
Becoming  
a Councillor

What could I bring as a Councillor?

Qualifications to become a Councillor The right engagement

In order to serve as a councillor, you must 
bring your enthusiasm, drive, and work ethic to 
the table. As a councillor, there are numerous 
ways you can positively impact the community 
and larger society. For instance, you might be 
assisting a resident with a problem, advocating 
for local perspectives to ensure the community 
receives the necessary services, or influencing 
the community by advancing fresh concepts.

Being a Councillor is a rewarding and interesting 
job. You won't need any prior experience or 
unique qualifications, and you'll pick up a tonne 
of new abilities. Council members receive an 
allowance and are able to work flexibly.

For more information on becoming a Councillor 
and the roles of a Councillor please visit the 
following links:

https://www.local.gov.uk/be-councillor

Debating and disagreeing with one another 
is a healthy part of democracy, but abuse and 
intimidation crosses the line in dangerous territory. 
The right engagement matters.

For more information on the LGA’s work on handling 
abuse on social media and digital citizenship visit: 
www. local.gov.uk/civility-public-life

If you would like to become a Councillor, more 
information on the election requirements and 
disqualifications that you need to consider can be 
found at the Electoral Commission website with 
link below.

https://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/i-am-a/
candidate-or-agent/local-elections-england

A Week in the life of a Councillor

Your time commitment as a councillor will 
mostly be up to you and be determined by 
the various responsibilities and functions that 
each councillor accepts. Council members could 
work on council business for an average between 
6—10 hours each week. 

This includes time spent participating in face
-to-face, and virtual meetings.

An example of what this could look like: 

• Monday – Scrutiny Committee Meeting 5-7pm (2 hours)

• Tuesday – Communication with Council Officer held online 
(0.5 hours). Ward Surgery 7-9pm (2 hours)

• Wednesday – Member Training 5:30-7pm held online  
(1.5 hours)

• Thursday – Political Group Meeting (1 hour)  
Full Council Meeting (1.5 hours) 

• Friday – General Admin (Emails, expenses etc) (1 hour)



Support and Guidance as a Councillor

Councillors work closely with officers within 
the Council who will support you in your role.

The Democratic Services Team will help and 
assist Councillors as much as possible.

Relevant training and development is 
provided to help you flourish in your role. 
This also requires a commitment from you.

NKDC pride themselves for their inclusivity.
If you believe you meet the essential criteria to 
becoming a Councillor, we encourage you to stand 
for Council regardless of disability.

If elected, the Council will support you to overcome 
any issues or barriers you may face from your disability.

Any benefits or entitlements you may receive should 
not be affected, although it is recommended that you 
check this in advance.

You may find that the majority of 
Councillors are Members of a political 
party however there is no obligation to 
do so independent Councillors are also 
welcome.

Support and advice is provided from 
political parties to candidates, although 
independent candidates will need to 
create their own support network.

All elected Members, will receive the 
same support and advice from the 
Council.

Is it a Political Role??

Supporting Disabled Candidates

Roles and Responsibilities of a Councillor

The responsibilities of a councillor are varied. In addition to representing
the needs of the constituents in your ward, additional duties can include:

• Attending Council-related meeting and events
• Ensuring the Council meets its legal responsibilities
• Community Engagement
• Scrutinising decisions made within the council

For more information on the roles and responsibilities of a Councillor please
visit the following link:

https://www.n-kesteven.gov.uk/role-of-a-councillor
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