services offered
by opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The plateau provides very good
conditions for arable cropping,
with light, well drained brashy
loams. 40 per cent of the
area is categorised as Grade 2
agricultural land, and much of
the remainder (43 per cent) is
Grade 3. While the Coversands
give rise to infertile sandy soils,
in places poor drainage also
reduces the quality of the soils
for agriculture.

National

This is a productive area for farming, including
cereals, oilseeds, root crops, pigs and poultry,
contributing to the employment economy. With
generally large scale farming, the potential for
increasing productivity may be limited, taking into
consideration the need to safeguard water quality,
water supplies and biodiversity, to avoid soil
erosion, and to mediate climate change.

Work with the farming
community to identify
possibilities for improved
productivity while ensuring
soils are protected from
erosion and demands for
water are not increased.

There is more mixed farming
on the lower land at the foot of
the Edge, with some permanent
pastures and managed leys.
Farms are generally large (over
100 ha).
The relatively low rainfall
combined with porous bedrock
means that there are few surface
streams on the plateau.

Water supplies for crop irrigation, especially
potatoes, may become more of a limiting factor
with climate change. In recent years a number of
large reservoirs have been constructed to provide
farms with a supply of water for irrigation.
Soil erosion can be exacerbated by continuous
cultivation, especially when that includes
periods when the soil is left bare.
Climate change may result in an increase in
summer temperatures and longer growing
seasons, thus making it possible to introduce
new crops and/or to crop twice in a season. It
may also be appropriate to introduce crops that
are more drought resistant.

Introduce crops that are
more drought resistant.

Food provision
Water availability
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Climate regulation

Encourage cultivation
practices that increase the
organic content of soils and
reduce sediment run-off,
thus improving inﬁltration,
reducing soil erosion and
preventing sedimentation
of watercourses, while
also maintaining levels of
production.

Sense of place/
inspiration
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Woodlands and
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Principal
services offered
by opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Woodland cover is relatively low, at 6.5 per
cent. Of this less than 2 per cent is conifer
or mixed woodland. There are a limited
number of plantations managed for timber
production, mostly around Scunthorpe.

Local

With fairly low woodland
cover here, the timber
industry is limited, but
the existing woodlands
play an important part in
strengthening the landscape,
providing for biodiversity and
carbon capture, and reducing
wind erosion of soils.

Ensure that existing woodlands
are brought under management
where possible to increase the
production of timber, where
appropriate.

Timber provision

Seek opportunities to remove
conifer plantations from those
areas where heathland or dry
acid grassland could be restored,
and ﬁnd suitable compensation
planting sites elsewhere.

Biodiversity

There may be opportunities
to increase the proportion
of broadleaved species
within conifer plantations, to
improve their contribution
both to the landscape and
biodiversity.

Biomass energy
Climate regulation

In some locations, notably on
the Coversands where conifer
plantations are adjacent to
lowland heathland and acid
grassland, it would be more
appropriate to restore to open
habitats wherever possible,
with compensation planting
sites found elsewhere.
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Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The Limestone Edge forms a
watershed between the major river
basins of the Trent to the west and
Anglian rivers to the east.

Regional

The current approach is to only
issue new licences to abstract
water from the River Ancholme
or those tributaries supported
by the water transfer scheme
that include conditions to
prevent abstraction at any
time when the ﬂow in the River
Ancholme is insufﬁcient to meet
the needs of the river and prior
abstraction rights.

Work with land managers to
incorporate measures into
cultivation to improve the
structural condition of the soils
and thus increase the inﬁltration of
rainfall, for example by increasing
the area of permanent grassland,
and introducing green manures
and fallow periods, to increase the
organic content of soils.

Farm reservoirs
The Lincolnshire Limestone aquifer
is regionally important and large
demands are placed upon it to meet
domestic, industry and agricultural
water supplies, as well as supporting
base ﬂows to rivers and supporting
local surface water features.
The Lincolnshire Limestone can be
up to 40 m thick, and groundwater
movement within the aquifer is
generally west to east. In the west of
the area the limestone outcrops at
the ground surface allowing rainfall
to recharge the aquifer. The limestone
becomes conﬁned as it is overlain
by younger deposits to the east.
Although abstraction takes place
mainly from the conﬁned region, the
aquifer becomes too deep and the
quality is considered to be too poor
to exploit more than a few kilometres
east of the outcrop area.
Continued on next page...

Climate change may bring
drier summers, which would
exacerbate the low summer
ﬂows of the rivers in this
area. This would impact on
water quality and freshwater
habitats, as well as reducing
the availability of water. One of
the objectives for fresh water
habitat nature conservation set
out in the Natural Area Proﬁle
is to ‘avoid damage to wetland
and riverine habitats by overabstraction of water’.
Farmers are already addressing
this by constructing large
rectilinear reservoirs for
irrigation supplies.

Time cultivation activities to
avoid compaction of the more
clayey soils.
Ensure that the construction of
reservoirs on farms to supply
water for irrigation are designed
to enhance biodiversity and to
make a positive contribution to
the landscape, by for example
providing shallow sloping edges
so that vegetation can establish.

Water availability
Food provision
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Sense of place/
inspiration
Biodiversity

Ensure that developments
do not proceed unless water
resources are available, to avoid
putting further demands on
already limited water supplies.
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... continued from previous page
Resources are currently fully committed to
existing users, so there is no further water
available. However water is still available in
Winterton Beck, in the north5 .
The River Basin Management Plan states that
groundwater quantity is ‘good’ but south of
Scunthorpe it has high vulnerability.
The resource availability status of the River
Eau has not been assessed due to the tidal
nature of the river6 .

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Farmers are already addressing
this by constructing large
rectilinear reservoirs for
irrigation supplies.

Ensure that all new
developments include
appropriate sustainable
drainage systems, in
particular introducing
porous surfaces where
possible, to maintain
inﬁltration of rainwater
into the aquifer.

There is also potential for
managing soils to ensure good
structural condition, which
improves inﬁltration rates; this
can be achieved through, for
instance, expanding the area
of permanent grass, increasing
the organic content of soils, and
avoiding compaction.

The Ancholme water bodies are supported
by water from the Trent Witham Ancholme
Surface Water Transfer Scheme. This scheme
comprises two river transfers, from the River
Trent to the River Witham, and from the
River Witham into the Toft Newton reservoir
from which it ﬂows into the River Ancholme.
The TWA transfer scheme is very signiﬁcant
in helping to meet the needs of a number of
large abstractions.

5

The Grimsby, Ancholme and Louth Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy, Environment Agency (2013; URL: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/business/topics/water/119931.aspx;
accessed on 9 January 2014)
6
The Lower Trent and Erewash Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy, Environment Agency (March 2008)
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beneﬁciary
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Opportunities

Genetic
diversity

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

Biomass
energy

Existing
woodlands

The NCA has a generally medium
potential yield for short rotation
coppice although there are areas
of high potential yield to the east
of Scunthorpe and to the north
of Lincoln. There is also an area of
low potential to the north-east of
Scunthorpe.

Local

The existing woodland cover of
6.5 per cent of the NCA includes
some coniferous plantations for
commercial production on the
Coversands. This offers some
potential for the provision of
biomass, both through bringing
unmanaged woodland under
management and as a by-product
of commercial timber production.
Planting of biomass crops on land
that could potentially be restored to
heathland must be avoided.

Encourage the management of
existing woodlands to provide
wood fuel for local use.

Biomass energy

Service

The potential miscanthus yield
is generally high in the north of
the NCA around Broughton and
in the west of the NCA around
Gainsborough, but medium to low
elsewhere. For information on the
potential landscape impacts of
biomass plantings within the NCA,
refer to the tables on the Natural
England website7.

7

Key facts
and data

Opportunities

Principal services
offered by
opportunities

Timber provision

Consider planting biomass crops
such as miscanthus and short
rotation coppice within arable
farmland, but reducing the
risk of soil erosion by avoiding
sloping land, and avoiding
archaeological ground features.

Elsewhere miscanthus and
short rotation coppice could be
accommodated within the cropped
landscape of the plateau, or on the
lower-lying land to either side of the
Edge. These crops would not be suitable
on the steep slopes of the Edge itself,
nor on sites that contain archaeological
ground features. Periods of bare soil
during the cultivation of the crops
would need to be kept to the minimum
to avoid soil erosion.

www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/farming/funding/ecs/sitings/areas/default.aspx

42

National Character
Area proﬁle:

45. Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Service

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Climate
regulation

Soils with high
carbon content
Woodlands
Wetlands

Description

State
The mineral soils over most of the
NCA have a low carbon content
(0–5 per cent) although there are a
few scattered pockets in the north
and the west of the NCA with a
high carbon content (5–50 per cent)
likely to be associated with the
organic soils of drained wetlands.
These also include areas of freely
draining very acid and loamy soils,
naturally wet very acid sandy and
loamy soils and loamy and clayey
soils of coastal ﬂats with naturally
high groundwater which all have
peaty or organic rich topsoils
which are a store of carbon and
should be conserved reﬂecting
their important role in carbon
sequestration.
Woodlands will also offer a carbon
store both in their organic soils and in
the growing plant material. However,
woodland cover here is relatively low
(6.5 per cent) and fragmented.
Wetland habitats are limited to
a few wet woodlands and small
areas of grazing marsh.

Main
beneﬁciary
Local

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

The carbon content of the soils could
be improved by reducing the frequency
and area of cultivation, and through
introducing green manure crops and
fallow into rotations, and direct drilling.

Encourage the
introduction of green
manure crops, and of
fallow within rotations.

Climate regulation

Establish uncultivated
strips of grassland or scrub
and woodland alongside
watercourses.

Regulating water
quality

Match applications of
fertilisers to nutrient needs
as far as possible.

Timber provision

The establishment of permanent,
uncultivated strips alongside
watercourses and expansion of wetland
would improve carbon capture while also
capturing sediment and nutrient runoff. These strips and other semi-natural
habitats would both capture carbon and
result in a reduction in the area subject to
applications of artiﬁcial fertilisers.
Arable reversion to permanent grassland
on sites with evident ground features
of archaeological interest would also
contribute.
While nitrogen fertilisers drive high
yields, their production and the
soil processes of nitriﬁcation and
denitriﬁcation are signiﬁcant sources of
nitrous oxide, a potent greenhouse gas8 .
Applications of artiﬁcial fertilisers should
match nutrient needs as far as possible.

Regulating soil
erosion

Biomass energy

Sense of history

Seek opportunities to
revert arable land to
permanent grassland to
protect archaeological
ground features.
Bring woodlands into
active management,
encouraging natural
regeneration where
possible.
Protect and extend areas
of wet woodland, wet
pasture and grazing marsh.

Continued on next page...

8

UK Plant Science: Current status and future challenges, UK Plant Science Foundation/Society of Biology (URL: https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sbwebsite/pdf/UK_Plant_ScienceCurrent_status_and_future_challenges.pdf; accessed February 2014)

43

National Character
Area proﬁle:

45. Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Service

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Description

State

Main
beneﬁciary

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Climate
regulation

... continued from previous page

cont.

Woodlands could be brought into
sound management so that growth rates
are optimised, and natural regeneration
encouraged where possible.

Opportunities

Seek opportunities to
establish new woodlands,
especially on the scarp
slopes.

Existing areas of wet woodland and
grazing marsh will need to be protected.
Extending and buffering these areas
will both protect their hydrology and
biodiversity, as well as increasing their
role in carbon capture. An increase
in the area of woodland would also
contribute to carbon capture.
Regulating
water
quality

Rivers
Aquifer
Semi-natural
habitats

The whole area falls within a nitrate
vulnerable zone (NVZ) for surface
water, and for groundwater too where
the underlying rock is limestone.
There are some dry valleys but
few surface streams or rivers on
the limestone plateau. However,
a principal aquifer underlies the
limestone, with high vulnerability
for groundwater and groundwater
protection zones along several
small rivers on the dipslope9 .

Regional

All farms within the NVZ are required
to comply with regulations around
the application of organic and
manufactured manures, including
rates of application and provision of
adequate storage of livestock manures.
These regulations are to ensure that
water quality is not affected by the
application of nutrients.
As this NCA forms the watershed
between major catchments, it is a
potential source of diffuse pollution,
rather than a recipient.

Establish strips of
permanent grassland, scrub
or woodland alongside all
watercourses, to reduce
the amount of sediments,
nutrients and other
chemicals entering them.
Manage the applications
of manure and artiﬁcial
fertilisers to maximise
uptake and reduce run-off,
and match inputs to needs
as far as possible.

Regulating water
quality
Food provision
Climate regulation
Regulating soil
erosion
Biodiversity

Continued on next page...

9

http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?x=357683.0&y=355134.0&scale=1&layerGroups=default&ep=map&textonly=off&lang=_e&topic=groundwater
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offered by
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Opportunities

Measures to address water quality include
matching nutrient inputs to the needs of
the crops; establishing strips of unfertilised
permanent grassland alongside watercourses
to help to trap sediments, nutrients and
chemicals before they can enter the water
system; careful planning of times to spread
organic and artiﬁcial fertilisers to ensure
optimum take-up by crops.

Introduce cultivation
practices that reduce the
extent of bare soil at any
time, such as direct drilling,
to reduce soil erosion.

... continued from previous page
Modiﬁed watercourses running
down the east slope to join
the Ancholme have ‘moderate’
ecological quality, while their
chemical status is ‘good’.
The surface water chemical
status of the River Ancholme
and the Old River Ancholme is
‘failing to achieve good status’
while their potential ecological
status is ‘poor’ as is that of the
River Eau in its upper section,
although downstream where
the river forks the ecological
status is good.
The groundwater chemical
status in the east of the NCA
is good, but in the west of the
NCA the groundwater chemical
status is poor10.

Summer droughts and more frequent and
more intense rainfall events may arise from
climate change. These are likely to have adverse
impacts on the quality of watercourses, for
instance by reducing the oxygen content of the
water, or by increasing the amount of sediment
entering streams and rivers.

Encourage mixed farming, to
increase the carbon content
of soils, but managing the
storage and application of
manure.

A move towards more mixed farming, resulting
in an increase in the area of grassland, could
have beneﬁcial effects, although compliance
with storing and spreading livestock manure
would be necessary. The introduction of
more grazing stock could be linked to the
conservation grazing needed to manage the
areas of heathland and acid grassland on the
Coversands, and calcareous grassland on the
limestone.

10

Water for Life and Livelihoods: River Basin Management Plan – Anglian River Basin District, Environment Agency (2009; URL: http://a0768b4a8a31e106d8b0-50dc802554eb38a24458b98ff72d55
0b.r19.cf3.rackcdn.com/gean0910bspn-e-e.pdf; accessed January 2014)
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Regulating
water ﬂow
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Rivers
Semi-natural
habitats

Key facts
and data

State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The two main catchments in
the NCA are the Grimsby and
Ancholme catchment and
the River Trent Catchment.
The Grimsby and Ancholme
Catchment Flood Management
Plan states that river ﬂooding
along the river Ancholme
tributaries in this area is
infrequent and the consequences
of ﬂooding are low.

Local

In the future the risk of ﬂooding
along the river Ancholme may
increase as storms are expected to
become more frequent and intense,
but ﬂood risk generally remains low.

Encourage measures to
improve the inﬁltration of
rainwater, which will assist
in reducing rapid run-off,
such as increasing the area
of grassland, woodland
and other semi-natural
habitats, especially within
the catchments of the minor
watercourses ﬂowing east in to
the Ancholme.

Continued on next page...

12

Opportunities

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services offered
by
opportunities

However rapid run-off during
severe storms can cause
ﬂooding issues in some villages,
for example, both Redbourne
and Waddingham are at some
risk of ﬂooding, the latter
experiencing river and surface
and groundwater ﬂooding in
200711 . In the longer term a
ﬂood risk study is to be carried
out to investigate alternative
ﬂood risk management actions
to improve the situation in
these villages12 .

11

Description

Current Environment Agency policy
is to reduce existing ﬂood risk
management actions, such as bank
and channel maintenance, where
they are out of proportion with the
level of ﬂood risk.
Reducing bank and channel
maintenance could also allow
for re-naturalising the course of
the river and its tributaries thus
improving the ﬂow between the
river and its ﬂood plain (most of
which is to the east of this NCA).
This could open up opportunities
to increase the extent of wetlands,
and improve the condition of
existing wetlands and aquatic
habitats which could offer a more
sustainable ﬂood management
system.

Regulating water ﬂow
Regulating water quality
Climate regulation
Sense of place/
inspiration
Biodiversity

Seek opportunities to allow
the tributaries of the river
Ancholme to follow more
natural courses and spill out
into ﬂood storage areas in the
ﬂood plain at times of ﬂood
ﬂows.
Establish buffer strips
alongside watercourses, of
scrub, woodland or grassland,
to slow the rate of run-off.

Grimsby and Ancholme Catchment Flood Management Plan, Environment Agency (2009; URL: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/114303.aspx)
Ibid.
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... continued from previous page
The Trent Catchment Flood
Management Plan identiﬁes
a high risk of ﬂooding,
exacerbated by rising sea levels,
along the Trent itself13, but this
lies to the west of this NCA.
Within the NCA, Gainsborough
is at risk of ﬂooding from the
River Trent. It already has hard
ﬂood defences (embankments)
in place along the River Trent
providing protection on both
banks of the river14 .

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Sea level rise may also result in
increased tide locking at South
Ferriby outfall, on the Humber
Estuary to the east of this NCA.
When the tide is high water is
prevented from ﬂowing out to the
sea thus increasing the periods
of high water levels in the River
Ancholme. In the short term, the
aim is to maintain existing ﬂood
protection here.
Sea level rises, along with more
intense rainfall events, are likely to
lead to more frequent overtopping
of tidal River Trent defenses,
potentially causing them to fail.
Accordingly an appropriate ﬂood
alleviation scheme is to be drawn
up for Gainsborough15 .
Measures that improve the
inﬁltration rates of rainfall and slow
down the ﬂow of surface water will
assist with reducing rapid run-off,
as well as ensuring that water feeds
in to the aquifer.

13

Trent Catchment Flood Management Plan, Environment Agency (URL: www.environment-agency.gov.uk/research/planning/33586.aspx ; accessed 9 January 2014)
Ibid.
15
The River Trent Catchment Flood Management Plan. Environment Agency (December 2010)
14
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There are nine main soilscapes in
this NCA:

Regional

The shallow lime-rich soils over limestone
and the freely draining lime-rich loamy
soils are typically of shallow to moderate
depth and droughty but due to their
calcareous nature have a degree of natural
resilience which can be enhanced by
management interventions that increase
organic matter content.

On the shallow soils of the
plateau, introduce fallow
and/or green manure into
rotations.

Regulating soil
quality

Work with land managers
to modify cultivation
practices to increase the
organic content of soils, for
instance retaining stubbles
over-winter, carrying out
direct drilling, ploughing
in green manures and
stubbles, measures
which will have long term
beneﬁts for productivity.

Water availability

Good quality
soils – 40 per cent
Grade 2, 43 per
cent Grade 3



Coversands










Shallow lime-rich soils over
limestone (24 per cent).
Freely draining lime-rich
loamy soils (23 per cent).
Slowly permeable seasonally wet
slightly acid but base-rich loamy
and clayey soils (16 per cent).
Freely draining slightly acid
sandy soils (10 per cent).
Freely draining slightly acid
but base-rich soils (9 per cent).
Freely draining very acid
sandy and loamy soils (6 per
cent).
Naturally wet very acid sandy
and loamy soils (5 per cent).
Loamy and clayey soils of
coastal ﬂats with naturally
high groundwater (3 per cent).
Loamy soils with naturally
high groundwater (2 per cent).

The freely draining slightly acid sandy soils
may also have potential for increasing
organic matter levels by management
interventions which will also help to
minimise erosion risk.
These soils are all valuable for aquifer
recharge requiring the maintenance of
good structural conditions to aid water
inﬁltration and requiring the matching of
nutrients to needs to prevent pollution of
the underlying aquifer.

Food provision

Climate regulation
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
erosion

Manage the timing of
cultivations on those soils
vulnerable to compaction
or capping, to avoid
damaging them when wet.

While the sandy soils have potential
for improvement through measures to
increase their organic matter levels, which
would also minimise erosion risk, this does
not apply to those infertile Coversands
supporting the semi-natural habitats of
heathland, dry acid grassland, scrub and
oak/birch woodland.
Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page

Regulating
soil quality
cont.

Regulating
soil erosion

Opportunities

The slowly permeable seasonally wet
slightly acid but base-rich loamy and
clayey soils may suffer compaction
and/or capping as they are easily
damaged when wet. In turn this
may lead to increasingly poor water
inﬁltration and diffuse pollution
as a result of surface water run-off.
However, management measures that
increase organic matter levels can help
reduce these problems.
Shallow lime-rich
soils
Acid sandy soils
Semi-natural
habitats,
hedgerows

The majority of the soils within
this NCA (covering some 77
per cent) are prone to soil
erosion. These include the
dominant shallow lime-rich soils
that are particularly prone to
erosion on sloping cultivated
ground or where soil is bare, for
example along tracks or as a
result of outdoor pig rearing.
Equally the free draining sandy
soils are highly prone to erosion
where the soil is bare, compacted
or where organic matter levels are
low after continuous arable
cultivation, especially on steep
slopes where there will be rapid
runoff during storm events.

Regional

Soil erosion is a particular issue here,
and is likely to be exacerbated by
climate change which will bring more
frequent and more intense rainfall
and storm events, and also potentially
longer periods of drought.
The sandy soils of the Coversands
are particularly vulnerable to wind
erosion, although some bare sand
and open swards are desirable
within the heathlands to enhance
biodiversity interest.
Erosion can be reduced by
introducing a range of measures
into cultivation practices to avoid
exposure of bare soils, and to
increase organic content.

Work with land managers and
use agricultural stewardship
schemes to modify cultivation
practices through, for example,
avoiding cultivation on slopes;
introducing grass strips across
slopes to capture sediment;
increasing the area of
permanent grassland and grass
leys, especially on sloping
ground; introducing fallow into
crop rotations; keeping the
period when soils are bare to
a minimum; retaining stubble
over-winter; and increasing
the organic content of soils by
using green manure crops in
rotations.

Regulating soil
erosion
Climate regulation
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
quality
Regulating water
ﬂow

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
There is also widespread
potential for wind erosion where
sandy soils are cultivated or left
bare, especially in spring.
The freely draining slightly
acid but base-rich soils may
be susceptible to capping and
slaking, increasing the risk of
soil erosion and requiring the
careful timing of cultivations
and maintenance of vegetation
cover. The naturally wet very
acid sandy and loamy soils are
also easily eroded if heavily
trafﬁcked or after heavy rain and
when dry can be subject to wind
erosion.
The slowly permeable seasonally
wet slightly acid but base-rich
loamy and clayey soils and the
loamy and clayey soils with
naturally high groundwater
(together covering 19 per cent of
the NCA) are generally at low risk
of soil erosion.

Where soils are prone to wind
erosion, then the restoration
of hedgerows and planting of
shelterbelts could reduce the
impact of the wind. However, tree
planting should not take place on
dune systems, heathland or on
land that could be restored to dry
grassland or heathland.

Opportunities
Establish strips of permanent
uncultivated grassland, scrub or
woodland alongside watercourses to
capture sediment run-off.
Manage the timing of cultivation to
avoid the compaction of soils.
Introduce strips such as beetle banks
within large exposed ﬁelds on the
plateau to bind the soil and reduce
wind erosion.
Ensure that soils are left bare for the
minimum period possible during
cultivation, to reduce wind and water
erosion.
Manage existing hedgerows to allow
them to ﬁll out, and plant into gaps to
create continuous hedges.
Restore and introduce hedgerows in
areas most prone to wind erosion, for
instance on the limestone plateau on
top of the Edge.
Introduce tree planting in key
locations on the plateau to reduce
wind speeds, but avoiding planting
on sandy soils where the restoration
or creation of lowland heathland
would be more appropriate.
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Opportunities

There are 297 ha of dry acid
grassland, 131 ha of calcareous
grassland and 52 ha of lowland
heathland. These semi-natural
habitats will provide some nectar
sources for pollinating insects, as
do the hedgerows and woodlands.
However, they are limited in extent
and distribution.

Local

Pollinators play a vital role in food
provision, pollinating crops such
as oilseed rape, ﬁeld beans and
potatoes, but research shows
that their numbers have declined
sharply. Providing suitable nectar
sources at a landscape scale and
the habitat structures required
for other stages of their life cycles
should help to address this, thus
supporting pollination which is
vital to many crops.

Encourage ﬂoral and
structural diversity
within arable systems,
by establishing networks
of margins alongside
watercourses, tracks,
hedgerows and woodlands,
using wild bird seed or nectar
ﬂower mixes and managing to
create species-rich grasslands.

Many of the roads have wide
verges with some ﬂowering plants.

The management of hedgerows
to ensure ﬂowering, along with
species-rich margins alongside,
will also support pollinating
insects, in turn beneﬁtting
productivity.

Pollination
Food provision
Climate regulation
Biodiversity
Sense of place/
inspiration

Identify and protect through
appropriate management
those stretches of road verge
with structural diversity and
nectar ﬂower species.
Encourage management of
road verges throughout to
improve their species richness
and structural diversity.
Encourage the management
of hedgerows to allow them
to ﬁll out and ﬂower, and to
develop a diversity of both
shrubby and herbaceous
species.
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There are limited areas
of semi-natural habitats,
including broadleaved
woodland, heathland and
grassland. Fields are divided
by hedges in most places,
but these hedges are often
tightly clipped and gappy.

Local

It is anticipated that different pathogens
and pests will be able to thrive under
new climatic conditions16. Semi-natural
habitats within productive agricultural
landscapes can support species which
prey on pest species, thus regulating the
potential damage to crops. Hedgerows
can similarly support a range of
predator species.

Strengthen network of
hedgerows so that they provide
habitat for predator species
throughout the farmed area.

Pest regulation
Food provision

Manage and expand seminatural habitats so that they can
support predator species.
Introduce strips such as beetle
banks within large exposed
ﬁelds on the plateau to aid
soil erosion reduction as well
as provide habitat for pest
regulators.

Regulating
coastal
erosion
and
ﬂooding

The hard limestone
outcrops at the Humber
Estuary at Whitton

A combination of high river
ﬂows with high tides can result
in an increase in water levels in
the estuary.
A major realignment scheme
has been undertaken to
provide extra ﬂood storage on
the estuary at Alkborough, and
a further scheme is planned
for Flixborough Grange, both
sites just below the Edge on
the River Trent, to the north
west of this NCA.

Local

While coastal erosion and ﬂooding are
major issues along the Humber Estuary,
they are unlikely to be major issues within
this NCA, as it includes only the stretch
where the relatively hard limestone edge
drops down below the Humber.
Along the coastline on the north
boundary most of the existing
defences along the estuary are
unlikely to need major repairs for 20
to 40 years 17.

Improve inﬁltration of rainfall
through increasing areas
of permanent grassland,
woodland, and other seminatural habitats, thus reducing
rapid run-off which contributes
to high water levels in the
Humber Estuary.

Regulating
coastal erosion
and ﬂooding

Continued on next page...

16

UK Plant Science: Current status and future challenges, UK Plant Science Foundation/Society of Biology (URL: https://s3-eu-west-1.amazonaws.com/sbwebsite/pdf/UK_Plant_ScienceCurrent_status_and_future_challenges.pdf; accessed February 2014) 17 The Humber Flood Risk Management Strategy Summary Document. Environment Agency (March 2007).
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... continued from previous page
However, there is uncertainty
about the rate at which sea
levels will rise and the defences
deteriorate, so there is a risk of
ﬂooding of the low-lying land at
Whitton Ness, just to the northeast of this NCA, in the future.
This would impact on farmland
between Whitton, West Halton
and Winteringham.
This is best addressed through
the management of the Humber
Estuary; there is only limited
potential to undertake measures
to address this within this NCA, for
instance by improving inﬁltration
rates so that the impact of run-off
is reduced.
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Sense of place is provided by the
large-scale limestone plateau
landscape with its west facing scarp
known as the ‘Cliff’ and its gentle
eastward sloping dip slope. The
windblown sands of the Coversands
give rise to localised areas of open
heath, unusual inland sand dunes,
oak/birch woodland and some
conifer plantations.

Regional

This is predominantly an arable
landscape, but with many
distinctive features, not least the
sandy habitats on the Coversands,
and the airﬁelds along the top of
the limestone cliff. These bring
contrasts in the sense of openness
and enclosure.

Maintain, manage and expand
the mosaics of lichen and
lowland heathland and oak/
birch woodland on the sandy
soils of the Coversands.

The exposed landscape of the
plateau is occasionally broken
by shelter belts of beech and
sycamore often sheltering the
dispersed large farmsteads.
The industrial town of Scunthorpe
dominates the northern part of the
NCA, with its ironstone extraction
and steel works, while Lincoln, with
its prominent cathedral forming a
dramatic landmark on top of the
Cliff, dominates the south.
On the higher ground there are
only a few settlements, linked
by long, straight roads with wide
verges. Along the foot of the scarp
slope are villages of local honey
coloured limestone and red or
brown tiled roofs.

The plateau is predominantly a
large scale arable landscape, which
contrasts with the more mixed
farming, parklands and hedges of
the lower-lying land at the foot of
the scarp.
Past exploitation of ironstone,
sand and limestone now make
signiﬁcant contributions to
local landscapes, with a range
of habitats from open water,
grassland, heathland and
woodland providing opportunities
for recreation and access as well as
enhancing biodiversity.

Strengthen network of
hedgerows.

Sense of place /
inspiration
Food provision
Regulating soil
erosion
Pollination

Ensure that schemes for the
restoration of ironstone, sand
and limestone quarries include
the creation of habitats such
as heathland, calcareous
grassland and oak/birch
woodland thus strengthening
these elements within the
landscape and enhancing
biodiversity interest.

Sense of history
Recreation
Biodiversity
Geodiversity

Manage road verges to provide
greater ﬂoristic interest.
Manage small woodlands
and seek to increase their
broadleaf content.
Ensure that opportunities to
enjoy the long views out to the
west from the scarp slope and
to Lincoln Cathedral are made
available, and not obstructed.

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
While some airﬁelds along the
Cliff top have been given over
to other uses, the RAF base at
Scampton is home to the Red
Arrows, as well as the legendary
‘Dambusters’.
Senses of inspiration and
escapism are likely to be
associated with the long views
afforded from the Cliff along
the western edge, as well as the
long distance views to Lincoln
Cathedral.
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There is a clear line of visible
archaeological evidence
present along the Edge,
including prehistoric burial
mounds, linear boundary
features and trackways.
Ermine Street, a long straight
Roman road, links the crossing
point of the Humber with the
fort and later colonia at
Lincoln. Medieval inﬂuence is
reﬂected in the city walls,
town houses and churches
below the prominent
Norman cathedral of Lincoln,
and the dispersed settlement
pattern and occasional
deserted villages.

National

The ground features of prehistoric
and medieval times are at risk of
being lost through cultivation.
Key sites should be identiﬁed and
protected by the establishment of
permanent grassland.

Seek opportunities to protect
ground features by ceasing
cultivation and establishing
permanent grassland, and providing
interpretation where possible.

Later historical inﬂuences
include the development of
Scunthorpe as a 19th-century
centre of iron and steel
production, and a number of
country houses with
estates in particular along the
west side of the area. In the
20th century a number of
airﬁelds were established on
the plateau.

The distinctive long straight roads
dating from Roman times form the
basis of the current road networks.
Even the features of the 20th
century, which might be perceived
by some as intrusive, have their own
historic interest and signiﬁcance.
Thus the massive structures of
the steelworks at Scunthorpe are
widely visible and have now become
iconic, while the airﬁelds along
the top of the Cliff are a signiﬁcant
part of Britain’s military history,
playing a key role as bomber bases.
RAF Scampton is the home of 617
Dambuster Squadron and the
Red Arrows. Their histories and
features warrant protection and
interpretation where possible.

Sense of history
Regulating soil
quality
Climate regulation

Maintaining the open character of
the limestone plateau including
appropriate redevelopment
of disused airﬁelds, re-using
their technical and domestic
infrastructure and protecting
features of historic interest.

Sense of place/
inspiration
Recreation
Geodiversity

Where appropriate, provide access
to sites of historic interest along
with interpretation to improve
enjoyment and understanding of
local history.
Ensure that restoration of limestone,
ironstone and sand extraction
sites retains features of historic
interest where appropriate, along
with interpretation to improve
understanding of their contribution
to the history of the area.

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
At ﬁrst sight the area might not appear
to have many historic features,
but they do exist and much could
be done to make them accessible
where appropriate and provide
interpretation to improve enjoyment
and understanding of the many layers
of historic periods that go to make the
landscape of today.
Vernacular buildings reveal
evidence of past uses, structures
and materials, such as the local
limestone, and restoration/
conversion should respect this
historic evidence, using appropriate
materials and techniques.
There is scope for protecting and
restoring the historic features within
the estates and parklands, including
veteran trees.
The city of Lincoln, with its Roman
artefacts, the cathedral, the cluster
of medieval town houses on the
slopes below it, and other artefacts
from medieval times, is a key tourist
destination.

Enable visitors to appreciate the history of
the RAF and skills of the Red Arrow pilots,
through information and maintaining safe
locations to watch them.
Maintain the settlement pattern and the
historic character of villages, farmsteads
and estates, including through sensitive
development and the re-use of redundant
buildings.
Protect stone-built vernacular architecture,
using appropriate materials and
techniques when restoring or converting.
Protect and restore historic features within
parklands, including ancient and veteran
trees, and providing opportunities for
quiet recreation where appropriate.
Ensure access, recreation, tourism and
education continue in the historic city of
Lincoln, supporting local businesses and
ensuing a sense of history is a shared with
residents and tourists.
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A sense of tranquillity is most
likely to be associated with the
broadleaved woodlands of
the scarp slopes and the
heathlands, grasslands, sand
dunes and woodlands of the
Coversands. Long views over
adjacent low-lying land can also
contribute.

Local

Scunthorpe and the M180 have
the most signiﬁcant impact upon
tranquillity in the north, while
tranquillity is further affected by
the active airﬁelds, the A15 that
runs north–south and the urban
areas of Lincoln in the south.

Expand and connect seminatural habitats, in particular
heathland, broadleaved
woodland and acid and
calcareous grasslands, to
provide more extensive
opportunities to enjoy
tranquillity.

There has been a signiﬁcant
decline in tranquillity in the past
50 years, with a fall in the total
‘undisturbed’ area of the NCA
from 73 per cent in the 1960s to
44 per cent in 2007.

The noise and activity generated
by the airﬁelds can be a source
of excitement, with the practice
sessions of the Red Arrows in
particular attracting many viewers.

Tranquillity
Sense of place/
inspiration
Recreation
Biodiversity

Protect and manage locations
on the cliff edge that provide
extensive views out over the
Humberhead Levels and Trent
and Belvoir Vales to the west.
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Access to the countryside is possible
through the rights of way, at a density
of 0.5 km per km2, and including long
distance footpaths such as the Viking
Way, Roman roads and green lanes.

Local

Restored extraction sites such
as at Messingham, and the
Normanby Hall Country Park,
now provide opportunities
for access and recreation in
the north of the area. The
Ironstone Way is a circular
route around the fringes of
Scunthorpe.

Ensure that restoration of
disused extraction sites
incorporates open access
and opportunities for quiet
recreation where possible.

With 255 ha of open access land,
and accessible woodlands, the total
publically accessible land amounts to
just 2 per cent of the NCA. One airﬁeld
now provides for leisure uses, and in
the north, some of the restored sand
and ironstone extraction sites, such as
at Messingham, offer open water and
semi-natural habitats for both informal
quiet recreation and organised sports.

However, more could be
done to ensure that the urban
populations of Scunthorpe,
Gainsborough and Lincoln
have better access to the
surrounding countryside,
for instance by creating
more links to existing paths.
Around Scunthorpe in
particular, there are a number
of woodlands, heathlands,
restored extraction sites and
open access areas that could
be better connected, where
appropriate, to provide more
choice of routes.

Recreation
Sense of place/
inspiration
Sense of history

Create more links between
urban populations and the
surrounding countryside, ﬁnding
links between existing accessible
sites and semi-natural habitats,
especially woodlands, for use by
walkers, cyclists and horse riders.

Tranquillity
Biodiversity
Geodiversity

Extend the Ironstone Way and
develop more links and circular
routes to improve access for the
population of Scunthorpe.
There may be opportunities to
negotiate improved access to
parklands and estates where
appropriate.

59

National Character
Area proﬁle:

45. Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Service
Biodiversity

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Small part of
Humber Estuary
SAC, SPA and
Ramsar site
17 Sites of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest
(1 per cent of the
area)
123 local wildlife
sites
Local Nature
Reserves

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

There are nearly 2,000 ha of
priority habitats within the
NCA including broadleaved
woodland, lowland heathland,
lowland dry acid grassland and
lowland calcareous grassland.
Other small areas of priority
habitat include purple moor
grass and rush pastures,
reedbeds, wet woodland, and
ﬂood plain grazing marsh.

Regional

There are few designated sites
and they tend to be dispersed, for
example, Manton and Twigmoor
SSSI comprises several separate
units on the Coversands near
Greetwell. The mosaics of habitats,
especially the heathland and dry
acid grassland that have developed
on the Coversands are of particular
signiﬁcance, being close in type
to those of Breckland. The lichen
content is often rich, and grasslands
often contain a proportion of
heather species. Historic air pollution
may have affected the swards
especially at Risby Warren. Nationally
rare species include woodland and
grayling butterﬂy. These habitats
need to be managed to protect and
enhance their biodiversity interest,
through managing grazing levels
and controlling scrub and bracken
encroachment.

Encourage landowners and
managers to restore heathland
and dry acid grassland, by
for example re-introducing
grazing and management that
will control the spread of scrub
and bracken, to maintain and
enhance their condition.

The NCA contains a small part
of one SAC, one SPA and one
RAMSAR site (the Humber
Estuary) and 459 ha are nationally
designated as SSSI.

Improving the management of priority
habitats, and ﬁnding ways to extend
and connect them, will all assist in
making them more resilient to the
effects of climate change, and will to
an extent allow for species movement.

Seek opportunities to buffer,
extend and connect seminatural habitats, to improve their
condition and resilience and
enable species movement.
Ensure that existing oak/birch
woodlands are under sound
management that will improve
their condition and enhance their
biodiversity interest, including
supporting natural regeneration
of native broadleaved species.

Biodiversity
Climate regulation
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Sense of place/
inspiration
Tranquillity
Recreation

Where there are existing
plantations, priority should
be given to the creation/
restoration of heathland or
dry acid grassland where these
habitats can be restored, with
compensation planting sites
found elsewhere.

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
Priority should be given to extending and
connecting the existing areas of heathland
and dry acid grassland on the sandy soils.
Opportunities for grazing, recreation and game
shooting could all be incentives to encourage
landowners to restore heathland.
Oak/birch woodland is signiﬁcant here, and there
is still scope for removing conifer plantations
and restoring to heathland where possible. Some
ancient woodland sites have been planted up
and steps could be taken to restore them to a
more natural composition of native broadleaves
of a wide age range. There are some small areas
of mire, wet heathland and wet woodland which
need to be buffered to protect their hydrology.
Where the underlying limestone is close to the
surface, and in disused limestone quarries, small
areas of calcareous grassland have developed.
These tend to be small and dispersed.
The restoration of sites where minerals (limestone,
ironstone, and sand) have been extracted should
include the establishment of priority habitats
(heathland, grassland, woodland) along with
open water and other freshwater habitats where
groundwater levels are high.

Protect and manage areas of mire, wet
heathland and wet woodland, and
negotiate with landowners to bring
adjacent land into management to buffer
the hydrological conditions.
Identify areas of calcareous grassland, and
seek to expand, buffer and connect them,
thus making more resilient.
Ensure that restoration of extraction sites
includes the establishment of priority
habitats where possible, and manage
to improve the contribution they make
to biodiversity and to local landscape
character.
Establish networks of permanent,
unfertilised species-rich grassland
alongside watercourse, roads, tracks and
hedgerows throughout the farmed land,
to support farmland birds and connect
semi-natural habitats.
Restore and introduce hedges in the
farmed land, to strengthen the networks
of connecting habitats, while also
reducing erosion of soils by wind.

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
A stronger network of grasslands and hedgerows
within the farmland would beneﬁt birds such as
lapwing, skylark, corn bunting, linnet and barn
owl, as well as supporting brown hare. Increasing
the connectivity of habitats in this way would
also enable species movements.
The wide road verges also offer opportunities
to improve the biodiversity interest, thus
contributing to the network of linking habitats
through the farmed land.
Due to the porous nature of the limestone,
there are few watercourses on the plateau, but
springs and ﬂushes occur where the water meets
underlying impermeable layers. These can create
signiﬁcant wildlife habitats within the farmed land.
River straightening along the Ancholme and its
tributaries has reduced their value for wildlife,
and measures to allow them to follow more
natural courses could improve the biodiversity
interest by introducing more structural diversity
into the river habitats, while also reducing the
energy of ﬂood ﬂows and increasing the storage
capacity of ﬂood ﬂows.

Encourage mixed farming which will
introduce more managed grasslands thus
improving conditions for more farmland
birds and hares.
Manage the wide road verges so that they
develop structural and species diversity.
Identify, maintain and enhance existing
springs and ﬂushes on the edges of the
limestone.
Identifying opportunities to allow the
River Ancholme and its tributaries to
follow more natural courses, introducing
more structural diversity into the river
habitats, thus also reducing the energy of
ﬂood ﬂows and increasing ﬂood storage
capacity.
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Jurassic limestone
scarp
Underlying
ironstone
Windblown sand
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5 geological
Sites of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest
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Geological Sites
Fossil assemblages
of the Frodingham
Ironstone

Description

State
The underlying Middle Jurassic
Lincolnshire Limestone is clearly evident
through the scarp slope along the
west side of the NCA, with a gentle dip
slope falling eastwards to the Central
Lincolnshire Vale. In the north, the
resistant Frodingham Ironstone within
the early Jurassic Lias Group gives rise
to a second scarp. These resources
gave rise to the steel industry and
associated industrial development around
Scunthorpe, and the limestone provides
an important aquifer.
Post-glacial windblown sands, the
Coversands, have formed distinctive
sandy landscapes of heathland in the
north of the area, with inland dune
formations clearly visible at Risby Warren
and Messingham Heath Sites of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest.
Other geological SSSIs include Greetwell
Hollow Quarry, with exposures of
stratigraphic signiﬁcance; Manton Stone
Quarry, with clear exposures of the Lower
Lincolnshire Limestone Formation, and
Cliff Farm Pit, with coral fauna evident
within a layer of Kirton Shale.

Opportunities

Main
beneﬁciary
National

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

The resources of limestone,
ironstone and sand have been
exploited over time, and disused
quarries and extraction sites now
provide geological exposures and
geomorphological features that
contribute to scientiﬁc research
and understanding, as well as
offering opportunities for wider
education and awareness raising.

Ensure that new restoration
schemes include the
protection of features of
geological interest and
make them accessible
where possible, providing
interpretation to improve
understanding of geological
processes.

There are internationally
important and well preserved
examples of ammonites in some
quarries in the Frodingham
Ironstone, which have enabled
correlations to be made with
successions in Somerset, Dorset
and Normandy, thus facilitating
an understanding of depositional
history.
The distinctive dune formations
at Risby Warren need to be
protected and managed to
ensure that the dune systems can
be studied and understood.
Continued on next page...

Geodiversity
Sense of place/
inspiration
Sense of history
Biodiversity

Maintain exposures within
existing sites.
Manage the dune systems
at Risby Warren so that the
distinctive formations can
be seen and understood,
providing interpretation
to raise awareness of their
geomorphology.
Maintain and restore ﬁeld
boundaries made from
limestone rubble.
Use local building materials
and techniques when
restoring vernacular
buildings.
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... continued from previous page
Many of the vernacular buildings
– farmhouses, barns, village
houses, walls and churches – are
built with local limestone, thus
making evident the links between
underlying geology and historic
development. In the same way,
the steelworks in Scunthorpe
arose from the exploitation of
local resources of ironstone and
limestone.
By allowing the River Ancholme
and its tributaries to follow more
natural courses, geomorphological
processes can develop, while
also reducing ﬂood ﬂows and
enhancing biodiversity interest.

Find ways of allowing
the River Ancholme and
its tributaries to follow
more natural courses, thus
allowing geomorphological
processes to occur.
Provide access to sites
of interest, along with
information about
their geological and
geomorphological
features, and how they
have contributed to
the development of the
landscape we see today,
where possible.
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National Character Areas map

As part of Natural England’s responsibilities as set out in the Natural Environment
White Paper1, Biodiversity 20202 and the European Landscape Convention3, we are
revising profiles for England’s 159 National Character Areas (NCAs). These are areas
that share similar landscape characteristics, and which follow natural lines in the
landscape rather than administrative boundaries, making them a good decisionmaking framework for the natural environment.
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NCA profiles are guidance documents which can help communities to inform their
decision-making about the places that they live in and care for. The information
they contain will support the planning of conservation initiatives at a landscape
scale, inform the delivery of Nature Improvement Areas and encourage broader
partnership working through Local Nature Partnerships. The profiles will also help
to inform choices about how land is managed and can change.

We would like to hear how useful the NCA profiles are to you. You can contact the
NCA team by emailing ncaprofiles@naturalengland.org.uk
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Each profile includes a description of the natural and cultural features that shape
our landscapes, how the landscape has changed over time, the current key
drivers for ongoing change, and a broad analysis of each area’s characteristics
and ecosystem services. Statements of Environmental Opportunity (SEOs) are
suggested, which draw on this integrated information. The SEOs offer guidance
on the critical issues, which could help to achieve sustainable growth and a more
secure environmental future.
NCA profiles are working documents which draw on current evidence and
knowledge. We will aim to refresh and update them periodically as new
information becomes available to us.
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1

The Natural Choice: Securing the Value of Nature, Defra
(2011; URL: www.ofﬁcial-documents.gov.uk/document/cm80/8082/8082.pdf)
2
Biodiversity 2020: A Strategy for England’s Wildlife and Ecosystem Services, Defra
(2011; URL: www.defra.gov.uk/publications/ﬁles/pb13583-biodiversity-strategy-2020-111111.pdf)
3
European Landscape Convention, Council of Europe
(2000; URL: http://conventions.coe.int/Treaty/en/Treaties/Html/176.htm)
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Summary
The Central Lincolnshire Vale National Character Area’s (NCA’s) tranquil, rural
and sparsely settled landscape is largely used for agricultural production,
mainly for the growing of arable crops, principally cereals. This is in spite
of historically challenging soils and conditions. Its dominant ‘boulder clay’
derived soils underlain by mudstone bedrock lead to seasonably waterlogged
conditions which, under natural unmodified conditions, support wet
grasslands and woodlands; however, a history of agricultural improvement
along with modern machinery and agrochemicals have transformed the land
and vastly increased its productivity.
An imperceptible rise in landform across the centre of the NCA means that the
northern half drains north into the River Ancholme and out to the Humber,
while the southern end drains into the River Witham and The Wash. Most of
this natural drainage pattern has been straightened, deepened and confined
within steep embankments and the land drained – especially north towards the
Humber. In contrast, pockets of wind-blown sand deposits (the Coversands)
and river-derived sands and gravels (the Fen Edge Gravels) have led to localised
contrasting landscapes where soils are sandy, acidic and infertile and heathland
habitats are found along with some extensive coniferous plantations.

scattered population and general lack of development and major roads and
one of its key ecosystem services is the tranquillity of its landscape. The low,
open nature of the land means that skies are expansive and relatively free of
light pollution.
Other key ecosystem services include its biodiversity resource which, despite
being very limited overall, provides clusters of value, perhaps most notably
but not exclusively in the Bardney Limewoods National Nature Reserve which
provides the greatest concentration of original wildwood left in the country.
The recreational potential of the area is also important because of the Vale’s
close proximity to Lincoln and also the Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, of which a small part extends into the area. Provision of food is
a very important function of the NCA. A key challenge for the Vale is balancing
agricultural and forestry production with the enhancement of other ecosystem
services such as the regulation of water quality.
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The Vale formed part of the ancient Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Lindsey (meaning
‘island of Lincoln’) which was almost cut off from neighbouring land by the
Humber, The Wash and extensive wetlands between, with the only easy land
access being along Ermine Street on the narrow Lincolnshire Limestone ridge,
where Lincoln has been the key settlement of the wider area since Roman
times. Access to the city and the sea via the River Witham has had important
influence and led to a cluster of medieval settlements and monastic sites near
to its course. The Vale still retains a sense of remoteness enhanced by its thinly
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Statements of Environmental Opportunity
 SEO 1: Restore natural watercourse and flood plain functionality within the
Vale, ensuring no harm to archaeological assets, and seek habitat creation
and linkages and land management changes through the area, to improve
resilience and ecosystem capacity to regulate water quality, regulate water
flow and reduce soil erosion. This will also enhance riverine character,
recreational experience and ecological connectivity.
 SEO 2: Protect and enhance the rural character and tranquillity of the
Vale, much valued for their contribution to sense of place, inspiration
and recreation. Ensure that new development is informed by local
assessments, opportunity and mapping studies to help to minimise impact
and maximise environmental gain through good design and appropriate
screening, and promote green infrastructure links to ensure that the
surrounding settlements have access to the many recreation assets which
contribute to the health and wellbeing of both residents and visitors.

 SEO 4: Improve the environmental sustainability of agriculture within the Vale
and enhance the capacity of natural ecosystems to support the long-term
provision of food, improve soil quality, enhance water quality (especially
in the Ancholme basin), provide habitat for pollinators, enhance farmland
habitats and benefit climate regulation.
 SEO 5: Protect and enhance the historic character of the Vale including
the monastery sites, shrunken medieval villages, parklands and
villages. Increase awareness of the richness of this resource, protect
it from neglect and physical damage, and ensure that future
development complements and enhances the sense of history.

 SEO 3: Manage the valuable ancient lime woodlands, enhance and increase
the woodland and hedgerow network, and seek to restore and re-create
heathland and acid grassland, where appropriate, to strengthen ecological
diversity and connectivity, enhance landscape character, improve soil
and water quality, reduce soil erosion, increase carbon storage, and bring
opportunities for timber and biomass provision.

4

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Description
Physical and functional links to other National
Character Areas
Links to surrounding landscapes are strong in the Central Lincolnshire
Vale National Character Area (NCA). Lying between the higher ground of
the Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands NCA to the west and the
Lincolnshire Wolds NCA to the east, it also adjoins the flat landscape of The
Fens NCA in the south while its short northern edge merges with the Humber
Estuary NCA.
The low hills of the Wolds form a visual backdrop along the eastern margin,
provide extensive views over the Vale and are the source of most of the
streams that flow across it. At their lower northern end, these hills cross into
the Vale providing geological and geomorphological links common with the
rest of the range. The Vale is also linked to the landscape of the Lincolnshire
Edge with part of the dip slope of this limestone geology forming the bedrock
(and an important aquifer) along the western margin of the Vale, before
becoming confined below the younger Jurassic mudstones of the NCA. In
the south, the Vale shares the common boundary of the River Witham with
the adjoining Fens NCA and this river also links the Vale with The Wash, into
which it flows. The Witham also provides links to its source in the Kesteven
Uplands NCA and to the Trent and Belvoir Vales NCA, through which it flows,
while both the Witham and the Ancholme are linked to the River Trent’s
catchment via the Fossdyke, whereby water from the Trent is pumped to
supplement their flows. The Fossdyke also provides a waterway link from the
Witham to the wider navigable waterway network and the Witham corridor
provides a recreational link from the city of Lincoln into the Vale.

Links to the Humber Estuary are also strong: the River Ancholme flows into
this internationally important habitat and many waders of the mudflats come
inland to roost and feed on the fields in the Ancholme Valley at high tide.
Prior to drainage and conversion to farmland, much of this part of the NCA
comprised intertidal creeks and a functional part of the estuary. There are
views out of the Vale over the estuary from the northern Wolds escarpment.
A few main roads which link Yorkshire and the North Midlands with the
Lincolnshire coastal resorts and Humber ports cross the Vale, while a train
line linking Grimsby to Lincoln runs through the northern half of the NCA. The
Viking Way long-distance footpath crosses the Vale providing a walking link
all the way to Rutland Water, while a small part of the Lincolnshire Wolds Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) extends into the NCA around Claxby.

Distinct areas
 The Coversands and the Fen Edge Gravels.
 The Wolds.

5

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Key characteristics
¯ A predominantly broad, low-lying, very gently undulating arable vale
with a bedrock, chiefly of Jurassic mudstones and almost entirely
covered by a variety of superficial deposits, largely of glacial till
(boulder clay), and with the Wolds scarp providing an often prominent
boundary to the east.
¯ Seasonally waterlogged loamy clay soils, grading to deeper calcareous
loams towards the Wolds and contrasting with deep acidic sandy soils
on the Fen Edge Gravels and the wind-blown Coversands.
¯ A landscape crossed by many streams flowing from the Wolds towards
the heavily modified courses of the main rivers: the straight course of
the canalised River Ancholme which flows north into the Humber and
the similarly modified River Witham which flows south to The Wash.
¯ Woodland cover is variable with little on the central and northern clay
soils, much more on the Coversands and Fen Edge Gravels including
extensive conifer plantations, while there is a concentration of ancient
lime woodland between Wragby and Bardney.
¯ Land used mostly as arable farmland with pasture on the heavier clays
and around villages.
Continued on next page...
The rare red-brick medieval Tattershall Castle and moat, now a popular visitor destination.
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Key characteristics continued
¯ In general, a regular pattern of medium to large-sized arable fields with
hawthorn-dominant hedgerows enclosing most fields and with few
hedgerow trees. Significant variation found on the Coversands and Fen
Edge Gravels where field boundary trees are a feature, and on the flat
land of the Ancholme Valley where rectilinear fields tend to be divided
by ditches and dykes.
¯ Very limited semi-natural habitat, most being lost through drainage and
commercial agriculture and forestry; however, significant remnants of
lowland heath and acid grassland survive on the Coversands and Fen
Edge Gravels, and Bardney Limewoods represents England’s biggest
concentration of ancient small-leaved lime-dominated woodland.
¯ A landscape rich in medieval sites with remnant ridge and furrow,
deserted medieval villages and a cluster of monastic sites close to the
River Witham, while Lincoln Cathedral, just outside the Vale, in the west
provides a landmark across much of the area.

¯ Traditional building materials predominantly of brick and pantile
reflecting the availability and suitability of local clay with stone
from surrounding areas used in churches and high-status buildings.
Large modern barns and outbuildings contrast with the established
character.
¯ A deeply rural, tranquil landscape with sparsely distributed small
nucleated settlements and isolated farmsteads linked by an extensive
but sparse network of minor roads and tracks with few major roads.
¯ A variety of recreational assets including routes within the Lincolnshire
Limewoods, several Forestry Commission managed plantations and
woodland sites, the Viking Way long-distance footpath, Woodhall Spa,
Tattershall Castle and waterborne recreation provided by the rivers
Witham and Ancholme and some flooded gravel pits.
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The Central Lincolnshire Vale is a long, linear NCA which runs south from
the Humber Estuary to the Fens and comprises the broad, low-lying vale
between the Lincolnshire Wolds and the Lincolnshire Edge. It is a very gently
undulating landscape, becoming flat and near to sea level in the Ancholme Valley
in the north and on the edge of the Fens in the south. The scarp slope of the
Wolds in the east provides a strong visual boundary for the northern half of the
Vale and north around Elsham these hills cross into the Vales rising around 90 m
above the flats of the River Ancholme’s flood plain. The pasture and contourhugging woodland of the scarp contrast with the open, rectilinear, arable
farmland below, while east of the crest lies the large-scale, open, arable
landscape of the Wolds dip slope. The western NCA boundary is less well
defined, by the indistinct dip slope of the Lincolnshire Edge in the north and by
the River Witham and the flat Fens in the south.
Jurassic mudstones dominate the solid geology, while Lower Cretaceous
chalk rocks of the Wolds feature in the far north. Most of the area is
blanketed by a variety of superficial deposits. Glacial till – known as
diamicton or boulder clay – covers most of the Vale while wind-blown sand
deposits (the Coversands) are found against the Wolds scarp around Market
Rasen and Elsham. Fluvio-glacial sands and gravels (the Fen Edge Gravels) are
found around Tattershall, while flood plain alluvium and lacustrine (lake)
deposits and some small areas of peat are found in the Ancholme Valley.
Soils vary accordingly – till deposits have given rise to the loamy and clayey
soils of moderate fertility with impeded drainage, often waterlogged
in winter. This is the main soil type. Similar soils have developed in the
Ancholme flood plain, with peaty soils in places. In contrast, the Coversands
and Fen Edge Gravels have given rise to very acidic, infertile, sandy soils,
while freely draining, lime-rich, loamy soils have developed over the Wolds
chalk in the far north.

Goslings Corner Wood SSSI with ancient woodland and open species-rich glades.
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The drainage pattern generally comprises streams flowing from their source in
the Wolds south-west across the area into the two main rivers of the NCA –
the Ancholme and the Witham, both orientated roughly north–south. An
inconspicuous central watershed divides this drainage which in the north flows
into the Humber and in the south flows to The Wash. Much of the drainage has
been heavily modified, more so the closer to the Fens in the south and the
Humber Estuary in the north. The River Ancholme itself hosts a series of
impressive historic bridges which act as notable features in the landscape today.
A new channel cut in the 17th and 18th centuries forms a strongly embanked
straight course from Bishopbridge to the Humber. The old river is still present
mostly as a series of meandering ditches either side of the manmade channel.
The old River Bain remains despite the section between Horncastle and the River
Witham being canalised in the 18th century to form what is now the nonnavigable Horncastle Canal. Within the Fen Edge Gravels, where sand and
gravel extraction takes place, there is a concentration of flooded former
workings. Despite the severe modification, the watercourses do provide an
interconnected network of habitats and recreational value throughout the Vale.
The drainage ditches provide good habitat for migratory warblers while both the
rivers Bain and Ancholme are known to be used by otters. The upper River Rase
has a relatively natural habitat supporting a rich chalk stream invertebrate fauna.
There is generally very little woodland cover on the clay soils of the northern
half of the NCA. Further south, however, there are important woodlands
including the concentration of medium-sized woods which represent
Britain’s greatest concentration of small-leaved lime-dominant woodland.
The majority of the Lincolnshire Limewoods, but not exclusively, are
designated as Bardney Limewoods National Nature Reserve. These ancient
woodlands may be the earliest surviving landscape elements in Lincolnshire
and have important populations of butterflies and moths, including the white
admiral, brown hairstreak, grizzled skipper, bee hawk-moth and many other
nationally scarce species. They also support four species of bat, breeding
woodcock and nightingale, while dormice were re-introduced in 2002.

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Greater tree cover is also found on the sandy soils, much of which comprises
some large coniferous plantations on the Coversands, while some ancient oak
woodland and ancient alder-dominated wet woodland remains on the Fen
Edge Gravels. While field, field edge, roadside and hedgerow trees are not
typical, within parts of the Lincolnshire Limewoods, Fen Edge Gravels and
Coversands areas they are, such as around Holton le Moor where mature
oaks line the edges of fields.
Arable agriculture is the main land use, interspersed with pasture on
heavier clays, on the Wolds scarp slopes and around villages. Within the
Coversands and Fen Edge Gravels, land use is more varied with forestry
and recreational uses featuring prominently as well as gravel extraction
around the lower reaches of the River Bain.
Semi-natural habitats are generally very limited, isolated and fragmented,
mostly due to agricultural improvement, while much of the lowland
heathland habitats on the sandy acidic soils were lost to mid-20th-century
conifer plantations. Around 750 ha of heathland habitats remain providing
refuge for a thriving diversity of invertebrates including the grayling butterfly,
while breeding birds include nightjars, woodlarks and tree pipits. Adders,
slow worms and five species of bat are also present.
Farmland habitats include those associated with old farm buildings, some
unimproved grassland, field margins, hedgerows, copses, ponds and the fields
themselves. The Vale farmland supports a good brown hare population and several
important farmland bird species reliant on arable farmland including lapwing, grey
partridge, corn bunting and yellow wagtail. It is also within the top ten NCAs in
England for skylark, tree sparrow and yellowhammer. Agri-environment schemes
have enabled some arable reversion to grassland on the scarp slope of the Wolds
such as at Horkstow, while nearby, within the Ancholme flood plain, some wet
grassland areas have been created which are important for birds using the nearby
internationally important habitat of the Humber Estuary and that need inland areas
in which to feed and roost during high tide.
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Field sizes vary but are generally medium to very large rectangular fields,
becoming more rectilinear closer to the Humber in the Ancholme Valley
relating to the flatter ground here and the patterns of drainage dykes which
often form field boundaries. In many places, field amalgamation has formed
areas that appear very expansive, particularly where divided by ditches,
thereby lacking visual vertical boundaries. Smaller fields of pasture are
commonly found around settlements, often reflecting the pattern of
ancient enclosure. Hedgerows are predominantly of hawthorn and vary
considerably in quality from low, gappy and degraded to full, dense
hedgerows and new hedgerow planting, while wooded hedgerows are
common within the Limewoods, the Coversands and Fen Edge Gravels.
Widespread earthwork (with some upstanding) medieval remains of deserted
and shrunken villages and monasteries, notably the Witham Abbeys, feature
particularly in the south of the area. Other historic assets include the
fine 15th-century brick keep tower of Tattershall Castle, the old cores
of the small towns and villages and their churches, and the many historic
farmsteads. There are few estates or parklands though notable exceptions
are the registered parklands at Scrivelsby Park and Revesby Abbey, both
derived from medieval deer parks. Lincoln Cathedral, within the adjacent
NCA, is seen as a fine historic landmark in clear weather across much of the
wider area.
The main settlements are Brigg, Horncastle, Market Rasen and Woodhall
Spa. There is a slightly higher density of settlement in the Tattershall area
with an RAF base at Coningsby and scattered smallholdings. Other than
this, settlement is light and dispersed, consisting of tiny hamlets and
farmsteads and the occasional larger village. Linking these is an extensive but
sparse network of minor roads and tracks with few main roads. Overall the
Vale has a quiet rural character without much traffic and high levels of
tranquillity. Some busy trunk roads cross the area, such as the A158 as well as
the M180, but away from these there is little disturbance.

Kirby Moor SSSI with a mosaic of heathland and surrounding woodland.

Characteristic traditional building materials are red brick and clay pantile; yellow
brick also features but to a lesser extent. Many buildings are also rendered and
painted. The dominance of brick and clay tile reflects the availability and
suitability of local clay which began use in the medieval period, as seen in the
15th-century Tattershall Castle. Churches and other high-status buildings
typically feature imported stone from adjoining areas: limestone from the
Lincolnshire Edge and Claxby Ironstone, Tealby Limestone and Spilsby
Sandstone from the Lincolnshire Wolds. Frequent large agricultural buildings
constructed of modern materials contrast with intrinsic character.
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The Victorian resort of Woodhall Spa remains a resort to this day with hotels,
caravan and camping sites and two high-class golf courses. Nearby Tattershall
Castle is managed by the National Trust while a leisure park occupies a cluster
of flooded former gravel pits. A small part (751 ha) of the Lincolnshire Wolds
AONB extends into the NCA around Claxby. A National Cycle Network route
passes through the centre of the NCA on minor roads while another runs
from Lincoln to Boston beside the River Witham on minor roads and a
dismantled railway known as the Water Rail Way. The Viking Way long-distance
footpath starts on the River Humber, crosses into the NCA at South Ferriby,
runs alongside the NCA on top of the Wolds escarpment and crosses the
Vale between Horncastle and Lincoln. This 237-kilometre route from Rutland
Water to the Humber is named to reflect the influence of Danelaw in the
eastern counties of Britain4. Other recreational assets include several
promoted cycling and walking routes, several accessible Forestry Commission
managed plantation sites (for example Chambers Farm Wood), Market Rasen
Racecourse, Elsham Hall Gardens and connections to the waterway network
via the River Witham and the River Ancholme, while the trail beside the River
Ancholme provides a good north–south link through the Vale.
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The landscape through time
The vast majority of the bedrock of the Central Lincolnshire Vale was laid down
during the Jurassic Period. As sea deepened during the Jurassic, the shallow
water marine limestones of the Lincolnshire Edge gave way to deeper water
muds and silts which today underlie most of the NCA. They range in age from
165 to 151 million years old and include Kellaways, Oxford Clay, West Walton,
Ampthill Clay and Kimmeridge Clay formations. The area is rich in fossils – the
ammonite Rasenia from the Kimmeridge Clay is named after Market Rasen. The
mudstones, being relatively soft, were easily eroded, leading to today’s lowlying landform. Harder rocks of the following Cretaceous Period feature in the
north where chalk 99–65 million years old crosses into the area forming the
higher ground of the Wolds along the eastern margin of the NCA.
Glacial, periglacial and interglacial fluvial action was significant in shaping
the land with bedrock scoured out creating the Wolds escarpment and the
deposition of huge amounts of material covering nearly all of the NCA’s
bedrock. Glacial till (boulder clay) from the moraines of advancing and
retreating glaciers smothers much of the area south of Market Rasen while
lacustrine (lake), river and marine alluvium deposits dominate the Ancholme
Valley. A large area around Tattershall became covered in sand and gravel
deposited from the large, braided, meltwater-fed ancestral River Trent whose
course is speculated to have flowed out through the ‘Ancaster Gap’ in the
Lincolnshire Edge flowing eastwards into The Wash – this early river is known
as the River Ancaster. Its course was probably blocked by ice forcing it to flow
northward draining into the Humber as today. When tundra conditions
prevailed at the end of the last glaciation there was little vegetation to prevent
sand being blown by strong winds and deposited against the foot of the Wolds
around Market Rasen and Elsham.

4

Accessed October 2013; URL: http://microsites.lincolnshire.gov.uk/Countryside/visitingthe-countryside/walking/viking-way

11

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Flint contained within the chalk and glacially derived sediments was of huge
importance to early man and there is a wealth of prehistoric archaeology
contained within the fens and former fens of the Ancholme and Witham valleys.
The Ancholme was a complex of intertidal creeks exploited by man from an
early date, witnessed by discovery of the Appleby longboat dating from c.11,000
BC, while prehistoric track ways and burial monuments, submerged beneath fen
peat and alluvium, are a particular feature of the Witham.
Following the last ice age, woodlands became established and the area
became largely covered in dense forests of oak and alder. Small-leaved
lime eventually became the dominant species in the mixed deciduous
woods which once probably covered much of the better soils in lowland
Britain and Europe. The ancient limewoods of the Vale may have been
continuously wooded since the species first arrived some 5,000 to 8,000
years ago. During the Bronze Age, significant settlement took place and
extensive areas of woodland were cleared for farming.
Clearance continued during the Roman period. Horncastle became established
while Lincoln became a key Roman settlement at the junction of Ermine Street
and the Fosse Way. Remains of a luxurious Romano-British villa in the village
of Horkstow indicate a flourishing late Romano-British society in the area.
Following Roman departure in the 5th century, incoming groups of Angles
settled heavily in the area establishing the Anglian kingdom of Lindsey between
the Witham and the Humber, later absorbed into Mercia in the 8th century. A
large Danish raiding army landed in East Anglia in 865 and in the subsequent
years large swathes of Anglo-Saxon England became conquered and controlled
under Danelaw and settled by Scandinavian settlers who followed. Their legacy
is preserved in the many place names that end in ‘by’ across the Vale.
Several monasteries were founded from the 7th century onwards in the south
of the NCA including at Tupholme, Bardney and Barlings. Their location by the
River Witham was good for trade as the river was the key transport route between
Lincoln and the sea. The woodland and much of the farmland in this area would
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have formed part of the estates of these abbeys, and their survival may be due to
their use by the monasteries. Under medieval arable cultivation, local soils were
not very productive and it is likely the woodlands would have been extensively
used for fuel-gathering, as hunting grounds and for livestock grazing, with
consistent management as coppice and high forest since the 11th century5.
The mixed arable and grazing landscapes of the earlier medieval period gave
way to extensive enclosed pasture from the 14th century onwards and
significant numbers of settlements such as Spridlington, Cold Hanworth and
Goltho succumbed to desertion in the face of conversion to sheep pasture,
among other reasons such as the Black Death.
Significant landscape change came with enclosure of farmland. The dominance
of large landholdings, especially in the Lincolnshire Limewoods, resulted in the
early spread of regular medium-scale general enclosure now characterised by
mature and well-wooded hedgerows. Elsewhere, across the clay vale and the
lowland heaths, enclosure by Parliamentary Act between 1760 and 1830 was
often required to deal with the more complex medieval legacy of multiple
holdings, resulting in equally regular fieldscapes, but more often bounded by
simple thorn hedges. The reclamation of the Ancholme Valley fens, largely
completed in the early 18th century, produced a still larger and more regular
pattern of fields, invariably bounded by ditches.
A leading figure in the agricultural revolution of the late 18th century as well as
the drainage of the fens6 was the botanist Sir Joseph Banks (1743–1820) who
travelled the south Pacific with Captain Cook and whose home was the
Revesby estate to the south of Horncastle. Meanwhile, at Horkstow north of
Brigg, George Stubbs, the painter best known for his depiction of horses, began
in 1756 his great work in dissecting and drawing The Anatomy of the Horse7.
5

The Historic Character of the County of Lincolnshire, English Heritage (2011)
Lincolnshire: A Shell Guide, Henry Thorold and Jack Yates, Faber & Faber (1965)
7
The British Sporting Arts Trust , http://www.bsat.co.uk/artists.php?aid=12
6
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The continued rationalisation of the Vale’s farmland culminated in the
dominance of the estate farms of the late 18th and early 19th centuries, often
with new, impressive brick-built farmsteads with cattle courts set within the
extensive ranges of regular large-scale enclosures separated by straight
fieldways and tracks.
Following the discovery of medicinal waters in the Victorian period, Woodhall
Spa developed into a small inland resort set in the pine and birch woods.
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In the 1930s the Forestry Commission began tree planting in the area as part of
the government drive to boost UK home-grown timber supplies. Over the years
many conifer plantations became established on former heathland sites as well
as on the sites of many clear-felled ancient woodlands.
With the onset of the Second World War, several airfields were built,
particularly in the southern half of the NCA, providing bases for Lancaster
bombers, including Squadron 617, the ‘Dambusters’. The airfield at Coningsby
remains an RAF base to this day.
Agricultural productivity levels increased hugely after the War when large areas
of pasture within the NCA were ploughed up to make way for greater arable
crop production and many hedgerows were removed to increase field sizes
with significant impacts on semi-natural habitats and biodiversity.
The Lincolnshire Limewoods became the focus of pioneering work in the 1970s
by the woodland ecologist George Peterken who helped to transform
understanding of ancient woodlands and English woodland history.
Recent years have seen some increase in woodland cover in the NCA while
farmland has seen a change from mixed and general cropping to more cereal
holdings. There has been a moderately high rate of build outside urban areas
including the M180 corridor in the Brigg area, the area east of Lincoln, along the
A46 to Market Rasen and around Woodhall Spa. Contemporary pressures for
change come from sand and gravel extraction within the Fen Edge Gravels,
wind turbines and some planned growth of Market Rasen and Brigg.

Mature conifer plantation near Holton le Moor.
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Ecosystem services
The Central Lincolnshire Vale NCA provides a wide range of benefits
to society. Each is derived from the attributes and processes (both natural
and cultural features) within the area. These benefits are known collectively
as ‘ecosystem services’. The predominant services are summarised below.
Further information on ecosystem services provided in the Central
Lincolnshire Vale NCA is contained in the ‘Analysis’ section of this document.
Provisioning services (food, fibre and water supply)
¯ Food provision: This is an important area for farming, especially cereal
production. Farmland covered 77 per cent of the total area in 2009 and
three-quarters of this was under arable production. In recent decades
a programme of agricultural improvement has led to an increase in the
overall yield of food crops. In some situations this intensification has had
an effect on the value of some ecosystem services such as biodiversity,
water and soil quality. Farm businesses should seek to employ sustainable
agricultural practices in the future to benefit both food provision and the
natural environment over the long term.
¯ Timber provision: Total woodland cover in 2011 was 6,273 ha, 8 per cent of
total area: of this, 4,074 ha was broadleaved, 1,646 ha coniferous, 51 ha mixed
and 501 ha other. The main areas of woodland are Bardney Forest and on the
sandy soils of the Coversands and the Fen Edge Gravels. Forestry Commission
managed woodlands are significant in the NCA with large coniferous
plantations on former heathland sites around Market Rasen and to a lesser
extent by Woodhall Spa. There are also some coniferous and mixed Forestry
Commission plantations within the Limewoods area on sites of former
ancient woodland. Much of this resource is coming to harvesting age.
This is an important area for farming with a demand for water for crop irrigation as seen
here from Claxby Moor.
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¯ Water availability: The predominant boulder clay derived soils underlain
by mudstone bedrock mean that soil water availability is generally naturally
high. Numerous streams drain across the landscape from their source in the
Wolds into the main rivers of the Ancholme and Witham. The Lincolnshire
Limestone aquifer which underlies the mudstone across most of the Vale is
also an important source of water. Water levels in the Ancholme and Witham
rivers are artificially maintained by the transfer of water from the River Trent,
to support public water supply. There is also a demand for water for irrigation
of crops.
Regulating services (water purification, air quality maintenance and
climate regulation)
¯ Regulating soil quality: Given that the soils of the Vale support substantial
agricultural production, regulation of soil quality is an important ecosystem
service in this NCA. The main soil types, are the base-rich loamy and clayey
soils (51 per cent of the NCA), which are easily damaged when wet so there
is a need to minimise compaction and capping risk which can cause and
exacerbate run-off problems with consequent impacts on water quality.
Careful timing of activities is required to reduce this likelihood, while
increasing organic matter levels can help to minimise problems. The next
main soil types, are the very acid sandy and loamy soils (17 per cent) which
have developed over the Coversands and the Fen Edge Gravels. These are
easily worked but have a weak structure which can be easily damaged by
cultivation making it vulnerable to wind and water erosion with consequent
impacts on water quality. Additions of organic matter can increase stability
where it is cultivated.
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¯ Regulating water quality: Because the River Ancholme’s catchment drains
into the internationally important habitat of the Humber Estuary and
because parts of the NCA, albeit small, are designated catchment sensitive
areas, water quality regulation is an important ecosystem service. Current
water quality ecological status of the Ancholme catchment is failing to
achieve good, with diffuse pollution from arable agriculture sources one
of the key reasons for water quality failures8, while physical modification
of the watercourses limit ecological potential. Erosion of soil, particularly
the peaty soils of the upper Ancholme Valley, impacts on water quality;
measures to reduce erosion and run-off of agro-chemicals from farmland
will boost the capacity of the Vale to deliver this ecosystem service.
Cultural services (inspiration, education and wellbeing)
¯ Sense of history: Sense of history is ingrained in this landscape through
the numerous deserted and shrunken medieval villages and the profusion
of former monastic sites as well as the area’s traditional buildings, the
distinctive Tudor brick tower of Tattershall Castle and the old stone
churches of the villages. The numerous ancient woodlands of the Vale also
contribute to the sense of history, especially the Limewoods which may
have been continuously wooded since the end of the last ice age. While the
farming heritage of the Vale is strong, some of the impacts of agricultural
improvements and modern commercial agriculture have been negative in
terms of the historic character of the NCA, such as the removal of hedgerows
and the neglect of farm buildings and other traditional farmland features.
¯ Tranquillity: The Vale’s thinly scattered population, sparse network of quiet
minor roads and general lack of urban development mean that tranquillity is
significant, with 71 per cent of the area in 2007 classified as undisturbed from
urban development, traffic noise and other sources of visual and auditory
intrusion. The most tranquil areas are within parts of the Ancholme Valley
and in the Bardney Limewoods area.
8

River Basin Management Plan: Humber River Basin District, Environment Agency (2009)
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¯ Recreation: The Vale’s location in close proximity to Lincoln combined with
its appealing attributes make its recreation appeal significant. Recreation
assets include the Witham corridor green infrastructure link with Lincoln;
close proximity of the Lincolnshire Wolds AONB and the Wolds scarp; the
Viking Way long-distance footpath and the range of other walking routes;
Woodhall Spa resort; the woodlands and heathlands; the suitability of the
topography and network of quiet lanes for cycling; and the heritage assets.
¯ Biodiversity: Although the overall extent of semi-natural habitats is
extremely limited, the Vale’s remaining habitats support a high diversity
of species. Habitats range from acidic grassland, heathland and ancient
deciduous woodland to wetland habitats, while its farmland habitats are
important to farmland birds. Recent habitat creation in parts of the Vale
– such as wet grassland creation within the Ancholme flood plain and
woodland creation and habitat linkages within the Limewoods area – are
helping to improve biodiversity resource.
¯ Geodiversity: The Vale has a wide diversity of geology, especially its
superficial geology and the soils that have arisen. This includes the clayey
soils over the main part of the Vale, the sandy soils of the Coversands and
Fen Edge Gravels, the lime-rich soils over the chalk of the Wolds and the
peaty soils of the upper Ancholme Valley. Other assets include the Wolds
scarp, the Lincolnshire Limestone aquifer, the rich fossil fauna of the
bedrock mudstones and the sand and gravel deposits.

The church at North Kelsey built of local ironstone.
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Statements of Environmental Opportunity
SEO 1: Restore natural watercourse and flood plain functionality within the Vale, ensuring no harm to archaeological assets, and seek habitat creation and linkages and
land management changes through the area, to improve resilience and ecosystem capacity to regulate water quality, regulate water flow and reduce soil erosion. This will
also enhance riverine character, recreational experience and ecological connectivity.

For example, by:
¯ Where feasible, creating areas of wet grassland and other wetland
habitats along watercourses, such as in the Ancholme Valley, to improve
water quality and support the wildlife of the Humber Estuary.
¯ Planning to adapt to the impacts of sea level rise which is likely to reduce
the extent of freshwater habitat around the Humber in the longer term;
and seeking opportunities to positively adapt by establishing a variety of
wetland habitats within the Ancholme flood plain – where feasible – to
partially compensate for loss.
¯ Protecting and expanding, where feasible, existing wet grassland habitats
such as along the River Bain. Exploring the potential to restore the
corridor of the old River Bain and enhance associated habitat networks to
link with important heathland and acid grassland.
¯ Exploring the potential to convert some areas of arable land to other
appropriate uses throughout the National Character Area (NCA) to
enhance water quality, especially in the Ancholme Valley, including
opportunities to re-wet areas and establish permanent vegetation.
¯ Expanding the network of semi-natural wetland habitats, woodland,
hedgerows and grassland adjacent to watercourses, field drains and
waterbodies to capture sediment and nutrients.

¯ Adapting existing drainage schemes and designing new sustainable
drainage schemes to incorporate habitats to purify water and increase
infiltration. Designing these in conjunction with green infrastructure.
¯ Seeking high-quality restoration of gravel extraction sites within the Fen
Edge Gravels which includes the creation of a varied habitat network,
including wetland and heathland, for landscape enhancement and for
the recreational opportunities this brings.
¯ Promoting opportunities to encourage and enhance green infrastructure
and access routes, along the rivers and streams to increase access to the
countryside for public enjoyment.
¯ In partnership, seeking to make space for the action of natural riverine
processes, where feasible, to increase flood resilience and capacity
to adapt to climate change within the Ancholme Valley, which will be
impacted by rising sea levels from the Humber.
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SEO 2: Protect and enhance the rural character and tranquillity of the Vale, much valued for their contribution to sense of place, inspiration and recreation. Ensure that
new development is informed by local assessments, opportunity and mapping studies to help to minimise impact and maximise environmental gain through good design
and appropriate screening, and promote green infrastructure links to ensure that the surrounding settlements have access to the many recreation assets which contribute
to the health and wellbeing of both residents and visitors.

For example, by:
¯ Developing well-designed green infrastructure informed by local evidence
- such as biodiversity opportunity mapping and landscape character
assessment - and sustainable tourism which enables access and enjoyment
of the Vale while protecting it from greater traffic and development.
¯ Screening urban and industrial influences (such as gravel workings) with
the use of substantial and appropriate woodland planting, and reducing
the intrusion of development through means such as sensitive lighting and
use of green roofs.
¯ Maximising funding obtained from planning gain from new development
and the resulting S106 agreements so that they benefit the natural
environment and are aligned with the objectives of landscape planning
and enhancement initiatives.
¯ Ensuring that the location, form and design of new development are
guided by Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping and Landscape Character
Assessment objectives, village design guidance and design briefs, and use
of local architectural styles and materials as well as sensitive lighting.
¯ Ensuring that new development is built to high design quality and
environmental standards, including routine use of sustainable drainage
schemes to increase the capacity of water provision and regulation services
and the incorporation of green infrastructure.

¯ Planning for appropriate woodland planting around settlement fringes
to help to integrate new and existing modern development into the
landscape while combining with the development of green infrastructure,
biomass, carbon storage and water flow and quality regulation. This could
also provide additional benefits of reducing the potential negative visual
impact of development such as lighting.
¯ Supporting the implementation of the Rights of Way Improvement Plan
ambition to develop an integrated network of rights of way, increasing
facilities for visitors and residents for walking and other recreational
activities, which will improve people’s health and wellbeing. The creation of
circular footpaths and cycle paths that link with public transport and local
communities will offer opportunities for sustainable transport and bring
benefits to the rural economy and tourism.
¯ Encouraging the sensitive management (including interpretation) of
geodiversity sites (particularly former clay, sand and gravel workings) to
raise awareness of the importance of local geology in shaping the history
and settlement of the area.
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SEO 3: Manage the valuable ancient lime woodlands, enhance and increase the woodland and hedgerow network, and seek to restore and re-create heathland and acid
grassland, where appropriate, to strengthen ecological diversity and connectivity, enhance landscape character, improve soil and water quality, reduce soil erosion,
increase carbon storage, and bring opportunities for timber and biomass provision.

For example, by:
¯ Informed by Central Lincolnshire and Lincolnshire Limewoods
Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping, protecting, expanding and linking up
the ancient woodlands of the Vale, especially the Limewoods, improving
their management and raising awareness of their importance. Increasing
native woodland planting should also enhance landscape character and
ecosystem services, including the storage of carbon.
¯ Enhancing Forestry Commission woodland sites to replace harvested
conifer crops with native deciduous woodland as well as heathland/acid
grassland habitats, where suitable.
¯ Seeking opportunities, where appropriate, to increase the extent of
heathland/acid grassland habitat.
¯ Restoring and managing hedgerows where they have been lost to
strengthen the historical field patterns as well as to help to regulate soil
erosion and water quality, and use hedgerows to link up woodlands and
semi-natural habitats.
¯ Enhancing management of the woodlands to improve biodiversity and
also to provide woodland products and a sustainable biomass and timber
resource.

¯ Enhancing the areas of coniferous plantation on the Coversands and Fen
Edge Gravels, including planting broadleaved woodland along the edges
to enhance their visual influence and to ensure that there is a balance
between woodland and open heath.
¯ Planning for a landscape depleted of ash through ash dieback by planting
replacement characteristic tree species.
¯ Maintaining the ecological value of the felled areas in the coniferous
plantations which provide habitats for rare species such as woodlark,
long-eared owl and nightjar, while ensuring that these areas do not have a
negative impact on the landscape.
¯ Seeking opportunities for woodland planting within green infrastructure
and relating to new development and the urban fringe, especially in
relation to Lincoln.
¯ Seeking opportunities to incorporate tree planting in places where
benefits to other ecosystem services will be maximised, such as within
farmland areas to regulate soil and water quality and within flood plains
to enhance water flow regulation.
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SEO 4: Improve the environmental sustainability of agriculture within the Vale and enhance the capacity of natural ecosystems to support the long-term provision of
food, improve soil quality, enhance water quality (especially in the Ancholme basin), provide habitat for pollinators, enhance farmland habitats and benefit climate regulation.

For example, by:
¯ Maximising take-up of environmentally sustainable farming practices
and agri-environment schemes to enhance the landscape and ecosystem
function and also support viable agricultural production.
¯ Informed by the Central Lincolnshire Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping,
restoring and creating new habitats throughout the agricultural landscape,
especially grassland and wetland habitats, to strengthen ecological linkages
and wildlife networks and to benefit delivery of other ecosystem services.
¯ Reducing agricultural chemical inputs to minimise risk to water quality, for
example through use of crops with low fertiliser and pesticide requirements.
¯ Maximising opportunities to sustainably use wetland habitats for food
provision, such as flood plain grazing marsh for cattle grazing.
¯ Encouraging management measures that increase levels of organic matter
in soils to increase fertility and drought resistance and the use of grass leys
in arable crop rotations.
¯ Maintaining habitats associated with mixed farming which supports
a range of species, including vulnerable farmland bird species such as
skylark, tree sparrow and yellowhammer.
¯ Where possible, securing opportunities to convert some arable land to
other appropriate uses throughout the NCA to enhance water quality,
especially in the Ancholme Valley, including opportunities to re-wet areas
and establish permanent vegetation.
¯ Increasing the use of nectar and forage mixes in arable land and planting
of species-rich hedgerows as well as the take-up of agri-environment
schemes which floristically enhance field margins and hedgerow habitats,
to increase the availability of nectar sources in proximity to food crops
requiring pollination.

¯ Carefully considering the timing and impact of agricultural activities on
vulnerable soils and under vulnerable soil conditions, especially when wet.
Also, encouraging the use of low-pressure machinery.

Buffer strip adjacent to an arable field by Chalmers Farm Wood providing a wildlife
refuge and vital habitat link.

20

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

SEO 5: Protect and enhance the historic character of the Vale including the monastery sites, shrunken medieval villages, parklands and villages. Increase awareness of the
richness of this resource, protect it from neglect and physical damage, and ensure that future development complements and enhances the sense of history.

For example, by:
¯ Protecting and appropriately managing existing historic assets.
¯ Protecting the medieval earthworks and remains of the monastic sites
along the Witham, the deserted medieval villages and areas of ridge and
furrow for their educational and historic value, and ensuring that they are
open for public enjoyment where possible.
¯ Conserving areas of parkland for their historic value and ensuring that
they provide access and recreation opportunities for public enjoyment
where possible.
¯ Protecting existing pasture containing archaeological features, including
ridge and furrow, from conversion to arable use.
¯ Reducing cultivation damage to archaeology and geomorphological
features by encouraging best practice such as direct drilling and shallow
tilling and conversion to permanent pasture.
¯ Protecting the historical settlement pattern and vernacular character
through informed spatial planning processes to secure high-quality
design standards in new development, including the appropriate use of
traditional building materials.
¯ Ensuring that the restoration of traditional farm buildings and new in-fill
developments use locally characteristic materials to protect the character
of the built form.

¯ Protecting the sense of history in the landscape from inappropriate
development, including that which adversely affects the setting of
historic features.
¯ Positively managing and protecting the many listed buildings and
Scheduled Monuments while promoting public awareness, accessibility
and recreation value.
¯ Promoting wider awareness of the historic environment to encourage its
enjoyment, understanding and protection and, where possible, providing
improved public access to sites of historic interest.
¯ Protecting and enhancing elements of the historic farmland landscape,
including the replanting of hedgerows, to restore historical field patterns
and the restoration of traditional farm buildings.
¯ Planning sand and gravel workings carefully to ensure that valuable
historical assets are protected and interpreted in order to increase
understanding as to how local geodiversity has shaped the history and
visual appearance of the landscape today.
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Supporting document 1: Key facts and data
1. Landscape and nature conservation designations
The Lincolnshire Wolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) covers 751 ha
of this NCA which is 1 per cent of the NCA.
Source: Natural England (2011)

1.1 Designated nature conservation sites
The NCA includes the following statutory nature conservation designations:

Tier

Designation

Name

International

n/a

n/a

European

National

Special Protection
Area (SPA)

n/a

Special Area of
Conservation (SAC)

n/a

National Nature
Reserve (NNR)
Site of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI)

Area
(ha)

% of
NCA
0

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Area of Central Lincolnshire Vale
National Character Area (NCA): 81,898 ha

There are 256 local sites in the Central Lincolnshire Vales NCA covering 4,062 ha
which is 5 per cent of the NCA.
Source: Natural England (2011)

¯ Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm
¯ Details of Local Nature Reserves (LNR) can be searched at:
http://www.lnr.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/lnr/lnr_search.asp
¯ Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at:
http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/ – select ‘Rural Designations
Statutory’
1.1.1 Condition of designated sites

0

0

0

SSSI condition category
Unfavourable declining

0

0

Bardney
Limewoods NNR

383

<1

A total of 18 sites
wholly or partly
within the NCA

1,152

<1

Source: Natural England (2011)

Analysis

Percentage of NCA
SSSI resource

Area (ha)
15

1

434

38

Unfavourable no change

2

<1

Unfavourable recovering

702

61

Favourable

Source: Natural England (March 2011)

¯ Details of SSSI condition can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/reportIndex.cfm

Please note: (i) Designated areas may overlap (ii) all ﬁgures are cut to Mean High Water Line,
designations that span coastal areas/views below this line will not be included.
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2. Landform, geology and soils
2.1 Elevation
Elevation ranges from just below sea level to a maximum of 148 m in the south
of the NCA. The average elevation of the land is 19 m above sea level.
Source: Natural England (2010)

2.2 Landform and process
The area is divided into two parts by a central watershed. The northern half
drains through the River Ancholme and into the Humber. The southern section of
the vale drains to the River Witham and ultimately to the Wash. Much of the Vale
comprises seasonally waterlogged loams and clay, grading to deeper calcareous
loams, with fine calcareous loams towards Horncastle and the Lincolnshire
Wolds. The resulting landform is very gently undulating. In the north, the
artificially drained carrs, north and south of Brigg, much of the land is only a
metre or so above sea level. A series of drains, dykes and the strongly embanked
New River Ancholme drain this flat open landscape.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area Description

2.3 Bedrock geology
The solid geology of this area is composed almost entirely of Jurassic deposits
and some lower Cretaceous rocks (87 per cent Mudstone, 7 per cent Chalk).
However, most of the area has been overlain by glacial deposits of boulder clays,
windblown sand and fluvio-glacial sands and gravels. The NCA is bordered to
the west by the middle Jurassic Lincolnshire Limestone escarpment and to the
east by the Chalk of the Lincolnshire Wolds. The NCA is underlain by Upper
Jurrasic marine clays, silts and sands belonging to the Kellaways, Oxford Clay,
West Walton, Ampthill Clay and Kimmeridge Clay formations which are largely
concealed by superficial deposits. Active and disused quarries provide an
opportunity to examine the bedrock geology, perhaps most notably at South
Ferriby Chalk Pit SSSI at the northern-most edge of the NCA, which exposes the
Upper Jurrasic clays overlain by Cretaceous Chalk.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area Description, Lincolnshire
Coversands and Clay Vale Natural Area profile
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2.4 Superficial deposits
Three different regions can be distinguished within this NCA. Windblown
Coversands, the clay vales and the limestone plateau. In the Coversands the
acidic, nutrient poor soils have a sandy texture. The clay vales are found along
the River Ancholme and Barlings Eau and are divided by a watershed west of
Market Rasen. The clay vales are derived from erosion of the soft upper Jurassic
clays and sometime overlain by a deposition of chalky till from the Wolds. Much
of the valley consists of heavy clay and loam soils which are often waterlogged in
winter, although in parts there are sandy soils vulnerable to wind erosion. These
soils are very fertile and consequently most of the land is farmed. The southernmost portion of the vales, mostly around the lower reaches of the River Bain,
originate from glacial outwash sands and gravels creating free draining soils.
Much of the Ancholme flood plain was formed from marine alluvium during
the post-glacial period with smaller areas of peat inland. The limestone plateau,
locally known as the Lincolnshire edge, runs from the Humber estuary through
Lincolnshire to Stamford in the south. Most of the limestone bedrock is overlain
with post-glacial boulder clay or thin layers of Coversand. However the higher
ground often has a covering of shallow, well-drained brashy limestone, loam soil
which makes fertile farm land.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area Description, Lincolnshire
Coversands and Clay Vale Natural Area profile

2.5 Designated geological sites
Tier

Designation

Number

National

Geological Site of Special Scientiﬁc Interest (SSSI)

1

National

Mixed Interest SSSI

0

Local

Local Geological Sites

8
Source: Natural England (2011)

¯ Details of individual Sites of Special Scientific Interest can be searched at:
http://www.sssi.naturalengland.org.uk/Special/sssi/search.cfm
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The main grades of agricultural land in the NCA are broken down as follows (as a
proportion of total land area):
% of NCA

Grade 1

81

<1

Grade 2

11,527

14

Grade 3

65,096

80

Grade 4

553

<1

Grade 5

0

0

4,158

5

483

<1

Non-agricultural
Urban

Analysis

3.1 Major rivers/canals
The following major rivers/canals (by length) have been identified in this NCA.

Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area Description

Area (ha)

Landscape
change

3. Key water bodies and catchments

2.6 Soils and Agricultural Land Classification
Areas of windblown and fluvial sands occur in three locations at Elsham,
Market Rasen and Woodhall Spa. Much of the vale comprises seasonally
waterlogged loams and clays, grading to deeper calcareous loams, with fine
calcareous loams towards Horncastle and the Lincolnshire Wolds.

Grade

Key facts
and data

Opportunities

Source: Natural England (2010)

¯ Maps showing locations of Statutory sites can be found at:
http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/ – select ‘Landscape’ (shows ALC
classification and 27 types of soils).

¯ New River Ancholme
¯ North Kelsey Beck
¯ Old River Ancholme
¯ Old River Bain
¯ River Ancholme

31 km
6 km
28 km
6 km
4 km

¯
¯
¯
¯
¯

River Bain
River Witham
Steeping River
Horncastle Canal
The Land Drain

7 km
8 km
<1 km
16 km
8 km

Source: Natural England (2010)
Please note: Other significant rivers (by volume) may also occur. These are not listed where the
length within the NCA is short.

The River Ancholme is the most significant river and has been altered to form
a straight course from Bishopbridge to Ferriby Sluice on the Humber. The
watercourse is fed by a series of becks up to Brigg and then by the drained carrs.
To the south, Barlings Eau and the River Bain drain to the River Witham. The
area is a low-lying vale divided into two parts by a central watershed. The
northern half drains through the River Ancholme into the Humber. The southern
section of the vale drains to the River Witham and ultimately the Wash. The
western boundary below Lincoln is formed by the River Witham and the fenland
beyond. To the south, the catch-water drains for the Fens mark the limit of the
Vale while to the east the Vale rises up towards the south-western edge of the
Lincolnshire Wolds. In the north are the artificially drained carrs, north and south
of Brigg, where much of the land is only a meter or so above sea level. A series of
drains, dykes and the strongly embanked New River Ancholme drain this flat
open landscape.

24

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

3.2 Water quality
The total area of Nitrate Vulnerable Zone is 81,898 ha; all of the NCA.
Source: Natural England (2010)

3.3 Water Framework Directive
Maps are available from the Environment Agency showing current and projected
future status of water bodies at:
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiybyController?ep=maptopic
s&lang=_e
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Area and proportion of different woodland types in the NCA (over 2 ha)
Woodland type

Area (ha)

% of NCA

Broadleaved

4,074

5

Coniferous

1,646

2

Mixed

51

<1

Other

502

1

Source: Forestry Commission (2011)

4. Trees and woodlands
4.1 Total woodland cover
The NCA contains 6,273 ha of woodland (8 per cent of the total area), of which
2,385 ha is ancient woodland.
Source: Natural England (2010), Forestry Commission (2011)

4.2 Distribution and size of woodland and trees in the landscape
Woodland cover is variable with little in the central and northern clays apart
from remnant blocks of carr woodland. Exceptions include coniferous
plantations on both the coversands, and sands and gravels around Woodhall
Spa and, most notably, the Central Lincolnshire Limewoods between Wragby
and Bardney where there are a significant number of medium-sized woodlands
known locally as the Bardney/Lincolnshire Limewoods. Some are ancient while
others are more recent plantations. Some of the windblown sands across the
NCA have been extensively planted with conifers.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area Description

4.3 Woodland types
A statistical breakdown of the area and type of woodland found across the NCA
is detailed below.

Area and proportion of ancient woodland and planted ancient woodland within
the NCA.
Type

Area (ha)

% of NCA

Ancient semi-natural woodland

1,384

2

Planted Ancient Woodland (PAWS)

1,001

1
Source: Natural England (2004)

5. Boundary features and patterns
5.1 Boundary features
Hedgerows enclose most fields, most are hawthorn, but they are often more
diverse at a distance from the road and those linking the limewoods are
particularly dense with a rich variety of flora. In March 2011 the majority of
Environmental Stewardship grant aid paid out for boundary features was spent on
hedgerows. Over 1.5 million metres of hedgerow were included.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area description;
Countryside Quality Counts (2003)
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5.2 Field patterns
A regular pattern of medium-sized arable fields interspersed with pasture on heavy
clays; variations include pre-enclosure hay meadows and pasture near Wragby,
and the drained open flatlands to the north of Brigg. Much of the land had been
enclosed by the early 18th century.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area description;
Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

6. Agriculture
The following data has been taken from the Agricultural Census linked to this NCA.
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6.4 Land use
The most common land use is for cereal crops with 29,170 ha or 46 per cent of the
farmed land. This is followed by land used for grazing with 12,646 ha or 20 per cent
of the farmed land. The amount of land used for oilseed crops has increased from
5,174 ha in 2000 to 9,142 in 2009. This is an increase of nearly 77 per cent.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.5 Livestock numbers
In 2009 sheep were the most numerous livestock in this NCA, with 24,742 animals,
a reduction of nearly 41 per cent since 2000. There were 22,977 pigs (a reduction
of nearly 46 per cent since 2000) and 16,361 cattle were recorded in 2009.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.1 Farm type
The total farmed area is 63,183 ha, composed of 576 holdings. All figures below
relate to 2009 unless otherwise stated. There were 236 cereal farms in 2009
representing 41 per cent of the total. The next most numerous farm types were
‘general cropping’ (84 holdings) and ‘grazing livestock’ (80 holdings). The
number of holdings has fallen from 600 in 2000. The number of farms classed
as ‘general cropping’ fell from 143 in 2000, a fall of 41 per cent.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.2 Farm size
Farms over 100 ha in size are the most numerous, with 197. This is followed by
119 farms between 5 ha and 20 ha in size. Farms over 100 ha in size account for
52,901 ha, or nearly 84 per cent of the farmed area in this NCA. The number of
farms over 100 ha in size has fallen since 2000.

6.6 Farm labour
There were 824 principal farmers in 2009. This had decreased from 939 in 2000.
The number of full time farm workers decreased from 439 in 2000 to 298 in 2009;
a fall of 141.
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)
Please note: (i) Some of the Census data is estimated by Defra so will not be accurate for every
holding (ii) Data refers to Commercial Holdings only (iii) Data includes land outside of the
NCA belonging to holdings whose centre point is within the NCA listed.

Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)

6.3 Farm ownership
2009: Total farm area = 68, 183 ha; owned land = 48, 228 ha
2000: Total farm area = 66, 247 ha; owned land = 48, 528 ha
Source: Agricultural Census, Defra (2010)
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7. Key habitats and species
7.1 Habitat distribution/coverage
Woodlands are widespread in this NCA with concentrations of ancient woods
around Bardney and the Fen Edge Gravels, and more recent plantations on
the Coversands. The concentration of woodlands around Bardney is the most
important example of small-leaved lime woodlands remaining in Britain. Some
of the surviving ancient woodlands support a vast array of plants, insects and
birds. Lowland heath was once abundant on the Coversands, and to a lesser
extent on the Fen edge gravels, but large areas have been lost through conifer
plantation, conversion to arable, urban development and quarrying. Some of
Britain’s finest inland sand dunes can also be found on the Coversands. The
vast majority of grassland has been agriculturally intensified and is of poor
wildlife value. Neutral grassland is the most common, and there are a number
of acidic and limestone grasslands depending on the underlying geology.
‘Unimproved’ grassland sites support a wide range of species.
Source: Lincolnshire Coversands and Clay Vale Natural Area Profile

7.2 Priority habitats
The Government’s new strategy for biodiversity in England, Biodiversity 2020,
replaces the previous Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) led approach. Priority
habitats and species are identified in Biodiversity 2020, but references to BAP
priority habitats and species, and previous national targets have been removed.
Biodiversity Action Plans remain a useful source of guidance and information.
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The NCA contains the following areas of mapped priority habitats (as mapped by
National Inventories). Footnotes denote local/expert interpretation. This will be
used to inform future national inventory updates.
Priority habitat
Broadleaved mixed and yew
woodland (broad habitat)

Area (ha)

% of NCA

2,015

2

Lowland heathland

736

1

Lowland meadows

170

<1

Lowland dry acid grassland

60

<1

Coastal and ﬂood plain grazing marsh

17

<1

Lowland calcareous grassland

16

<1

Reedbeds

15

<1

Fens

14

<1

2

<1

Purple moor-grass and rush pasture

Source: Natural England (2011)

7.3 Key species and assemblages of species
¯ Maps showing locations of priority habitats are available at:
http://magic.Defra.gov.uk/website/magic/

More information about Biodiversity 2020 can be found at;
http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/biodiversity/
protectandmanage/englandsbiodiversitystrategy2011.aspx
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8. Settlement and development patterns

9. Key historic sites and features

8.1 Settlement pattern
The settlement pattern is typically dispersed and sparse. Villages have remained
small while a few small towns have grown including Brigg, Market Rasen and
Horncastle. Settlements throughout the area are linked by straight east-west
roads with abrupt right-angled turns. Enclosure roads with exceptionally wide
verges and enclosing hedgerows are characteristic of the vale.

9.1 Origin of historic features
The Appleby boat, and ancient longboat c.11,000 BC is the second oldest such vessel
found in the world. The area is rich in ridge and furrow and deserted medieval villages
such as Spridlington and Goltho. Brigg developed early as a river crossing point and
was a prosperous market town by the 13th century. Horncastle, which originated
as a Roman town, developed a nationally famous horse fair which ran from the
13th century to 1948. The vale is important for the study of the smaller iron-age and
Romano-British settlements in the transition between the two periods. The principal
archaeological remains of interest are the medieval sites, particularly the deserted
and shrunken medieval villages, like Spridlington and the abbey ruins such as Bardney
and Tupholme; the abbey sites along the River Witham being one of the greatest
concentrations in England and closely linked to the adjacent limewoods. Extensive,
though not entirely successful, land drainage took place in the Ancholme Valley in
the 17th century. By the 18th century most of the land had been enclosed. Following
the discovery of medicinal waters in the 19th century, Woodhall Spa developed into
a small inland resort set in the pine and birch woods. Coningsby airfield provided a
base for Lancaster bomber squadrons in the Second World War and RAF Woodhall
Spa became the eventual home to 617 ‘The Dambusters’ Squadron.

Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area description;
Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

8.2 Main settlements
The main settlements within the Central Lincolnshire Vale NCA are: Brigg,
Horncastle, Broughton, Market Rasen, and Woodhall Spa.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area description;
Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

8.3 Local vernacular and building materials
Traditional building materials are predominantly brick, from local clay, and
limestone from the adjoining Lincolnshire Edge. Most traditional buildings are
constructed of brick and pantile. The dominance of brick is most distinctly
portrayed at Tattershall Castle built in c. 1440 for Ralph Cromwell, Lord Treasurer
of England. Local stone from the Lincolnshire Wolds including Claxby Ironstone
and Tealby Limestone, is seen in some of the churches close to the Wolds around
Market Rasen whereas Spilsby Sandstone is found in churches around Horncastle.
Source: Central Lincolnshire Vale Countryside Character Area description;
Countryside Quality Counts (2003)

Source: Countryside Quality Counts Draft Historic Profile,
Countryside Character Area description

9.2 Designated historic assets
This NCA has the following historic designations:
¯ 2 Registered Parks and Gardens covering 261 ha ¯ 0 Registered Battlefields
¯ 69 Scheduled Monuments ¯ 686 Listed Buildings
Source: Natural England (2010)

¯ More information is available at the following address:
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/caring/heritage-at-risk/
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10. Recreation and access
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10.1 Public access
¯ 4 per cent of the NCA 2,945 ha is classified as being publically accessible.
¯ There are 513 km of Public Rights of Way at a density of 0.6 km per km2.
¯ There are no National Trails within the NCA.
Sources: Natural England (2010)

The table opposite shows the breakdown of land which is publically accessible
in perpetuity:

Landscape
change
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Analysis

% of NCA

National Trust (Accessible all year)

0

<1

Common Land

1

<1

Country Parks

0

0

2,213

3

<1

<1

Village Greens

2

<1

Doorstep Greens

0

<1

62

<1

3

<1

<4

<1

383

<1

92

<1

2,792

4

CROW Access Land (Section 4 and 16)
CROW Section 15

Forestry Commission Walkers Welcome
Grants
Local Nature Reserves (LNRs)
Millennium Greens
Accessible National Nature Reserves (NNRs)
Agri-environment Scheme Access
Woods for People

Sources: Natural England (2011)
Please note: Common Land refers to land included in the 1965 commons register;
CROW = Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000; OC and RCL = Open Country and Registered
Common Land.

The remains of Tupholme Abbey, a medieval monastry in the Lincolnshire Limewoods area.
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11. Experiential qualities
11.1 Tranquillity
Based on the CPRE map of tranquillity (2006) the lowest value recorded is
immediately to the west of Brigg, the highest value is north of Brigg on the New
River Ancholme.
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11.2 Intrusion
The 2007 Intrusion Map (CPRE) shows the extent to which rural landscapes are
‘intruded on’ from urban development, noise (primarily traffic noise), and other
sources of visual and auditory intrusion. This shows that disturbed land occurs
around the main towns of Market Rasen, Horncastle, Tattershall/Coningsby in the
south and Brigg in the north. All major transport routes show some level of
disturbance.

A breakdown of tranquillity values for this NCA is detailed in the table below:
A breakdown of intrusion values for this NCA is detailed in the table below.
Category of tranquillity

Score

Highest value within NCA

115

Category of intrusion

Lowest value within NCA

-58

Disturbed

Mean value within NCA

11
Sources: CPRE (2006)

Undisturbed
Urban

1960s
(%)

1990s
(%)

2007
(%)

% change
(1960s-2007)

4

15

28

24

96

85

71

-26

n/a

<1

2

2
Sources: CPRE (2007)

¯ More information is available at the following address:
http://www.cpre.org.uk/what-we-do/countryside/tranquil-places/indepth/item/1688-how-we-mapped-tranquillity

Notable trends from the 1960s to 2007 are a steady reduction in the area of
‘undisturbed’ land and a corresponding increase in ‘disturbed’.
¯More information is available at the following address:
http://www.cpre.org.uk/resources/countryside/tranquil-places
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12. Data sources
¯ British Geological Survey (2006)
¯ Natural Area Profiles, Natural England (published by English Nature 1993-1998 )
¯ Countryside Character Descriptions, Natural England (regional volumes
published by Countryside Commission/Countryside Agency 1998/1999)
¯ Joint Character Area GIS boundaries, Natural England (data created 2001)
¯ National Parks and AONBs GIS boundaries, Natural England (2006)
¯ Heritage Coast Boundaries, Natural England (2006)
¯ Agricultural Census June Survey, Defra (2000,2009)
¯ National Forest Inventory, Forestry Commission (2011)
¯ Countryside Quality Counts Draft Historic Profiles, English Heritage (2004)*
¯ Ancient Woodland Inventory, Natural England (2003)
¯ Priority Habitats GIS data, Natural England (March 2011)
¯ Special Areas of Conservation data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Special Protection Areas data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Ramsar sites data, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)
¯ Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Natural England (data accessed in March 2011)

¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯
¯

Detailed River Network, Environment Agency (2008)
Source protection zones, Environment Agency (2005)
Registered Common Land GIS data, Natural England (2004)
Open Country GIS data, Natural England (2004)
Public Rights of Way Density, Defra (2011)
National Trails, Natural England (2006)
National Tranquillity Mapping data, CPRE (2007)
Intrusion map data, CPRE (2007)
Registered Battlefields, English Heritage (2005)
Record of Scheduled Monuments, English Heritage (2006)
Registered Parks and Gardens, English Heritage (2006)
World Heritage Sites, English Heritage (2006)
Incorporates Historic Landscape Characterisation and work for preliminary
Historic Farmstead Character Statements (English Heritage/Countryside
Agency 2006)

Please note all figures contained within the report have been rounded to the nearest unit. For this reason proportion figures will not (in all) cases add up to 100%.
The convention <1 has been used to denote values less than a whole unit.
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Supporting document 2: Landscape change
Recent changes

Management of hedgerows has improved in recent years with over 2,000 km
under agri-environment scheme hedgerow management and maintenance
agreements (includes combined hedge and ditch management options) between
June 2005 and August 2013. Hedgerows have also become fuller due to the single
payment scheme which requires no cultivation within 2 m of their centre.

Trees and woodlands
¯ The total woodland cover (over 2 ha) in 1999 was 5,075 ha or 6 per cent of the
total NCA area.
¯ Between 1999 and 2003 an area equivalent to 4 per cent of the 1999 total stock
was planted, that is 216 ha. Countryside Quality Counts (CQC) assessment
concluded that this planting had significantly strengthened character in the
areas of the Limewoods and the central clay vale.
¯ Cover of native woodland has increased further more recently within the
Limewoods area. Between 2006 and 2010 approximately 135 ha of new native
woodland was planted in the area enlarging existing woodlands and linking
them up.
¯ Figures for 2011 show that total woodland cover across the NCA had increased
to 6,273 ha, 8 per cent of total area (though this is partly due to greater accuracy
in recording).
Boundary features
¯ While the estimated boundary length for the NCA in 2003 was around
5,073 km, the total length of agri-environment scheme capital agreements
for linear features between 1999 and 2003 was equivalent to about 8 per
cent of this total (406 km). Of this hedge management and hedge planting,
restoration accounted for 152 km. CQC assessment concluded that during
this period the boundary resource had probably just been maintained.

¯ While management has improved, planting and restoration of hedgerows
remains limited. Between 1999 and 2003, 106 km were planted and/or restored
under agri-environment capital agreements whereas between June 2005 and
August 2013 this figure was 43 km, though, in addition to this, approximately 26
km of new hedgerows were planted within the Lincolnshire Limewoods area
between 2005 and 20129 locally enhancing this part of the Vale.
Agriculture
¯ Countryside Quality Counts (CQC) assessment of data between 1999 and 2003
concluded that the overall agricultural character of the Vale had weakened but
was stable with agri-environment scheme uptake above national average. It
found that there had been some expansion in grassland whereas mixed and
general cropping had declined at the expense of cereal holdings.
¯ Agricultural statistics for the Vale show that between 2000 and 2009 there
were decreases in total farmed area from 66,247 ha to 63,183 ha; a decrease in
the area of crops from 49,354 ha to 47,875 ha and a decrease in grass and uncropped land from 14,331 ha to 12,646 ha. While cattle numbers changed little
there was a 41 per cent drop in numbers of sheep and a 46 per cent drop in the
number of pigs.
9

Lincolnshire Limewoods Project Final Report 2012
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¯ Decreases in farm labour also took place during the period with overall
labour decreasing from 1,771 to 1,526 and the number of principal farmers
dropping from 939 to 824.
¯ The growing of miscanthus energy crops has featured within the area in
recent years.
Settlement and development
¯ There has been some wind turbine development in the NCA. Across most
of the Vale it has not been a significant landscape change, the proximity of
the Lincolnshire Wolds AONB may have deterred larger schemes and some
applications have been refused on landscape grounds. Most installations have
been of individual smaller scale farm based turbines.
¯ CQC assessment of data between 1999 and 2003 found that there had been
a moderately high rate of build outside urban and fringe areas including
commercial and residential development along the M180 corridor. There had
also been residential expansion in the area east of Lincoln, along the A46 to
Market Rasen, and also around Woodhall Spa. The assessment concluded that
development was diverging from the character of the area.
¯ More recently, development has been limited. Larger settlements such as Brigg,
Horncastle, Wragby and Market Rasen have seen in-fill development and some
expansion, though none has been very extensive. Development in and around
villages has been mostly limited to those close to Lincoln.
¯ There has been change in the extent to which the area is ‘intruded on’ from
urban development, noise (primarily traffic noise), and other sources of
visual and auditory intrusion. In the 1990s around 15 per cent of the NCA was
categorised as disturbed by intrusion whereas by 2007 this had increased to
around 28 per cent.
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Semi-natural habitat
¯ CQC assessment of data between 1999 and 2003 concluded that landscape
character had probably enhanced with agri-environment scheme uptake
for annual area features exceeding the national average after 2001. The most
frequent agreements in 2003 were for lowland pastures on neutral/acid soils
(528 ha) and regeneration of grassland/semi-natural vegetation (453 ha).
¯ Area of grassland under annual agri-environment management/maintenance
agreements as of August 2013 totalled around 2,800 ha including management
of permanent grassland with low inputs (1,042 ha) and management of
permanent grassland with very low inputs (809 ha).
¯ The area of land under annual agri-environment grassland creation and
restoration agreements as of August 2013 was around 1,500 ha including 326 ha
of restoration of species rich semi-natural grassland and 487 ha creation of wet
grassland for breeding waders. This latter option has resulted in the creation of
some relatively large wet grassland sites in the Ancholme Valley.
¯ As of August 2013 the area under annual agri-environment lowland heathland
maintenance agreements were 131 ha while 5 ha were under lowland
heathland restoration.
Historic features
¯ Analysis of 1999 to 2003 data suggests that the character of important
aspects of the historic landscape within the Vale had probably been
maintained during this period.
¯ Analysis of agri-environment data shows that between January 2005
and January 2009 take up for of management of archaeological features
on grassland totalled 169 ha while taking archaeological features out of
cultivation totalled 93 ha. More recent data shows little change indicating
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maintenance of features: between January 2009 and August 2013
management of archaeological features on grassland totalled 173 ha while
taking archaeological features out of cultivation totalled 128 ha.
¯ Some enhancement of the historic parkland is indicated by the data with
114 ha under wood pasture and parkland maintenance options between
January 2009 and August 2013 whereas between January 2005 and January
2009 there was none.
¯ The Lincolnshire Limewoods Project which ran from 2005 to 2011 has helped
raised awareness of the heritage asset of these important woodlands.
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Drivers of change
Climate change
Potential pressures from climate change include the following:
¯ An overall increase in temperature as a result of the changing climate may
lead to an increase in river temperatures which could adversely affecting
existing cool water invertebrate and fish species.
¯ Rising sea levels and more frequent storm and heavy rain events may lead to
changes to river morphological and hydraulic characteristics.

Coast and rivers
¯ Biological river water quality and chemical water quality in 1995 was
predominantly excellent according to CQC.

¯ Sea level rise is likely to reduce the extent of fresh water habitat around the
Humber.

¯ It appears that water quality for at least some watercourses within the NCA
has declined. In 2009 the chemical status of the Witham was good; however,
the Ancholme was ‘failing to achieve good10’ with diffuse pollution from
agriculture the key reason for failure11.

¯ A changing climate may lead to changes in species abundance and habitat
preferences which could mean more non-native invasive species but also
could mean increased range and population of some native species.

Minerals
¯ Ongoing extraction of sand and gravel in the area of the Fen Edge Gravels
has changed and continues to change local landscapes from the opencast
mining infrastructure and activity of working sites to the increasing legacy
of water-filled pits.
¯ Since 2007 production levels have dropped reflecting the impact of
the economic downturn with consequentially reduced extraction and
processing activity.
10
11

¯ The potential impacts of climate change may lead alternation in the timings
of seasonal events (phenology), for example, tree budding and coming into
leaf, eggs hatching, animals migrating, and a resulting loss of synchrony
between species.
¯ Generalists species may benefit (through increased competitive advantage)
over specialists - leading to a homogenisation of biodiversity.

River Basin Management Plan, Anglian River Basin District, Annex A: Current state of waters, Environment Agency (2009)
River Basin Management Plan, Humber River Basin District, Environment Agency (2009)

34

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

¯ Increased flooding and water-logging during wetter winters leading to a shift
in community composition in wetland and lowland habitats.
¯ Changes in soil water, both increases and decreases, leading to loss of
elements of soil biota reducing soil function leading to a loss of soil structure,
and changes to nutrient cycling/fixing, and soil carbon storage.
¯ Increased episodic events – precipitation, flow rate, temperature – caused
by extreme events with knock on effects on landscape character. Potential
increased frequency of droughts for example could put some wetland sites
at risk while the lowland heath of the NCA may become more prone to the
risk of fires.
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¯ The introduction of new and different crops and techniques in response to
changing climate which may have consequences for the natural environment
and add to the pressure on soils, water and habitats. Changes in agriculture
could also change the appearance of the landscape.
¯ Increased demands for food security and energy crops which may be in
competition with extensive agriculture and habitat conservation.
¯ Re-intensification of agriculture due to longer growing seasons.
¯ There may be pressure for more flood defence schemes in response to
increased flood risk, however the Environment Agency’s plan to manage
flooding in the Vale includes reducing bank and channel maintenance where
appropriate to improve the flow between the rivers and their flood plains12,
and maximising the potential of the flood plain to retain water to benefit
locations elsewhere in the catchments13.
¯ The Environment Agency plan also includes proposals to reduce flood risk in
Horncastle through storage of water in the flood plain upstream of the town
outside of the NCA which will have benefits to water flow regulation along
the River Bain. This approach to managing flooding will mean that away from
settlements there will be opportunities for flood plain habitat creation as
well as challenges to the farming community in adapting to managing land
prone to more frequent flooding.

12

View across the Ancholme Valley above Worlaby with Scunthorpe steel works on the horizon.

River Witham Catchment Flood Management Plan Summary Report, Environment Agency (2009)
Grimsby and Ancholme Catchment Flood Management Plan Summary Report, Environment
Agency (2009)

13
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Other key drivers
¯ Under the Central Lincolnshire Joint Planning Unit’s Core Strategy (due for
adoption in 2014) some residential growth and a new bypass is planned for
the eastern fringe of Lincoln and some modest growth is planned for Market
Rasen. Further north, Brigg has been identified for some housing growth
within the North Lincolnshire Adopted Core Strategy 2011. Elsewhere within
the Vale there is no major development planned and housing development is
likely to be mainly in-fill within existing settlements.
¯ Green Infrastructure is likely to develop in the future, particularly in relation
to the growth of Lincoln. The Green Infrastructure Strategy for Central
Lincolnshire focuses on linking Lincoln with the wider countryside with the
Witham corridor identified as a key link to the Lincolnshire Limewoods and
the Woodhall Spa area.
¯ Pressure for further sand and gravel extraction continues in the Fen Edge
Gravels at levels dependant on demand for these resources from the
construction industry.
¯ There continues to be pressure for wind farms, particularly in the north of
the NCA and further away from the Lincolnshire Wolds AONB. Pressure to
reduce farm energy costs means smaller scale farm-based installations are
likely to continue.
¯ Ash dieback caused by the fungus Chalara fraxinea could potentially have a
significant impact as ash is a common species in the NCA.
¯ Forestry Commission managed woodlands and plantations are likely to see
some changes: many conifers are coming to harvesting age and FC policy is
to replace conifers with broad leaved trees and the reversion of areas back
to heathland.

Kirkby Moor SSSI.
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Supporting document 3: Analysis supporting Statements of
Environmental Opportunity
The following analysis section focuses on a selection of the key provisioning,
regulating and cultural ecosystem goods and services for this NCA. These
are underpinned by supporting services such as photosynthesis, nutrient
cycling, soil formation and evapo-transpiration. Supporting services perform
an essential role in ensuring the availability of all ecosystem services.

Biodiversity and geodiversity are crucial in supporting the full range of
ecosystem services provided by this landscape. Wildlife and geologicallyrich landscapes are also of cultural value and are included in this section
of the analysis. This analysis shows the projected impact of Statements of
Environmental Opportunity on the value of nominated ecosystem services
within this landscape.

View from Tattershall Castle showing flooded gravel pits.
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Regulating soil quality

Regulating soil erosion

Pollination

Pest regulation

Regulating coastal erosion

Sense of place/inspiration

Sense of history

Tranquility

Recreation

Biodiversity

Geodiversity

***

***

n/a

***

***

***

***

***

***

Regulating water quality

***

Climate regulation

***

Biomass provision

*** *** ***

Genetic diversity

*** *** n/a ***

Water availability

Regulating water flow

SEO 1: Restore natural watercourse and ﬂood plain functionality within the Vale, ensuring no
harm to archaeological assets, and seek habitat creation and linkages and land management
changes through the area, to improve resilience and ecosystem capacity to regulate water
quality, regulate water ﬂow and reduce soil erosion. This will also enhance riverine character,
recreational experience and ecological connectivity.

Timber provision

Statement of Environmental Opportunity

Food provision

Ecosystem Service

SEO 2: Protect and enhance the rural character and tranquillity of the Vale, much valued for
their contribution to sense of place, inspiration and recreation. Ensure that new development is
informed by local assessments, opportunity and mapping studies to help to minimise impact and
maximise environmental gain through good design and appropriate screening, and promote green
infrastructure links to ensure that the surrounding settlements have access to the many recreation
assets which contribute to the health and wellbeing of both residents and visitors.

*

**

**

n/a

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

**

n/a

***

***

***

***

**

**

SEO 3: Manage the valuable ancient lime woodlands, enhance and increase the woodland
and hedgerow network, and seek to restore and recreate heathland and acid grassland,
where appropriate, to strengthen ecological diversity and connectivity, enhance landscape
character, improve soil and water quality, reduce soil erosion, increase carbon storage, and bring
opportunities for timber and biomass provision.

*

***

**

n/a

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

***

n/a

***

***

***

***

***

***

Note: Arrows shown in the table above indicate anticipated impact on service delivery:
= Slight Increase
= No change
= Increase
confidence in projection (*low **medium***high) ° symbol denotes where insufficient information on the likely impact is available.

= Slight Decrease

= Decrease. Asterisks denote

Dark plum = National Importance; Mid plum = Regional Importance; Light plum = Local Importance

38

National Character
Area proﬁle:

44. Central Lincolnshire Vale
Supporting documents
Introduction & Summary

Description

Key facts
and data

Opportunities

Landscape
change

Analysis

Timber provision

Water availability

Genetic diversity

Biomass provision

Climate regulation

Regulating water flow

Regulating soil quality

Regulating soil erosion

Pollination

Pest regulation

Regulating coastal erosion

Sense of place/inspiration

Sense of history

Tranquility

Recreation

Biodiversity

Geodiversity

SEO 4: Improve the environmental sustainability of agriculture within the Vale and enhance
the capacity of natural ecosystems to support the long-term provision of food, improve soil
quality, enhance water quality (especially in the Ancholme basin), provide habitat for pollinators,
enhance farmland habitats and beneﬁt climate regulation.

**

**

**

n/a

**

*** *** ***

***

***

***

***

n/a

***

***

**

**

***

**

SEO 5: Protect and enhance the historic character of the Vale including the monastery sites,
shrunken medieval villages, parklands and villages. Increase awareness of the richness of this
resource, protect it from neglect and physical damage, and ensure that future development
complements and enhances the sense of history.

**

***

**

n/a

***

**

**

**

**

**

n/a

***

***

**

***

**

**

Statement of Environmental Opportunity

Regulating water quality

Food provision

Ecosystem Service

**

**

Note: Arrows shown in the table above indicate anticipated impact on service delivery:
= Slight Increase
= No change
= Increase
confidence in projection (*low **medium***high) ° symbol denotes where insufficient information on the likely impact is available.
* *** ** n/a *** *** *** *** ***
Dark plum = National Importance; Mid plum = Regional Importance; Light plum = Local Importance

= Slight Decrease
***

***

***

n/a

= Decrease. Asterisks denote
***

***

***
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Landscape attribute

Justiﬁcation for selection

A tranquil, rural and sparsely settled
area with little major infrastructure
or urban settlements.

The generally low levels of visual and auditory intrusion mean tranquillity is generally high. Settlements are thinly scattered,
roads are generally quiet while the lack of urban development means night skies are relatively dark. Bardney Limewoods and
parts of the Ancholme Valley are the most tranquil areas.

Woodlands including nationally
important ancient limewoods.

Multiple and interconnecting beneﬁts can be attributed to the woodlands of the Vale, especially the ancient woodlands and the
Bardney Limewoods National Nature Reserve. They are important for timber provision, storage of carbon, sense of place and
history, inspiration, biodiversity and recreation as well as beneﬁtting water and soil regulation services.

Suitability for farming with land
used mostly as arable farmland with
pasture on the heavier clays and
around villages.

The Vale has generally naturally fertile soils a gentle topography, a suitable climate and availability of water. Some of the
impacts of modern commercial agriculture in the Vale, however, impact negatively on established character and the function of
ecosystems such as removal of hedgerows for ﬁeld amalgamation and extensive watercourse modiﬁcation to maximise drainage
and minimise inundation of arable land.

A landscape crossed by many
streams ﬂowing from the Wolds
towards the heavily modiﬁed
courses of the main rivers. High
groundwater, ﬂooded gravel sites,
aquifers, and navigable waterways
are important features.

Water retentive soils linked to mudstone bedrock geology means despite having relatively low rainfall, water is widely available
in the soils. The Vale also has water available from aquifers especially the Lincolnshire Limestone aquifer, a profusion of streams
ﬂowing from the Wolds as well as navigable waterways and ﬂooded gravel pits for recreation.

A landscape with a rich sense
of history. Medieval sites with
remnant ridge and furrow,
deserted medieval villages, and a
cluster of monastic sites close to
the River Witham.

Sense of history comes from the monastic sites, the ancient woodlands especially the Limewoods, the historic villages, towns and
farmsteads and their characteristic vernacular architecture, the parklands as well as the Tudor Tattershall castle. The tranquillity
of the landscape also enhances this attribute of the Vale.
Lincoln Cathedral, although just outside the NCA in the west, provides a landmark across much of the area.
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Landscape attribute

Justiﬁcation for selection

A landscape offering recreational
opportunity associated with its
natural and cultural heritage.

The Vale’s location in close proximity to Lincoln combined with its appealing attributes makes its recreation appeal signiﬁcant.
Recreation assets include the Witham corridor green infrastructure link with Lincoln, close proximity of the Wolds AONB and
the Wolds scarp, the Viking Way long-distance footpath and the range of other walking routes especially those around the
Lincolnshire Limewoods, Woodhall Spa resort, the woodlands and heathlands, the suitability of the topography and network of
quiet lanes for cycling and the heritage assets.

Semi-natural habitat is limited
due to past land use, however
signiﬁcant remnants of lowland
heath survive on the Coversands
and Fen Edge Gravels and the
wider Lincolnshire Limewoods
including Bardney Limewoods
NNR represents England’s biggest
concentration of ancient smallleaved lime-dominated woodland.

Although overall extent of semi-natural habitats is extremely limited the Vale’s remaining habitats display a high diversity. This
ranges from heathland to ancient deciduous woodland to wetland habitats while its farmland habitats are important to farmland
birds. Recent habitat creation in parts of the Vale such as wet grassland within the Ancholme ﬂood plain and woodland creation
within the Lincolnshire Limewoods area has boosted this attribute.

A very varied geology with bedrock
of Jurassic mudstones, almost
entirely covered by a variety of
superﬁcial deposits, largely of
glacial till and with the Wolds scarp
providing an often prominent
boundary to the east.

The Vale has a wide diversity of geology especially its superﬁcial geology and the soils that have arisen. This ranges from the clayey
soils over the main part of the Vale, the sandy soils of the Coversands and Fen Edge Gravels, the lime-rich soils over the chalk of the
Wolds and the peaty soils of the upper Ancholme Valley. Other assets include the Wolds scarp, the Lincolnshire limestone aquifer,
the rich fossil fauna of the bedrock mudstones and the sand and gravel deposits.
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Landscape opportunities
Protect tranquillity through development of well designed green infrastructure
which enables access and enjoyment of the Vale while protecting it from the
potential negative impact of increased use.
Protect sense of place through raising the design quality and appearance of new
and existing development and screen urban and industrial inﬂuences with the
use of substantial and appropriate woodland planting (such as gravel workings)
as well as other means such as use of green roofs.
Enhance the woodlands of the Vale through expansion and linking up of ancient
woodlands especially the Lincolnshire Limewoods, through the enhancement
of Forestry Commission woodland sites to replace harvested conifer crops with
native deciduous woodland as well as heathland habitats where possible.
Enhance the hedgerow network, especially within the main agricultural areas.
Restore and manage hedgerows where they have been lost to strengthen the
historical ﬁeld patterns, as well as to help regulate soil erosion and water quality,
and use hedgerows to link up woodlands and semi- natural habitats.
Plan to signiﬁcantly improve the capacity of natural ecosystems to support the
long-term viability of farming in the Vale through creation of networks of seminatural habitat network across the agricultural landscape through take up of agrienvironment grants and environmentally sustainable farming practices.
Restore and re-connect watercourses and ﬂood plains to enhance their natural
functionality to improve regulation of water quality and ﬂow, reduce soil erosion
and to create wetland habitats and strengthen ecological connectivity. Restore
gravel extraction sites to wetland habitats.

Enhance sense of history through the protection and appropriate management of
historic assets, protecting pasture containing archaeological features (including
ridge and furrow) from conversion to arable use, reducing cultivation damage
to protect archaeology by encouraging best practice such as direct drilling and
shallow tilling and conversion to permanent pasture.
Protect the historical settlement pattern and vernacular character through
informed spatial planning processes to secure high quality design standards in
new development including the appropriate use of traditional building materials.
Enhance recreation provision without impacting adversely on tranquillity,
especially in relation to green infrastructure links from Lincoln, the footpath
network, accessible woodlands and the development of sustainable tourism.
Enhance and expand heathland and associated habitats including grassland on
the Fen Edge Gravels and the Coversands. Plan to restore and create new habitats
throughout the agricultural landscape, especially grassland and wetland habitats
to strengthen ecological linkages and wildlife networks and to beneﬁt delivery of
other ecosystem services.
Manage the exploitation of sand and gravel deposits carefully so that damage
to landscape character, archaeology and existing habitats is minimised and that
landscape, access, geodiversity and biodiversity enhancements are maximised in
well designed restoration schemes such as through the creation of new wetland,
woodland and other habitats.
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Ecosystem service analysis
The following section shows the analysis used to determine key ecosystem service opportunities within the area. These opportunities have been combined with the analysis of
landscape opportunities to create Statements of Environmental Opportunity.
Please note that the following analysis is based upon available data and current understanding of ecosystem services. It does not represent a comprehensive local assessment.
Quality and quantity of data for each service is variable locally and many of the services listed are not yet fully researched or understood. Therefore the analysis and opportunities
may change upon publication of further evidence and better understanding of the inter-relationship between services at a local level.

Service

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Food
provision

Water
availability

This is an important area for food
crops especially cereals.

Regional

Soils

Water availability is generally
naturally high and available for
supporting spray irrigation of crops.

Arable production remains the
mainstay of agricultural activity
across the area. While water
availability is generally high there is
still the need to plan for the longterm availability of this resource
through management measures
such as rainwater harvesting and
water storage.

Encouraging uptake of sustainable
agricultural practice and agrienvironment schemes which beneﬁt the
natural environment and which help to
maintain viable agricultural production.

Principal
services offered
by opportunities

Farmland covered 77 per cent of
the total NCA area in 2009. Arable
agriculture predominates with 46
per cent of farmland used for cereal
production and 30 per cent for
other crops particularly oil seed,
which has increased signiﬁcantly
in recent years, while 20 per cent is
grass and uncropped land.
Less than 1 per cent of soils are
classed as Grade 1, 14 per cent is
Grade 2 and 80 per cent is classed
as Grade 3 and less than 1 per cent
is Grade 4.

14

Agri-environment schemes can
enhance a range of ecosystem services
of beneﬁt to agricultural production14.

Food provision
Sense of place /
inspiration
Sense of history

Carefully considering the timing
and impact of agricultural and land
management activities on vulnerable
soils and under vulnerable soil
conditions especially when wet. Also
encourage the use of low pressure
machinery.

Regulating soil
quality
Regulating water
quality
Biodiversity

Raising the organic matter content
within some soil types can improve
their ability to retain nutrients and
make them available to food crops.
An increased organic content can also
beneﬁt soil structure for some soil
types, increasing drought resilience
and increasing the value of the niche
for many soil-dwelling fauna.

Encourage measures which secure
the use of water storage and
rainwater harvesting.

Climate regulation

Encourage management measures
that increase organic matter levels in
soils to increase fertility and drought
resistance and the use of arable leys
in arable crop rotations.

Ecosystem services from Environmental Stewardship that beneﬁt agricultural production, Natural England Commissioned Reports, Number 102, Food and Environment Research Agency (2012)
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Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Timber
provision

Woodland and
plantations
Trees

State
Total woodland cover in
2011 was 6,273 ha, 8 per cent
of total area. 4,074 ha was
broadleaved and 1,646 ha
coniferous. The main areas
of woodland are Bardney
Limewoods and on the sandy
soils of the Coversands and
the Fen Edge Gravels.
Forestry Commission
managed woodlands are
signiﬁcant in the NCA with
large coniferous plantations
on former heathland sites
around Market Rasen
and to a lesser extent by
Woodhall Spa. There are
also some coniferous and
mixed Forestry Commission
plantations within the
Lincolnshire Limewoods area
on sites of former ancient
woodland. Much of this
resource is approaching
harvesting age.

Description

Main
beneﬁciary
Regional

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

New woodland planting in the NCA
would increase opportunities for timber
provision. Planting would need to be
sensitively carried out to enhance sense
of place and biodiversity, retain rare
species of ﬂora and fauna and minimise
conﬂict with food production.

Increase native woodland planting
to provide a potential source of
commercial timber as well as to
enhance landscape character and
ecosystem services.

Timber Provision

Seek opportunities for woodland
planting within green infrastructure
and relating to new development
and the urban fringe, especially in
relation to Lincoln.

Biodiversity

Woodland opportunity mapping
guidance has been produced for the
East Midlands which provides detailed
guidance on woodland creation
opportunities within the area.
Tree planting can beneﬁt other
ecosystem services including those
which underpin food provision.
For example tree planting on soils
vulnerable to erosion and alongside
watercourses will help regulate
soil quality, water quality, ﬂow and
availability.

Seek opportunities to incorporate
tree planting in places where
beneﬁts to other ecosystem services
will be maximised such as within
farmland areas to regulate soil and
water quality and within ﬂood plains
to regulate ﬂood ﬂows.

Climate regulation
Water regulation

Sense of place /
inspiration
Biomass energy
Sense of history
Regulating soil
quality
Regulating water
quality
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Service

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Water
availability

Geology – soils
and aquifers
Rivers and
watercourses
Waterbodies

State
The Lincolnshire Limestone
aquifer underlies most of the
NCA. It is regionally important
for supply of water in the area,
mostly for public water supply,
but also for spray irrigation,
other farm use and industry as
well as supporting the base ﬂow
of watercourses and surface
water features. Large demands
are placed on the aquifer to
meet public water supply
demands and resources are fully
committed to existing users and
the environment15.
The predominant boulder
clay derived soils underlain by
mudstone bedrock mean soil
water availability is generally
naturally high.
On average, abstraction may be
available for 222 days per year
from the River Witham and the
River Bain16 and for 135 days per
year from the River Ancholme.
Continued on next page...

15
16

Description

Main
beneﬁciary
Regional

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

Low ﬂow levels are detrimental to the
biodiversity of the rivers.

Maintain ecological ﬂow levels
in watercourses by managing
abstractions carefully.

Water availability

Seek to reduce existing levels
of licensed abstraction by
working with licensees to
manage abstraction needs and
encourage uptake of sustainable
approaches to help reduce
demand through for example
in-situ rainwater harvesting, inﬁeld water conservation and less
water demanding agriculture and
generally through more efﬁcient use
of water in all uses.

Regulating water
ﬂow

Rainfall within the NCA is relatively low –
much current land uses persist because
of abstraction while rainwater collection
and storage and changes in farming
systems and land use can reduce the
need for abstraction and would better
enable farms to deal with increased
temperatures and droughts and reduced
abstraction availability.
Increases in semi-natural habitats,
grassland and woodland will improve
water inﬁltration increasing ground
water stocks.
Availability of water within the
Lincolnshire Limestone aquifer is
dependent on rainwater recharging
where it outcrops west of the NCA.

Seek opportunities where feasible to
create new habitat areas to slow the
ﬂow of water across the landscape
to increase inﬁltration and ground
water stocks.

The TWA scheme has a major impact
on water availability in the Ancholme
catchment, helping meet the needs
of a number of large abstractions and
maintaining water levels. Anglian Water
Services abstract water from the river at

In both rural and urban areas, adapt
existing drainage schemes and
design new sustainable drainage
schemes to maximise inﬁltration
and recharge aquifers and ground
water to help maintain river levels.

Biodiversity

Regulating water
quality
Food provision
Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating soil
quality
Recreation
Sense of place /
inspiration
Geodiversity

Grimsby, Ancholme and Louth Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy, Environment Agency (2013)
Witham Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy, Environment Agency (2013)
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Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

State

Description

Main
beneﬁciary

Key facts
and data

Opportunities

Landscape
change

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

Cadney for public water supply while
Brigg power station uses signiﬁcant
amounts. Employing sustainable
measures to enhance water availability
within the Ancholme catchment while
reducing abstraction needs will reduce
reliance on this scheme.

Work with the Environment
Agency and others to plan for more
sustainable availability of water
within the NCA such as encouraging
water storage and rainwater
harvesting.

N/A

N/A

... continued from previous page

Water
availability
cont.

The Trent Witham Ancholme
Surface Water Transfer Scheme
(TWA) transfers water from the
Trent to the Witham via the
Fossdyke and into the Ancholme
via pumping at Short Ferry into
Toft Newton Reservoir. This
meets demand for public water
supply and industrial uses
within the Ancholme Valley as
well as spray irrigation licences.
The Fen Edge Gravels provide a
locally important groundwater
resource with potential
opportunities for consumptive
abstraction.

Genetic
diversity

N/A

N/A

N/A

Analysis

N/A
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Service
Biomass
energy

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Woodlands
Miscanthus
Short rotation
coppice (SRC)
Soils
Grassland

State
Existing woodland coverage at
8 per cent means there is some
potential for biomass energy
production.
The yield potential for
miscanthus is high throughout
the area and it is currently grown
at several locations.
The yield potential for SRC is
generally medium throughout
the area.

Description

Main
beneﬁciary
Local

Opportunities

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
Analysis

Opportunities

There is potential for the biomass
provision through bringing woodlands
into management, particularly coppice
management of deciduous woodland
and as a by-product of commercial
timber production.

Expand the area of native
woodland and bring woodlands
into coppice management,
generating a local supply of
biomass.

Biomass energy

Plant biomass crops where
they do not adversely impact
on semi-natural habitats and
the character of the NCA,
for example where they can
complement existing riverside
vegetation or around urban
areas where they can help
screen urban intrusion.

Regulating water
ﬂow

Care is required in the siting of energy
crops to avoid adverse impacts on
landscape character and biodiversity;
however the gently undulating
topography of the NCA means plantings
of SRC and miscanthus can be sensitively
accommodated.
Planting of miscanthus, SRC as well as
trees in ﬂood plains can help alleviate
ﬂood risk.
There may be potential for using silage
cropped from grassland to generate
biogas17.

17

Key facts
and data

Incorporate growing of biomass
crops and woodland with the
reinstatement of active ﬂood
plains.

Climate regulation
Biodiversity

Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating soil
quality
Water availability

Seek opportunities for grassland
harvesting to produce biogas.

Wetlands West Annual Report 2009/10, Appendix C
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Service
Climate regulation

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Soils, especially
peaty soils and those
established under
permanent vegetation.

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The soils over most of the NCA have a low
carbon content (0–5 per cent) especially
under continuous arable farming where
cultivation and drainage has led to loss of
organic content.

Local

Cultivation of undisturbed
habitats results in a rapid loss
of soil carbon.

Protect remaining
undisturbed habitats
and permanent
vegetation from
cultivation.

Trees and woodland
There are scattered pockets with a
high carbon content (5–50 per cent) are
associated with heathland areas and
areas once covered by wetland habitat
in the valley ﬂoors including the area of
’loamy and sandy soils with naturally high
groundwater and a peaty surface’ which
cover 4 per cent of the NCA in the upper
Ancholme valley. These thin remnants
of former peat coverings have largely
oxidised away as a result of drainage and
cultivation, although some pockets of
deeper peats may remain. These soils are
at high risk of further peat loss (therefore
soil carbon loss) through wind erosion.
Higher soil carbon content is found
under remaining semi-natural habitats,
woodlands and areas of permanent
pasture where organic-rich soils
have been able to develop under the
undisturbed vegetation.
Carbon will also be locked up in the
woodlands of the NCA.

For the loamy and sandy soils
with a peaty surface in the
upper Ancholme Valley, soil
carbon loss can be reduced
through changes in land
management, including
establishing permanent
vegetation, raising water levels
and reducing tillage. Use of
nurse crops and windbreaks
can reduce wind erosion on
cultivated land.
Reducing drainage and tillage,
increases soil capacity to store
carbon while land managed
under organic arrangements
tends to have higher soil
organic carbon content.
Raising soil organic matter
also increases the water
holding capacity of soils and
thus resilience to drought
conditions.
Continued on next page...

Encourage management
measures which will
protect loss of soil
carbon especially
from the peaty soils of
the upper Ancholme
Valley and generally
encourage agricultural
management measures
that increase soil
organic matter levels on
all soils.

Climate Regulation
Biodiversity
Regulating water
ﬂow
Regulating water
quality
Biomass energy
Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating soil
quality
Water availability

Where appropriate seek
to increase the cover of
permanent vegetation
including woodlands,
semi-natural habitats,
permanent pasture and
other non cultivation
agricultural land uses
to improve the capacity
of the NCA to store
carbon.

Sense of place /
inspiration
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Service
Climate regulation
cont.

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

... continued from previous page
Increasing the cover of permanent
vegetation in the NCA including
pasture, woodland and semi-natural
habitats will increase soil organic
matter content and carbon storage
while more carbon will be stored
within the timber of increased
woodland cover.

Plan for opportunities
for carbon
sequestration through
the restoration of
former mineral
extraction sites and
elsewhere through
creation of suitable
wetland and other
habitats.
Promote the role of the
natural environment in
helping to secure a low
carbon economy.
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Service
Regulating
water
quality

Assets/attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Woodlands and
woodland soils
Permanent
grassland and
semi-natural
habitats,
especially where
they lie close to
watercourses
Hedgerows

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The whole of the NCA is within a
nitrate vulnerable zone. Priority
catchment sensitive farming
zones extend into the far north
east and far south of the NCA
though no rivers are included.

Regional

Arable agriculture is the main land use
across the NCA. Diffuse pollution from
agriculture is considered to be one of
the issues for water quality failures in
the Ancholme catchment19. Furthermore
physical modiﬁcation of natural
watercourses proﬁle has limited their
ecological potential.

Work with the farming community
to ensure in-ﬁeld soil analysis on a
landscape scale affords a reduction
in rates of phosphate transferred
into the NCA’s watercourses
while also reducing the current
expenditure of farm businesses.
Also seek to reduce agrochemical
inputs through greater use of
crops with lower requirements,
conversion of arable to pasture
(especially alongside watercourses).

The River Ancholme and its
tributaries have generally poor
ecological status/potential,
though the Rase is of moderate
status. The chemical status of the
Ancholme is ‘failing to achieve
good’.

The chemical status for
groundwater for most of
the NCA has largely been
unassessed due to unproductive
strata but in the west of the NCA
status is generally good18.

19

Opportunities

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities

The Witham and its tributaries
have generally moderate
ecological status/potential
though the Barlings Eau is poor.
The chemical status of the
Witham is good.18

18

Description

Regulation of the water quality of the River
Ancholme is especially important as it drains
directly into the internationally important
habitat site of the Humber Estuary.
The main soil type of the NCA can pose
a risk to water quality due to poor water
inﬁltration potentially causing run-off
from farmland and diffuse pollution to
water courses from applied manures and
agrochemicals.
Within the Ancholme Valley there
is generally low run-off risk but the
prevalence of watercourses, drainage
ditches and localised ﬂooding means there
is a risk of diffuse pollution from applied
manures, ﬁne sediment or agrochemicals.
Also the susceptibility of the cultivated
peaty soils in the upper Ancholme Valley
to wind erosion means there is a pollution
risk to watercourses from organic matter,
sediment and agrochemicals.

Seek opportunities where feasible
to re-naturalise sections of the River
Ancholme and its ﬂood plain to
improve its ecology and enhance
water quality.

Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Biodiversity
Regulating soil
quality
Sense of place /
inspiration
Geodiversity

Seek opportunities where feasible
to convert arable land to other
appropriate uses throughout the
NCA to enhance water quality
especially in the Ancholme Valley
including opportunities to re-wet
areas and establish permanent
vegetation.
Continued on next page...

River Basin Management Plan, Humber River Basin District, Annex A: Current state of waters, Environment Agency (2009)
River Basin Management Plan, Humber River Basin District, Environment Agency (2009)
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Opportunities
... continued from previous page
Expand the network of semi-natural
wetland habitats, woodland, hedgerows and
grassland adjacent to watercourses, ﬁeld
drains and waterbodies to capture sediment
and nutrients.
Adapt existing drainage schemes and
design new sustainable drainage schemes
to incorporate habitats to purify water.
Design these in conjunction with green
infrastructure.
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Assets/attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Regulating
water ﬂow

Rivers and river
channels
Functioning
ﬂood plains and
their wetland
habitats
Geomorphology
and generally
gentle
topography
Other seminatural habitats
Woodlands, tree
belts and dense
hedgerows
Extensively
grazed
permanent
grasslands
Soils with high
organic matter

Description

Opportunities

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The NCA is crossed by many
streams ﬂowing from the Wolds
towards the heavily modiﬁed
courses of the main rivers: the
straight course of the canalised
River Ancholme which ﬂows
north into the Humber and
River Witham which ﬂows south
to The Wash.

Local

The main soil type of the NCA tends to have
poor water inﬁltration due to clay subsurface
layers with potential for rapid water run-off. It
requires management techniques to maintain
good structure and improve water inﬁltration
on farmland such as careful planning of
cultivations, minimum tillage, sensitive grazing
and techniques to avoid compaction and to
build up organic matter levels.

Where feasible seek
opportunities to re-store and
re-naturalise some sections
of the rivers, watercourses
and ﬂood plains of the NCA
in conjunction with changes
in farming practices and
environmental enhancement.

The current extent of seminatural habitats and permanent
vegetation cover within the
catchments is very limited
which limits water inﬁltration
rates however, the woodland
cover of 6,273 ha or 8 per cent
of the NCA area in 2011 will
provide some beneﬁt.
Precipitation rates are relatively
low in this NCA compared to
the national average, however
because most of it is underlain
by non-porous mudstones,
rainwater inﬁltration is limited,
surface run-off and surface
water ﬂooding can be issues
and surface water and sewer
ﬂooding has occurred in Middle
Rasen and Market Rasen20.

Creating permanent vegetation including
semi-natural habitat, woodland and grassland
beneﬁts water ﬂow regulation by increasing
inﬁltration, in intercepting run-off ﬂows from
arable land and built up areas and in slowing
down the ﬂow of ﬂood waters.
Low population levels mean relatively few
people and properties are at direct risk of
ﬂooding; however, much agricultural land is
within the Ancholme ﬂood plain. Current ﬂood
protection measures primarily protect large
areas of arable farmland from regular inundation
though this approach has impacted on natural
river and ﬂood plain ecology and function. EA’s
preferred strategy is to reduce bank and channel
maintenance where appropriate and help to
improve the ﬂow between the river and its
ﬂood plain21. This will mean an increase in the
frequency of future ﬂooding and there will be a
need to ensure future land management is able
to adapt to these conditions.

Continued on next page...
20

Key facts
and data

Grimsby and Ancholme Catchment Flood Management Plan Summary Report, Environment Agency (2009)

21

Explore opportunities to
sustainably use wetland
habitats for food provision.
For example, using ﬂood plain
grazing marsh for cattle.

Regulating water
ﬂow
Biodiversity
Regulating water
quality
Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating soil
quality
Climate regulation

Reduce run-off from
agricultural land and where
feasible instigate measures to
slow ﬂood ﬂows at times of
ﬂooding to reduce ﬂood risk
downstream while reducing
erosion from the peaty soils
in this area to beneﬁt water
quality (see below).

Recreation
Geodiversity
Sense of place /
inspiration

Seek opportunities where
appropriate to enhance
woodland creation, tree belts
and dense hedgerows as well
as semi-natural habitats and
areas of grassland to increase
water inﬁltration and impede
cross land ﬂows.

River Witham Catchment Flood Management Plan Summary Report, Environment Agency (2009)
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... continued from previous page
The main sources of ﬂood
risk within the Ancholme’s
catchment are from river
ﬂooding from the Rasen in
Market Rasen, the Ancholme
in Brigg, and the impact of the
Ancholme not being able to
ﬂow freely to the sea at high
tide at South Ferriby while the
breaching of the Ancholme’s
embankments could cause rapid
ﬂooding across its ﬂood plain.

In the upper Ancholme valley EA’s aim is to
manage ﬂood risk by maximising the potential
of the ﬂood plain to retain water to beneﬁt
locations elsewhere in the catchment.
Measures proposed to reduce ﬂood risk in
Horncastle include storage of water in the
ﬂood plain upstream of the town and outside
of the NCA. This will have beneﬁts to water
ﬂow regulation along the River Bain in the
NCA.

Currently the main sources of
ﬂood risk within the Witham’s
catchment in the NCA include
river ﬂooding from the Bain in
Horncastle.
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Opportunities
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and data

Landscape
change
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main
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to service

State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Soil type,
geological
processes

There are eight main soilscape
types in this NCA, the most
signiﬁcant by area being:

Regional

Organic matter

¯ Soil A - Slowly permeable

Soil quality is closely linked to organic matter
content. Allowing permanent vegetation to
establish and minimising cultivation enables
organic matter build up and soil quality to be
maintained and enhanced.

For soil A, employ land
management practices which
minimise the negative impacts
of soil structural deterioration
to avoid compaction, poaching
or puddling soils. Also employ
management techniques to
maintain or improve water
inﬁltration and build up organic
matter levels.

Permanent
vegetation and
semi natural
habitat.
Woodland and
hedgerows

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities

seasonally wet slightly acid
but base-rich loamy and
clayey soils (51 per cent),
the main soil type which
has developed from the
underlying boulder clay.
This soil has impeded
drainage, is of moderate
natural fertility and has a
loamy texture. The types of
semi-natural habitats which
develop on this soil include
seasonally wet pastures
and woodlands.

¯ Soil B - The naturally wet
very acid sandy and loamy
soils (17 per cent) which
have developed over the
Coversands and the Fen
Edge Gravels. This soil has
very low fertility and has
a sandy texture. The type
of semi-natural habitats
which develop on this soil
includes mixed dry and wet
lowland heath habitats.

The organic matter content of soils under
cultivation can be built up using techniques
which include the addition of organic waste
and the use of green manure crops combined
with minimum tillage techniques.
Exploring ways to increase the cover of
permanent vegetation where feasible in
the NCA including pasture, woodland and
semi-natural habitats will increase soil organic
matter content.
Soil A is easily damaged when wet so there is
a need to minimise compaction and capping
risk which can cause and exacerbate run-off
problems. Careful timing of activities is required
to reduce this likelihood. Increasing organic
matter levels can help reduce these problems.
Soil B is easily worked but has a weak structure
which can be easily damaged by cultivation
and grazing. Topsoil compaction can occur as
well as cultivation pans. Depletion of organic
matter through cultivation can reduce the
stability of this soil type and make it more
vulnerable to wind erosion and water erosion
with consequent impacts on water quality.
Additions of organic matter can increase
stability where cultivated.

For soil B, ensure that good
structural conditions are
maintained where under
cultivation by employing
practices which build soil organic
matter levels. Also consider use
of wind breaks and other wind
erosion control measures. Seek
opportunities to convert arable
land to permanent vegetation
especially where beneﬁts to
other ecosystem services can be
maximised.

Regulating soil
quality
Food provision
Climate regulation
Regulating water
ﬂow
Regulating soil
erosion
Biodiversity
Sense of place /
inspiration

Work with land managers
to improve the timing of
agricultural activities on
vulnerable soils and under
vulnerable soil conditions
especially when wet. Also
encourage use of low pressure
machinery.
Continued on next page...
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Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities
... continued from previous page
Encourage management
measures that increase soil
organic matter levels and
measures to reduce levels
of cultivation, such as direct
drilling, to protect soil structure
and conditions for soil
fauna and to increase water
inﬁltration.
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Regulating
soil erosion

Assets/
attributes:
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Semi- natural
habitats,
woodland,
riparian
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Gentle
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pasture on
sloping land
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Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

While the majority of the
soils within this NCA are not
susceptible to erosion soil B of
the Coversands and Fen Edge
Gravels is at risk of wind erosion
when dry and is also easily
eroded if heavily trafﬁcked or
after heavy rain.

Local

The erosion of soil impacts on many other
ecosystem services particular to the water
services, soil quality and climate change.

Seek opportunities to re-wet areas of
peaty soils and establish permanent
vegetation cover such as wet
grassland to prevent wind erosion.

Lime-rich loamy and clayey soils
in the Horncastle area (covering
7 per cent of the NCA) have
impeded drainage and are easily
compacted by machinery or
livestock if accessed when wet,
increasing risks of water erosion.
In the upper Ancholme Valley are
found loamy and sandy soils with
naturally high groundwater and
a peaty surface (covering 4 per
cent of the NCA) which are at low
risk of water erosion but high risk
of wind erosion and peat erosion
with consequent soil carbon loss.
The steep slopes of the Wolds
escarpment are generally covered
in shallow lime-rich soils which
are sometimes unstable and
prone to loss through erosion
particularly where cultivated or
bare soil is exposed.

Assets that assist in combating soil
erosion are very similar to those
that assist in water inﬁltration and
reducing cross land water ﬂows. Better
management of soils to combat erosion
will lead to improvements in water
quality and water ﬂow.
Erosion of organic matter from soils reduces
soil carbon levels impacting on climate
regulation. Soil B and the peaty soils of the
upper Ancholme are particularly at risk of
this.
Woodlands, tree belts and dense
hedgerows increase water inﬁltration,
impede cross land ﬂows, and shelter
from wind erosion. Semi-natural habitats
and grassland also serve to reduce soil
erosion. Grass buffer strips in areas of
arable production intercept surface water
run-off thereby reducing soil erosion risk.
Wind erosion to peaty soils can also be
controlled by rewetting.
Building up organic matter in soils
reduces the chance of compaction and
therefore erosion on susceptible soils.

For lime-rich loamy and clayey
soils with impeded drainagework with landowners and
managers to improve the timing
of agricultural activities under wet
conditions. Also encourage use of
low pressure machinery.
For the shallow lime-rich soils of the
wolds escarpment – seek to protect
existing pasture and permanent
vegetation cover, seeking
opportunities to convert existing
land under cultivation to permanent
pasture (avoiding overgrazing),
woodland or semi- natural habitat.

Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating water
quality
Biodiversity
Sense of place /
inspiration
Regulating soil
quality
Food provision
Geodiversity

Generally promote good soil
management to minimise risk
and impacts of erosion such
as by establishing sensitive
grazing regimes and by avoiding
cultivating steep slopes, reducing
the intensity of cultivation,
establishing permanent ground
cover, increasing ﬁeld margins
and buffer strips, increasing soil
organic matter and avoiding
compaction.
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Analysis

Opportunities

There are 1,030 ha of non
woodland semi-natural priority
habitat within the NCA including
736 ha of lowland heathland
and 170 ha of lowland meadow.
These provide important habitats
for pollinating insects, as do
the small-leaved lime-dominant
ancient woodlands, species rich
hedgerows, road verges, ﬁeld
margins and gardens.

Local

Pollinators play a vital role in food
provision in this area, in the pollinating
of oilseed rape for example, but research
shows signiﬁcant declines in the
abundance, range and diversity of many
pollinator species nationally22.

Enhance habitat networks for
pollinator species within the
agricultural landscape with
particular emphasis on increasing
the network of unimproved
ﬂower rich grasslands across the
bulk of the clay vale.

Semi-natural habitats tend
to be restricted to particular
areas (such as heathland within
the Coversands and Fen Edge
Gravels where crop growing is
not so signiﬁcant), and are not
interspersed within the agricultural
landscape. In the main crop
growing areas the habitats for
pollinating insects are likely to be
very limited.
Most farmland is used for growing
crops, most of which is for cereal
production not requiring insect
pollination, however there are
signiﬁcant areas of crops grown
which do require pollinators
including oilseeds which covered
9,142 ha in 2009, 11 per cent of total
NCA area.

22

Opportunities

A strong and widespread pollinator
population will support production of
a wide variety of food products and
productivity levels in this NCA sustaining a
diversity of food provision into the future.
Away from the localised concentrations
of semi-natural habitats and the ancient
lime woodlands the network of pollinator
habitats is very limited within the
agricultural landscape and this limits
the ability for pollinators to supply this
service to a signiﬁcant level.
Increases in habitat for pollinators in
arable areas through creation of seminatural habitats, increases in ﬂoristically
enhanced ﬁeld margins, new and
enhanced hedgerows and appropriate
road verge management will increase
delivery of this service.
Some traditional farming systems can
beneﬁt pollinators such as bumble bees
because they use rotations involving
legumes such as clover.

Encourage use of nectar and
forage mixes in arable land
and planting of species rich
hedgerows as well as the take
up of agri-environment schemes
which ﬂoristically enhance ﬁeld
margins and hedgerow habitats,
to increase the availability of
nectar sources in proximity to
food crops requiring pollination.

Pollination
Pest regulation
Biodiversity
Sense of place /
inspiration
Food provision

Work with landowners to protect,
manage and enhance existing
pollinator habitats including road
verges and green spaces. Manage
them for structural diversity and
allow ﬂowering plants to ﬂower
and set seed.
Encourage the principles of
organic management of land to
favour pollinators.

Bees and other pollinators: their value and health in England. Review of policy and evidence, Defra (2013)
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Pest
regulation

Semi-natural
habitats
Hedgerows and
ﬁeld margins
Roadside verges
Gardens

Description

Opportunities
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Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The habitats in the area
support a variety of
species, such as beetles,
which can regulate the
populations of pests such
as aphids, however, as
above, these habitats are
very limited across the
agricultural landscape
and consequently the
diversity and spread of
pest regulating species
and the capacity for
natural pest regulation
will be limited.

Local

Natural pest predation and regulation is
an important ecosystem service for food
provision. A healthy diversity and network
of habitats which support pest regulating
species such as invertebrates, birds and
mammals throughout the agricultural
landscape will reduce reliance on pesticides
in crop production with knock on beneﬁts to
biodiversity and pollination services.

Protect semi-natural habitats and
seek opportunities to create new
semi-natural habitats, species rich
hedgerows and wider ﬁeld margins
close to areas of agricultural
production to create a network of
habitats for pest regulating species.

Pest regulation

Encourage take up of agrienvironment schemes especially
those to enhance ﬁeld margins and
hedgerow habitats and support
management and creation of
meadows.

Sense of place /
inspiration

Improving the network of semi-natural habitats
and linkages between them through creation
of new areas of habitat, hedgerow planting and
appropriate management of existing habitats
and hedgerows will beneﬁt pest regulating
species.
Pesticides and tillage can reduce the
abundance and diversity of natural enemies
of pests which require refuges free from
disturbance.

Pollination
Biodiversity
Food provision

Encourage land management
which reduces pesticide use and
cultivation such as organic farming
and pasture.
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landscape
Woodlands
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farmsteads and villages
Landform
Semi-natural habitats
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and data

Landscape
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offered by
opportunities
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Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Elements of the Vale landscape
that help give it its sense
of place which visitors and
residents are likely to value
and gain inspiration from most
include:

Local

Habitats and landscape features have
been lost through modern commercial
agricultural practices which dominates
the landscape of the Vale, diminishing
established sense of place.

Maximise uptake of agrienvironment schemes to
protect, manage and enhance
historic and landscape features
thereby protecting and
enhancing sense of place.

Sense of place /
inspiration

Carefully control new
development by locating it
within existing settlements.
Ensure the location, form and
design of new development be
guided by landscape character
assessment objectives,
village design guidance and
design briefs including use of
characteristic materials.

Recreation

¯ Its rural tranquillity and
lack of urban inﬂuence
with its sparse settlement
pattern linked by the
network of quiet lanes.

¯ The woodlands, especially
the ancient woodlands
of the Lincolnshire
Limewoods including
Bardney Limewoods
NNR, the Forestry
Commission woodlands
and well-managed publicly
accessible plantations.

¯ The sites of ancient abbeys
and deserted medieval
settlements.

¯ The brick and pantile
villages and farmsteads.

¯ The Wolds escarpment
and the extensive views
over the Vale it provides.

The settlement pattern and tranquil
qualities of the Vale can be protected
through the careful control and
design of new development.
The intrinsic sense of place of the
Coversands and Fen Edge Gravels can
be enhanced through the managed
conversion of coniferous plantations
back to heathland and native woodland
habitats.
The former natural character of the
watercourses and ﬂood plains has
been almost completely lost through
the very extensive modiﬁcations
with consequent impacts on other
ecosystem services.
A small part of the inspiring landscape of
the adjoining Wolds AONB crosses into
the NCA. Its proximity is likely to help
preserve the deeply rural character of
the Vale and keep major development
at bay. Building on the links the Vale has
with the Wolds is likely to strengthen
public appreciation of its landscape.

Tranquillity
Biodiversity

Sense of history
Regulating water
ﬂow

Work with the Forestry
Commission to maximise
opportunities for heathland
and native woodland
restoration on plantation sites.
Seek opportunities for recreating active ﬂood plains and
ﬂood plain habitats, including
appropriate restoration of sand
and gravel extraction sites, to
help deﬁne the rivers, the ﬂood
plains and strengthen sense of
place.

Continued on next page...
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... continued from previous page
Ash dieback Chalara fraxinea may
have a signiﬁcant impact on sense
of place with ash being a common
species in the Vale.

Raise awareness of the
Vale’s assets and links with
the AONB, to raise the value
people place on them to
help protect and enhance
the area.
Plan for a landscape
depleted of ash by planting
replacement characteristic
tree species.
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Sense of
history

Archaeological and
historic features
The widespread medieval
earthworks of former
villages and religious
establishments
The villages and towns,
churches and the local
vernacular
Ancient woodlands

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The aspects of history that
are likely to be most evident
to the general public are
the numerous deserted and
shrunken medieval villages
like Spridlington, and the
profusion of former monastic
sites such as Tupholme and
Barlings as well as the area’s
traditional buildings with a
local vernacular of brick and
clay tile, the distinctive Tudor
red brick tower of Tattershall
Castle and the old stone
churches of the villages.

Regional

The earthworks of the shrunken
villages and monasteries as well as
ridge and furrow provide a tangible
link to the medieval landscape but are
highly vulnerable to ploughing while
management under permanent pasture
will help preserve them.

Protect existing pasture with
archaeological features,
including ridge and furrow,
from conversion to arable use,
seek opportunities to protect
buried archaeology through
reversion of arable land to
pasture and reduce cultivation
damage by encouraging direct
drilling and shallow tilling.

Sense of history

Protect and enhance ancient
woodlands, improve their
management and raise
awareness of them.

Geodiversity

The numerous ancient
woodlands of the Vale also
contribute to the sense of
history, especially the Bardney
Limewoods and wider
Lincolnshire Limewoods
which may have been
continuously wooded since
the end of the last ice age.

Ancient woodlands are important parts
of the historic landscape, forming much
of the remaining fragments of land which
has seen permanent vegetation cover
and undisturbed soils for hundreds, even
thousands of years with some, like the
Bardney and Lincolnshire Limewoods,
providing a link back to the original
wildwood that covered the UK. They
are reservoirs of archaeology, economic
history and wildlife, and a source of
inspiration for local culture and folklore.
Care is needed in the planning of
new development in the villages and
settlements of the Vale to prevent
erosion of sense of history.
Some of the impacts of modern agriculture
have been negative on the historic
character of the NCA; such as the removal
of hedgerows, neglect of farm buildings
and other traditional farmland features.
Continued on next page...

Recreation
Sense of place /
inspiration
Tranquillity
Biodiversity

Protect the historic settlement
pattern and vernacular
architectural character
through informed planning
and development control
including requiring the use of
traditional building materials
and architecture in new
developments.
Protect and enhance elements of
the historic farmland landscape
including existing hedgerows,
replanting hedgerows
where they have been lost
to strengthen historical ﬁeld
patterns and restoring traditional
farm buildings.
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... continued from previous page
Promotion and interpretation of the
historic assets of the NCA such as will raise
awareness and understanding and lead to
greater demand for their protection.
The extraction of sand and gravel
resources of the Fen Edge Gravels enables
discovery of buried archaeology but also
permanently destroys historical features.

Promote wider awareness
of the historic environment
to encourage its enjoyment,
understanding and protection
and where possible provide
improved public access to
sites of historic interest.
Plan sand and gravel workings
carefully to ensure that
valuable historical assets are
protected.
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Tranquillity is a signiﬁcant feature
of this NCA, with 71 per cent
of the area in 2007 classiﬁed
as undisturbed – from urban
development, noise (primarily
trafﬁc noise), and other sources of
visual and auditory intrusion.

Regional

Tranquil countryside is highly valued by
the public with safeguarding tranquillity
levels being important for well-being,
quality of life and the rural economy.

Protect and enhance
tranquillity through
inﬂuencing land
use, transport and
development decisions in
the NCA.

The most tranquil areas are within
the Ancholme Valley and in the
Bardney Forest area.
The Vale still retains a sense of
remoteness, shared with much of
Lincolnshire, and it is valued for
its peace and tranquillity. This is
provided by its thinly scattered
population, sparse network of
quiet minor roads and general lack
of urban development. In turn
skies are largely unaffected by light
pollution at night.
Intrusion in the NCA comes from
the M180 and Brigg power station
in the north, the A-roads that cross
the area further south, while there
is further local disturbance around
the mineral extraction sites of the
Fen Edge Gravels. Also in the north
some visual intrusion comes from
Scunthorpe’s steelworks and the
cement works by the Humber.

The main threats to tranquillity include
urban and peri-urban development and
road trafﬁc.
A sense of tranquillity is most likely to
be associated with the areas of ancient
woodland that occur around Bardney,
as well as along the undeveloped
stretches of rivers and streams and
within and surrounding the area’s more
remote villages.
The AONB seeks to keep the Vale tranquil
and ensure major development does not
have negative impact of the landscape
character through its management and
Management Plan policies.
There has been change in the extent to
which the area is ‘intruded on’. In the
1960s only 4 per cent of the area was
categorised as disturbed. By the 1990s
this had risen to around 15 per cent and
by 2007 to around 28 per cent.
Visual intrusion from sand and gravel
extraction works and other development
can be mitigated through careful design,
planning and woodland screening.

Promote the value of the
Vale’s tranquillity to help
protect it.

Tranquillity
Sense of history
Recreation
Sense of place /
inspiration

Promote the use of
measures that reduce
noise and light pollution
and visual intrusion
in new and existing
developments.
Protect tranquillity by
focussing new residential
development within
existing settlements.
Plan new developments
carefully to minimise car
use and seek development
not dependent on car use.
Screen urban and
industrial inﬂuences
such as gravel extraction
sites with woodland,
building links with other
woodlands, hedgerows
and semi-natural habitats.
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Service
Recreation

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
High levels of
tranquillity
Historic sites and
nature reserves
Accessible
woodlands
Access land and
access network
The Wolds AONB
Villages and
towns
Waterways and
river corridors
Topography
Quiet network of
minor roads
Long distance
cycling and
walking trails
Existing suite of
promoted routes

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The Vale has a considerable area of
accessible woodland, much of which is
of considerable interest to visitors such
as that of the Limewoods.

Regional

The generally high tranquillity levels will
be valued by visitors to the NCA.

Support the implementation
of the Lincolnshire ROWIP to
develop an integrated network
of rights of way increasing
facilities for visitors and
residents for walking and other
recreational activities which will
improve people’s health and
wellbeing.

The River Witham corridor provides an
important recreational asset and a key
sustainable transport link for residents
of Lincoln to access the Bardney
Limewoods, the monastic sites and the
Woodhall Spa/Tattershall area.
The River Ancholme has a multiuser
trail which provides a key north south
link from the Humber to Bishopbridge.
The quiet minor road network combined
with the gentle topography is an asset for
cycling and two national cycle network
routes pass through the Vale.
Recreation assets also include the
proximity of the Wolds AONB, the
Viking Way, Woodhall Spa inland
resort, the National Trust managed
Tattershall Castle and some of
the nearby lakes of former gravel
extraction sites.
Permissive access on pasture land on
the Wolds scarp at Horkstow provides
expansive views across the Ancholme
Valley.

Recreation has strong links to
health and wellbeing including both
physical and mental health and
reducing isolation.
Nationally, walking is the most
popular way that people engage with
the natural environment accounting
for three quarters of all visits.
Public access is limited in this NCA
with a total of 513 km of Rights of
Way (a density of 0.63 km per km2)
and a mere 54 ha of open access
land. The Lincolnshire Rights of
Way Improvement Plan (ROWIP) has
identiﬁed the need to strengthen the
network.
A small part of the Wolds AONB
extends into the NCA around Claxby.
The Central Lincolnshire Joint
Planning Unit has produced a green
infrastructure strategy which is
mainly focussed on linking Lincoln
with the wider countryside.
There is scope to enhance access and
increase scope of existing suite of
promoted routes across the NCA.

Recreation
Sense of place /
inspiration
Sense of history
Biodiversity

Promote the tranquillity and
other recreational assets
of the Vale and work with
local authorities and local
partnerships to develop
sustainable tourism strategies
which build on these assets
while protecting the tranquil
and rural qualities of the NCA.
Build on the links to the Wolds
AONB to encourage sustainable
recreation in the Vale.
Work with local authorities and
others to promote and develop
green infrastructure, especially
key links from Lincoln into the
NCA, to maximise sustainable
transport provision and its
use to help minimise adverse
impacts of greater visitor
numbers in the Vale.
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Service
Biodiversity

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Lowland deciduous
woodland including
ancient woodland
such as Bardney
Limewoods
Wet woodland
Lowland heathland/
acid grassland

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

There are over 2,814 ha
(3 per cent of the NCA
area) of priority habitats
within the NCA including
1,242 ha of lowland mixed
deciduous woodland, 874
ha of wet woodland, 350
ha of lowland heathland,
and relatively small areas
of lowland meadow,
ﬂood plain grazing marsh,
reedbed and lowland
calcareous grassland.

Regional

Distribution and extent of semi-natural
habitats tends to be a reﬂection of the value
of the land for agricultural production. The
sandy infertile soils of the Fen Edge Gravels
has enabled a cluster of habitat sites to
remain while on the Coversands much former
heathland has been converted to conifer
plantation. Other than within the Lincolnshire
Limewoods area, semi-natural habitats are
extremely limited across the rest of the NCA.

Protect, enhance and expand
semi-natural habitats across
the NCA. Use biodiversity
opportunity mapping to
identify how this can be
achieved within the landscape
and at a landscape scale.

1,152 ha (approximately
1 per cent of total area) is
nationally designated as
SSSI covering 18 sites most
of which are in the southern
half of the NCA. As of March
2011, 61 per cent of SSSI
area was in unfavourable
recovering condition
whereas 38 per cent was
favourable.
There are 256 local sites
covering 4,062 ha (5 per cent
of the NCA).
Continued on next page...

Extent and condition of heathland sites
could be enhanced through appropriate
management of Forestry Commission sites.
Biodiversity opportunity mapping has been
carried out across the area.

Strategically plan areas of
habitat creation to maximise
connections between existing
biodiversity rich sites to
enable greater movement of
species through the landscape
while seeking to address
issues of invasive non-native
species.

Biodiversity
Sense of place /
inspiration
Tranquillity
Regulating soil
erosion
Regulating soil
quality
Pest regulation
Recreation
Sense of history

A network of connected habitat features
supports biodiversity and enables species
movement through the landscape boosting
related ecosystem services such as pollination
and pest regulation (however, non-native
invasive species may also beneﬁt). Reinstating
lost hedgerows throughout the Vale will help
achieve this.
There is considerable scope to improve
biodiversity within the farmed landscape
through agri-environment schemes. For
example grants have been used to target
farmland birds to ensure the provision of
winter food resource, summer chick rearing
habitats and nesting habitats.

Continue enhancement and
linkages of habitat within the
Lincolnshire Limewoods.

Geodiversity

Work with landowners and
farmers to ensure biodiversity
features are incorporated
into the farmed landscape
to maximise value for
biodiversity, pest regulation
and pollination.
Encourage land management
practices that beneﬁt farmland
birds.
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Biodiversity
cont.

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

Sand and gravel extraction
has potential to provide new
opportunities for wetland habitat
creation and increased habitat
connectivity through good quality
restoration of sites within the Fen
Edge Gravels however these need
to be planned carefully to minimise
impacts on existing biodiversity and
archaeology.

Seek opportunities to
sustainably use wetland
habitats for food provision
such as ﬂood plain grazing
marsh for cattle grazing.

... continued from previous page
The 384 ha Bardney Limewoods
National Nature Reserve
incorporates several of the
ancient limewoods of the Vale.
The Vale is one of the top ten
NCAs in the country for the
following species of principal
importance for the conservation
of biodiversity in England (S41
species): skylark, tree sparrow and
yellowhammer.

Maximise biodiversity gains
from the restoration of sand
and gravel extraction sites
while respecting established
landscape character.
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Service
Geodiversity

Assets/
attributes:
main
contributors
to service
Superﬁcial deposits
– glacial till,
Coversands and Fen
Edge Gravels
Soils
Topography
Bedrock geology
Geomorphological
features
Local clay for brick
and tile building
materials
Stone from the
bedrock of adjacent
areas
The Lincolnshire
Limestone aquifer

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Principal services
offered by
opportunities
State

Main beneﬁciary

Analysis

Opportunities

The land use of the NCA relates strongly
to its superﬁcial geology and the soils that
have developed. This is most markedly
seen in the contrast between the areas of
glacial till and the areas of Coversands and
the Fen Edge Gravels.

Regional

Landforms and geological
exposures are valued both
directly for their educational
use and as deﬁning features
in the landscape as well as
underpinning the overall
landscape character.

Protect and improve the
condition and accessibility
of geological and
geomorphological sites that
help in the understanding of
the area’s geodiversity.

Geodiversity

Seek opportunities to
re-naturalise sections of
watercourses to provide more
opportunities to understand
geomorphological processes
and also enhance their
riverine character, wetland
habitats and associated
ecosystem services.

Recreation

The scarp slope of the chalk wolds is a
prominent and distinctive topographical
feature.
There is one nationally important geological
site in the NCA: South Ferriby Chalk Pit SSSI
which provides good sections of Upper
Jurassic and Lower Cretaceous rocks.
Fossils in the mudstone bedrock provide
a very valuable record of the fauna of the
Jurassic period of earth’s history.
The sand and gravel deposits of the Fen
Edge Gravels are an important resource for
the construction industry.
The mudstones of the Vale have provided
clay for the brick and tile local building
materials while stone hewn from the
bedrock of adjacent NCA’s feature widely in
the churches and more substantial buildings.

Extensive lengths of the
river systems throughout the
NCA have been artiﬁcially
manipulated and natural
geomorphological processes
are severely impaired.
Re-naturalisation of rivers
would enable natural
geomorphological processes
to take place again as well as
beneﬁtting other ecosystem
services.
The several open water lagoons
within the Fen Edge Gravels are
a legacy of this demand for the
sand and gravel resources here.

Sense of history
Sense of place /
inspiration

Regulating soil
quality
Biodiversity

Seek opportunities to raise
awareness of geodiversity
and relate geodiversity
to the character and
development of the NCA’s
landscapes, agriculture,
settlement pattern,
buildings and industries.

The Lincolnshire Limestone which dips
beneath the younger mudstone bedrock of
the Vale forms an important aquifer.
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1.6

1.5

1.4

1.3

1.2

1.1

1

Judging landscape character, sensitivity and capacity requires
professional judgement about the degree to which the landscape in
question is robust, in that it is able to accommodate change without
adverse impacts on character. This means making decisions about
whether or not significant characteristic elements of the landscape will be
liable to loss through disturbance, whether or not they could easily be
restored, and whether important aesthetic aspects of character will be
liable to change.

Topic Paper 6 of the National landscape Assessment Guidance deals
specifically with techniques and criteria for judging landscape sensitivity,
value, and ultimately landscape capacity. This assessment follows these
guidelines and employs a standardised methodology.

The aim of this assessment is provide a clear understanding of the Study
Area and its setting in landscape and visual terms, identifying its
landscape character, value and capacity for development. The
assessment will provide an understanding of the Study Areas sensitivity to
change and provide recommendations to inform future decision making.

For the purpose of this report the Study Area will be defined as the land
within the Parish Boundary of Cherry Willingham.

Lincs Design Consultancy has been commissioned by Cherry Willingham
Parish Council to undertake a Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) to
inform preparation of the Cherry Willingham Neighbourhood Plan.

INTRODUCTION
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The importance of preserving or enhancing the landscape character in
any context is firmly embedded within International and National Planning
Policy.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

2.1
2.1.1

2
THE ROLE OF THE LCA
In this context, the aim of the LCA aims to establish the following:
x Study of baseline factors such as topography, geology, land use
and vegetation as well as perceptual factors formed from site visits
x Provide a clear understanding and characterisation of the study
area and define distinct areas of landscape character
Identify the sensitivity, value and capacity of each character area
Provide recommendations to inform decision making

APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

x
x

2.1.2

Topic 6 of the of the National landscape Assessment Guidance provides
the following definitions;
Landscape Sensitivity
‘Relates to the stability of character, the degree to which that character is
robust enough to continue and to be able to recuperate from loss or
damage. A landscape with a character of high sensitivity is one that,
once lost, would be difficult to restore; a character that, if valued, must be
afforded particular care and consideration in order for it to survive.’
Landscape Value
‘The Landscape value is concerned with the relative value that is
attached to different landscapes. In a policy context the usual basis for
recognising certain highly valued landscapes is through the application of
a local or national landscape designation. Yet a landscape may be
valued by different communities of interest for many different reasons
without any formal designation, recognising, for example, perceptual
aspects such as scenic beauty, tranquillity or wildness; special cultural
associations; the influence and presence of other conservation interests;
or the existence of a consensus about importance, either nationally or
locally.’
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Landscape Capacity
‘Landscape capacity refers to the degree to which a particular
landscape character type or area is able to accommodate change
without significant effects on its character, or overall change of
landscape character type.’

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

2.2.3

2.2.2

2.2
2.2.1

This assessment will follow this standardised methodology;

Sources of information have included:
x Field visits during February 2014
x West Lindsey District Council’s Website (www.west-lindsey.gov.uk)
x Natural England Website (www.naturalengland.org.uk)
x The Magic Website (www.magic.gov.uk)

A range of data relating to the study area has been obtained as part of
the assessment through both field surveys and desk-based research;
x Desk study
Assembly and analysis of data to identify landscape character
types and the analysis of the factors that jointly contributes to the
landscape character. This includes topography, geology, ecology,
land cover pattern, land use and settlement pattern.
x Field survey
The collection of field data to define the landscape character, to
identify aesthetic and perceptual qualities which are unlikely to be
evident from desk information, and to identify the current condition
of landscape elements.

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY
The methodology used in the preparation of this assessment has been
developed from the following guidelines
x Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment Third
Edition, Landscape Institute (LA) and IEMA 2013.
x Landscape Character Assessment- Guidance for England and
Scotland, Scottish Natural Heritage and the Countryside Agency
2002.
x Topic Paper 6 of the National landscape Assessment Guidance;
techniques and criteria for judging capacity and sensitivity.

Page | 5

2.2.4

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

STAGE 6-

STAGE 5-

STAGE 4-

STAGE 3-

STAGE 2-

STAGE 1-

EVALUATE LANDSCAPE VALUE
Evaluate Landscape Value using Table 4 (page 11)

EVALUATE OVERALL SENSITIVITY
Landscape Sensitivity + Visual Sensitivity = Overall Sensitivity
Evaluate Overall Sensitivity using Table 3 (page 10)

EVALUATE VISUAL SENSITIVITY
Desktop study and on-site assessment
Establish Visual Sensitivity using Table 2 (page 9) to set value

EVALUATE LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY
2A
Establish Landscape Quality and Condition
2B
Establish Landscape Sensitivity
2C
Combine 2A and 2B and use Table 1 (page 8) to give
Landscape Sensitivity.

ESTABLISH LANDSCAPE BASELINE
Establish Landscape baseline of study area
Produce baseline maps and layers
Desktop study and research followed by initial field survey
Record findings
Define distinct areas of landscape character
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EVALUATION OF CAPACITY TO ACCEPT DEVELOPMENT
Overall Sensitivity + Landscape Value = Capacity to accept
development
Using Table 5 (page 12)

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment
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x

x
x
x

x
Site may be adjacent to built limits but lies outside clear and
important boundary features defining settlement extent.

x

x

x

x

x

x

x

Commonplace elements and combination of features
present, some of which could not be replaced and which
create generally unremarkable character but some sense of
place.
Part of a larger area of intervening open land between
settlements, or perceived as such.
Of some importance to the setting of the town but the break
between town and countryside is less distinctive.
Open space of some importance to the setting, appearance,
form and character of the built environment.

Distinctive elements and combination of features present that
could not be replaced and which make a positive
contribution to character and sense of place.
Important intervening open land between settlements, or
perceived as such.
Important to the setting of the town by providing a distinctive
break between town and countryside
Open space important to the appearance, form and
character of the built environment.
Development would be isolated from the town or would
detract from important aspects of settlement form and
pattern.

TABLE 1; LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
HIGH SENSITIVITY

MODERATE SENSITIVITY

LOW SENSITIVITY

x
x
x
x
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Development would have some association with the town
and may have some effect on the settlement form and
pattern.
Some elements/features are discordant, derelict or in decline,
resulting in indistinct character with little or no sense of place.
Few, if any, features/elements that could be replaced.
Is not important intervening open land between settlements.
Of little or no importance to the setting of the town as there is
little or distinctiveness break between town and countryside.
Open space of little or no importance to the appearance,
form and character of the built environment
Development would be an appropriate extension to the town
with no adverse impact on the important aspects of
settlement form and pattern

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

HIGH SENSITIVITY

x

x

x

x

x

x

Views into and/or out of the town are of some importance
but there is scope for mitigating potential visual impacts.

Development would be uncharacteristically conspicuous and
could not be successfully mitigated.

Site is very open to public or private views where views of the
countryside or open space are very important.

Important to the setting of the town where development
would create unacceptable visual intrusion into the
countryside that could not be mitigated.

Provides important views into and/or out of the town which
could not be mitigated.

x

x

x
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Of little or no importance to the setting of the town such that
development would not lead to unacceptable visual intrusion
into the countryside, with or without mitigation.
Site is well screed from public or private views.
Development would not be discernible or would enhance
views or existing visual amenity.

Of some importance to the setting of the town but
development could be mitigated so that visual intrusion to
the countryside is acceptable.
Site is partially open to public or private views where views of
the countryside or open space are important, or is more open
to views in which the countryside or open space is of less
importance.
Development likely to be perceptible but would not
significantly alter the balance of the features or elements
within the existing view.

TABLE 2; VISUAL SENSITIVITY ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

MODERATE SENSITIVITY

LOW SENSITIVITY

x
x

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

HIGH

LOW

LOW

MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIUM

MEDIUM

MEDIUM

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

HIGH

TABLE 3; OVERALL LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY

MEDIUM

VISUAL SENSITIVITY

LOW

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER SENSITIVITY
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HIGH VALUE

MODERATE VALUE

LOW VALUE

TABLE 4; LANDSCAPE VALUE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA
Lies wholly within a designated landscape where localised

x

x
Presents locally important landscape characteristic or scenic
value.

Important to the setting of a registered historic park and
garden.

x

x
Presents important public amenity value by way of views,
access, sporting facilities, biodiversity interest or opportunity
for quite enjoyment (relative tranquillity).

character and scenic value is distinctive.

x
Lies wholly or partially within a designated landscape but
where localised character and scenic value is less distinctive
or has become degraded.
Lies adjacent to a designated landscape.
Presents locally distinctive landscape characteristics with
some scenic interest.

x

Presents some public amenity value by way of views, access,
sporting facilities, biodiversity interest opportunity for quiet
enjoyment (relative tranquillity).

x
x

x
x
x
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Does not lie within or adjacent to a designated landscape.
Does not present locally important/distinctive landscape
characteristics or scenic value/interest.
Does not represent important public amenity value by way of
views, access, sporting facilities, biodiversity interest or
opportunity for quiet enjoyment (relative tranquillity).

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

LOW

HIGH

MEDIUM TO HIGH

MEDIUM

MEDIUM

MEDIUM TO HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW TO MEDIUM

HIGH

MEDIUM

LOW TO MEDIUM

LOW

TABLE 5; LANDSCAPE CAPACITY

HIGH

LANDSCAPE VALUE

MEDIUM
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LOW
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OVERALL LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY

3

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER CONTEXT

3.1
3.1.1

The following summarises the character areas;

NATIONAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION
As part of the Natural Environment White Paper Biodiversity 2020 and the
European Landscape Convention the existing Joint Character Areas
(published by the Countryside Agency 1998-1999) were replaced by the
National Character Areas (NCA); revised profiles for all 159 character
areas are due to be published by 2014. The Study Area falls on the
boundary of 2 Character Areas; the Central Lincolnshire Vale for which
the NCA has been produced and the Northern Lincolnshire Edge for
which the NCA has yet to be produced; therefore for the purpose of this
assessment the Joint Character Area (JCAs) will be referred to.

3.0.1 A landscape baseline has been established by identifying, describing and
classifying the landscape character of the study area. This will identify the
character, value and sensitivity of the landscape; thereafter defining the
capacity of defined character areas.

3.1.2
JCA 45 Northern Lincolnshire Edge with Coversands
x
x
x

x
x
x

x
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Large-scale ‘upland’ arable escarpment broadly divided into north
and south by River Witham at Lincoln. Area broadens to south.
Prominent scarp slope of Lincoln ‘Cliff’ marks western edge of area.
Open landscape with rectilinear fields and few boundaries. Where
enclosure still present, a mixture of limestone walls, discontinuous
hedges and shelter belts.
Sparse settlement on top of escarpment. Spring-line villages to west
at foot of ‘cliff’ and small parklands to east towards the clay vale.
Active and redundant airfields.
More complex landscape of the northern section includes a
double scarp, urbanisation and dereliction in Scunthorpe area and
the Coversands area of heath, blown sand habitats and conifer
woods.
Roman roads and ancient track ways such as Ermine Street or High
Dyke follow north-south routes with one significant east-west route Salter’s Road. Green lanes occur in the southern area.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

NCA 44 Central Lincolnshire Vale
x

x

x

x

x

x

x
x
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Tranquil, rural and sparsely settled landscape is largely used for
agricultural production, mainly for the growing of arable crops, principally
cereals.
Its dominant ‘boulder clay’ derived soils underlain by mudstone bedrock
lead to seasonably waterlogged conditions which, under natural
unmodified conditions, support wet grasslands and woodlands; however,
a history of agricultural improvement along with modern machinery and
agrochemicals have transformed the land and vastly increased its
productivity.
An imperceptible rise in landform across the centre of the NCA means
that the northern half drains north into the River Ancholme and out to the
Humber, while the southern end drains into the River Witham and The
Wash. Most of this natural drainage pattern has been straightened,
deepened and confined within steep embankments and the land
drained – especially north towards the Humber.
In contrast, pockets of wind-blown sand deposits (the Coversands) and
river-derived sands and gravels (the Fen Edge Gravels) have led to
localised contrasting landscapes where soils are sandy, acidic and
infertile and heathland habitats are found along with some extensive
coniferous plantations.
The Vale formed part of the ancient Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Lindsey
(meaning ‘island of Lincoln’) which was almost cut off from neighbouring
land by the Humber, The Wash and extensive wetlands between, with the
only easy land access being along Ermine Street on the narrow
Lincolnshire Limestone ridge, where Lincoln has been the key settlement
of the wider area since Roman times.
Access to the city and the sea via the River Witham has had important
influence and led to a cluster of medieval settlements and monastic sites
near to its course. The Vale still retains a sense of remoteness enhanced by
its thinly scattered population and general lack of development and
major roads and one of its key ecosystem services is the tranquillity of its
landscape.
The low, open nature of the land means that skies are expansive and
relatively free of light pollution.
Other key ecosystem services include its biodiversity resource which,
despite being very limited overall, provides clusters of value, perhaps most
notably but not exclusively in the Bardney Limewoods National Nature
Reserve which provides the greatest concentration of original wildwood
left in the country.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

x

x

3.2
3.2.1

The recreational potential of the area is also important because of the
Vale’s close proximity to Lincoln and also the Lincolnshire Wolds Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, of which a small part extends into the area.
Provision of food is a very important function of the NCA. A key challenge
for the Vale is balancing agricultural and forestry production with the
enhancement of other ecosystem services such as the regulation of water
quality.
LOCAL LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISATION
The West Lindsey Landscape Character Assessment (1999) further
expands on the defined JCA’s. The Study Area appears to fall on the
boundary of two character areas. These character areas will both
influence the Study Area and therefore will both be referred to in this
assessment. The following summarises the character areas;

Flat agricultural landscape with a number of expanded settlements
Medium sized fields with low hawthorn hedge boundaries and few
hedgerow trees
Approached to settlements generally dominated by built form
Views to Lincoln Cathedral

Area 6- Lincoln Fringe
x
x
x
x
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Diverse, undulating landscape crossed by many rivers and streams.
Ancient lime woodland caps shallow hills and forms contrast to
surrounding arable fields.
Medium sized fields, with good hedgerow boundaries and some
hedgerow trees.
Tiny dispersed settlements and individual farms, linked by an extensive
network of minor roads and lanes.
Desertion and shrinkage of some settlements.

Area 8- Lincolnshire Lime Woods
x
x
x
x
x

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

3.3.3

3.3.2

3.3
3.3.1

The railway runs across the northern boundary of the main part of the
settlement. This has created an obvious development boundary for the
settlement and has prevented it from spreading north. Fiskerton Road runs
across the southern boundary of the village and forms another obvious
settlement boundary as does Waterford Lane which runs along the
eastern boundary the village. These roads create a landscape feature
that has contained and prevented the development from spreading into
the countryside. The majority of properties are located on the village side
of the road and face south and east looking across the surrounding valley
landscape. This composition is a key feature that categorises the external
character of the village.

CHERRY WILLINGHAM AND CONTEXT
The Study Area has been defined as the land within the Parish boundary
of Cherry Willingham. The settlement is separated into two areas of built
form located to the north and south of the railway. The smaller area of
settlement to the north of the railway appears to be newer development
and has a suburban form that includes the Community School. The larger
main area of settlement to the south of the railway has a relatively small
historical core based around the High Street and Church Lane with a
small number of Listed Buildings. The village has spread to the south of the
High Street with numerous more modern suburban developments. The
most recent of these is a relatively large non-descript development to the
east of the village. The sports pitch and primary school fields in the centre
of the village creates a break in the built form. There is a variety of
dwelling typologies within the village mainly constructed of traditional
materials.
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The village sits in an agricultural context surrounded my arable and
pastoral fields with sporadic small areas of woodland and intermittent
hedgerows. The city of Lincoln is located approximately 5km to the west
of the village and forms the areas major conurbation. There are numerous
other settlements in the surrounding area mainly based around the A15,
B1308 and the River Witham. The River Witham is located approximately
100m to the south of the village running west to east. The river sits within an
area of valley over which Cherry Willingham looks.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

3.5.2

3.5
3.5.1

3.4.2

3.4
3.4.1

TOPOGRAPHY
The topography to the north of the railway line is characterised by a more
undulating and hilly landscape, with the area to the north of Fox Covert
wood being the high point of the study area. The area to the south of
Fiskerton Road gently slopes down Willingham Fen before the River
Witham. The topography of the Study Area slopes from Hawthorn Road in
the north to the River Witham in the south.

The British Geological Survey 50k Bedrock Map shows that a band of
Cornbrash Formation (Limestone) runs across the centre of the study area.
The eastern part of the study area is formed from Kellaways Formation
(sandstone, siltstone and mudstone) with a band of Blisworth Clay
Formation (Mudstone) runs along the western side of the Study Area.
Willingham Fen sloping down the River Witham is composed of bands of
Blisworth Limestone Formation, Blisworth Lay Formation (mudstone) and
Lincolnshire Limestone Formation.

GEOLOGY
The National and Regional Landscape character assessments have
expressed that the Study Area is approximately located on the boundary
of differing character areas. This is somewhat reinforced by the geology of
Lincolnshire and the surrounding area. The Limestone Heath which forms a
line of hills cutting through Lincolnshire and the Clay Vale both influence
the Study Area.
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The differing topographical characters of the study area is consistent with
the geology study and reflects the regional and national landscape
character assessments. The topography of the Study Area allows views,
from certain vantage points, west to Lincoln Cathedral, east to Fiskerton
Church and south across the valley to Washingborough

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

Area to the North of the Railway

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER, SENSITIVITY, VALUE AND CAPACITY STUDY

1
Central Strip

4

2
Land to the south of Fiskerton Road

4.1

3

The landscape baseline study had identified three generalised areas of
landscape character within the study area. For the purpose of this
assessment these will be referred to as;

4.2
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The landscape Character, Sensitivity, Value and Capacity Study will
further divide these generalised character areas into smaller areas of
landscape character. These smaller areas are reflective of field patterns
and possible future development parcels that may be identified in the
Neighbourhood Plan. The use of this methodology will create legibility and
clarity in relation to the Neighbourhood Plan.
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Area 1

Land to the North of the
Railway
x

Relatively open, rolling agricultural land with areas of
enclosed paddock to the south and small woodland to
the north.

x

Matrix of drainage ditches and broken boundary hedges;
field pattern has been eroded for modern agricultural
purposes but evidence of smaller traditional field pattern
to the east. Mature trees and hedges to the south of
Green Lane.

x

Area is separated from main part of settlement to the
south by railway line and adjoins the smaller area of
settlement to the north east. Smaller, isolated area of
settlement to the northwest and farmstead to the south.

x

Limestone land rises from east to west to highest point in
the study area before sloping back down, to the west.
Important views to Lincoln Cathedral to the west and
valley landscape to the south. PROW running east to west
provides extensive views.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment
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AREA 1A:
Location: Enclosed paddock area to the south of Green Lane
General Description:
Small, enclosed, rough, relatively flat
area used as a grassed paddock.
Pasture used for grazing with mature
trees/hedges to the boundaries.
Railway line located to the south of
area.
Key Baseline Features:
Mature tree and hedge planting to
boundaries providing significant
element for views from the north.
Green Lane to the north provides
access to wider public footpath
network.
Landscape Sensitivity:
High/Moderate
Mature trees important edge
characteristic to settlement, if lost
could not be replaced.

Visual Sensitivity: Moderate

Overall Sensitivity: High/Moderate

Important for views into settlement from the
north. No important views out due to
enclosed nature of areas.

Trees create Important element to the edge of
settlement, there loss would have a detrimental
effect.

Landscape Value: Moderate
Not located in any statutory designations but is important for local scenic value and walking routes along Green Lane to wider
footpath network.
Overall Capacity; MEDIUM/LOW TO MEDIUM
Provides an opportunity for development; any development should be low density and retain existing trees.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH TO MODERATE
MODERATE
HIGH
MODERATE
MODERATE
MEDIUM
LOW TO
MEDIUM

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment
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AREA 1B:
Location: Field to the south of Hawthorn Road
General Description:
Area of limestone arable land.
Medium, rolling, open area located
on the western edge of the
settlement. School and playing
fields located to east.
Key Baseline Features:
Hawthorn Road runs to the north
Typical of local arable landscape.
Some mature trees to boundaries.
Open/broken boundaries allowing
for views south across wider
landscape. School located to the
east. Possibility of views east to
Cathedral, but unknown.
Landscape Sensitivity: Moderate
Visual Sensitivity: High
Typical arable landscape forming
Important view across area from Hawthorn
part of open land between
Road footpath to the edge of settlement
settlements. Open character allows
and wider landscape. Possibility of views
local views. Busy edge to
west to Cathedral.
settlement.
Landscape Value: Moderate

Overall Sensitivity: High/Moderate
Located alongside edge of settlement. Area is
visually sensitive to change; could be difficult to
mitigate against.

Not located in any statutory designations but is important for local scenic value and views from Hawthorn Road,
Overall Capacity; MEDIUM/LOW TO MEDIUM
Does provide an opportunity for development but this should be restricted to the edge of the settlement (east) so that key views to
the south from Hawthorn Road are retained.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
MODERATE
HIGH
HIGH
MODERATE
MODERATE
MEDIUM
LOW TO
MEDIUM
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AREA 1C:
Location: Land between Hawthorn Road and Green Lane
General Description:
Area of limestone arable land
Medium, open and undulating
landscape,
detached
from
settlement with views west to
Cathedral.
Key Baseline Features:
Open countryside, typical of local
arable landscape. Open/broken
boundary hedging with sporadic
mature trees to the south. Rolling
topography, views to the west to
the Cathedral. Railway located to
the south.
Landscape Sensitivity:
Moderate/High
Intervening
land
between
settlements. Development would be
isolated
from
settlement.
Topography and open character
result in a high sensitivity area.
Landscape Value: Moderate

Visual Sensitivity: High

Overall Sensitivity: High

Visible from Hawthorn Road to the south,
PROW to west and Green Lane to the north.
Open character. Important for views south
across valley, west towards Cathedral and
east towards settlement edge.

Open
countryside
between
areas
of
settlement. Visually important/sensitive for views
in/out of settlement, development would be
clearly seen and hard to mitigate against.
Important to local views.

Not located in any statutory designations but is open countryside. Is important for the setting of the settlement and has scenic value.
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM
Provides a low to medium capacity. Any development would appear isolated from settlement. Visual sensitivity difficult to mitigate
against. Largely Inappropriate for development, any development should be very low density and designed to retain views.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH TO MODERATE
HIGH
HIGH
MODERATE
LOW TO MEDIUM
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AREA 1D:
Location: Land to the South of Franklin Way
General Description:
Area of attractive limestone arable
land. Open and rolling character,
with enclosed paddock to the
south. Sloping up (west) to highest
point in study area. Open boundary
to the west allowing views to
Cathedral.
Key Baseline Features:
Open rolling topography typical of
surrounding agricultural land. Small
area of settlement to north; recently
extended. PROW runs through
southern part of the area. Views
west to cathedral and south across
valley.
Landscape Sensitivity:
Moderate/High
Separated from main settlement.
Located on ridge line with PROW
running through centre. Very
sensitive to change.
Landscape Value: Moderate

Visual Sensitivity: High

Overall Sensitivity: High/Moderate

Very important for public views of the
Cathedral and south across valley from
PROW. Prominent for views in wider context.

Mainly separated from settlement. Visually very
sensitive. Southern part of area is highly sensitive
to any form of development or change.

Not located in any statutory designations. Very important for scenic value due to topography.
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM
No development in south of area. The views to west and south should be protected. Possibility of small area of development to the
north of area as an extension to the settlement, where it will be less visually intrusive.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
MODERATE/MODERATE
HIGH
HIGH
MODERATE
MODERATE
LOW TO MEDIUM
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AREA 1E:
Location: Fox Covert and Land to the South
General Description:
Remote, clay arable land with an
area of deciduous woodland in the
north. Sloping west from high point
of study area with open character
allowing views across Cathedral
and wider landscape.
Key Baseline Features:
Open
countryside,
completely
separated from settlement. Broken
hedgerows to boundaries. Sloping
arable land with small area of
woodland (BAP Priority). PROW
running through the centre of area.
Landscape Sensitivity: High
Isolated area of woodland (BAP
Priority), uncommon in landscape.
In open countryside; exposed
position. Highly sensitive to change

Visual Sensitivity: High
Very important for public visual amenity;
direct views from PROW to Cathedral to the
west. Extensive views from PROW to
Washingborough and valley landscape.
Visually sensitive for views in wider
landscape.

Overall Sensitivity: High/Moderate
Very important for local scenic value and visual
amenity.
Completely
separated
from
settlement. Highly sensitive to any form of
development. Development in this local would
be very inappropriate.

Landscape Value: High to Moderate
Not designated; but has a very high scenic value. Important for public visual amenity from PROW. Area of woodland is also of high
visual/landscape value.
Overall Capacity; LOW
Very high visual sensitivity. Development in this location would damage landscape character and visual amenity.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH TO MODERATE
LOW
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AREA 1F:
Location: Land to West of Croft Lane
General Description:
Lime agricultural land used for pasture
with hedgerows defining a contextually
smaller field pattern. Gently rolling
topography constrained by settlement
to the east and railway to the south.
Key Baseline Features:
Located alongside settlement boundary.
Hedgerows form what to appear to
older and more traditional field patterns.
Relatively new area of settlement
expansion to the east. Visible from Green
Lane. Playfields located to the east.

Landscape Sensitivity: Medium
Visual Sensitivity: Medium
Overall Sensitivity: Medium
Evidence of traditional smaller traditional Limited importance to setting of built form. New development to east. Limited visual
field
patterns.
Located
alongside Only public views in from Green Lane and sensitivity that could be mitigated.
settlement and constrained to south by restricted views from PROW. Possibility of Development would have association with
settlement.
railway. Edge character not of great limited views west to Cathedral.
quality due to new development.
Landscape Value: Moderate
Not in an area of landscape designation. Has a moderate level of scenic and public amenity value.
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM
Provides opportunity for development. Development should provide an extension to the existing development; provides opportunity
to create more positive edge treatment to settlement. Existing boundary hedges and views to Cathedral should be utilised.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
MEDIUM
MEDIUM
MEDIUM
MEDIUM
MEDIUM
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Area 2

Central Strip
x

Medium, rolling, undulating agricultural land with extensive
vistas to the south. Located to the east and west of the
settlement,

constrained

to

the

north

by

railway

embankment and the south by Fiskerton Road.
x

Area to east composed of larger, more open, agricultural
fields, slopes mainly north to south with PROW running
through centre, views to the south. Edge character has
been eroded by new settlement to the east.

x

Area to west composed of more enclosed, rolling
agricultural landscape with mature tree and hedges to
boundaries. Physically separated from settlement by
Waterford Road. Land slopes north to south and west with
extensive views across valley to south. Visual links to
Schedule Ancient Monument to the west.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment
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AREA 2A:
Location: Land to the East of Thornton Way
General Description:
Flat, slightly undulating agricultural land
located to the east of the settlement.
More enclosed triangular field pattern to
north of area with more open large field
to the south.

Key Baseline Features:
Railway runs to the north. PROW runs to
the south of area. Smaller areas of
triangular fields to the north adjacent to
railway.
Landscape Sensitivity: Medium to Low
Visual Sensitivity: Medium
Overall Sensitivity: Medium to Low
Adjoined to settlement boundary. Poor Visible from Thornton Way and PROW to the Development would cause limited visual
residential edge character. Low level of south. Not important for wider landscape impact; will impact views from PROW to
scenic value. Moderate to Low sensitivity views. Does not provide important views south but this can be mitigated.
to change.
into/out of the settlement.
Landscape Value: Medium to Low
Not in an area of landscape designation. Topography and constrained location creates a low level of scenic value.
Overall Capacity; MEDIUM TO HIGH/HIGH
Provides opportunity for development. Directly adjacent to settlement; opportunity to improve edge characteristics. Any
development should mitigate against views in from PROW.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
MEDIUM TO LOW
MEDIUM
MEDIUM
LOW
MODERATE TO LOW
HIGH
MEDIUM
HIGH
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AREA 2B:
Location: Land to north of Fiskerton Road
General Description:
Open, rolling agricultural land to the
east of the settlement. Area slopes down
south towards Fiskerton Road. Provides
gateway
into
settlement
when
approaching from the east.
Key Baseline Features:
PROW located to the north of the area.
Open character allows views to the
south. Adjacent to settlement boundary
and area of new development.
Negative edge treatment busy and
fragmented.
Landscape Sensitivity: Medium to Low

Visual Sensitivity: Medium to High

Overall Sensitivity: Medium

Alongside settlement. Existing broken View across area from the PROW. Views Limited landscape sensitivity. Development
hedgerows. Gateway into settlement south across wider landscape. Forms visual would cause visual impact, but this could
be mitigated (positive contribution to
but poor edge character. Development gateway into settlement.
landscape)
would be associated with settlement.
Landscape Value: Medium to Low;
Not in an area of landscape designation. Does have some scenic value for views from PROW and views south.
Overall Capacity; MEDIUM/MEDIUM TO HIGH
Opportunity for future development; should be an extension to the existing development. Opportunity to improve edge character
and scenic value of gateway into settlement. Views from PROW should be retained.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
MEDIUM TO LOW
MEDIUM TO HIGH
MEDIUM
MEDIUM TO LOW
MEDIUM TO
MEDIUM
HIGH
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AREA 2C:
Location: Land to West of Waterford Road
General Description:
Rolling, sweeping, clay agricultural land
sloping south with mature tree and
hedge planting to the boundaries.
Important to views into settlement from
the wider context.
Key Baseline Features:
Railway to the north. Mature trees and
hedge planting of value to boundaries.
Separated from settlement by Waterford
Road. Forms gateway into settlement
from west.
Landscape Sensitivity: High
Visual Sensitivity: High
Overall Sensitivity: High
Mature tree and hedges of value. Forms Highly visible from Fiskerton Road and High overall sensitivity; contributes to local
gateway into settlement from east. Waterford Road. Extensive views across sense of place. High visual sensitivity (but no
Adjacent to built limits but lies outside valley landscape to the south. Important public access to field) difficult to mitigate.
Development
would
be
highly
boundary elements. High character view into settlement from south and west.
sensitivityimportant
edge
and
inappropriate in this location.
gateway.
Landscape Value: High/Medium;
Not in an area of landscape designation. Has a high local scenic value due to its position within a important view into settlement.
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM/LOW
Provides a very low capacity, important to views into settlement. Development would be very inappropriate in this location.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH TO MEDIUM
LOW TO
LOW
MEDIUM
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AREA 2D:
Location: Land to North West of Fiskerton Road
General Description:
Enclosed Limestone agricultural field
that tapers to the west. Rolling
topography sloping north east to south
west. Constrained to the north by the
railway and south by Fiskerton Road.

Key Baseline Features:
Separated from settlement boundary by
500m of open countryside. Mature trees
to southern boundary. Has a visual
relationship to the Scheduled Ancient
Monument at adjacent Greetwell.
Landscape Sensitivity: High
Strong hedge and mature trees to
southern boundary. Totally separated
from settlement, highly vulnerable to loss
or development.

Visual Sensitivity: High
In open countryside. Important for wider
views across landscape and views towards
settlement. Visual relationship to the
adjacent SAM.

Overall Sensitivity: High
In open countryside, very high sensitivity.
Development would be isolated from
settlement and would detract from
landscape character. Development would
be highly inappropriate in this location.

Landscape Value: High
Not in an area of landscape designation. High scenic value, visual links to SAM. Isolated from settlement; separated by 500m of open
countryside.
Overall Capacity: LOW
Highly sensitive. Development in this location would damage landscape character and visual amenity.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
HIGH

VISUAL SENSITIVITY
HIGH

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

OVERALL SENSITIVITY
HIGH

LANDSCAPE VALUE
HIGH
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OVERALL CAPACITY
LOW

Area 3

Land to the South of
Fiskerton Road
x

Large scale, open landscape, gently sloping from Fiskerton
Road in the north to Willingham Fen. Extensive views west
to Lincoln Cathedral and east to Fiskerton Church.

x

Northern area slopes gently south, some areas of
traditional field boundaries with large mature trees.
Traditional farm stead to west with more rolling landscape,
visually

linked

to

adjacent

Scheduled

Monument.

Important for views from settlement across landscape to
the south.
x

Willingham Fen located to the south of area; spreading
expansive, open, flat peat flood plain landscape used as
pasture and arable land. Matrix of extensive drainage
ditches and broken boundary hedges. Embanked River
Witham located to the south creating elevation for Viking
Way. Possibility of archaeology interest.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment
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AREA 3A:
Location: Land to north of Fen Farm
General Description:
Open
rolling,
limestone
agricultural landscape with
small farmstead. Sloping from
north to south towards to
fenland.
Key Baseline Features:
Partly in Flood Zone 2/3.
Isolated
from
settlement.
PROW located on the eastern
boundary of area. Farmstead
at centre of area. Greetwell
SAM to the east of area.
Landscape Sensitivity: High

Visual Sensitivity: High

Overall Sensitivity: High

Clearly separated from
settlement. Visual relationship
to adjacent SAM . Very
sensitive to change.

Highly visible from Fiskerton Road to the north, the
Viking Way to the south and PROW to the east.
Important for views into and from the settlement
across the valley landscape to the south. Partial
views to Cathedral to the West.

Isolated from settlement, in open countryside
and visibly highly sensitive
Development would be highly inappropriate in
this location.

Landscape Value: High
Not in an area of landscape designation. Important to views in and out of the settlement; has a high local scenic value. Visual links to
SAM.
Overall Capacity; LOW
Separated from settlement boundary, development would be isolated. Visually sensitive. Development would be inappropriate.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
LOW
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AREA 3B:
Location: Land to South of Fiskerton Road
General Description:
Area of smaller agricultural fields directly
to the south of Fiskerton Road, gently
sloping south towards River Witham.
Expansive character when viewed in
wider landscape but relatively enclosed
at site level.
Key Baseline Features:
Partially in Flood Zone 2/3. Defined by
strong hedgerows and mature trees.
Separated from settlement by Fiskerton
Road. Important for views into and from
settlement.
Landscape Sensitivity: High
Visual Sensitivity: High
Overall Sensitivity: High/Medium
Mature trees and hedging to boundaries Very important for views into and from the Adjacent to settlement boundary, but
are important landscape elements that settlement. Visible from Viking Way and separated by road. trees/hedges of value
could not be replaced. Scenic value wider views to south. Overlooked by and highly visually sensitive.
dwellings fronting onto Fiskerton Road.
makes the area sensitive to change.
Landscape Value: High/Medium;
Not in a designated area. Has a high scenic value. Development would be isolated from
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM/LOW
Score of ‘low to medium’ because of lower landscape value; but development in this area should be avoided due to visual sensitivity.
Any development should be small in scale and retain viewing corridors.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
MEDIUM/LOW
LOW TO
LOW
MEDIUM
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AREA 3C:
Location: Willingham Fen
General Description:
Low lying, open, arable fen land with an
extensive drainage network located to
the north of the River Withern.
Key Baseline Features:
Flood Zone 3. Viking Way located to the
South, PROW to the east. Views to
Cathedral to the west and Fiskerton
Church to the east. Important for views
across valley. BAP Priority Habitat;
Coastal and Floodplain Grazing.
Landscape Sensitivity: High
Visual Sensitivity: High
Overall Sensitivity: High
Separated from settlement by open Views across area from PROW to east and Area is highly visible and separated from
countryside,
forms
important
fen Viking Way to south. Highly visible from settlement. Important for scenic value and
landscape to the north of Viking Way, views from the settlement and the wider views. Development in this area would be
habitat interests. Highly sensitive to context. Views to Cathedral and Fiskerton very inappropriate and would damage
change.
Church.
landscape character.
Landscape Value: High/Medium;
Not in an area of landscape designation. Has a high local scenic value and has priority habitat.
Overall Capacity; LOW
No capacity for development. Development in this area would be highly inappropriate. Entirely in Flood Zone 3.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
HIGH
LOW
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AREA 3D:
Location:
General Description:
Gently
sloping
area
of
smaller,
fragmented, agricultural fields defined
by hedgerows. Small collection of
agricultural
building
located
south/central.
Key Baseline Features:
Land used for a mixture of uses including
agriculture
and
equestrian;
large
buildings associated to this use. Partly in
Flood Zone 2/3. Separated from
settlement
by
road,
busy
edge
character to settlement.
Landscape Sensitivity: High to Medium
Visual Sensitivity: High
Overall Sensitivity: High/Medium
Land partly developed which has slightly Important for long and short distance views Overall sensitivity due to current use of the
eroded
character.
Strong
field south from settlement.
land, but this area does occupy a
prominent location in the landscape.
boundaries. Scenic value in wider
landscape context results in being
sensitive to change.
Landscape Value: High/Medium;
Not in an area of landscape designation, is important for local scenic value.
Overall Capacity; LOW TO MEDIUM/LOW
Provides a ‘low to medium’ value due to existing development lowering sensitivity. Yet, as area 3B development in this area should be
avoided due to visual sensitivity.
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
VISUAL SENSITIVITY
OVERALL SENSITIVITY
LANDSCAPE VALUE
OVERALL CAPACITY
HIGH TO MEDIUM
HIGH
HIGH
MEDIUM
HIGH TO MEDIUM
LOW TO
LOW
MEDIUM
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1

6.1.2

6.1.1

6

2

Area to the North of the Railway
x Visually sensitive, important for views to wider landscape and
Lincoln Cathedral. Important for public amenity with PROW located
in west of area.
x Areas 1B and 1F are located adjacent to the settlement boundary.
Area 1B provides a Low to Medium/Medium capacity because of
its visual sensitivity; any development should be directly adjacent to
the settlement boundary and protect views to the south from
Hawthorn Road. Area 1F is seen as an appropriate extension to the
settlement and provides a Medium capacity; development
provides opportunity to create more positive edge treatment to
settlement, any views west to the Cathedral should be retained.
x Area 1A provides a Low to Medium/Medium capacity. Any
development should be low in density, retain the enclosed nature
of the area and protect existing trees.
x Areas 1C and 1D have a Low to Medium capacity; separated from
settlement and visually sensitive. Any development should be
ideally located to the north of area 1D, adjacent to the existing
area of settlement.
x Area 1E provides a Low capacity; areas is separated from
development and is highly visually sensitive. Development in this
area would be highly inappropriate, damaging landscape
character and visually amenity.

This assessment has created a landscape baseline for the study area
which identified three generalised areas of landscape character. The
following summarises the sensitivity and capacity of each area,
Depending on the size and landscape characteristics, landscape
capacity may not necessarily be uniform across the entire area;

This assessment has been carried out using criteria set out in national
guidance.

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
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Central Strip
x Landscape to east and west of settlement, provides gateway
landscape into village. Expansive views south across wider
landscape.

Cherry Willingham Landscape Character Assessment

3

x

x

Area 2A and 2B located to the east the village, adjoining the
settlement boundary. Area 2A provides a Medium to High/High
capacity, development in this area represents an appropriate
extension to the settlement. Area 2B provides a Medium/Medium to
High capacity, provides the opportunity to improve edge
character and, views from PROW should be retained/mitigated.
Areas 2C and 2D are located to the west of the village, separated
from the settlement boundary. Area 2C provides a Low/Low to
Medium capacity and Area 2D provides a Low Capacity;
development in these areas would be inappropriate and would
damage landscape character and visual amenity.

Land to the south of Fiskerton Road
x

x

x

Area 3C is separated from the settlement by open countryside, is an
important fen landscape and is high visually sensitive. Development in this
area would be highly inappropriate, therefore has a Low capacity.

Area 3A is visually sensitive and is separated from the settlement, any
development would appear isolated; therefore the area has a Low
capacity for development.

Large scale, open landscape, gently sloping from Fiskerton Road in the
north to Willingham Fen. Extensive views west to Lincoln Cathedral and
east to Fiskerton Church.

x
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Areas 3B and 3D have a Low/Low to Medium Capacity. Areas have a
lower landscape value, but have a high visual sensitivity. Development to
the south of Fiskerton Road should be avoided and would be
inappropriate; any development should be small in scale and retain
viewing corridors.
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6.2.3

6.2.2

6.2.1

6.2

This assessment has judged the character of the landscape defined within
the parish of Cherry Willingham and provided a capacity for each
character area. This capacity study should be used to understand the
areas sensitivity to change and be used to directly inform the
neighbourhood plan. Any new development should be located in the
most appropriate location in the form of well-designed landscaped
extensions that relate to landform and of a size appropriate to the size of
the settlement.

The National Planning Policy Framework sets out to deliver new
developments in sustainable locations. As such it is expected that new
residential development will be directed to sustainable locations such as
Cherry Willingham. This pressure for new development will probably see
the further growth of Cherry Willingham.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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Issues involving residential design, access, materials and landscaping are
not within the scope of this report. This should be incorporated into
specific guidelines for the neighbourhood plan. This assessment has
identified areas that are appropriate for development; careful
consideration should be given to the extent and design of any
development within these areas. The neighbourhood plan should adopt
policies that will sustain and support landscape infrastructure in the Parish
and take the opportunity to;
x Improve the quality of the settlements edge in relation to the open
countryside. Especially for areas that form an important gateway
into the settlement.
Provide new PROW to allow greater access to the countryside
Provide ecology and bio-diversity enhancements
Protect existing landscape elements of value
Conserve habitats of value
Provide educational and permaculture projects for local residents
x
x
x
x
x
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TERMINOLOGY
The phrases, vocabulary and terminology used throughout this chapter are
described below;
Landscape:
Those physical components that together form the appearance of land,
including its shapes, colours and textures. Landscape also reflects the way in
which these various components combine to create a distinctive landscape
character that might be particular to a specific locality.
Study Area:
The area within which desk and/ or site surveys have been carried out when
determining the extent of the influence of the development upon the adjoining
landscape.
Landscape Character:
The distinct and recognisable pattern of elements that occurs consistently in a
particular type of landscape, and how this is perceived by people. It reflects
particular combinations of geology, landform, soils, vegetation, land use and
human settlement. It creates the particular sense of place of different areas of
the landscape.
Landscape Character Type (LCT):
Areas with similar landscape characteristics. Normally sub-divided landscape
areas on a local scale. Typical landscape components that define an area’s
landscape character could include landform, land cover, vegetation,
settlement pattern, remoteness and degree of tranquillity.
Landscape Receptor:
Physical landscape resource that will be affected by any element of the
proposed development.
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Visual Receptors:
People (for example residents, visitors, travellers through the area and other
groups of viewers) who have viewpoints that will be affected by any element of
the proposed development. Individual visual receptors are identified and
categorised in terms of their sensitivity to visual change.
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Baseline Conditions:
The baseline landscape and visual conditions have been evaluated through
both desk-based and site appraisal during November 2009. The baseline
conditions are evaluated in terms of landscape planning context and landscape
form and features
Landscape Sensitivity
Relates to the stability of character, the degree to which that character is robust
enough to continue and to be able to recuperate from loss or damage. A
landscape with a character of high sensitivity is one that, once lost, would be
difficult to restore; a character that, if valued, must be afforded particular care
and consideration in order for it to survive.
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Landscape Capacity
Landscape capacity refers to the degree to which a particular landscape
character type or area is able to accommodate change without significant
effects on its character, or overall change of landscape character type.
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APPENDIX A
BASELINE MAPS

APPENDIX B
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREAS

APPENDIX C
LANDSCAPE CAPACITY PLAN

APPENDIX D
EXAMPLE OF INDIVIDUAL ASSESSMENT SHEETS

Area Assessment Sheet; Area XX

Date; XX

XX
LOCATION

COMMENT

LOCATION REF.
North/South/East/west
Edge/Central etc.

STAGE 1: LANDSCAPE BASELINE
GEOLOGY
SOIL
HYDROLOGY
LAND COVER
LAND USE
TOPOGRAPHY
VEGETATION
BUILDINGS/STRUCTURES
COMMUNICATIONS

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
DESCRIPTIONS

Scale:
Enclosure:
Unity:
Form:
Texture:
Colour:
Complexity:
Dynamics:

VALUE

VALUE

VALUE

Pattern:
Remoteness:
PERCEPTION

Security:
Stimulus:
Tranquillity:
Pleasure:

LANDSCAPE ELEMENTS
LANDSCAPE FEATURES
SETTLEMENT EDGE CHARACTER
DESCRIPTION
DESIGNATIONS
LOCAL POLICIES
NATURE/CONSERVATION
HISTORIC/CULTURAL
LANDSCAPE
CONTEXT/FUNCTION

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

PUBLIC AMENITY

Access, recreation, movement and leisure;
to nature;
Landscape setting and context for development;
Food production and productive landscape;

VALUE
HIGH
STAGE 2A: LANDSCAPE QUALITY & CONDITION
TYPICALNESS

High/Medium/Low

INTACTNESS

Good/Fair/Poor

CONDITION

Good/Fair/Poor

QUALITY

High/Medium/Low

VULNERABILITY

High/Medium/Low

OVERALL IMPORTANCE

High/Medium/Low

LANDSCAPE QUALITY & CONDITION

STAGE 2B: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY
What contribution do
landscape elements and
features make a contribution
to the landscape?
Are landscape
elements/features valuable?
If valuable, are they easily
replace
Is landscape context/function
important/or valuable
Would the loss result in
positive/neutral/negative
contribution to the landscape

Positive/Neutral/negative

Value= High/medium/Low
Yes=Low / In part= Medium / No=High
Importance= High/Medium/Low
If loss = Positive then value= Low
If loss= Negative then value= Medium
If loss = Negative then value = High

VALUE
MODERATE

VALUE
LOW

What effect would new
development have on existing
development pattern and
form?
Would new development in
this location represent an
appropriate extension to the
settlement?

If Positive then value = Low
If Neutral than value = Medium
If Negative then value = High
If Appropriate = Positive then value = Low
If Neutral then value = Medium
If Inappropriate = Negative then value = High

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY

STAGE 2C: LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY- COMBINE 2A AND 2B

STAGE 3: EVALUATE VISUAL SENSITIVITY
DESIGNATED NATURAL/SCENIC
BEAUTY
LOCAL NATURAL/SCENIC
BEAUTY?
VIEWS INWARDS

VIEWS OUTWARDS

SETTING

Not in a designated area of scenic beauty
Based on Stage 1
High visible/cannot be mitigated= High Sensitivity
Visible but can be mitigated = Medium Sensitivity
Not visible = Low sensitivity
High visible/cannot be mitigated= High Sensitivity
Visible but can be mitigated = Medium Sensitivity
Not visible = Low sensitivity
Important/high conspicuous = Highly Sensitive
Fairly important/can be assimilated = Medium
Sensitivity
Not discernable= Low Sensitivity

VISUAL SENSITIVITY

STAGE 4: OVERALL SENSITIVITY- LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY + VISUAL SENSITIVITY

STAGE 5: EVALUATE LANDSCAPE VALUE
LANDSCAPE DESIGNATIONS

No designations

LOCAL SCENIC VALUE

Based on Stage 1

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
FUNCTION/VALUE

Based on Stage 1

PUBLIC AMENITY VALUE

Based on Stage 1

LANDSCAPE VALUE

STAGE 6: CAPACITY TO ACCEPT DEVELOPMENT= OVERALL SENSITIVITY (STAGE 4) + LANDSCAPE VALUE (STAGE 5)

STAGE 7: SITE ASSESSMENT SUMMARY
LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY

VISUAL SENSITIVITY

OVERALL SENSITIVITY

LANDSCAPE VALUE

OVERALL CAPACITY

